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To  his  pretended  Majesty 


THEODORE  I. 


King  of  CORSICyl 


SIRE, 

|t^ILL  Your   Majesty  permit 


(^^^^^■'^ 


mc  to  prefcnt  you  with  the 
Tranflation  of  the  Second  Vo- 
QA&b^E^!^  iumc  of  Lett  res  Jiaves !  I 
am  aware  that,  confidering  the  *X>ev//of.\ 
Patron  to  whom  I  chofe  to  dedicate  the 
Pirft  Volume,  you  may  perhaps  think  it 
A  2  extra- 
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extraordinary  that  I  (hou'd  prcfiime  ta 
prefix  fo  auguft  a  Name  as  Yours  at  the 
Head  of  this.  But  if  you  will  pleafe  to 
recoiled,  Sire,  that,  before  your  Arri- 
val in  Corficay  you  were  ahiioft  as  obfcure 

as  "[jemmy You   will  pardon  my 

Eoldnefs. 

What  a  Misfortune  it  is  for  the  He- 
brew Nation,  that  you  did  not  take  ic 
into  your  Head  to  fet  up  for  King  of  "^e- 
rujalem  I  Surely  you  cou'd  not  have  fail'd 
of  as  great  Succcfs  infuch  an  Undertaking, 
as  in  that  which  renders  you  M after  of  aa 
Eftate  that  lawfully  belongs  to  the  Genoefe, 
What  a  Luftre  would  it  have  given  to  the 
yews  J  if  you  had  but  been  plcas'd  to  have 
pcrfonated  the  MeJJiah  whom  they  cxped ! 
And  how  happy  would  it  have  been  for 
that  People,  to  have  had  an  Adventurer 
at  their  Head,  fo  enterpriilng  as  you  are! 
Perhaps  you  thought  it  wou'd  be  a  Task 
too  difficult,  and  decline  it  for  fear  you 
fhou'd  not  fucceed ;  but  you  wou'd  have 
found  confiderable  Supplies  from  the 
Jews  of  Atufierdam,  I  will  venture, 
5xRE,  to  give  you  a  Piece  of  wholefome 

Advice : 


T>  ETi  IC  ATIO  N.       v 

Advice  *.  If  you  are  driven  out  of  Corjica, 
get  yourfelf  circumcis'd,  and  carry  a 
People  who  only  wait  for  a  Deliverer,  ta 
the  Banks  of  Jordan  :  But  if  you  wou'd 
win  the  Hearts  of  the  Hei^rezz^'s,  you  mull 
govern  them  more  mildly  than  you  do 
the  CorfFcans  j  for  the  Ifraelites  don't 
love  to  be  ihot  to  death,  and  you'll  never 
obtain  your  Will  of  em  by  Severity. 

I N  my  Opinion  you  tread  much  in  the 
Steps  of  thofe  who  conquered  the  New 
World;  Ferdinando  Cortes  ixcQiiQd  the 
Mexicans ']wtt  as  you  treat  the  Corficans, 
Did  you  catch  tlVe  Genius  of  that  Spanijh 
General  in  your  Travels  in  Spain?  Re- 
member that  he  made  Ufe  of  the  Differ- 
ence of  Religion  as  a  Cloak  for  his  Cru- 
elties. But  the  People  with  whom  you 
bear  the  Sway,  arc  of  the  Catholic  and 
Apoftolic  Church  oi Rome,  Perhaps  you 
take  the  Duke  o'i  Alva  for  your  Model  j 
if  fo,  Sire,  you  follow  a  bad  one.  He 
loft  half  of  the  Netherlands,  where  ins 
Barbarity  contributed  not  a  little  to  tlic 
forming  of  the  Republic  of  Holland. 

A  3  Believe 
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Believe  me  therefore,  Sire,  your 
pretended  Majefty  had  better  take  Pat- 
tern from  a  Number  of  Great  Men,  who 
with  all  their  Valour  and  Courage  were 
always  ready  to  pardon.  Henry  IV.  of 
France^  to  whom  Your  Majesty  is  no 
more  a  kin,  than  St.  Crifpin  is  to  the 
Great  God,  conquered  his  Kingdom  as 
much  by  Good  nature,  as  by  Arms. 

B  Y  imitating  that  Hero,  you  wou'd 
attrad  the  Hearts  of  all  Mankind.  The 
Inhabitants  of  your  new  Empire  will  be 
fond  of  you,  and  Foreigners  will  flock 
to  oiFer  you  their  Service.  The  Count 
de  Boyineval  will  quit  the  Turban  to 
come  and  be  General  of  your  forces : 
The  Baron  de  Tollnitz,  will  put  on  his 
little  Band  again  to  be  your  Chaplain : 
The  Duke  de  Ripperda  will  abandon  the 
Intereft  of  the  King  of  Morocco  to  be 
your  Minifter  of  State:  And  I  can  affure 
Your  Majesty,  that  if  a  Breach  between 
me  and  my  Family  had  not  been  made 
up  a  few  Days  ago,  I  fliould  have  em- 
braced the  Pofl;  of  your  Chancellor  with 
great  Pleafure.     But  you  will  not  want 

ilia- 
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illuftrious  Perfoiiagcs  to  fill  that  high  Sta- 
tion, and  I  promifc  you  that  I  will  take 
care  to  inform  my  fclf  what  Pcrfons  may 
be  dcfcrving  of  the  Employment,  and 
to  give  Your  Majesty  a  faithful  Ac- 
count. 

I  am,  with  a  profound  Refpcd, 
SIRE, 

Tour  pretended  Majesty's 
Moji  humble^  and 
mojl  obedient  Servant^ 


M.  D, 


PREFACE. 

By  M.  D. 

IN  my  Preface  to  the  Fir  ft  Volume  I  gave  a  general 
Anfiver  to  the  hiveSfives  thrown  out  againjl  me, 
from  the  overfowlng  'Leal  of  certain  Bigots^  the 
fery  Advocates  of  every  Perfon  that  wears  a  Cowl  and 
Sandals.  I  promised  them  that  I  would  fpare  the 
Monks  hereafter,  and  have  kept  my  Word  with  Vw, 
for  in  this  Volume  they  are  only  mentioned  occaftonally. 

I  have  endeavoured  that  the  Tranflation  Jhoiid  be 
correal  and  concife,  having  taken  more  than  ordinary 
Pains  to  render  the  Senfe  of  my  Author,  and  to  give  it 
the  Air  of  an  Original -3  in  which  too  many  Tranfatiom 
are  very  deficient. 

But  ?iotiuithJianding  all  that  I  have  done  to  merit  the 
Efleem  and  Approbation  of  the  Public^  the  Bigots  rave 
fill,  and  cry  out  inceffantly  ^  ^  are  really  much  obliged 
{fay  they)  to  this  fame  Tranflator  ;  he  promis'd  us  to 
fpare  our  Friends  the  Monks,  and  now  he  ridicules 
our  dear  Sifters  the  Nuns.  Yet  the  one  are  as  facred 
as  the  other  ;  and  his  Second  Volume  as  richly 
deferves  the  Flames  as  the  Firft.  What  has  quite 
exafperated  them  is  the  yokes  of  Jacob  Brito  upon 
certain  Bones  and  Rags,  which  by  the  Confecration 
of  Avarice  are  termed  Sacred  Reliques.  Tlyey  wou'd 
giv^  all  the  Money  they  raife  in  one  Tear  from  their 
Pious  Frauds^  if  they  cou^d  but  have  their  Ends  of  me, 
^jey  publijh  every  where  that  I  cnn  a  Man  of  no  Reli- 
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gion  ;  that  none  but  an  Enefny  to  the  Deity  wou^d pre- 

fume  to  tranjlate  //^^Lettres  Juives;  and  as  an  evident 
Proof  of  their  Accufationy  they  allcdge  that  I  have 
made  a  Jeji  of  St.  Chriftopher'i  Chine-Bone,  and  the 
Prophet  Jeremiah'i  Tooth.  I  might  think  it  a  fufficient 
Anfwer,  that  when  a  JVork  is  tranjlating,  it  jhould  he 
rendered  juji  as  the  Author  composed  it ;  and  that  thf 
Tranfators  of  Lucretius  were  never  profecuted  for  the 
Opinions  of  that  Philofpher.  But  I  ivave  this  Argu- 
mcnt.^  a77d  woud  have  thern  to  know^  tho*  they  affirm  I 
have  no  Religion^  that  the  Jews  Letters  contain  n9 
7?iore  than  what  is  faid  every  Day  by  the  Launois,  the 
Mabillons,  aiid  other  fenfibic  Catholics  ;  /  will  adtnity 
in  f:orty  that  there  are  fottie  bold  Strokes  in  them* 
Are  fuch  not  to  he  pardoyi  d  in  a  Jew  ? 

I  proceed  to  another  Article  of  their  CctJiplaint,  vlz« 
the  fcvere  Cenfures  zihich  are  pafs^d  in  the  Letters  upon 
the  Court  of  Rome.  To  this  I  have  but  one  Word  to 
fay  :  Let  it  he  obfcrv^d  that  Aaron  Monceca,  as 
much  a  Jew  as  he  is,  fcarce  ever  f peaks  of  the  fove- 
reign  Pontiffs  but  as  a  particular  Prince  and  Mafier 
of  Rome.  "'TIS  even  poffihlefor  a  JVriter  to  lajh  the  Vices 
and  Avarice  of  a  corrupted  Court ;  and  yet  be  a  good  Ca- 
thoHc  ;  of  ivhich  this  is  a  plain  Proof  PopeViu?,  II, 
before  he  had  a  Thought  of  ever  rifing  to  the  f over eign 
Pontificate,  and  affuming  no  other  Stile  as  yet  than 
i^neas  Silvius  the  Poet,  writes  in  the  following  Terms 
to  his  Frierid  John  Perigel ;  Nihil  ell,  quod  abfque 
argento  Romana  Curia  non  dedat ;  nam  &  ipfe  ma- 
nus  Impofitiones,  tc  Spiritus  San(5ti  Dona  venduntur  ; 
nee  Peccatorum  venia  nil!  Nummatis  impenditur. 
Serva  igitur  Aurum,  ut,  cum  opus  fit,  prjeflo  re- 
quiras.  *  i.  e.  TJjere  is  nothing  but  what  may  he  had  at 

*  ^neas  Sylvii,  feu  Pii  II.  Opera y  p.    149. 

the 
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the  Court  of  Rome  for  Money ;    the  Laying  on  of 
Hands  ;  the  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;   the  Forgiven  fs 
6f  Sins  ;  every  things  in  fhort^   is  fold  at  Rome  dear 
emtigh.     Save  your  Money  therefore  to  ferve  you  in  a 
time  of  Need. 

If  there  be  any  thing  fa'id  as  hold  as  this  in  all  the 
Lettres  Juives,  /  am  ready  to  own  that  I  zuas  in  the 
wrong  to  tranfate  them :  But  if  on  the  contrary^ 
Aaron  Monceca  has  been  ?nuch  ?nodeJier  than  Pius  II, 
the  Fotaries  inufl  alloiu  that  he  has  faid  no  ?nore  than 
what  aflaunch  Roman  Catholic  inay  fay ^  fence  I  don't 
believe  that  they  ivi II  pre  fume  to  maintain  that  this  Pope 
was  not  a  Catholic.  And  if  they  cou^d  but  get  rid  of 
the  Prejudices  that  blind  them.,  they  wou^d  fee  that 
the  Fundamentals  of  Religion  have  nothing  in  common 
with  the  Vices  of  particular  Perfons.,  who  abufe  it^ 
and  cannot  he  fufficiently  blafn^d.  How  happy  wou'd 
it  he  if  it  vjere  pojfible  to  purge  the  Court  of  Rome 
thoroughly  from  Ambition  and  Avarice ^  by  the  mere 
Dint  of  Reproach  ! 

Before  I  conclude  this  Preface^  I  Jhall  anfiver  fomz 
ether  OhjeSlicns.  Aaron  Monceca  is  reproach  d  for 
condemning  all  the  Janfenifts  in  the  Lump.,  though 
there  are  among  the?n  very  honcfl  People,  They  who 
have  ftarted  this  0hje5lion.,  have  not  duly  examined 
this  Work.,  or  they  wouW  have  feen  that  the  Janfe- 
iiifts  are  dijlinguijh' d  into  tvjo  Claffcs.  Thofe  of  for- 
mer Days.,  who  are  worthy  of  the  Eftecm  of  all  good 
Men.,  fuch  as  the  Arnaulds,  the  Pafchals,  and  the 
-Sacis,  ore  commended  in  tiventy  Places.  Tlie  Fa- 
thers of  the  Oratory.,  who  are  Advocates  for  the  Opi- 
nions of  thofe  great  Men.,  have  never  been  once  men" 
tton'd  in  thefe  Letters ;  thus  when  mentio?i  is  made  of 
the  Janfcnifts,  it  muft  be  underjhod  of  the  Se5i  of 
Convulfionarles,  Men  knoivn  to  be  fanatical,  malig- 
nant, dangerous  Knaves. 
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The  Jefuits  are  offended  to  find  their  Society  repre- 
fentcd  as  ambitious  and  formidable.  But  really  wou'd 
not  they  thetnfelves  laugh  at  a?iy  one  that  Jhould  fay  that 
they  are  humble.,  careful  to  avoid  Honour.,  and  not 
affedcd  zvith  the  Riches  and  Sple?idcr  of  this  World? 
Has  it  not  been  confefs^d  that  their  Behaviour  is  pure^ 
that  they  are  learned^  civil.,  polite^  and  honefl  too.,  as 
private  Men  ?  Aaron  Aloiiceca  wou'd  perhaps  have 
faid  more.,  but  he  was  afraid  of  telling  a  Lye. 

Some  French  People,  who  never  praife  any  Coun' 
try  hut  their  own^  have  complained  that  Aaron  Mon- 
ceca  has  /hewn  as  inuch  Friend/hip  and  Partiality 
for  the  Dutch,  as  Arouet  de  Voltaire  has  for  the 
Englifh.  Tins  Hebrew  kneiv  the  Merit  and  Virtues 
of  that  NatioJi :  and  he  ivas  too  much  of  a  Philofo- 
pher  to  rejlrain  hi?nfelf  and  to  difguife  his  Senti- 
ments. 

Beftdes.,  if  he  had  found  the  fame  ^alitics  among 
other  People  that  he  commended  among  the  Dutch, 
he  wou'd  have  applauded  them  in  like  ?jiawier.  His 
Sincerity  has  made  hi?n  find  fault  zvith  the  pernicious 
Maxims  of  the  Converters.  Happy  arc  they  who  fol- 
low his  Principles,  which  are  fo  agreeable  to  the  Law 
of  Nature,  that  they  need  no  Apology.  Tl:e  extrava- 
gant Rant  of  the  furious  Catholics  has  given  him 
Caufe,  more  than  once,  to  commend  the  Mildnefs  and 
Wifdom  of  the  Dutch  Government.  It  fecms  that  he 
has  an  Affe5iion  for  the  Nazarcne  Protejlants,  and 
that  his  Friendjlnp  for  them  was  created  by  their 
Loyalty  to  their  Princes,  and  efpecially  to  Henry  IV, 
his  Hero,  on  whofe  Head  they  faved  the  Crown,  when 
certain  fiupid  Catholics  endeavoured  to  dethrone  him, 
1  muji  add  at  the  Clofe,  that  if  the  Lettres  Juivts 
are  t^ix^d  with  containing  any  Paffages  contrary  to  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Highfiying  Catholics,  thofe  very 
Catholics  will,  however,  be  obliged  to  o%vn,  that  it 
were  to  be  wifiyd  that  all  People  wcu^d  think  as  he 

dcH, 
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does^  upon  moral  Preospts^  and  the  Refpe^   due  to 
Sovereigns, 

Fortherejl^  1  JhalU  in  the  Tranjlation  of  the  three 
following  Volumes^  endeavour  to  merit  that  Fondnejs 
the  Public  difcover'd  for  the  Firji  Volume^  which  has 
had  fo  quick  a  Vent  as  has  exceeded  my  ExpeSfation^ 
and  defeated  the  Hopes  of  thofe^  to  whofe  Bigotry  the 
Currency  of  this  Work  is  altogether  repugnant. 


THE 
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From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  Is: 
Isaac  On  IS,  a  Rabbi,  .  ^f  Conflanti- 
nople. 

I  Went  Yeflcrday  to  fee  the  Itnluvn  Conieclv, 
and  was  charm'd  with  tlic  unaffected,  and  at 
the  lame  time  the  juit  Action  of  the  Perrorm- 
CIS.  Tlic  Probability  I  perceiv'd  in  it,  n^iidc 
me  the  fonder  of  it,  becaufe  of  its  Approach  to 
Reality.  Comedy  being  the  Picture  of  Human 
Life,  the  Comedian  can  only  plcafe  by  his  Imi- 
tation of  the  Original  which  he  copies  :  Let  a  Plav 
be  ever  fo  good  in  itlelf,  yet. if  it  be  pcrform'd  by 
mean  Aclors,  it  droops;  whereas  on  the  contrapj-, 
a  Piece  that  won't  bear  fo  much  as  to  be  read, 
often  fuccceds  Vv'ell  in  tlie  Hands  of  C;;ood  Comcdi- 
iit'.s.  'iliis  is  the  Cafe  of  mofc  of  the  Pieces  thai 
are  play'd  upon  the  ItciJuvi  Theatre:  Thev  have 
more  of  Shew  than  Subfiance,  and  the  Reprcfcurr- 
Voi..  IL  B  li^a 


^  The  J  E  w  I  s H  S  py.      Let.  4t, 

tJ.tion  of  tliem  is  amufmg,  but  the  Reading  infipid 
a:id  uninforming. 

Some  Authors  had  invented  a  new  Sort  of  Co- 
medy, in  which  the  Pleafantries  of  a  Harlequin 
-^vere  accompanied  v/ith  a  grave  Moral  *.  The 
Italian  Scene  in  the  Hands  of  thefe  Authors,  was  in 
a  fair  Way  to  have  become  a  worthy  younger 
.SiiLcr  of  the  Latin  and  the  French.  But  fome  piti- 
ful Writers  Y  who  came  after  them,  have  reduced 
it  to  be  as  bad  as  ever;  for  in  almoft  all  their  Pieces 
the  -Regularity  of  conducing  them,  the  Unifor- 
fiiity  of  Chara(?cers,  the  Prudence  of  Behaviour, 
are  facrificed  to  the  Pleafure  of  raifmg  a  Laugh  in 
the  Fit  by  a  Joke,  or  by  feme  odd  and  impro- 
bable Incident. 

The  Italian  Com.edy  has  met  with  various 
Turns  at  Paris.  In  the  laft  Reign  it  was  quite 
l>aniili'd  out  of  France ;  for  the  Licentioufnefs 
with  which  it  expofed  Perfons  of  the  Higheft  Rank 
to  the  Ridicule  of  the  Loweft,  fubjedled  it  to 
Profcription  by  the  Authority  of  the  Sovereign. 
But  fome  Years  after,  the  Duke  Regent  recall'd 
it  from  Banifliment,  and  brought  it  again  to  Pa- 
ris. The  Funifhment  of  the  Old  Comedians  ren- 
der'd  the  New  ones  more  cautious,  fo  that  they 
omitted  what  might  be  ofFenfive  to  private  Per- 
fons, at  the  fame  time  .that  they  left  enough  of 
•the  Agreeable  in  their  Plays  to  amufc  the  Pub- 
lic ;  for  they  found  in  the  French  Comedians 
dangerous  Rivals,    whofe    real  Merit  would  have 

*  This  ore  fees  with  pleafure  in  the  Pieces  entitled? 
jLa  Double  Inconjiunce,  La  Surprife  de  l  Amour,  &c.  by 
Marivaux.  Timon  le  Mlfantrope,  Arlcquin  Sau<vage, 
^c.  by  De  Lille,  Vt'ho  died  fome  Years  ago  2it  Pa' 
ris,  and  not  the  Phyficians  at  the  Hague,  as  fome  have 
.£.bfurdly  advanced. 

;(- RoMAGNE-si,  LELiotheSon,  and  others. 

■eclips'd 
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eclips'd  the  Tinfel  of  their  Theatre,  if  they  had 
not  m*lde  amends  for  its  Deficiency  by  the  Good- 
nefs  of  their  Performance. 

The  French  Comedies  and  Tragedies  are  the  Ri- 
vals of  the  Greek  ;  and  if  the  modern  Plays  do  not 
exceed  the  antient  ones,  yet  there  is  no  Man  of 
Learning  who  is  unprejiidiced,  that  will  difpute  their 
being  equal  to  them ;  and  for  my  own  part  I  fiiould 
in  many  Cafes  be  tempted  to  allow  them  the  Su- 
periority. 

There  is  not  a  Comic  Writer  among  the  La^ 
tins,  that  has  united  fo  many  Talents  together  as 
Moliere  has  done.  Terence  vjvotQ  in  a  pure  Stile: 
His  Characters  are  perfectly  natural  :  He  does  not 
barely  relate  Things,  but  atSlually  places  them  in 
your  View  ;  and  his  Plays  are  throughout  judici- 
oufly  condudled.  But  he  wanted  P'ire,  Imagijiation 
and  a  Variety  in  Chara6lcrs  ;  fo  that  if  of  the  (i>: 
Plays  which  we  have  of  his,  five  had  been  Icf},  wc 
fJiould  ftill  have  Terence  intire.  In  all  his  Comedies 
we  find  a  knavifh  Footman,  a  debauch'd  or  am.c- 
rous  young  Fellow,  a  covetous  Father,  ^V.  ani 
after  a  Perfon  has  read  his  Andria,  he  meets  wi:h 
no  new  InftruCfion  in  his  other  Plays,  nor  any  tliiii^ 
to  amufe  the  Mind,  but  FiiStion. 

Plautus  tho'  he  did  not  want  for  Wit,  nor  for 
Variety,  efpecially  in  his  Characters,  wiiich  abourd 
with  it,  is  often  deficient  in  Stile  ;  and  in  his  h^it 
Plays  he  is  fometimes  guilty  of  mean  Exprei'Hono, 
unworthy  of  a  good  Tafte. 

But  where  do  v/e  find  m.ore  V^ariety,  more  Din;- 
nity,  more  Exacftncfs  in  Chanitflers,  more  A.ccura- 
cy  and  Perfpicuity  in  Stile,  than  in  the  A'lifaniropg^ 
the  Fe?mnes  Savantes,  the  Tartuffe,  the  Fachrux,  the 
Ecole  des  Femmes,  and  that  of  DesAiarU?  Ifnouli 
be  apt  to  prefer  Aloli-er/s  good  PLiys  to  ihofe  of  the 
Gra.k  Poets ,    and  to  thin!;  c/cn  the  liaUan  Farcer 
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better  than  the  bad  ones,  which  he  wrote  to  pleafc 
•the  IVifte  of  theVulgar,  bccaufe  tho*  they  arc  equally 
faulty,  yet  the  Italian  f^arcesare  more  fliewy. 

■  The  French  have,  to  my  thinking,  carried  their 
Tragedy  to  a  greater  Pitch  of  Perfe6^ion.  The 
Romans  never  had  any  thing  of  this  kind  that  could 
deferve  the  Attention  of  nice  Judges.  The  Tra- 
gedies of  Seneca  are  the  PrOdu6lions  of  a  Declaimer, 
rather  than  the  "Works  of  a  Tragic  Author :  He 
■neither  has  enough  of  the  Sublime  to  ravifh  my 
iSoul,  nor  enough  of  the  Tender  and  Pathetic  to 
melt  me.  All  the  Sentences  v/ith  which  his  Writ- 
ings abound,  are  not  capable  of  aftecLing  me  \  and 
1^€  does  not  infpire  me  eitlier  with  Terror,  Fear 
or  Pity. 

The  Romans  very  much  cxtoird  the  Thyejies  of 
Varius^  and  the  Medea  of  Ov'id.  'Tis  pity  that 
Time  has  not  prefcrv'd  thofe  two  Pieces,  for  I  don't 
queftion  but  they  were  very  beautiful,  hriCe  Ovid 
j7trfceHy  knew  the  Pa/Tions,  and  no  body  had  fo 
jively  a  Way  of  expreffing  the  Sentiments  of  a  ra- 
\ing  Lover.  His  Heroines  are  fure  Vouchers  to  us 
•of  the  Beauties  of  his  Tragedy ;  but  the  Goodnefs 
of  a  Work  which  is  in  being,  is  not  to  be  efti- 
mated  by  the  Reputation  of  another  not  certainly 
known. 

Sophocles  and  Euripides  raifed  the  Theatre  among 
the  Greeks  as  high  as  pofTible.  Corneille  and  Racine 
improved  it  to  Perfection  among  the  French ;  and  in 
order  to  judge  of  the  Preference  between  thofe  Au- 
thors, 'tis  my  Opinion  that  it  muft  be  determin'd 
By  that  vv-hich  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Tafte  of 
the  Athenians  and  the  Parifians,  There  are  ^tvj 
Frenchmen  now-a-days,  except  certain  Idolizers  of 
Antiquity,  that  will  allow  the  Greek  Theatre  to  be 
fuperior  to  theirs.     'Tis  true,  this  Opinion  is  not 

fo 
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fo  generally  received  in  foreign  Nations  j  yet  it  has 
a  good  many  Adherents. 

I  dare  maintain  that  there  is  more  Grandeur, 
Dignity  and  Majefty  in  CorneUk  than  in  Soph'.'cLs  i. 
for  the  latter,  tho'  endowed  with  a  fublime  Ge- 
nius, and  worlhiV  of  the  Admiration  of  all  good 
Judges,  had  not  that  Variety  in  the  difFercm  Cha- 
radters,  nor  that  Energy  and  Truth  in  his  Por- 
traitures. 

Racine^  to  the  Tender  and  Pathetic  of  Euripides^ 
often  join'd  the  Grand  and  the  Sublime  of  Sopho- 
cks  and  Con/cilk;  and  perhaps  the  only  Fault  cf 
his  Works  was,  that  they  were  too  perfect  j  for 
fo  many  Beauties  continually  fucceeuing  each  othci-, 
are  the  Reafon  why  fome  Pailages  don't  Rrikc  the 
Imagination  fo  much  as  they  would  liave  done,  had 
there  been  Faults  to  fet  them  ofF. 

Two  modern  Poets  have  fucceedcd  to  the  Glory 
of  thofe  great  Menj  indeed  they  have  not  equall'd 
them,  but  they  have  perfciSllv  copied  after  them, 
and  that  fo  nicely,  that  they  fecm  to  be  Originals. 
The  one  *  afFeils  the  I\Iind  and  the  Heart  alternately 
wich  Love,  Pity,  and  Terror;  the  other  fan  ex- 
cellent Vcrfifier,  a  bold  Genius,  and  a  Man  of  vaft 
Capacity,  has  chalk'd  out  a  new  Method  to  him- 
felf.  He  has  emb^^llifli'd  the  Theatre  with  Plans,, 
which  as  they  feem'd  new  and  extraordinary, 
ran  the  hazard  of  being  condemn'd,  and  has  juft 
publifli'd  a  Tragedy  of  three  A61:s,  in  which  Piece 
there  is  not  one  Female  Character;  fo  that  Love- 
is  entirely  banifh'd  out  of  it:  Now  the  want  of 
tliis  Paiiion,  which  is  the  Life  of  the  Theatre,  and 
let  certain  Critics  (dy  what  rjiey  will,  the  fured 
Means  of  reaching  to  the  Heart,  has  forced  the 
Author  to  reduce  his  Work  to  three  Acfls.  He 
was  fenfible  that  all  the  Policy,  all  the  Grandeur 
*  Crebillo?T.     f   Foil  aire. 
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of  Rome  would  be  mfufHcient  to  carry  him  on  to 
a  fifth  A6I5  without  falling  into  cold  Declamations-, 
■which  take  away  the  Spirit  of  A61:ion.  There  is 
no  modern  Piece  in  which  Love  has  not  fome  little 
lliare,  or  enough  to  introduce  at  leaft  a  Woman  to 
help  to  condudl  the  Adion  to  its  End,  and  to  keep 
it  from  the  cold  AiTiflance  of  Narrations  and  E- 
pifodes. 

As  to  the  anticnt  Tragedies,,  in  v/hich  Number 
v/e  f^iay  reckon  Raci?2e's  Jthalia  and  Ejlher^  the 
Chcruiies  make  great  amends  for  the  Brevity  of  the 
Acts.  If  certain  Pieces  of  Ewipides  and  Sophochs 
were  to  be  reprefented  without  the  Choruiles,  they 
would  fcarce  held  half  an  Hour.  Thus  the  Mu- 
fic.  Singing,  and  the  Interludes,  fpun  out  the 
Time  to  the  Length  of  the  modern  Tragedies. 

That  new  Piece  which  I  mentionM  to  thee,  is 
entitled,  TJje  Death  ^/Julius  Caeilir :  The  Charader 
of  that  Emperor  is  conformable  to  the  Idea  which 
has  been  tranfmitted  of  him  to  us  by  Antiquity. 
Ke  is  ambitious,  eloquent,  intrepid,  friendly,  and 
generous:  The  Autlior  dcfcribes  him  to  the  Life  in 
iive  Verfes;  and  the  Pifture  which  he  draws  of  him 
fs  the  more  ingenious,  becaufe  he  has  been  fo  happy 
as  to  make  C^'/r  himitlfgive  it  from  his  ov^n  Mouth, 
fpeaking  to  Anihciiy^  when  he  pref.'d  him  to  punifll 
certain  Senators  that  might  be  capable  of  fhortning 
liis  Days. 

'Je  los  auYois  funis  ^  fi  je  Us  fciroots  craindre: 
iv  7ne  confeille  pciut  ds  me  faire  hair, 
"Je  fca'i  comhatire^  'vainer e^   ^  ne  fcai  poiiit  pmnr%. 
j^ lions:  IS-  ri'ecoutant  ni  foi4p(^ons^  7iivengear.cc, 
Sur  rUnijers  foiwiis  regnom^  fans  'violence, 

Puniih  I  furcly  w^ould,  did  J  but  fear  tiiem  3 
Ccunfel  me  not  how  to, get  Hatred. 

A. 
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I  know  what  'tis  to  fight  and  conquer,  butknov/- 

not  how  to  punifn. 
Then  let's  be  deaf  to  Jealoufy  and  Revenge,- 
And  rule  ih'obedient  Univerlc  without  Violence 

This  CharaiSiier  is  the  more  beautiful,  and  gives- 
the  more  Plcafure,  becaufe  it  fcems  natural,  an.  1 
taken  from  the  Life,  for  'tis  CtEjar  that  draws  his 
own  Picliure  in  difcovering  his  mof!  fecret  Senti- 
ments to  his  Confidant.  Tlicfe  are  hnpoy  Plan:>,- 
A  Chara(£lcr  which  conducts  the  Action  to  tiic- 
End,  has  much  more  Eficil  than  a  cold  Descrip- 
tion of  tlie  Qiialitics  or  Vices  of  any  one  Pcrlbir 
by  another. 

Racine  has  fucceeded  however  in  that  wh.irlr 
the  Vizier  Achjuct  gives  of  the  Sultan  ruvuhim  : 
Its  Brevity,  its  Juftnefs,  and  the  Situation  of  the 
Perfon  wlio  gives  it,  have  rendei'd  this  PafTage  a 
complete  Piece. 

L* mhecille  Ibrahim^  fens  crahidre  fa  Nalffcnccy 
Tra'ine  exemt  de  Pa'ilv.ne  ctennlle  Enfancr.^ 
Itidigne  (gale?ncnt^  de  I  ivre^  is'  de  Jllcnrlr^ 
On  l^ahandcnnc  aux  Mains  qui  daigncnt  le  nourii-\. 

The  Ideot  Ibrahim^  regardlcfs  of  his  Birth, 
Is  always  in  a  ftate  of  Childhood  free  from  PcriL 
Being  of  Life  and  Death  alike  unworthy. 
He  is  abandon'd  to  thofe  Hands  that  deign  to  feed 
him. 

I  had  rather  have  been  the  Autlior  of  thefe  four 
Verfes,  than  all  Seneca's  IVagedies.  I  don't  be- 
lieve 'tis  pofTible  to  equal  the  Perfpicuity  and  Ex- 
ruScnefs  with  which  he  has  defcribed  the  Tranquilit)^ 
wherein  the  Brother  of  a  Sultan  liv'd  at  the  Se- 
raglio. But  every  body  has  not  Succeeded  fo  well  as 
Racine.     Therefore  it  is  my  Opinion  tliat  Tragedy 

f  Racine  J  Bajazet^  Scene  I, 
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abfolutely  requires  that  the  Perfons  who  are  intro- 
duced, fliould  draw  their  own  Pi6tures  as  much  as 
'tis  poiiible  in  the  nature  of  the  Thing ;  for  then 
the  Chara6lers  are  more  ftriking,  and  remain  with 
deeper  ImprefTion  upon  the  Imagination :  And  when 
thfs  is  not  pofTible,  care  muft  be  taken  to  chara^e- 
jize  the  Perfon  fpoken  of  in  a  concife  Manner,  not 
like  an  Orator,  or  a  Declaimer. 

Bridus^  Cajfius^  Chnber^  and  the  other  Senators 
who  confpired  againft  dsfar^  are  chara^lerized  with 
too  much  Uniformity  in  the  Scene  of  that  Piece, 
where  they  are  fpeaking  to  'Julius  defar.  Methinks 
I  fee  a  Rabble  of  Deputies  from  a  Country  Village 
haranguing  a  Governor  of  a  Province,  on  the  Im- 
poilibility  of  paying  their  Taxes,  and  every  one 
fpeaking  a  fhort  Sentence  in  his  Turn,  all  to  the 
fame  Purpofe,  TVe  have  no  Aioney.  Confequently  the 
"Reman  Senators  will  have  no  King, 

I'he  Character  of  Anthony  Is  beautiful.  He  is 
drr.wn  fuch  as  he  ought  to  be,  a  zealous  Friend  of 
Ctefar^  an  Enemy  to  Liberty,  incapable  of  ferving 
under  any  other  than  fo  great  a  Mafter.  See  how 
h;;  ucfcribes  himfelf  fpeaking  to  Julius  Ccsfar  \ 

Antolne^  tu  le  f^als^  ?ie  connoit  point  T  Envie^ 
J^ai  chtri^  plus  que  toi^  la  Gloire  de  ta  vie. 
J^al  prepare  la  Chaine  ou  tu  rnet-z  les  Romains^ 
Content  d'etre  fous  toi  le  plus  grand  des  Huinalns, 
Plus  fier  de  fattacher  ce  nouveau  Diademe^ 
Plus  grand  de  iefervir^  que  de  regner  moi-meme. 

Anthony^  thou  knowefl,  knows  not  Envy  ; 

I've  been  mere  tender  of  thy  Plonour,  than  thou 

thyfeif. 
'Twas  I  prepar'd  thy  Cliain  to  bind  the  Romans^ 
Content  to  be  the  Greateit  Mm  next  to  thyfeif.- 

More 
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More  prcxid  of  crowning  thee  with  this  new  Di- 
adem i 
More  great  to  be  thy  Subject  than  a  Monarch. 

The  laft  Scene  of  this  Tragedy  is  a  magnificent 
Piece.  The  Majefty  of  the  Sentiments,  and  the 
Loftinefs  of  the  Expreflions  are  the  more  fuitable  to 
it,  becaufe  tiio'  Anthony  could  not  but  be  troubled  in 
his  Mind,  he  harangues  the  People  in  order  to  feducc 
them,  and  to  animate  them  againfi:  the  Murderers 
of  Ca:[ar,  Thus,  aflctSled  Expreffions  which  are 
difgufting  from  a  Man  overwhelmed  with  Grief, 
and  which  are  coiidemn'd  in  the  Rchearf  d  of  Tbcra- 
mencs^  are  proper  here,  and  produce  a  good  EfFcil: 
in  the  Minds  of  the  Spe6latopj. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Ifaac^  and  may  God  grant 
thee  Riches  in  abundance. 


LETTER     XLIL 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paiis,  to 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Rahbi^  at  Conilanii- 
nople. 

VT  Efterday  a  Friend  of  mine  carried  me  to  a 
Convent  of  the  Nazarenc  Friars,  v.'hcre  I 
fpent  part  of  the  Day,  and  enquired  diligently  into 
tlicir  Behaviour,  and  monaflic  Way  oi"  Life.  1 
faid  to  the  Friar,  into  whofe  Chamber  my  Friend 
carried  me,  Jl'l^at  is  It  you  amiife  yourfches  with  in 
this  Retirement?  I  pray  to  God^  faid  he,  thai  1  may 
he  foon  the  Procurator  or  Guardian,  in  order  io  have 
the  Pleafure  fometimes  of  going  out  of  it.  In  the  mean 
time  I  drink y  cat,  Jleep^  and  fvig  in4hi  Qhcir.  Im^^. 
B  5  faid; 
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iaid  I,  cannot  he  enough  to  employ  you  all  the  Day.     I 
have  no    other   Burmefs,    reply' d  he.,    and  for  ten 
Years  that  I  have  been  a  Monk,  I  don't  remem- 
ber that  I  have  done  any  thing  elfe.     During  our 
Converfation  I  heard  a  little  Bell  ring*:  Now,  fays 
he,  'tis  half  an  Hour  pait  four  o'Clock,;  with  your 
leave,  I'll  quit  you  for  a  Moment,  for  my  Duty. 
calls  me  to  the  Refe6i:ory.     My  Friend,  who  had. 
been  ufed  for  a  long  Time  to    banter  him,  afk'd. 
him.   Why  he  did  not  ftay  for  the  fecond  Table^ 
in  order  to  go  to  Supper  ?   I  will  lay  a  wager,  con-^ 
iinued  he^  that  you  have  a  double  Mefs.    You  ar© 
right,    reply'd  the  Ivlonk^    we    live    to-day  at  the. 
Expence  of  a  rich  Farmer  of  the  Revenue,'  wha 
regularly  gives  an  Entertainment  once  a  Week  ta 
the  whole  Convent.     1'his  Benefadlor  is  the  Peni- 
tent of  the  Reverend   Father  Guardian.     He  docs 
'i'hings  to  Perfeclion.     Your  Father  Guardian,  re- 
ply'd  ?ny  Friend^  liad   better  enjoin  him  to  provide 
kfs  good  Cheer  for  you,  and  to  rob  the  Public  lels^ 
ior  Monfieur  D***  pailes  for  a  very  great  Knave. 
As  cur  Converfation. ~ was  not  very  plcafmg  to  the 
A4onk,  who  flood  upon  Thorns  all  the  Time,  fcr- 
fear  that  his  Mefs  would  be  diminifh'd,  he  made 
>-is  a  profound  Bov/,.  went,  away  for  hajf  .an  Hour, 
dwd  then  caine  again  to  us  Vv^th  an  Air  of  Gaiety 
and  SatisfacSiicn.     Our  Brother  Maurice.,   fays  he^ 
has  outdcne  himfelf  to-day  :  He  had  procured  fomg 
Veal  that  was  wonderfully  good,  and   the  Convent 
will  fuftain  a  confiderable  Lofs  whenever  he  leaves 
it.     I  v/ould  witji  all  my  Heart  give  the  firfl  tea 
Crowns  which  1  fhall  pocket  when  I  am  Procura-, 
tor  of  the  Convent,  that  he   were  but  ten  Years 
younger.     You  will    hardly  fare    io  well  to-mor- 
jpw,  faid  I.     Pardon  m.e,  faid  he^  v/e  are  to  dine 
to-morrov/  upon  the    Charity  of  a  rich  W^idow, 
which  is  difpenfed  to  us  twice  every  Month  :  She 
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has  already  fcnt  in  abundance  of  good  Cheer.  You 
are  very  happy,  faiJ  I,  to  live  To  much  at  your 
Eafe:  You  have  Lodging  and  Food,  without  be- 
ing obliged  to  take  care  for  it :  You  get  enough 
hv  fm^'m[r  for  half  an  Hour,  to  fubfift  you  for  a 
Fortniglit. 

Ah!  reply'd  the  Friar,  you   know  but  Httle  of 
the    Monaltic    Life,    and   the  fad  State    of    thofe 
v/lio    embrace  it,    which  is   m.ore   melancholy  ani 
tirefome,  than  the   Fate  of  a    Slave  in   Tur/cy,  foi- 
Hs  Servitude    does  not    hinder  him    from   getting 
Money,  and  tlien  lie  has  the  Hopes  th.it  fome  Day 
or  other  it  will  be  at  an   End,    But   a   Monk   is 
doom'd  for  ever  to  a  Captivity,  wliich  is    the   more 
cruel,   becaufe  he  is  under   the  Command  of  A4a- 
fters  that  are  more  barbarous  than  the  feverefl:  Cap- 
tains of  A'Lrocco  and  Salle .     Is  any  thing  fo  hard  as 
to  be  a  Slave  to  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  a  Man, 
who  being  himfelf  uiieafy  with  his  o^vn  Condition, 
revenges  himfelf  upon  otlicrs  for  his  miferable  Si- 
tuation, and   makes  them  anfv/erab:c    for  his  Mil- 
fortunes?     You  give  me,    faid  I,    Father,    a  vci\ 
f^range.  Account  of  your  Fate;    fo  that  1  wonder 
to  fee  fo  many  People  turn  PViars  every  Day,  ani: 
to    find    tile    Convents    ^o   well    ftock'd.       Error 
and  Youth,  faid. he,    arc  the  Source  and  Nurfcry. 
of   the  Monks.      A  young  Novice  may  be  com- 
pared to  a  Child  who  at  fourteen  or  liiteen  Ycluj, 
of  Age  has  a  Vow  impofed  upon  him,  to  be  tor- 
mented in  his  Convent  by  all  the  Pailions  of  th.i  v 
World.      His  wcai'ing  an  odd    Habit,     his  having 
his  Head  fliaved,    and  liis  Feet  bare,    mak^s  \m\\ 
never  the  lefs  a  Man.     In  fpite  of  the  MonkiOi  E- 
ducation,  and. the  Prejudices  which  are  imbib'd  ia 
tlie   Cloiilrer, .  Reafon   fooner   or  later   fpcaics    out 
clearly,  and  breaks  through  the  Clouds  whicii  ob- 
fcurcd  it3  fo  that  at  thirty  Years  of  Arre  v/e  rcBcv.'^ 
B6  ^'  tvn. 
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on  the  Folly  committed  at  ftfteea;  but  the  Impof- 
fibility  of  repairing  it  is  attended  with  fuch  Anguiili 
as  turns  afterwards  into  Hypccrify  and  Debauchery. 
Man,  born  for  Liberty,  cannot  always  be  a  Slave, 
but  fooner  or  later  endeavours  to  throv/  off  fo  harfh 
a  Captivity.     You    are   not   near  fo   happy,  faid  I 
to  the    Friar,    as   I    imagined:    I  plainly  fee  that 
your  Condition  is  only  tranquil  in  Appearance*     If 
you   knew   it  thoroughly,    replied   he,  you   would 
find  it  a  State   full  of  Anxiety:   'Tis  true  that  our 
Life  is  an  entire  Series  of  Clownifhnefs  and  Slug- 
gifnnefs,  and  fo  tranquil,  that  a  brute  Beaft  cou'd 
relifn  it.     If  we   could   ceafe   to  be    Men,  and  to 
have  Paffions,    nothing  certainly  is  fo  commodious 
as  to  eat,  drink,  and  deep.     For  as  to  the  pretended 
Auiterities  of  which  we  make  a  fhew  to  the  World, 
thefe  are   things  to  which  we  are  eafily  accuftom'd. 
Habit  inures  us  to  bear  our  Feet  as  naked  as  the 
Face  and  Hands :  The  want  of  Linen  is  a  thing  which- 
is  not  minded,    when   a  Man   has  been  a  Week 
witliout  it  3  and  there  is  not  a  Friar  but  is  as  eafy 
in  his  Habit,  after  he  has  been  three  Months  ad- 
mitted, as  a  Beau  in  his  laced  Clothes.     But  it  is 
impollible  ever  to  be  reconciled  to  that  fervile  Obe- 
dience, which  ranks  us  in  the  Clafs  of  Beafts,  at 
tiie  fame  time  that  it  leaves  us  the  Paflions  and  Sen- 
timents of  Men;  v/hich  forbids  us  even  the  Liberty 
of  Thinking,  and  which  renders  it  criminal   for  us 
to  have  a  Glimpfe  of  tliat  Reafon  which  offers  to 
give  us  Light. 

This  Friar  was  going  on  to  give  me  a  farther 
Account  of  his  Situation,  v/hen  I  heard  the  fame 
BeU  ring  which  had  before  call'd  him  to  the  Re- 
feilory.  Now  faid  he,  'tis  time  for  me  to  re- 
turn to  my  Cell,  and  the  Hour  is  come  for  my 
goina;  to  Bed.  As  fond  as  I  am  of  fitting  up  and 
enjoying  ycur  good  Company,  I  am  forced  to  leave 
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you:  The  Guardian  in  half  an  Hour's  Time  will 
go  to  the  Chambers  to  fee  that  all  are  a-bed ;  and 
as  he  has  ow'd  mc  a  grudge  for  a  long  Time,  would  be 
very  glad  to  find  a  Pretence  to  abridge  me  of  my 
Mefs  for  a  whole  Week.  The  Friar  had  this  fo 
much  at  Heart,  that  without  flaying  for  any  Anfwer, 
he  kifs'd  his  Habit  and  left  us. 

Of  all  the  Whimfies  of  the  Nazurenes^  nothing 
appears  to  me  fo  ridiculous  as  this  vaft  Swarm  of 
People,  who  are  tormented  in  their  Solitude,  and 
a  Burthen  to  thofc  without  Doors.  That  State  of 
Life  which  is  leaft  ufeful  to  Society,  is  the  moft 
contemptible  of  all;  but  that  which  is  pernicious 
and  noxious  to  Society,  muft  be  held  in  Abhorrence 
by  Men  of  Senfe.  Where  is  the  Policy  of  France 
to  keep  near  an  Hundred  thoufand  Drones,  that 
are  of  no  manner  of  Service  to  the  Arts  and  Sciences, 
and  the  Prefervation  of  the  Kingdom? 

The  fuperftitious  Nazarenes  pretend  that  there 
(hould  be  an  Order  of  Men  in  all  Countries,  to  pray 
perpetually  for  thofe  that  cannot  do  it  themfelvcs. 
They  fet  an  infinite  Value  upon  Monaftical  Pfalm- 
ody,  and  think  the  Safety  of  the  State  depends 
upon  it :  Ignorant  Wretches !  who  do  not  know 
tliat  the  bcft  Song  that  can  be  addrefs'd  to  God, 
confifls  in  the  Purity  of  the  Heart.  They  might 
eafilycure  themfelves  of  their  Prejudices,  if  they 
were  to  caft  their  Eyes  into  certain  Nazarene 
Countries,  from  whence  the  Monks  have  been 
entirely  banifh'd  :  They  would  there  fee  that  the 
Deity  is  fo  far  from  being  offended  at  the  Banifh- 
ment  and  Profcription  of  thofe  Drones,  that  he 
has  blefsM  thofe  Kingdoms  with  Wealth  and 
Plenty.  Confider,  dear  Ifaac^  how  many  Chil- 
dren all  thefe  Monks  would  have,  if  one  was  a 
Shoemaker,  another  a  Taylor,  another  a  Baker, 
bV,     Now  the  fame  Arret  that  fupprefs'd  the  Mo- 
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r.aderlcs,  wou'd  alfo  break  open  the  Prifons  cf 
Numbers  of  young  Women ;  and  in  fifteen  Years 
Time  the  Kingdom  wou'd  be  more  populous  by- 
one  third.  The  French  who  make  ufe  of  their 
Reafon,  know  the  Abufe  of  Convents  and  Mona- 
fleries,  but  they  have  a  Veneration  for  it  as  an  Er- 
ror of  Antiquity,  confecrated  under  the  Veil  of 
Religion,  kept  up  by  the  Superftitious,  and  pro- 
tected by  the  fovereign  Pontiff.  The  feveral  Mo- 
nadic Orders  are  as  fo  many  different  Regiments 
under  his  Comm.and,  which  keep  Garrifon  in  the 
Nazarene  Countries  that  are  of  his  Faith.  By  the 
Afliftance  of  thefe  Forces,  v/hich  have  their  fe- 
veral  Liveries,  their  Colonels,  their  Captains,  and 
even  their  Colours  or  Banners,  he  has  often  fhook  . 
the  Thrones  of  the  mofl:  powerful  Monarchs,  and 
ftabb'd  them  to  the  Heart  in  the  midft  of  their  Courts 
and  Armies. 

The  Englijh  and  Dutch  could  never  totally  pro- 
fcrlbe  or  banifh  the  Monks  from  their  Countries^, 
but  they  have  forbid  them  to  appear  there  in  their 
military  Habits,  fo  that  they  drefs  there  like  other 
Men.  But  in  the  Toleration  which  they  grant  tO' 
the  Soldiers  of  the  fovereign  Pontiff,  they  have 
excepted  the  *  Grenadiers,  who  are  bold  refolute 
People,  and  ready  to  undertake  any  thing  for  the* 
Accomplifliment  of  their  Defigns.  Thefe  look  on- 
the  other  Monies  with  Contem.pt,  and  pretend  not 
to  be  of  their  Ciafs.  Neverthelefs,  they  are  not- 
merely  Ecclefiaftics,  and  their  Eftablifhment  and 
Politics  are  equally  difficult  to  define  and  difcover. 
They  are  as  learned,  as  the. other  Friars  are  igno- 
rant; feeble  Friends,  but  implacable  Enemies 3  fe- 
vere  in  their  Manners,-  and  very  regular  in  their 
V/ays  of  Living,  whatever  their  Adverfaries  fay 
of  'era  j  but  .  r.elax  as  to  other  Points,,  and  com-? 
*  The  Jefuits. 
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plalfant  even  to  excefs.  Their  Morality  Is  a  Con- 
fequence  of  their  Policy,  as  their  refervM  Condu(?c 
is  of  that  good  Order  ^nd  Rule  which  are  injoin'd  by- 
their  principal  Leaders.  As  private  Men  they  are 
engaging,  good-natured,  and  unaffe(51ed;  but  intho- 
generality  as  a  Body,  they  arc  haughty,  dangerous, 
crafty  Impoftors,  and  ambitious  beyond  exprcffon. 
They  are  not  terrified  at  Dangers  ;  tliey  travel  every 
Day  to  the  remotcjft  Countries  to  make  Incurfions, 
and  to  plant  the  Nazarcne  Standard  there.  They 
are  an  unfliaken  Bulwark  to  the  fovercign  Ponlifl  j. 
fo  that  wlien  l\e  is  under  a  Ncceffity  of  undertaking 
any  Coup  d' Eclat ^  he  ahvays  applies  to  them.  For  this 
reafon  they  are  often  fufpeclcd  to  be  the  Authors  of 
a  great  many  Things  in  which  they  have  no  Share, 
They  are  of  great  Ufe  to  the  Society,  by  the  Cara 
they  take  of  the  Education  of  the  Youth,  which  is 
commonly  committed  to  tiiem.  Theypafs  for  great 
Enemies  to  the  Fair  Sex,  in  which  they  differ  intirely 
from  certain  Friars*,  who  are  deem'd  the  Heroes 
of  Monaftic  Gallantry.  'Tis  not  many  Days  ago, 
that  one  of  thefe  was  unfortunately  furprifed  witli  a 
Fair  Penitent  of  his,  whom  he  had  introduced  into 
his  Convent  in  Man's  Apparel.  The  Affair  made  a 
good  deal  of  Noife  at  firff,  but  the  Monks  endeavour'd 
to  hudi  it  up,  and  in  public  denied  the  Truth  of 
the  Fadl. 

The  Frenchjnan  who  told  me.  the  Story,  fald  by 
way  of  Banter,  That  it  would  be  of  Service  to  the 
State,  if  the  Monks  play'd  thefe  Pranks  oftener; 
They  ivou'd  make  PVance  populous^  faid  he,  and  would 
he  no  longer  fuch  a  Charge  upon  the  Public.  God 
forbid^  faid  another  Frenchman^  that  the  Race  of  fo 
pernicious  a  Breed  fhould  ever  multiply :  We  JJjould 
then  fee  Monjlers  to  the  third  Generation :  The  Fa- 
ther a  Drone;  the  Son  a  Rafcal\  and  guefs  what 
*  The  Cordelias. 
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would  be  the  Grandfon.  By  this  thou  may*ft  judp^e 
what  Opinion  fome  of  the  Nazarenes  have  of  their 
Friars. 

Fare  thee  well,    dear  Ifaac^  and  live  content, 
with  a  full  Meafare  of  Happinefs. 


LETTER    XLIII. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  to 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Rabbit  at  ConftantU 
nople. 

COME  Time  ago,  dear  Ifaac^  I  gave  thee  my 
*^  Opinion  concerning  the  Notion  that  all  People 
are  damn'd,  who  have  not  the  good  Fortune  to  be 
born  within  the  Pale  of  Ifrael^.  I  confefs'd  to 
thee  that  I  cou'd  not  believe  that  an  infinite  Num- 
ber of  good  People,  who  have  in  their  Religion  con- 
form'd  to  the  Precepts  of  the  foundeft  Morality, 
who  have  obey'd  the  internal  Legiflator,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  Di6lates  of  their  Confcience,  and  the  Im- 
preflions  of  natural  Reafon,  cou'd  be  damn'd.  I 
founded  my  Opinion  on  the  Goodnefs  and  Juftice 
of  God,  to  the  very  Eflence  of  which  Attributes 
the  everlafting  Mifery  of  innocent  Creatures  is  di- 
redly  contrary.  I  frankly  declare  to  thee,  that  up- 
on this  Goodnefs,  and  this  fame  Juftice,  I  would 
gladly  eftablifh  a  fecond  Principle,  viz.  that  the 
Pains  of  the  Damn'd  will  not  be  eternal;  and  that 
after  a  certain  Number  of  Ages,  the  Souls  condemn'd 
to  the  Torments  of  the  Damn'd,  will  be  cleans'd. 
2nd  purify'd  from  their  Stains,  by  the  Pains  which- 
they  have  endured. 

*  Letter  XXXYL 
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How  can  it  be  conceiv'd  that  God  fhould  con- 
demn Millions  of  Creatures  to  everlafting  Mifery  ? 
For  by  admitting  that  Man,  wlio  had  the  Free- 
Will  of  committing  Good  or  Evil,  has  given  Oc- 
cafion  to  the  Deity  to  punifh  him  eternally,  and 
that  Jullicc  being  a  Qiiality  as  efTenti^il  to  the  Su- 
preme Being  as  Goodnefs,  the  everlafting  Punifh- 
ment  of  the  Damn'd  vi^ere  a  juft  Punifhment,  it 
does  not  clear  up  the  Difficulty  in  queftion,  becaufe 
God  having  it  at  his  Option  to  purge  Men  from 
their  Tranfgreffions  by  temporary  Pains,  it  is  to  be 
prcfuppofcd  that  he  ought  to  choofe  the  latter.  The 
Notion  which  I  have  of  Clemency  (a  Notion  which 
I  could  not  be  miftaken  in  entertaining,  becaufe 
'tis  conformable  to  the  Light  of  Nature,  and  comes 
to  me  from  God)  evidently  convincing  me  that  it  is 
uiijuft,  when  it  is  poiTible  to  put  an  End  to  the 
Torments  of  an  unhappy  Perfon,  to  prolong  them 
eternally  without  a  lawful  Caufe.  Now  there  is 
none  at  all  for  the  rendering  Damnation  eternal. 
I  would  fain  afk  xh^JewiJJo^Nazarene^Zin^.  Mahojiutan 
Do6^ors,  who  are  alike  pofitive  in  the  Point  of  the 
eternal  Mifery  of  Creatures,  whether  God  could 
not,  if  he  thought  fit,  order  it  fo  that  the  Pains 
which  Souls  futFer  after  the  Deftru£lion  of  the  Body, 
fhould  render  them  pure  and  worthy  to  come  into 
his  Prefcnce.  There  is  no  Divine,  I  believe,  of 
any  Religion  whatfoever,  that  will  dare  to  make  an- 
fwer,  that  tb.e  Almighty  cannot  blot  out  the  Stains 
of  a  Soul,  be  they  ever  fo  deep.  Let  fuch  a  one 
be  wIjo  or  what  he  will,  he  mufl  be  deem'd  either 
an  Athcift,  who  fets  Limits  to  the  Power  of  the 
Deity,  and  who  by  confequence  would  gladly  anni- 
liilate  it ;  or  an  Idiot,  who  has  not  the  leaft  No- 
tion either  of  found  Philofophy,  or  even  of  the  ge- 
neral Ideas  of  Order.  Now  putting  the  Cafe  that 
tlic  Punifhment  which  a  Man  fuffers,  tho'  ever  fo 
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much  deferv'd,  does  not  render  him  a  jot  the  more- 
virtuous;  and  that  at  the  fame  time  it  is  in  the 
Power  of  another  to  inflict  lefler  Penance  upon  him^ 
which  fhall  reftore  him  to  his  Innocence,  and  give 
him  a  Hatred  of  Vice ;  I  would  know  of  the  Di- 
vines, what  ought  to  be  done  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  and- 
what  would  be  the  DicSlate  of  Clemency  ?  Every 
Man  in  his  Senfes  cannot  help  confeffing,  that  the 
latter  Method  ought  to  be  preferr'd.  Now  fmce  it 
is  in  the  Pov/er  of  God  to  put  an  End  to  the  Pains 
of  the  Damn'd,  and  fmce  he  can  render  thcf:?  Pains 
ufeful  and  advantageous  to  them,  why  fhou'd  any 
body  think  th^t  he  renders  tliem  everlafling  and 
unavailable,  and  tliat  he  fhould  do  111,  when  it  is  in 
his  Power  to  do  Good  ?  Is  it  not  an  Abfurdity  to 
maintain  and  believe,  that  fovereign  Juflice  can  be 
for  Injuftice  ? 

But^  fome  will  fay,  yau  judge  of  the  Jt tributes  of 
the  infinite  Beings  by  thofe  of  finite  Creatures.  Tcu 
are  for  diving  to  the  very  Bottom  of  Gcd's  Clejiicncyy 
and  can  have  no  Idea  of  it.  This  Objeilion  is  falfe, 
and  is  the  very  Bafis  and  Foundation  of  all  the  Ab- 
furdities  of  the  Schools.  For  I  grant  that  I  can  have 
no  intire  and  perfect  Idea  of  the  celcftial  Clemency.. 
But  the  Notion  I  have  of  it  is  not  a  wrong  and  fal- 
lacious one,  becaufe  it  is  agreeable  to  Reafon, 
which  being  the  only  Light  that  the  Divinity  has 
granted  for  my  Condudl:,  cannot  miflead  me.  If 
Things  which  pafs  with  Men  for  the  moft  juil  and 
equitable,  are  unjuft  in  the  Sight  of  God,  there  is 
an  End  of  all  Certainty,  and  all  is  Confufion.  What 
will  be  deem'd  Virtue,  may  be  Vice  ;  w'e  fhall 
entertain  no  Notion  faitable  to  the  Attributes  of  the 
fupreme  Being,  and  it  muft  be  faid  that  we  have 
no  Idea  of  him  confident  with  thofe  which  we  arc 
furnifli'd  with  by  the  Light  of  Nature.  For  as  foon 
35  it  is  granted  that  the  fame  Notions  which  I  en- 
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tertain  of  Goodnefs  and  Clemency,  may  be  afcrlbed 
to  the  Gocdnefs  and  Clemency  of  Heaven,  I  fhall 
from  thence  therefore  plainly  conclude,  that  no- 
thing whatfoever,  repugnant  to  thofe  Ideas,  can 
have  Exiftence  in  the  Attributes  of  God.  Now  I 
am  clearly  convinced,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the 
invifible  Wifdom  to  infli6l  everlafting;  and  unavail^ 
able  Punifliments,  when  they  may  be  render'd 
fliort  and  ufcful.  Surely  therefore,  God,  in  whofe 
Pov/er  it  was  to  render  the  Torments  of  the  Damn'd 
ufeful  and  temporary,  could  not  choofe  to  render 
them  everlafting  and  ufelefs,  becaufc  God,  being 
i'overeignly  Wife,  always  adb  conformably  to 
Wifdom. 

Our  facred  Books  afllire  us,  dear  Ifiac^  in  feveral- 
Places,  that  God  will  not  always  chide,  nor  will 
he  keep  his  Anger  for  ever  *.  Why  therefore  fhould 
Cruelty  be  afcribed  to  him,  which  is  a  Principle  di- 
rectly contrary  to  his  EfTence  ?  If  any  ExprefTions  in 
Scripture  feem  to  favour  the  Notion  of  evcrlafting 
Damnation,  it  is  where  a  Meaning  is  put  upon  them 
which  they  do  not  carry,  and  where  they  are  not 
interpreted  as  they  ought.  Into  what  Abfurditics 
fhould  we  not  fall,  were  we  to  explain  all  the  Paf- 
fages  of  the  Bible  literally  ? 

The  Nazarevc  Doctors,  who  eflablifh  their  Opi-^ 
nion  of  everlafllng  Puniftiment  upon  the  precife 
Terms  of  their  facred  Books,  have  no  better  P^oun- 
dation  for  it  than  our  Rabbies  have  ;  for  they  own- 
that  fomctimes  the  literal  Senfe  of  certain  ExprefTions 
muft  not  be  adhered  to.  Why  then  don't  they  in- 
terpret thofe  Words  of  evcrlajiing  Fire^  and  cndlcfs 
Torments^  in  fuch  a  manner  as  does  not  hurt  the 
Idea  we  have  of  the  Divine  Mercy  ?  To  this  they 
anfwcr,  That  the  Juflice  of  God  is  an  Attribute 

f  Sec  Pfal.  ciii.     Ifaiah  Ivii.     Micah  vii. 
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which  Is  as  efTential  to  his  Being  as  his  Mercy,  and 
that  his  Juftice  demands  the  Punifliment  of  Faults;. 
But  this  Anfwer  is  another  Evafion  :  For  as  his 
Juftice  is  capable  of  being  fatisfied  by  a  temporary 
Punifhm.ent,  it  ought  not  to  demand  an  everlafting 
one.  And  the  Queftion  again  recurs  to  this  Point,. 
viz.  Whether  it  was  not  in  the  Power  of  God,  that 
the  moft  enormous  Sins  fhould  be  expiated  by  tem- 
porary Torments  ?  Undoubtedly  he  that  is  Almigh- 
ty had  it  in  his  Power ;  and  therefore  he  has  fo  or- 
dered it,  becaufe  he  always  does  what  is  beft,  moft 
charitable,  moft  mild,  moft  merciful  ;  and  becaufe 
it  is  more  agreeable  to  Clemency  and  Mercy,  to  in- 
flict temporary  Punifhments,  than  fuch  as  never 
fhould  have  an  End. 

There  is  a  DifHculty  that  occurs  to  the  Mind  in 
favour  of  the  rigid  Divines,  viz.  the  future  State  of 
the  Devils :  If  the  Pains  of  the  Damn'd  are  tranfi- 
tory,  it  will  follow  that  thofe  of  the  Devils  muft  be 
fo  too.  This  feems  at  firft  Sight  contrary  to  our 
moft  familiar  Ideas.  But  when  we  confider  the 
Matter  attentively,  and  lay  afide  all  Prejudice,  the 
Delufion  foon  vanifties  ;  and.  there  is  nothing  ira- 
poflible,  or  even  contrary  to  Reafon,  in  the  Suppo- 
lition  that  there  will  be  an  End  even  to  the  Torments 
of  the  Devils.  Befides,  we  don't  know  the  Nature 
of  thofe  Spirits  ;  v/e  are  not  fure  that  they  do  all 
that  Mifchief  to  Mankind  which  is  pretended.  Who 
knows  too,  whether  they  are  not  forc'd  to  do  it,, 
and  whether  God  does  not  make  ufe  of  them  as  his. 
Inftruments  to  punifti  Vice  ?  In  fuch  cafe,  the  Evils 
which  they  commit  ought  not  to  be  charged  upon 
them  as  Crimes,  fince  the  Angels  themfelves  have 
fometimes  been  the  Minifters  of  the  Wrath  of  Hea- 
ven. A  Devil,  who  a6ls  by  the  Order  of  the  Deity,, 
is  no  more  criminal  than  the  deftroying  Angel,  and 
therefore  is  ojily  puniftiable  for  his  firft  OiTencc.. 
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Where's  the  Impoflibllity  but  God  may  one  Day 
forgive  him  for  it,  and  that  it  may  be  effac'd  by  Pu- 
iiifliment  and  Repentance  ?  A  Man  would  be  very 
filly  to  affirm  upon  the  Faith  of  the  Stories,  which 
are  related  by  the  Nazarene  Monks  in  the  Hiftory 
af  their  Exorcifms,  that  the  Devils  blafpheme  the 
Divinity.  'Tis  to  be  prefuppofed  that  they  a£l  very 
differently,  as  well  as  the  Damn'd,  and  that  both 
the  one  and  the  other  being  Spirits  difengag'd  from 
the  Shackles  of  the  Body,  and  (helter'd  from  the 
Delufions  of  the  Senfes,  they  know  that  the  Wrath 
of  God,  how  great  foever,  may  be  turn'd  by  Re- 
pentance ;  and  undoubtedly  they  are  the  better  for 
this  Knowledge.  That  Rage  they  are  faid  to  be 
pofTcPicd  with  in  the  Books  of  the  Nazare7ics^  is  an 
Anguifli  of  A'lind  that  torments  the  Damn'd  from  a 
hearty  Sorrow  that  they  have  difplcafed  the  Divinity  : 
And  this  Sorrow  is  a  Homage  they  pay  to  him, 
which  fervcs  as  a  Preparation  for  their  future  State, 
purges  their  Faults,  cleanfcs  their  Stains,  and,  after 
Ibme  time  of  Suffering,  renders  them  worthy  of  the 
Mercy  of  God. 

The  State  of  Purgatory,  which  many  religious 
Se<5ls  have  adopted  as  a  Truth,  is  an  evident  Proof 
of  the  Opinion  of  its  Profeffors,  that  by  Sufferings 
a  guilty  Soul  may  be  made  fit  to  behold  its  Creator. 
'Tis  true  that  the  Nazarene  Papifts  have  publiih'd 
fo  many  Abfurdities  on  this  Article  of  a  Place  of 
Atonement,  that  their  Adverfaries  have  had  Reafon 
to  treat  all  their  Stories  as  Impoftures,  invented  for 
no  other  End  than  to  fatisfy  the  Avarice  of  the  Priefts : 
But  if  they  had  barely  contented  themfelves  with  ad- 
mitting of  a  Place  to  which  all  Souls  in  general  were 
to  defcend  after  Death,  there  to  remain  till  they 
were  purify 'd,  their  Opinion  would,  I  think,  have 
been  very  rational  ^   ifty  Becaufc  the  Opinioji  wliicji 

docs 
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does  not  admit  of  everlafting  Punifhment,  feems  to 
me  to  be  perfe6lly  agreeable  to  the  Ideas  which  the 
Light  of  Nature  conveys  to  me  of  the  Clemency  of 
God :  idly^  Becaiife  if  v/e  diftinguifh  the  Souls  in  the 
Life  to  come  into  tv/o  ClafTes  only,  'tis  as  much  as 
to  fay  that  all  Souls  when  they  go  out  of  the  Body, 
are  either  perfedily  pure,  or  all  over  defiled.  Ne- 
verthelefs  it  is  vifible,  that  this  is  evidently  falfe. 
The  Mercy  of  God  therefore  requires  that,  in  order 
to  favour  the  Happinefs  of  Souls,  there  fliould  be 
fbme  Method  to  cleanfe  thofe  who  had  been  more 
addicted  to  Evil  than  Good.  Now,  by  admitting 
one  general  Refidence  for  all,  in  which  they  might 
be  purg'd  of  their  Crimes,  it  abolifhes  the  Purgatory 
of  the  Papifts,  a  middle  State  between  Hell  and 
Heaven,  invented  by  the  Craft  of  the  Monks ;  and 
the  Inconveniences  are  obviated,  which  appear  in 
the  Syftem  of  thofe  who  only  admit  of  two  ClafTes  in 
the  Life  to  come. 

The  Doftors  who  maintain  the  Eternity  of  Tor- 
ments objedt,  that  the  Opinion  that  they  will  have 
an  End,  inclines  Men  to  be  loofe,  and  authorizes 
Crimes  by  giving  Encouragement  to  thofe  who  com- 
mit them.  Do  hut  once  perfuade  the  People^  fay 
they,  that  the  greaiejl  Offences  will  he  one  Day  par- 
don^ d^  and  you  fet  open  the  Bar  to  Licentloufnejs  of 
Manners,  to  Difoonejiy,  to  Murder,  Majfacre,  &c. 
'  Since  our  Torm.ents,  the  Wicked  will  think,  are 
'  not  to  laft  for  ever,  let  us  balance  the  Pleafures 
'  we  {ball  have  a  Tafte  of  upon  Earth,  with  the 

*  traniitcry  Torments  we  are  to  fufPer  in  the  other 
«   World  ;    which,    be  they  ever  fo  fevere,  ought 

*  not  to  frighten  us,  fmce  we  are  fure  that  they  will 

*  end  in  a  happy  Eternity.'  The  Difference,  -4:on- 
t'lnue  the  Droiius,  between  the  Virtuous  and  the 
Wicked  is  io  fmall,  that  it  can  fcarce  make  any  Im- 

prclTion 
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predion  upon  the  latter  ;  for  fuppofing  thirty  thou- 
iand  Years  of  Pains  and  Torments,  what  is  it  to 
immenfe  Eternity  ?  A  Drop  of  Water  compared  to 
the  Ocean,  gives  but  a  faint  Idea  of  that  unhappy 
Period,  compared  to  happy  Eternity. 

'Tis  certain,  dear  Ifaac^  that  there  is  a  Plaufibi- 
lity  in  thefe  Arguments,  yet  when  they  are  fcann'd 
thoroughly,  they  lofe  a  valT:  deal  of  their  Weight ; 
and  'tis  vifible  that  they  have  more  of  the  Specious 
than  the  Sohd.  The  more  conformable  the  threat- 
ned  Punifhm.ent  is  to  the  Ideas  of  Mankind,  the 
more  ImprefTion  it  makes  upon  their  Minds.  Now 
"tis  very  certain,  that  there  being  fomething  in  ever- 
lafting  Torments,  not  only  contrary  to  the  Good- 
ncfs  of  God,  but  even  to  the  Notions  of  the  mean- 
eft  of  Mankind,  moft  of  the  Rakes,  Debauchees, 
and  Wits  of  the  World,  totally  rejedi  the  Belief  of 
a  Flell,  bccaufe  they  fee  no  Proportion  between 
temporary  P'aults  and  eternal  Punifhments.  As 
Religion  does  not  furnifh  a  juft  middle  Opinion  to 
fnevv'  a  Connection  between  the  tVv'o  former,  they 
run  into  an  Extreme,  and  not  only  difl^elieve  mor- 
tal Punifliments,  but  even  momentary  ones.  Every 
Day's  Experience  demonftrates  this  Truth  {o  clear- 
ly, that  all  the  philofophical  Difcourfes  in  the  World 
cannot  defeat  it.  Don't  we  fee  a  vaft  Number  of 
ftupid  People,  whofe  Contempt  of  Hell  is  not  owing 
to  their  Study,  exceiUvely  indifferent  about  it  for 
;no  other  Reafon  but  their  faint  Opinion  of  its  Ex- 
.iftence  ? 

'Tis  a  Adiflake  to  think  .that  Men  who  are  per- 
fuaded  of  the  Reality  of  certain  Pains,  which,  tho' 
they  are  extremely  fevere  and  cruel,  are  to  have 
an  End,  will  not  endeavour  to  efcape  them.  For, 
as  they  are  convinc'd  of  the  Reality  of  fuch  Pains, 
and  as  it  carries  nothing  in  it  contrary  to  their  own 

Notions, 
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Notions,  they  are  ftruck  with  it  to  the  laft  Degree. 
One  need  only  confider  how  many  Alms  the  Na%a- 
renes  of  the  feveral  Se6ls  have  given  to  their  Priefts, 
and  how  many  Fafts,  Pilgrimages,  b^c,  they  obferve, 
to  be  fully  convinced  of  what  EfFe<St  the  Notion  of 
temporary  Punifhment  has  upon  the  Minds  of  the 
greateft  Criminals.  We  need  only  caft  our  Eyes  on 
what  pafTes  at  Rome  during  the  Jubilee.  There  are 
few  of  the  Banditti  or  Robbers  of  Italy ^  but  are  for 
gaining  Indulgences  for  two  or  three  thoufand  Years : 
They  don't  think  of  avoiding  Hell,  but  all  they  care 
for  is  to  fhorten  the  Time  of  their  future  Refidencc 
in  Purgatory. 

I  conclude  my  Letter,  dear  Ijaac^  with  this  Re-»- 
fle6lion  :  All  Mankind  will  neceffarily  agree  in  ad- 
mitting the  Opinion  of  fuch  Punifliments  as  are 
■conformable  to  all  Men's  Notions  ;  by  confe- 
cjuence  their  Fear  will  tend  to  the  Good  of  So-' 
ciety.  The  Ungodly,  the  Libertines,  and  the  Wits 
will  have  no  Argument  to  combate  a  Belief  that  is 
founded  upon  the  Ideas  of  the  Light  of  Nature  : 
They  will  not  dare  to  flatter  themfelves  with  the 
Impunity  of  their  Crimes  on  any  pretence  what- 
foever  :  They  can  then  no  longer  fay,  1^'he  Puniflj- 
?nents  luith  which  you  threaten  us,  are  inconfiftent  with 
the  Goodncfs  of  God:  JVe  don^t  comprehend  that  a 
Fault,  he  it  ever  fo  great,  can  never  be  expiated :  The 
Hell  of  which  you  affure  us  the  Exijlence,  is  repug- 
nant to  cur  Notions,  When  they  are  fully  poflefs'd 
of  the  Truth  of  an  Opinion  confiftent  with  the 
Ideas  of  Order,  they  v/ill  be  fenfible  that  their 
Crimes  will  be  feverely  chaftiz'd,  and  that  their 
Punifhments  will  be  proportionable  to  their  Faults. 
Then,  in  order  to  avoid  this  temporary  Hell,  they 
v/ill  do  every  thing  that  the  Greek  and  Roman  Na- 
%arc?2is  do  to  free  themfelves  from  Purgatory ;  and 

when 
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v/hen  they  really  believe  its  Exiftence,  they  will  be 
4:he  more  ftruck  with  it. 

Fare  thee   well,   my  dear  Ifaac  ;  endeavour  to 
live  content  and  happy ;  and  let  me  hear  from  thee. 


LETTER     XLIV. 

Trom  Isaac  Onis,  a   RaWi^  at  Conftan- 
tinople,  to  Aaron  Monceca  at  Paris. 

T  Have  been  fo  much  employ 'd,  that  I  have  not 
'■■  been  able  to  anfwer  thv  Letters  fooner.  A  con- 
fiderable  Number  of  us  Rabbies  and  *  Caraites  hiive 
had  a  Meeting,  to  try  if  we  could  bring  about  an 
Union  of  our  Opinions  ;  but  after  having  difputed 
to  no  purpofe,  we  fcparated. 

I  confefs  to  thee,  dear  Monceca^  tliat  for  my  own 
part  I  have  been  alnioft  convinced  by  th.^fe  Con- 
ferences, that  the  Caraites  have  a  good  Caufe ;  I 
did  what  I  could  to  prevail  with  my  Brethren  tQ 
give  up  certain  Opinions,  but  they  rigidly  pleaded 
for  the  Validity  and  Truth  of  the  Talmud.  I  could 
not  help  blufhins;  when  the  Caraites  asked  us,  Ifuje 
could  in  reofon  oblige  them  to  believe^  that  God  is  forced 
to  roar  like  a  Lion  three  times  in  a  Night  \  the  firji 
time  when  the  Afs  brays ^  the  fccond  ivhen  the  Dags 
barky  and  the  third  time  when  the  Infant  fucks  at  the 

*  Caraitcsy  a  Se*^  of  Modern  Jews,  in  oppofition  to 
the  Rabbinical  Clafs,  or  tliofe  who  adinit  the  Talmud 
of  the  Rabbies.  The  Term  Caj-ai  fignifie?,  a  Man  of 
ionfummate  Knozi  ledge  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  ;  for  which 
Reafon  they  whofe  Faith  is  only  founded  on  the  Bibles 
are  called  Caraites. 

vVoL.  II.  C  Bre.:-}. 
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Breaji^  and  when  the  JVoman  talks  to  her  Husband? 
God  then  fays^  Wo  be  to  ?ne^  becaiife  I  have  dejiroy'd 
?ny  Houfe^  burnt  my  Temple^  and  made  my  Children 
■Captives  *.  '  This,  faid  the  Caraites,  is  a  Sample 
'  of  that  ConfelTion  of  Faith,  which  you  want  us  to 

*  fisn,  by  adopting  the  ridiculous  Errors  of  the 
^  Talmud.  But  we  find  that  they  who  have  fuch 
'  Notions  of  God,  can  neither  fcrve  nor  worfhip 
<  him.     What  Honour  does  a  Being  deferve,  that  is 

*  liable  to  all  kinds  of  Folly,  obliged  to  bray  and  to  be 

*  in  a  Rage,  fubjeft  to  all  the  Paffions,  to  Hatred, 
'  Defpair  and  Repentance,  and  fo  fhort-fighted  as 
"  not  to  have  forefeen  that  by  abandoning  his  People, 

*  he  would  be  guilty  of  a  Fault  which  he  would 
•'   repent  of  for  a  long  time.' 

'IVas  in  vain  for  our  Rabbics  to  think  of  con- 
vincing their  Adverfaries  by  the  Sentiments  of  the 
Rabbies,  and  by  the  great  Number  of  Jews  that 
adhere  to  the  Talmud  ;  We  have  no  ether  Writings^ 
reply 'd  the  Caraites,  for  the  Rule  of  our  Faith ^  than 
the  tiventy-four  Books  of  the  Bible  f  ;  zvhich  you  own 
icis  well  as  we^  vjere  written  by  Perfons  whom  God 
had  infpired.  We  are  therefore  j lift i fable  in  rejeSiing 
all  human  Traditions  tvhich  are  contrary  thereunto. 
What  can  human  Sentiments  avail  againft  the  Com- 
?nand  of  God^  who  is  unchangeable^  and  not  liable 
to  Paffions  ?  Whereas^  were  he  fuch  as  the  Talmud^ 

*  Heidan  de  Origine  Errori:,  p.  25^. 

•f-  TLe  Author  of  the  Caraite  Commentary,  which  goes 
by  the  Name  oi  Jarons,  the  Son  oijofeph,  who  Jived 
in  the  Clofe  of  the  Xlllth  Century,  and  whofe  Work  is 
preferved  in  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Fathers  of  the 
Oratory  at  Paris,  whither  it  was  brought  from  Conjian- 
tinopUy  approves  of  all  the  Books  of  the  Bible  which  are 
in  the  Jenjoijh  Canon,  and  reckons  up  .twenty-four  of 
ihem^  as  others  do; 


tf» 
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■aud  the  IVriihigs  of  the  Rabbles  reprefent  hhn^  thf! 
Creator  would  be  more  vile^  and  more  to  be  pity'' d  than 
the  Creature. 

I  know  not  how  it  happens,  dear  Monceca^  that 
our  Brethren  are  fo  infatuated  with  a  Number  of 
Notions,    that   are   fo    inconfiftent    with    the   Idea 
which  we  ought  to  have  of  the  Almighty.     That 
Medley  of  Chimsras  and  Supcrftitions,  which  wc 
have  added  to  the  written  Law,  is  aftonifhing  to  a 
Man  of  Scnfe,  and  renders  him  fliy  of  certain  Ce- 
remonies, which  would  be  more  reafonable  if  they 
were  not  fo  numerous.     Superftitions  are  the  fame 
thing   to  Religion,  as  ufelefs  Suckers  are  to  Tree?, 
wliich,  by  wafting  the  Spirit  and  Juice,  leave  tiie 
Trunk  faplcfs,   and  hinder  it  from   bearing  Fruit. 
In  the  feveral  Syftems  of  Faith  that  are  in  the  World, 
*tis  eafy  to  perceive,  that  thofe  which  are  mnft  in- 
cumber'd  with  fuperftitioMs  Ceremonies,    are  Icaft 
put  in  pracSbice  as  to  the  EfTentials.     A   'Jew  breaks 
the  Commandments  of  God  ten  times  a  Day,  with- 
out regarding  what  he  does,  and  fcems  to  mind  no- 
thing but  the  Ceremonies  and  Cuftoms  of  the  Sab- 
bath-Day,    A  Man  will  be  guilty  of  a  Robbery  or 
Adultery,  who  would  fcruple  to  cut  his  Bread  witk 
the  Knife  of  a  NazarcKe.     If  thefe  Cuftoms  wcr^ 
commanded   in  the  Law,  they  might  be  jufl:ify'd, 
did  they  appear  ever  fo  ridiculous  j    b"t  fince  they 
liave  nothing  for  their  Foundation,  but  the  chimse- 
rical  Vifions  of  fome  of  our  Elders,  I  own  to  thee, 
that  I  can  only  approve  of  thofe  People,  who  making 
\\{q  of  the  Reafon   wliich  Cjod  has  given  them  for 
their  Guide,  are  for  adhering  precifely  to  what  they 
find  written  in  our  facred  Books.     And  fmce  I  take 
thee  for  my  Friend,  v/hom  I  can  truft  witli  ray  mod 
fecret  Thoughts,  I  muit  tell  thee,  that  I  Jiave  re- 
folved  to  embrace  the  Sentiments  of  the  Cara'ites, 
and  to  quit  thofe  of  the  RahblnijU  entirely.     I  am 
C  2  '   fenfible 
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fsnfible  that  my  Alteration  of  Sentiments  will  make 
£  furprizing  Noife,  that  our  Synagogues  will  grum- 
ble at  it,  and  that,  as  I  am  one  of  the  fenior  Rab- 
bies,  my  Proceeding  may  be  attended  with  Confc- 
quences  which  tend  to  open  the  Eyes  of  many  others.; 
but  worldly  Interefts  ought  not  to  hinder  us  from 
adhering  to  the  Truth  as  foon  as  we  perceive  it, 
"To  give  the  lefs  Occafion  for  fpeaking  of  my  Change, 
J  have  actually  purpofed  a  Voyage  to  Egypt ;  I  am 
going  to  fettle  at  Cairo^  where  1  ihall  live  with  my 
Kcw  Brethren,  the  pure  ^jews^  and  the  only  true 
Obfervcrs  of  the  Law  of  Mofes  *.  As  thou  might'fl 
be  apt  to  think,  that  I  have  adopted  this  new  Opi- 
nion, without  having  well  examin'd  it,  I  will  give 
'thee  the  particular  Reafons  which  determin'd  me 
to  it. 

Our  Rabbies  fay,  that  neither  the  two  Tables, 
sior  even  tlie  Pentateuch,  contain  every  thing  that 
was  enjoin'd  to  Mofes  upon  the  Mountain.  They 
fiiv,  'tis  evident,  that  if  God  bad  had  nothing  to 
dictate  but  the  written  Law,  an  Hour  only  would 
jkive  been  fufiicient  for  it,  or  at  moft  five  or  fix. 
They  conclude,  that  he  gave  it  to  Mofes  in  the 
Day-time,  and  that  he  explain'd  it  to  him  in  the 
Night.  'Tis  this  Explanation  that  they  call  the 
Oral  Law^  which  Mofes  taught  to  Joftiua  his  Sue- 
ceiTor,  and  Jcf.ma  to  the  Seventy  Elders,  who  tranf- 
mitted  i::  thus  commented  to  their  Pofterity,  and 
^ven  to  the  laft  of  the  Prophets,  from  whom  the 
;great  Sanhedrin  received  it  f .     From  that  Time 

*  At  Cairo,  Conftantinople,  and  even  in  Mufco^y^  there 
are  feveral  Caraites,  who  have  their  feparate  Synagogues, 
and  think  themfelves  the  only  true  Jeivs. 

•f  The  grand  Sanhedrin  was  the  chief  Tribunal  of  the 
yenA}s,  which  was  held  at  Jerufalem.  The  Term  is 
taken  from  the  Greek  'Zvvi\i()v,  which  fignifies  confffus, 
i.  £.  an  AiTembly  of  Men  fitting. 
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the  Fathers  have  tranfmltted  it  to  their  Children ^ 
which  is  the  Practice  at  this  Bay,  and  fcrves  for  a 
Rule  when  the  written  Law  is  mute. 

Without  flopping,  dear  Aioncf.ca^  to  examine 
the  Foundation  for  the  Rabbies  Opinion  that  God 
didhitcd  the  Law  in  the  Day-time,  and  cxplain'd  \i 
in  the  Night,  bccaufe  there  is  nothing  of  it  in  thr 
Bible  ;  and  admitting,  for  the  fake  of  fliortning  the 
Difpute,  that  Mofes  receiv'd  feveral  Ordinances 
from  the  Mouth  of  the  Almighty,  yet  I  can  never 
think  that  he  fpent  fo  many  Days  in  prefcribinj 
the  ridiculous  Ceremonies  and  odd  Whimfies  of  ths 
'1  almud.  And  if  I  admit  that  God  commanded  fe- 
veral Things  to  Mofes^  which  that  Prophet  did  not 
fet  down  in  Writing,  and  which  are  preferved  by 
Tradition,  I  maintain  on  the  other  hand,  that  every- 
thing which  is  abfurd  and  ridiculous  in  the  faici^ 
Tradition,  has  been  addc<J  to  it  in  procefs  of  Time; 
£.nd  that  every  Age  having  augmented  it  with  fome 
Error,  the  Talmud  is^become  the  Summary  of  that 
pretended  Tradition. 

l^  thou  doft  but  confider,  dear  Monceeo^  after 
what  manner  that  monftrous  Work  was  compofed, 
compiled  and  brought  to  Perfection,  thou  wilt  fee 
Error,  Abfurdities  and  Lyes  abound  more  and  more? 
in  it,  the  farther  it  comes  down  from  the  Time  irt. 
which  the  written  Law  was  given.  About  the 
188th  Year  of  the  Na%arcnes^  ^Rabbi  Judah  Hak-- 
kadofn  compiled  the  Writings  of  the  jHigh-Priell- 
call'd  Mifna^  and  that  was  the  firft  Original  of 
the  Talmud.  Tho*  there  are  many  Faults  to  bc- 
found  with  it,  yet  that  Work  is  very  far  from  be-- 
ing  as  bad  as  the  fecond  Collecftion  *,  written  irr 
469  by  Rabbi  Jochana?n^  and  fome  other   Hchrewi^- 

*  The  Talmud  of  Jerufalcin,  fo  called  becaufe  it  was 
made  in  that  City. 

-C  3  who 


30  TZ^^  jEwrsH  Spr.       Let.44. 

\^^ho  v/ere  his  Affiftants.  Finally,  in  476  Afa  and 
Hamma'i^  Rabbies  of  Babylon^  added  nev/  Vifions 
to  this  Book,  and  put  it  in  the  Condition  in  which 
we  now  fee  it*,  fome  ridiculous  Errors  excepted, 
which  the  Rabbi  Meir  added  about  the  Year  546, 
to  the  Impertinencies  of  Aja  his  Father,  w^hofe 
Memoirs  were  all  in  his  PolTeiTion. 

I  therefore  appeal  to  thy  own  Confcience,  dear 
Monceca^  whether  thcu  doff  think  that  the  Au- 
thority of  fuch  a°  Work,  which  the  older  it  is 
proves  tlie  fuller  of  Errors,  and  v/hich  deviates  in 
all  Points  from  the  primitive  Simplicity  of  our  Re- 
li,'?;ion,  ought  to  influence  my  Heart  more  than  the 
IVritings  of  Mofes  and  the  antient  Prophets,  and 
more  than  my  natural  Reafon,  which  plainly  de-. 
monflrates  to  me  that  the  Talmud  is  nothing  but  a 
Heap  of  Lnpoftures,  Chimaeras  and  Biafphemies  ? 
Where  is  the  Man,  I  do  not  fay  that  is  learned, 
I'Ut  that  is  ever  fo  filly,  who  has  not  an  infinite 
Contempt  for  a  Book  which  fays,  that  Gcd  mn- 
manded  a  Sacrifice  to  atiom  for  his  own  Faults? 
"What,  is  Gcd  a  Sinnrj* !  Is  God  fubjecl:  to  Vice! 
l^n  that  Cafe  he  cannot  be  perfect :  Is  he  not  thcre- 
;  fore  liable  to  all  tlie  Misfortunes  of  the  human  Na- 
ture? How  duril  he  punifli  a  Crime,  when  'tis  he 
himfelf  commits  it  ?  I  tremble,  dear  Monceca^  when 
I  tranfcribe  thefe  Biafphemies  ;  'tis  with  Reluctance 
tliat  my  Hand  commits  them  to  Paper.  I  had  not, 
duly  examined  my  Religion  hitherto  ;  I  was  in  an 
Error  owing  to  my  Prejudices  and  to  my  Negledf, 
The  Difpute  of  the  Caraites  has  caft  a  Beam  of 
I^ight  into  my  Soul,  v/hich  has  cpen'd  my  Eyes 
to  fee  \^\\Q,  dreadful  Miflakes  into  which  I  was 
plung'd.  As  foon  as  I  pcrceiv'd  Reafon  to  be  on 
the  fide  of  my  Adverfaries,  I  did  not  recur  to  So- 

*  The  Talmud  of  Bahyigv. 
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phiftry  to  prevent  me  from  being  enli^htenVi.  i 
honeftly  confefs'd  my  Error,  and  my  Humility  was 
of  fervice  to  pluck  me  out  of  that  Abyfs,  in  which 
my  Brethren  the  Rabbies  continue  plung'd. 

Endeavour  to  imitate  my  Example ;  abanJoa 
thy  Prejudices,  my  dear  Aaron  \  make  ufe  ct  lliy 
Reafon  to  combat  them  ;  and  confid'er  tii'::  if 
there  is  a  GoJ,  he  cannot  be  f  ich  as  the  IVibn-iul 
rcprefents  him  to  us.  No  body  is  more  convinc'd 
than  thou  art  of  the  abfulute  Neceflity  of  the  Ex- 
iftence  of  a  Being,  fn'ereignly  perfect.  Embrace 
therefore  tlie  Sentiment  of  the  Caraitcs,  who  don't 
injure  the  Divine  Being.  I  fear  that  in  the  Coun- 
try were  thou  art,  thou  haft  been  accuftomcd  to 
lean  too  much  to  pretended  Tradition  ;  wliich  is 
the  ftrong  Hold  of  the  Na-z^irene  Papifts,  and  the 
very  Rampart  of  their  Errors.  But  confider  that 
even  among  them  there's  a  fort  of  Caraites,  v.'ho 
have  refined  their  Reafon,  and  reduced  it  to  its 
primitive  EftabliOiment.  Do  thou  mike  ufe  of 
their  Arguments  to  reje£l  a  Tradition  which  is  nou. 
conformable  to  the  Text. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Monceca^  and  live  happy 
and  content.  i 


LETTER     XLV. 

F^'om  Aaron   Monceca,    at   Paris,    to 
Jacob  Brito,  at  Turin. 

Dear  Jacob, 

'T^  H  Y  Letters  relating  to  the  Gejiocfe  and  Pied- 

^     inonUje^    gave  me  great  Pleafure  :   I  envy  thv 

Condition,  and  don't  think  my  Life  fo  happy  as  a 

C  4  Tra/eiler':;^ 
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Traveller's.  He  fees  new  Objeds  continually 
which  both  divert  and  inftru61:  him ;  he  cultivates 
his  Undcrftanding  without  making  a  Toil  of  it,  and 
fludies  in  the  great  Volume  of  the  World,  the  only. 
Book  in  which  we  can  learn  to  know  Men.  Let 
a  Man's  Genius  be  what  it  v/ill,  one  can  attain  but 
to  a  fuperficial  Knov/ledge  of  the  Manners  of  Na- 
tions by  a  Library  ;  for  in  the  exadlefl  Relations 
there  are,  I  warrant,  twenty  Anecdotes  omitted 
which  give  the  Chara£ler  of  a  People,  and  which 
cannot  be  perceiv'd  but  by  living  with  them.  To 
this  add  the  Contradiction  there  is  in  moft  of  the 
Journals  of  Travellers,  and  the  Partiality  with  which 
they  are  written. 

The  antient  Philofophers  were  for  raoft  part  great 
Travellers  :  Plato  went  to  hear  Euclid  at  Megara^ 
and  'Theodore  the  Mathematician  at  Cyrene :  He 
travell'd  into  Egypt^  to  converfe  there  with  the 
Priefts  ;  and  'tis  even  faid,  that  in  that  very  Coun- 
try he  learn'd  our  Religion.  This  hov/ever  is  true, 
that  he  fpeaks  of  God  Vvlth  much  more  Dignity 
than  the  other  Pagan  Philofophers.  Nevertheless 
he  maintain'd  feme  Errors,  which  fet  him  at  a 
vaft  Dii^ance  from  the  Principles  of  our  Holy 
Lav/.  He  held  that  there  was  but  one  Almighty 
God,  the  fovereign  Maker  of  all  Things  ;  but  he 
admitted  of  a  Croud  of  fubaltern  Gods  and  Demt- 
Gods,  fubjedl:  indeed  to  the  former,  but  partak- 
ing his  Divinity*.  'Tis  to  no  purpofe  to  fee  if 
there's  any  thing  in  fuch  Dodlrine  that  refembles 
yndaifm^  for  the  Unity  of  God  is  the  Bafis  of  our 
Faith. 

*  Plato,  both  in  his  Timaus  and  his  de  Legihuirhys, 
that  the  World  is  a  God,  as  are  alfo  Heaven,  Earth, 
and  the  Mind,  and  all  thofe  whom  we  receive  by  In.^ 
itrudion  from  our  Aiicellors.  OV.  de  Nat.  Decfutn^ 
hb.  i.  cap.  1  z. 

Lb- 
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The  primitive  Nazarenes  were  for  the  mnft  part, 
of  this   Piiilofopher's  Sed  ;     and   they   fancied  that 
they  faw  all  the  Myfterics  of  their  Religion  in   his  ■ 
Writings.      One  of  their  Priefts  afRrms  that  Plato's 
Books  were  of  very  great  Service  in  explaining  a 
great    many   Trutlis    of    the   Naxarcfie   Faith    ta 
him  *.     Two    others   of  their    Doctors   pretend, 
that  he   knew    one   of    their    mod    fecret   Myfte- 
ric'S  f .     And   the  primitive   Nazarenes  had  almoft: 
recognized  \\\i\\  for  one  of  their  Saints.     At  a  Time 
when  Men  were  fond  of  particular  Sc6^s,  they  were 
under  fuch  a  Neceffitv  of  fupporting  their  Opinions  • 
with  the  Authority  of  ionic  eminent  Philofopher,. . 
that   they  were  oblig;ed  to  adopt  the  Writings  of 
Plato^  as  what  were  moft  sgrecable  to  Judaif??!  and 
Nazarcmf?n.    Moft  of  them  were  fo  well  convinced 
of  the  pretended  Faith  which  they  afcrib'd  to  this  • 
Philofopher,  that  near  796  Years  after  the  hftablifh- 
raent  of  tlieir   Rehgion,    they  were   for  granting 
him  the  Spirit  of  Prophecy.     In  the  Reign  of  Con- 
fantme  VI,  and  IreJie  his  Mother,,  a  very  anticn-t . 
Sepulchre    was   open'd  with    a    dead   Body   iai   it, 
which  was  affirm'd  to  be  Plato's'.  It  had  a  Plate  of. 
Gold   about   the  Neck,  and  this  Infcription  on  it  ; . 
Chrijl  JImll  be  bom  of  a  Virgin  :  I  bdicve  in  him  >  , 
and  thou  JJjalt  fee  me  once  ?nore  in  the  Dayi  of  Irene; 


*I  fliewM  him  (SlmpUcianus)  the  Covirfe  of  rr.^Fr- 
ror  ;  and  when  I  mention'd  that  i  had  read  fome  Books 
of  the  Platon'ijisj  which  were   tranflated  into  the  Latin 
Tongue  by  Vidorinus^  heretofore  Rhetoricirm  at  Rome,, 
who  I   had  heard   died  a  Chrillian,    he  congratuLitcd 
me  that   I  had  not  been  deceived  by  the  Writings  cT 
other  Philoibphers   full    of  Falhry  and  DeluPiOn,    with., 
refpe*^  to  the  Elements  of  this  World.      Ar.rnjiin.   Qsn-  - 
fsff.  lib.vm.  cap.   z,- 

t  J^Jfi^r^^^^V.^'i  ^1^^  Clement  of  AUxandrla^ 
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and  Coiiilantine  :j:.  '  v/ould  have  been  eafy  for 
Men,  free  of  their  Prejudices,  to  fee  that  both  the 
Plate  and  the  Infcrlption  on  it,  were  as  modern  ^s 
the  Tomb  was  antieiit.  But  the  Nazarene  Do6lors, 
fond  of  Miracles,  adopted  that,  or  at  leaft  endea- 
%'our'd  to  render  it  probable  ;  and  a  certain  Friar,, 
furnam'd  the  Angel  of  the^  School,  befides  fome  other 
Writers  *,  and  not  long  ago  a  certain  Jefuit  f , 
have  made  a  great  many  very  trifling  Refledtions  upon 
this  Infcrlption. 

1. can't  conceive,  dear  Br'ito,  what  the  Nazarenes 
mean  by  offering  to  reft  the  Truth  of  their  Reli- 
gion upon  fuch  Fables.  Such  Abfurdities  were  enough, 
to  difcredit  the  Truth  :  I  am  the  more  furprized 
that  they  fhould  give  ear  unto  fuch  Oddities,  be- 
caufe  they  have  no  need  of  all  thofe  pious  Jm- 
poftures.  For  in  (hort  (as  I  may  fpeak  my  Mind 
freely  to  thee)*  there  are  few  Religions  which  have 
fuch  flrong  Proofs  as  thofe  of  the  Nazarene  People. 

I  have  had  feveral  Difputes  with  fome  Men  of 
Learning,  and  was  aftonifh'd  at  certain  Things,  of 
which  they  in  a  manner  convinced  me.  It  muft 
be  own'd  that  if  the  Prophecies  have  not  been 
really  fulfiU'd,  they  have  been  fo  near  being  ac- 
complifh'd,  that  whoever  will  examine  them,  will 
find  our  Sentirj7cnts  very  difficult  to  be  defended. 
The  Nazarenes  fay,  we  have  no  way  left  to  come 
ofF,  but  by  having  recourfe.  to  the  Etymology  and 
Signification  of  fome  Words.  They  fay,  that  fmce 
the  Text  is  clearly  againfl  us,     we  endeavour  to 

X  This  PafTage  is  reported  by  Zonaras,  a  Greek  Hi- 
ftorian,  from  whence  'twas  tranllated  into  Latin  by  Jt- 
tome  Wolfius,  and  printed  at  Bajil  in  1557.  See  his 
Tome  iii. 

*  Faid  the  Deacon,  lib.  y:yX\i,  Sigehert.  dnehrard, 
lib.  iii. 

}■  Car.-'f.us  de  Be  at  a  Virgine^  Ul.  ii. 

puzzle 
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puzzle  it,  by  ridiculous  GlofTes  and  forc'd  Expla- 
nations of  certain  Expreilions.  I  am  fometimes 
objig'd  to  own  thefe  Fads;  but  then  I  retreat  to  our 
Tradition:  I  make  ufe  of  the  fame  Arguments  ami 
the  fame  Weapons  which  they  make  ufe  of  againft 
Adverfaries,  even  in  their  own  Religion.  They 
cannot  refuf^.^  me  a  Point  from  which  they  themfclves 
reap  fo  much  Advantage,  and  to  which  they  grant 
fuch  Authority.  Confequently  I  make  ufe  of  our 
Tradition  as  an  invincible  Rampart:  I  oppofe  the 
Authority  of  the  Rabbies  to  that  of  the  Priefls^ 
and  the  Talmud  to  the  Books  of  their  chief  Do(51ors ; 
and  if  I  don't  clear  up  the  Difpute,  I  am  at  leaff: 
fure  of  fpinning  it  out  to  Eternity. 

I  own  to  thee  that  I  fhould  be  very  much  gra- 
veird,  if  the  Nazaretie  Papiits  made  the  fame  Ob- 
je<51ion  to  me  as  the  Nazartinc  Proteftants  form 
againft  them ;  and  if  they  fhould  confine  me  to  the 
Text  of  Scripture,  and  to  the  Evidence  of  Natural 
Reafon.  This  way  of  difputing  is  terrible  and  hin- 
ders all  Subterfuges.  'Tis  not  poflible  to  make  ufe 
of  any  of  thofc  Quirks,  which  are  fo  ufeful  for 
evading  the  Ground  of  the  Qiieftion.  The  only 
Remedy  that  can  be  had,  is  to  cavil  at  certain  Ex- 
preilions, and  to  give  an  advantageous  or  a^difidvan- 
tageous  Turn  to  certain  Pafiages;  and  I  own  that 
by  this  means  Difputes  may  be  carried  on  for  Age^^ 
and  a  Number  of  Volumes  in  Folio  may  be  fpua. 
out,  by  the  learned  Men  of  the  feveral  Parties.  Eut 
in  Difputes  of  this  kind,  whoever  will  examine  them 
without  Prejudice,  judges  more  eafily  of  the  <^ie- 
ftion  in  Debate,  than  when  there  is  a  NeccfTity  of 
reconciling  the  various  Authorities  of  a  Number 
of  Writers,  and  the  Validity  of  two  dllTcrenc 
Traditions. 

The   Nazarenes  in  general   ere   fond   to   fupport    • 
tl:eir  Arguments  by  Miracles  and  Prodigies;.  A  fur- 
C  6  '     priziiif^ 
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prizing  Event,  be  it  ever  fo  wbimfical,  gives  them 
as  much  Delight  as  Geometrical  Evidence.  There 
h  no  Matter,  no  Subject,  in  v/hich  they  don't  think 
Heaven  interpofes-.  Do  they  win  a  Battle;  'tis 
not  to  their  Valour  that  they  are  obliged  for  it; 
^tis  to  St.  George  and  St.  Viefor;  who  quitting  the 
celeftial  Manfions,  came  to  fight  at  the  head  of 
their  Squadrons,  and  amufe  themJelves  with  cut-- 
ting  off  Arms  and  Heads  ^.  A-difmal  Employment*^ 
in  my  Opinion,  for  People  that  are  iiv  their  Senfes; 
much  more  fo  for^  Saints.  1%ou  ■  wilt  perhaps 
imagine  that  fuch  as  they  come  to  help  are  therefcne 
good  People:  Quite  othcrwife.  Thofe  were  in- 
famous Robbers,  who  under  the  Veil  of  Religion, 
and  the  Pretext  of  a  Holy  War,  committed  all 
forts  of  Outrage,  Murder  and  Rapine.  The  A"^- 
%arems  own  thefe  Fa6^s,  and  ta  thofe  Crimes 
they  impute  the  Mifcarriage  of  that  Enterpriz«. 
One  Bernard^  who  had  preach'd  throughout  Eu- 
rope for  the  Execution  of  that  Enterprize,  and  who 
prophefied  mighty  Matters  that  Vv^ould  enf^je 
from  it,  was  the  firft  Dupe  to  the  ill  Succefs  of  that 
Holy  War.  To  falve  his  Reputation,  he  had  no 
Remedy  but  to  charge  it  upon  the  Grimes  of  thofe 
who  undertook  it.  A  merry  Way  of  prophefyiiig 
this ;  to  fcretel  what  will  never  happen,  and  not 
to  fay  one  Word  of  what  will  adtually  come  jo 
pafs. 

As  mortified  as  the  Nwzarene:  may  well  be,  to- 
thlnk  of  the  chimerical  Notions  with  which  they 
have  been  fo  often  infatuated,  yet  if  to-morrow 
any  two  Friare  of  Reputation  were  to  begin  their 
Preachments  again,  there  would  be  Multitudes 
enough    to   unikrr^ke   the  Pious  jA)ur.ney,  in  order 

*  Battle  of  Iconum,  won  at  the  time  of  the  Croifades^ 
Maimb^urg^  Hifi.  of  the.  Qroifada^  lib.  v. 
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to  commit  all  manner  of  Crimes  in  Palejilne^  and 
fucrifice  Men  to  the  God  of  Peace,  to  whom  Muiv 
d^r  and  the  fhedding  of  human  Blood  is  fo  odious. 

The  Nazarcnes  are  all  agreed  in  this  Principle,  and 
their  Church  even  values  it  felf  for  its  Abhorrence  of 
Homicide.  One  would  therefore  take  it  to  be  a 
necelTary  Confequence  of  this  Truth,  tliat  they 
fhould  only  defire  to  influence  and  enlighten  Man.- 
kind  by  Good-Nature  and  Reafon.  But  it  {cc\T)S 
that  they  have  a  conftant  Maxim,  to  think  one  way, 
and  to  adl  another.  Nothing  is  more  mild,  more 
pathetic  than  their  Difcourfes,  nothing  fo  harfh,  fo 
outrageous  and  violent  as  their  Conduift;  and  what 
is  ftill  more  furprizing,  is,  that  they  think  to  colour 
the  Iniquity  of  their  A(5bons  by  fome  fpccious  exter- 
nal Appearances.  When  the  Inquifition  orders  a 
yeiv  to  the  Stake  in  Portugal^  they  make  him  a  very 
polite  Compliment,  and  afTure  him  that  thev  are 
very  forry  they  are  going  to  deliver  him  up  to  Exe- 
cution; and  as  it  wou'd  not  be  fuitable  for  them  to 
pafs  the  Sentence  of  Death,  they  caufe  it  to  be  read 
by  a  Lay-Judge. 

All  thefc  ridiculous  Cruelties  put  me  in  mind  of  a 
plcafant  Expedient  thought  of  by  Turp'm^  the  Arch- 
blfiiop  in  the  time  of  Charlemain.  Yqx  the  difpatch- 
ing  of  fome  Sarr.cem  and  other  Adverfaries  of  his  as 
Occafion  prefented,  he  made  ufe  of  no  Sword,  but 
he  had  a  Club  like  that  of  Hercules y  with  which  hx 
epifcopally  knock'd  them  on  the  head  *.  There 
has  been  a  Time  when,  it  was  counted  as  a  Favour 
for  a  Man  to  be  only  committed  to  the  Galley5, 
in  order  to  enlighten  his  A4ind:  Let  us  leave  fuch 
pernicious  Methods  to  Error,  and  never  ufe  any 
jVIeans  to  perfuade  but  Mildnefs  and  Reafon,  even 
tho'  we  TaQuld  have  the  fame  Power  as  the  A^^- 
^armcu 

*  Poyardo  and  Ariojlo^ 

Thep 
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They  talk  perpetually  of  the  vaft  Extent  of  their 
Religion,  and  of  the  Numbers  of  Profelytes  that 
they  make  every  day ;  but  they  don't  perceive  that 
they  only  make  Slaves  of  their  Converts  inflead  of 
true  Children.  The  Spaniards  thought  they  a6led 
pioufly  when  they  forc'd  a  prodigious  Number  of 
Indians  to  bend  their  Knees  to  the  Image  of  a  Saint, 
and  to  confent  to  their  being  admitted  into  Com- 
mtmion  with  the  Naxarenes^  till  they  couM  efcape 
the  Hands  of  their  Executioners,  and  fly  to  their 
antient  Countrymen. 

Tyranny  in  Religion  gives  a  Philofopher  the  ftrong- 
eft  Prejudice  to  it.  The  God  of  Peace  cannot  chufe 
a  Worfhip  which  fheds  human  Blood  at  the  Altars. 
The  pious  Cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  facrificed  more 
Mexicans  in  one  Day  to  the  Propagation  of  Nazareti- 
ifm^  than  the  Priefts  of  Diana  facrificed  in  Tauris 
during  all  the  Time  of  Paganifm.  What  Crimes, 
Murders  and  Robberies  have  been  committed  in  En- 
rope  for  tliefe  two  hundred  Years  on  the  vain  Pre- 
tence of  Religion  I  What  Outrages  is  not  the  Mind 
of  Man  liable  to  be  hurried  to,  when  feiz'd  with 
Superftition?  The  Son  has  been  feen  to  ftick  a  Dag- 
ger into  the  Brealt  of  his  Father,  and  to  believe  that 
when  he  peirc'd  his  Heart,  he  forc'd  his  Way  to 
Heaven.  Let  us  leave  fuch  pernicious  Sentiments, 
dear  Brito^  to  the  Na'zarenes^  and  be  always  perfuad- 
ed  that  Violence  is  the  laft  Refource  of  a  Religion 
which  is  deftitute  of  Truth  to  convince. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Brito,  and  let  me  hear, 
from  thee. 


L  E  T  T  E  Fs 
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,    LETTER     XLVI. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  to 
Isaac  Onis^  a  Rabbi ^  at  Conftanti-^ 
nople. 

np  HY  Letter,  dear  Ifaac^  furprlz'J  me  not  a 
■*'  little,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  thy  Change 
of  Principles  aftoniflies  all  the  Jews^  and  touches 
thy  Brethren  to  the  quick.  I  am  aflured  that  thou 
didft  not  determine  to  embrace  the  Opinion  of  the 
Caraites  without  mature  Refle<f?tion  *.  But  I  cou'd 
have  wifh'd  that  thy  Determination  had  not  been. 
io  quick.  Many  things  feem  clear  and  evident  at 
the  firrt  or  fecond  View,  which  upon  the  third  In- 
rpe£lion  become  problematical.  Tiiou  feemeit  in 
my  Opinion  to  have  too  great  a  Contempt  for  the 
Authority  of  Tradition.  I  am  fenfible  that  it  ought 
to  fubmit  when  the  Text  is  againft  it;  but  then, 
on  the  other  hand,  when  the  latter  is  obfcure  and 
feems  unintelligible,  it  mufl  be  made  \i{q  of  to  il- 
luftrate  it.  All  Religions,  even  thofe  which  are  mod 
contrary  to  Tradition,  do  not  rejedl:  it  when  it 
feems  to  tally  with  Reafon  and  the  antient  Writ- 
ings ;  which  is  a  Point  necefTary  to  have  been  con- 
fider'd ;  neverthelefs  I  fear  that  at  the  firft  Motion 
thou  didft  not  give  it  the  leaft  Credit.  It  appears 
by  thy  Letter  that  thofe  Inftances  in  which  thou 
didft  find  it  to  be  contrary  to  Truth,  made  thee 
remifs  in  confidering  whether  it  was  true  and  juft 
in  others.     Be  this  as    it  will,    and  whatever  be 

*  See  L  E  T  T  K  R  XLI V. 

tliy. 
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thy  way  of  thinking,  nothing  can  abate  my  Af- 
fe6i:ion  for  thee.  I  lov'd  thee  when  a  Rabbinift, 
L  will  love  thee  as  a  Caraite;  and  fhould'ft  thou 
turn  Nazarene^  my  Heart  wou'd  follow  thee  to 
the  midft  of. their  Temples.  I  will  jiot  be  guilty  of 
the  Folly  of  the  falfe  Friends  of  our  Age,  who  are 
ignorant  of  the  Prerogatives  of  Friendihip  in  thofe 
virtuous  Hearts  which  are  united  by  Elleem  and 
Sympathy.  This  Band,  according  to  them,  is  no- 
ticing but  a  fort  of  Commerce,  founded  upon  Ne- 
cefTity  or  Conveniency,  and  fbmetimes  even  upon 
Pleafuref.       The   Women  efpecially  have  fcarce 

any 

-j-  The  Friends  of  f>ur  Age  are^  liable  to  the  Re- 
proaches which  Cicero  caft  upon  the  Epicureans^  Natn 
quihujdam  quos  audio  fapientes  habitos  in  Gracidj  pld- 
cuijje  Qpinor  mirabilia  qu^dam.  Sed  nihil  eji  quod  illz 
iion  perfequantur  fuis  Argutiis\  partim  fugisndas  ejfe  ni^ 
mias  Amicitias,  ne  necejje  Jit  unum  folicitum  eJfe  pro  pin- 
ribus  I  fatis  fuperque  ej/e  fuarum  cuique  Rerwn^  alienis 
nimis  implicari  molejlum  eJfe  quam  laxijjimas  habena: 
habere  amicitire,  quas  mel  adducas  cum  'vclis,  njcl  remit- 
tas\  caput  enim  eJ/e  ad  beate  'vi'vendum  fecuritatem^  qua 
frui  non  pojjit  animus ^  fi  tanquam  parturiat  unus  pro  piu- 
ribus.      Cicero  de  Amicit.    cap.   xiii.     '  Some  of  the 

*  Greeks^    fays  he,  who  have,  pafs'd  in  their  Country 

*  for  Wife  Men,  have  entertain'^d  very  odd  Notions  on 

*  the  Subjedt  now  mention'd  j  for   there's   no  Extrava- 

*  gance  into  which  the  Quirks  of  thofe  People  don't 
'  carry  them.       Some  fay,    that  too   ftrid  Friendftips 

*  fhould  be  avoided,  for  fear  of  being  involv'd  in  tiie 

*  Care  and  Trouble  of  others  j  every  one  having  Bufi- 

*  nefs  enough  of  his  own  to  mind,  and  nothing  being 

*  more  difagreeable  than  to  enter  too  far  into  the 
'  Concerns  of  others;  and  that  the  moft  convenient 
'  Friendfhips  are   thofe  whofe  R.eins  are  fo  loofe,     that 

*  they  may  be  either  lengthen'd  or  fhortned  at  Plea- 
^  furej  fmce  in  order  to  lead  ?  happy  Life,  the  Secret 
*i3  to  be  frep,  from  all  C?.-,    whidi  is  not  poflsble 

*  whfii.. 
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any  other  Tafte  in  their  Friendfliips.  'Tis  Pleafure 
that  unites  them,  Pleafure  divides  them,  and  they 
are  more  fickle  in  Friendfhip  than  they  arc  in  Love* 

There  are  tvv^enty  thoufand  Women  at  Paris^ 
who  have  had  Admirers  that  have  left  them  in 
I'jfs  than  three  Months,  but  never  had  more  than 
one  Lover  in  all  their  Lives.  This  Pofition  may 
appear  to  thee  a  little  extravagant,  and  perhaps  thou 
wilt  queftion  whether  'tis  pofTible,  that  in  a  City 
where  the  Women  are  reckon'd  fo  gay,  there  fhou'd 
be  twenty  thoufand  that  never  had  more  than  one 
Lover.  Thou  would'ft  fooner  be  inclin'd  to  think 
there  are  twenty  thoufand  Women  who  never  had 
one  Lover,  than  that  they  ftuck  to  the  firft.  Me- 
thinks  I  hear  thee  fay,  that  'tis  more  Virtue  in  a- 
Woman,  to  have  but  one  Lover ^  than  to  have  none  at 
all.  What  Struggle  has  a  Woman  in  denying  herfelf 
a  Pleafure  that  fie  knows  nothirig  of?  Her  Virtue 
has  not  thofe  dangerous  Ideas  to  grapple  with,  which 
rcprcfent  certain  Situations  to  the  Mind,  that  are 
the  mod  terrible  Foes  to  Women  that  have  been  in 
Love. 

I  agree  with  thee,  that  my  Opinion  has  fomething 
in  it  which  is  furprizing  ;  but  when  'tis  examin'd, 
it  feems  {o  plaufible,  that  one  can  hardly  rcfufe  to 
fubfcribe  to  it.  The  Charadler  of  Diftionefty  which 
is  fix'd  on  the  Women,  is  principally  owing  to  the 
Prerogative  that  the  Men  have  thought  fit  to  ap- 
propriate to  themfelves,  of  prefcribing  fevere  Rules 
to  them  almofi:  impc\fBble  to  be  obferv'd,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  difpenfe  wiih  themfelves  for  not  keep- 
ing the  fame.  They  have  thought  it  their  Right  to 
demand  of  the  Women,  that  they  fliould  be  deaf 
to  the  Voice  of  Nature,  while  they  indulge  their 

*  when  a  Man  is  intangled  in  the  Affairs  of  others,  and 

*  when  his  Anxiety  for  them  jnay  be  compar'd  to  tlje 

*  Pains  of  Child-bearing, 

dear. 
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dear  felves  in  the  Privilege  of  gratifying  all  their 
Defires,  and  of  yielding  to  all  their  Inclinations. 
In  order  therefore  to  judge  truly  of  the  fickle 
Temper,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  Charac^teriftic  of 
the  Fair  Sex,  things  fhould  be  fet  upon  a  juft  Pa- 
rity ;  and  without  requiring  ImpofTibilities  of  'em, 
it  fhould  be  confider'd.  Prejudice  apart,  whether^ 
fuppofmg  the  Women  to  be  ever  fo  fickle,  they 
are  not  a  hundred  times  more  conftant  than  the 
Men. 

When  the  fine  Gentleman  breaks  his  Engage- 
ment with  a  Lady,  his  Condu6l  is  juftifi.ed  by  his- 
Quality  ;  he  a£i;s  in  Chara£ter,  and  no  body  rails  at 
him  for  his  Treachery.  Every  Miftrefs  whom  he 
abandons,  is  only  an  Accefiion  to  his  former  Tri- 
umphs. But  if  fne  offers  to  make  a  Reprifal  upon 
her  Spark  for  his  Inconftancy  ;  if,  in  order  to  punifh. 
him  or  to  reclaim  him  by  Jealoufy,  fhe  tops  a  Rival 
upon  him.  'tis  all  over  with  her,  fhe  is  prefently  a 
falfe  Woman,  a  Coquette,  a  Flirt,  and  what  not. 
All  the  Tribe  of  Gallants  condemn  her  without 
Mercy  ;  and  the  very  A6lion  which  redounds  to  the 
Honour  of  the  fine  Gentleman,  for  ever  ruins  the 
Wom.an  who  has  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  take  a 
fancy  to  him. 

A  jealous,  fantaftical,  peevifh  Bigot  of  a  Hufband, 
fancies  ftrange  Chim3eras,  and  takes  all  the  wild. 
Vifions  with  which  he  is  difturb'd,  to  be  Realities. 
The  whole  Society  of  Hufbands  takes  his  part. 
They  pity  him,  but  condemn  his  Spoufe  without 
hearing  her.  The  whole  Fair  Sex  is  condemn'd  in 
the  Lump,  by  the  thundering  Sentence  which  the 
jealous  Senate  paffes  upon  her ;  and  from  Genera- 
tion to  Generation,  every  Father  breeds  up  his  Son 
in  his  own  jealous  Maxims,  and  does  not  forget  to 
quote  her  for  an  Example  of  conjugal  Infidelity. 
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A  Coxcomb  gives  himfelf  Airs  with  a  Woman  ot 
whom  he  has  but  a  flender  Knowledge.  He  fpcaks 
to  her  at  Church,  ogles  her  with  his  Glafs  at  the 
Opera,  and  teazes  her  with  his  infipid  Compliments 
in  the  Walks.  This  is  fufficient  to  make  the  Public 
believe  that  he  is  well  with  her.  The  Reputation  of 
having  liften'd  to  a  Fool,^  is  all  her  Reward  for  hav- 
ing been  abufed  by  him  ;  and  if  fhe  is  fo  unhappy  as 
to  meet  with  more  than  one  fuch  Gallant,  the  Public 
calls  them  all  her  Lovers. 

Thefe,  dear  Ifaac,  are  fome  of  the  Reafons  which 
determine  the  Opinion  of  the  Inconftancy  of  the 
Fair  Sex.  The  Multitude  think  upon  this  Occa- 
fion  as  they  do  in  all  other  Cafes,  but  not  with  bet- 
ter Judgment  than  they  are  wont  to  do.  There 
are  two  Reafons  which  induce  me  to  think  that 
the  Women  are  more  conftaat  than  the  Men.  The 
firft  is  a  fort  of  Confufion  that  is  infeparable  from 
their  Levities,  which,  let  what  will  be  faid,  con- 
ftrains  them  very  much.  The  fecond  is  the  Viva- 
city of  their  Sentiments  ;  the  tendereft  Man  com- 
par'd  to  a  Woman  really  in  Love,  being  as  cold  as 
Ice.  'Tis  over  the  Fair  Sex  that  Love  exerts  all 
its  Prerogatives  ;  'tis  that  Sex  which  feels  all  the 
Force  of  its  Tranfports,  and  its  Impulfes  mix'd 
with  Tendernefs,  Fear,  Anger,  Spite,  Hope,  and 
Jealoufv.  All  thefe  Pallions  reign  in  the  Heart  of 
a  Woman  that  is  in  Love  ;  one  while  indeed  they 
fucceed  to  one  another,  and  at  another  time  they  a(St 
all  together. 

Hiftory  has  tranfmitted  to  us  the  Names  and 
A(Slions  of  a  great  many  Women,  who  have  di- 
ftinguijQi'd  themfelves  by  their  Conftancy  and  Fide-^ 
lity.  Without  going  back  to  paft  Centuries,  we 
fee  Paflions  everv  Day  that  juflify  my  Opinion.  A. 
Nazarcne  DocSlor  of  my  Acquaintance,  a  great  Di- 
rector 
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re(Slor  of  Confciences,  faid  once  in  my  Company, 
t]iat  delicate  and  tender  Love  is  the  rougheft  Enemy 
which  the  Tribunal  where  the  Farifiam  are  abfolv'd 
from  their  Sins,  finds  among  the  Women.  In  my 
former  Letters  I  mention 'd  that  fort  of  Spiritual 
Pond  to  thee,  where  the  Monks  afTume  the  Pre- 
rogative of  wafliing  away  Sins  on  the  Repetition  of 
certain  Prayers,  or  the  Obfervation  of  certain  Fafts 
by  them  enjoin'd.  They  all  agree,  that  a  Womaa 
who  has  had  feveral  Amours,  often  facrifxes  her. 
Lovers  to  avoid  failing  three  Saturdays ;  but  they 
affirm,  that  a  Woman  whofe  Heart  has  been  fmit- 
ten  but  once,  had  rather  keep  ten  Lents  than  fup- 
prefs  one  fmgle  Glance  of  her  Eye,,  or  render  it  lef* 
v/anton. 

Perhaps  thou  w^ilt  afk  me,  why  the  Women  wha 
are  fo  attached  to  their  Lovers,  are  fo  unftable 
in  refpeil  to  their  Friends  ?  I  will  tell  thee  for 
Anfwer,  That  with  them  Friendfhip  is  generally 
no  more  than  a  Colour  for  Love.  A.  Bofom- Friend 
among  Women,  is  only  another  Word,  for  Confix 
dant,  v/hofe  Reign  continues  no  longer  than  while 
he  difcharges  his  Truft  well ;  for  as  fcon  as  he  ne- 
gle(Sls  it,  and  is  no  longer  ufeful,  his  Credit  finks^, 
he  becomes  indifferent,  and  fometimes  a  Burden  : 
But  the  Secrets  intruded  with  him,  oblige  thofa 
that  imparted  them  to  carry  it  fair  to  him,  and  this 
Conflraint  is  often  attended  with  Hatred  in  the  I'aiL 
o'i  it. 

Don't  fear,  my  dear  Ifaac^  that  our  Friendfliip. 
will  have  any  fuch  Fate  j  for  'tis  founded  on  Vir- 
tue, and  cemented  by  Efteem,  io  that  nothing  caa 
fhake  it.  Thy  Life  is  as  dear  to  me  as  my  own  ; 
Pylades  was  not  fonder  of  Or^^j.  I  own  to  thee 
that  I  have  been  under  terrrible  Apprehenfions,  fmce 
thou  acquaintedft  me  of  thy  Converfion,  and  could, 
wifli.  it  had  not  been  known,  till  thou  had'ft  been 

gone. 
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gone  from  Conjiantinople.  I  am  afraid  thy  Brethren 
"ivill  owe  thee  a  Spite  ;  for  I  know  the  vindiiStive 
Temper  of  our  Nation.  There  is  nothing  that  thy 
Brethren  will  not  do  to  punifh  thee,  for  having 
abandon'd  them.  I  will  now  give  thee  an  Inftance 
of  their  Rage. 

When  SpiKofa  publifnM  his  Book,  the  Jews  were 
enrag'd  againft  him  ;  they  look'd  on  him  as  an  A- 
poftate  the  more  dangerous,  becaufe  he  thoroughly 
knew  all  the  Principles  of  our  Law,  underftood  He- 
brew perfectly,  and  was  capable  of  doing  us  a  great 
deal  of  Mifchief.  Neverthelefs  he  had  not  yet  left 
our  Communion,  but  went,  tho'  with  a  carelcfs 
Air,  to  the  Synagogue.  One  Day,  as  he  was  go- 
ing out  of  it,  a  fanatical  Jew  gave  him  a  Wound 
with  a  Knife  ;  which,  tho'  it  did  not  prove  mortal, 
he  totally  abandoned  the  Faith  of  Ifrael ;  and  after 
that  Accident  had  no  farther  Correfpondence  with  us. 

Our  Nation  has  been  in  all  Ages  revengeful,  and 
has  not  fluck  even  at  Treachery  to  fatisfy  its  Re- 
fentmcnt.  I  am  (o  much  in  Pain  for  thy  Life,  that 
it  obliges  me  to  fpeak  againft  my  own  Brethren  ; 
but,  in  {hort,  thy  Safety  is  a  lawful  Excufe  for  the 
Liberty  I  take  in  reproving  thofe  Offences.  Tacitus^ 
a  Rofnan  Hiftorian,  whofe  Authority  is  of  great 
Weight,  accufes  our  Fathers  of  bearing  a  cruel  Ha- 
tred and  Antipathy  to  all  who  are  not  of  their  Faith. 
Some  French  Writers  fay,  that  we  were  drove  out 
of  their  Country  for  no  Caufe,  but  for  the  Evils  we 
endeavour'd  to  bring  upon  the  whole  Nation.  Others 
fay, we  were  accufed  of  a  Defign  to  poifon  theirWells 
and  Fountains.  1  he  Knights  of  Malta  charge  us 
with  having  been  the  Caufe  of  the  Lofs  of  Rhodes.^ 
out  of  fpite  to  their  Religion.  In  the  Name  of  the 
God  of  our  Fathers,  dear  Jfaac^  take  great  Care  of 
thy  own  Safety, 

Ilf 


j^6  The  Jewish  Spy.     Let.  ^^6. 

If  thou  doft  but  confider  how  much  thofe  Preju- 
dices are  to  be  dreaded,  with  which  v/e  are  infpir'd 
hy  Superftition,  thou  wilt  fee  that  thou  can'ft  not 
take  too  much  Care  to  defend  thyfelf  from  the  At- 
tacks that  may  be  made  upon  thee,  which  are  the 
more  dangerous  becaufe  they  are  cover'd  v/ith  the 
Veil  of  Religion.  How  often  has  not  this  fpecious 
Pretext  been  made  ufe  of,  to  colour  the  moft  fecret 
Vices  ?  'Twas  Fanaticifm,  which,  under  the  Cloke 
of  Zeal  for  Nazarenifrn^  deprived  France  of  the 
greateft  of  her  Kings  ;  Monkifii  Superftition  made 
feveral  Thrufts  at  his  Life.  In  fine,  a  Monfter  vo- 
mited up  in  Wrath  by  Hell,  encourag'd  by  the  Rem- 
nant of  the  League,  feduced  by  pernicious  Difcourfes, 
nourifhed  in  Rebellion,  and  born  to  be  the  Plague 
of  its  Country,  did  that  in  one  Moment,  which 
-was  out  of  the  Power  of  twenty  Battles. 

The  Hatred  which  is  owing  to  Differences  in  Re- 
ligion is  implacable,  and  with  the  Generality  of 
People  feems  to  juftify  the  moft  enormous  Tranf- 
grefiions.  The  Priefts  who  are  concerned  in  this 
Qiiarrel,  exafperate  the  Minds  of  other  Men  by  their 
Preachments,  Exhortations,  and  Examples.  The 
People  fondly  follow  thofe  who  are  at  the  Head  of 
their  Religion  :  They  are  accuftom'd  to  look  upon 
them  as  the  Oracles  of  the  Deity.  And  judge  thou 
whether  there  is  any  Crime  which  filly  People  will 
not  commit,  when  they  think  they  thereby  perform 
the  Law  of  the  Almighty,  and  fecure  to  themfelves 
everlafting  Happinefs. 

Confider  well,  dear  Ifaac^  what  I  have  been  fay- 
ing;  take  heed  of  thy  Brethren  the  Rabbies ;  be 
upon  thy  Guard  againft  other  Jews ;  and,  in  a  word, 
beware  of  all  thofe  whom  thy  Change  of  Opinion 
may  any  wife  concern. 

Live  as  peaceable  and  contented  as  I  wifh, 

LETTER 
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LETTER     XLVII. 

From  Jacob  Brito,  at  Turin,   to  Aaron 
MoNCECA,  at  Paris. 

Y  Shall  be  going  very  quickly,  dear  Moncecoy  to 
-*■  Venice  ;  for  a  Week  is  the  moft  that  I  purpofe  to 
fpend  at  Turin.  I  acquainted  thee  before  of  what  I 
had  obferv'd  moft  remarkable  in  the  Manners  of  the 
Piedmontcfc  ;  and  fmce  my  laft  Letter  I  have  made 
but  very  httle  Difcovery.  The  Piedmont efe  Man- 
ner of  Living  is  fo  uniform,  that  it  does  not  furnifh 
that  Variety  of  Reflc(5tions  which  rife  fo  faft  at  Paris* 
They  live,  and  think  at  Turiji  the  laft  Day  of  the 
Year  as  they  did  on  the  firft  ;  and  the  only  thing 
in  which  any  Change  is  perceiveable,  is  the  Fafhion 
of  Drefs.  The  Ladies  and  the  fine  Sparks  are  in- 
ceftantly  following  the  French  Modes  ;  but  here  are 
noi>e  of  thofe  fudden  Alterations  of  Manners  and 
Cuftoms.  This  Nation  \s,  incapable  of  being  infa- 
tuated with  one  Set  of  Opinions  in  the  Morning, 
and  with  the  contrary  at  Night ;  for  it  has  neither 
Vivacity  enough,  nor  enough  of  Inconftancv.  If 
St.  Paris  had  acquired  the  fame  Credit  at  Turin^  as 
he  had  fome  time  ago  at  Paris^  he  would  ftill  have 
preferv'd  it ;  whereas  this  poor  Saint  has  no  Devotees 
here,  but  a  few  Fanatics  and  Fifh -Women. 

Great  Honours  are  paid  in  this  Country  to  one 
Philip  de  Neri,  who  is  faid  to  be  the  Guardian  of  the 
City  of  Turin y  and  its  Advocate  with  God.     It  has 

a  mag- 


4?  The  Jew  i  s  h  S  i»  v.    Let.  47, 

^  magnificent  Temple  *,  adorn'd  with  Pi6tures  by 
the  greateft  Mafters  f .  In  one  Place  he  is  drawn, 
fupported  by  Angels  and  Cherubims,  to  the  Pre- 
fence  of  God,  and  by  him  admitted  into  his  Glory. 
A  Number  of  Lamps  burn  inceffantly  before  this 
Image :  And  hither  ihe  Picdmontefe  come  to  offer 
their  Vows,  and  put  up  their  Prayers  to  their  Pro- 
tedlcr.  Near  this  Altar  is  the- Sanctuary,  in  which 
the  -Naxarenes  pretend  -that  God  refides  ;  but  where 
one  Man  addreffes  his  Vows  directly  to  God,  there's 
a  hundred  that  only  addrefs  him  thro'  the  Canal  of 
Philip  de  Neri. 

The  Nazarenes^  and  efpecialjy  the  Italians,  feem 
Es  if  they  were  afraid  to  call  upon  God  himfelf, 
jufl  like  certain  Perfons  who  having  offended  ano- 
ther, have  not  the  Power  or  Courage  to  ftand  in  his 
Prefence,  and  therefore  fend  Propofals  of  Accom- 
modation by  a  third  Hand.  I  afk'd  them,  if  they 
thought,  when  they  addrefs'd  themfelves  to  Philip 
de  Ngri,  that  God  did  not  hear  them,  and  if  they 
imagined  it  was  poflible  that  there  was  any  Place  in 
which  God  was  not  prefent  ?  They  made  me  an- 
fwer,  That  they  did  not  prefume  to  maintain  fuch 
an  Error.  If  it  be  fo,  faid  I,  and  that  God  knczvs 
your  Converfation  with  Philip  deNeri,  why  don* t  you 
apply  to  hi?n  direSily  f  Such  Ceremonies  may  as  well  be 
avoided,  and  youjhould  not  go  fo  far  round  about  ;  for 
b.fore  your  P  rot  eel  or  makes  his  Report,  God  has  al' 
ready  heard  you, 

*  This  Church  is^  not  yet  finlfh'd,  but  Men  are  conti- 
nually at  work  upon  it,  and  it  will  be  one  of  the  fineft 
Fabrics  in  Italy. 

-f-  There  is  one  by  Carlo  Maratti,  another  by  Tre'vi' 
fiiniy  and  a  third  by  the  famous  Solyman  i  and  it  is  the 
latter  which  reprefents  the  Admiifion  of  Philip  de  Neri 
into  Heaven. 

The 


I;et.  47.       Tke  Jewish  S  p  y.  4,9 

Tlie  Nazarenes  evade  thefe  Arguments  by  vain 
Sonhiftry  ;  they  pretend  that  by  the  Inttrceilion  ot  a 
Saint,  whofe  Prayers  are  always  pure,  and  well  re- 
ceiv'd  by  the  Almighty,  their  Petitions  are  more 
eafily  granted.  Poor  blind  Sots  !  who  don't  iee  that 
'tis  the  Purity  and  Dtfpofition  of  the  Heart  of  him, 
who  prays  upon  Earth,  that  engages  Favours  from 
Heaven.  Were  it  not  fo,  a  Mifcreant  might  hope 
to  obtain  God's  A4ercy,  as  well  as  an  honeit  Man. 
God  does  not  depend  upon  the  Saints  for  his  Judg- 
ment of  the  Heart.  If  he  did  the  Celcitial  Couit 
wou'd  be  like  a  Noniian  Tribunal,  and  People 
wou'd  be  fav'd  or  damn'd  according  as  they  had 
a  good  Sollicitor  or  Advocate,  and  as  tliey  could 
engage  his  Friendfhip  by  a  great  Number  of  Tapers 
burnt  to  his  Honour,  or  by  fome  other  Prefents.  If 
this  were  the  Cafe,  I  allure  thee,  dear  Monceco^ 
that  this  Philip  de  Neri  would  have  a  great  deal 
of  Work  upon  his  Hands,  and  that  he  would  be 
obligM  to  undertake  the  Affairg  of  all  tlie  Inhabitants 
of  Turin. 

I  was  Yefterday  at  a  Fcflival  which  was  cele- 
kbrated  in  his  Temple,  where  a  Monk  pronounc'd 
•his  Panegyric,  and  extoll'd  him  highly  becaufc  he 
was  never  marry'd,  but  hindred  all  his  Difciplcs 
from  ever  entring  into  that  State,  by  obliging  them 
as  well  as  himfelf  to  {lick  to  the  Order  of  the  Prieft- 
hood,  from  which  all  are  excluded  that  are  no^ 
Batchelors.  This  Preacher  expatiated  a  good  deal 
upon  the  Obfervation  of  Chaflily,  and  on  the  State 
of  Purity,  of  which  he  ga\  e  fo  iine  a  Dcfcription-, 
that  it  put  Marriage  quire  out  of  Countenarite.  1 
was  very  much  aflonifli'd  that  they  fuffi^r'd  Maxijns 
to  be  publifh'd,  fo  contrary  to  the  good  of  Society. 
If  all  thefe  People^  faid  I  to  my  fclf,  who  hear  this 
Declaimer  go  away  cGn'uinc\lby  his  Sophijhy^  Piedmont 
will  foon  he  depcptdatcd  y  ive  fiall  fe^  nothivg  fo7'  cm 

Vol.  II.  D  wbi!^ 
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while  hut  Fricjis^  Fryars^  and  Bigots.  Society  will 
Joon  be  ruin'dj  and  the  Country  dejiroy^d :  Jccordiiig 
to  this  Preacher^  the  State  rf  Celibacy  is  much  the purejl 
andmojl  agreeable  to  Nazarenilm.  In  a  Religion  they 
who  believe  it  ought  to Jlrive  to  attain  to  Perfection, 
All  the  Piedmontefe  therefore  will  follow  his  Advicey 
mid  by  keeping  to  Celibacy  will  ruin  Society. 

We  think  very  difFerently,  dear  Monceca.,  for  In 
our  Holy  Religion  Multiplication  is  commanded  : 
'Tis  promis'd  and  granted  to  us  by  Heaven  as  an 
eiTential  Mark  of  its  Goodnefs.  As  to  the  Sup- 
prslTion  of  Marriage  among  the  Nazarene  Priefts, 
Vanity  has  been  partly  the  Occafion  of  it ;  for  by 
that  means  they  thought  to  render  themfelves  more 
refpeded  by  the  People.  'Tis  faid  that  when  they 
met  to  determine  this  Queflion,  all  the  old  Men 
were  for  continuing  the  Licence  for  the  Priefts  to 
marry  ;  but  that  the  young  ones  ftrongly  oppofed, 
and  carried  it.  But  the  Diforders  w^ith  vi^hich  that 
Reftri6tion  has  been  attended,  have  given  caufe 
to  all  Men  of  Senfe  to  regret  the  Lofs  of  the  antient 
Cuftom.  And  one  of  the  Naxarene  fovereign 
Pontiffs  fays  exprelly  in  his  Writings,  That  in  or- 
der to  prevent  and  flop  much  VVickednefs,  It 
were  very  neceflary  to  reflore  things  to  their  old 
Footing  *.  ' 

When  the  Preacher  had  iinifli'd  his  Panegyric, 
feveral  Hymns  were  fung  to  Mufic  y  and  the  fa- 

*  This  is  the  learned  Pope  Pius  II.  among  whofe 
Sentences  and  Proverbs  we  read  this,  Sacerdotibus  magna 
ratioiie  Jublatas  Niiptias  tnajori  refiituendas  'vidert.  i.  e. 
There  was  a  great  Reafon  for  taking  away  Priefts  Mar- 
riages, but  there  is  a  greater  for  reiloring  them.  See 
Platma'j  Li'ves  of  the  Popes,  printed  at  Venice,  fy  Fon- 
taneto  151B,  in  Fclio,  fag.  155,  and  pag.  399,  of  the 
Fclio  Edition  at  Venice,  by  Leoncino. 

roous 


Let.47'     T/je  JEWISH  S?Y.  fx 

mous  Somis,  of  whom  I  have  already  made  mentV)n 
to  thee,  playM  upon  the  Vioh'n  (o  fweetly,  that  the 
Souls  of  all  who  heard  the  Harmony,  feem'd  to  be 
in  a  Rapture.  In  all  the  Praife  of  which  they  were 
fo  lavifh  to  Philip  de  Neri^  very  little  mention  was 
made  of  God,  and  he  was  not  invok'd  at  all  till 
towards  the  Conclufion  of  the  Feilival  and  Cere- 
mony. 

As  they  went  out  of  the  Nazare^ie  Temple,  I 
afk'd  where  I  might  again  hear  that  famous  Mufician^ 
who  had  given  mefuch  a  Delight.     When  I  was  at 
Rome  I  heard  one  Moritanari^  Scholar  to  tl^e  famous 
Corelli^  the  Father  of  Harmony  :   Fie  had  as  great 
Practice  as  this  Picdmontefe^  but  he  had  neither  hi.<? 
Tafte,  nor  Sweetnefs,   nor  that  Command   of  his 
Inftrument.     lie  was  fo  able  a  Man,  that  the  Gre^ 
cians  wou'd  certainly  have  ere(3:ed  a  Statue  to  him. 
He  would  have  had  People  in  abundance  to  certify, 
that   A[>ollo  had  lain  with   his  Mother  :  He  wouii 
liave  been  told  to  his  Face,   that  he  v/as  no\.  tlie  Son 
of  his  reputed  Father  ;  and  after  his  Death  he  would 
have   had    the  fame  Honours  paid   him  at  Athn:Sy 
as  Philip  de  Neri  has  at  Turin.     I  was  told   that  I 
might  hear  him  play  in  a  Concert  that  was  held  onc^ 
every   Week,  at  a  certain  rich  Man's  Houfe  :    I 
defired  a  Friend  of  mine  to  carry  me  tliirhcr,  where 
I  heard  another  Mufician  "*,  who  was  as  good  at 
the  Violoncello  as  SQ?nis  was  at  the  Violin ;   fo  thai- 
it  feem'd  to  me  as  if  Heaven  had  form'd  the  two 
Muficians  for  one  another,  and  that  they  were  the 
■only  fit  Pcrfons  to  play  in  Concert.     I  v/as  furprizM 
at  the  few  fine  Voices  I  heard  here,  for  there  are  not 
above  one  or  two  at  Turi-n  that  fing  tolerably.    Tl^.^ 
Piednwiicje  have  as  excellent  Symy^Iionifts,  as  they 
iiiive  pitiful  Singers.     Neverth^lels,  as  they  are  a 

*  Lanceta, 

D  2  con- 
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■conceited    People,    they    don't   care    to    own   the 

Painting  Is  as  much  a  favourite  Science  at  Turin 
-as  in  the  reft  of  Italy^  yet  really  there  are  none  but 
Daubers  in  the  City,  except  only  one  Beanrnmt^ 
Painter  to  the  King  of  Sardinia^  who  colours  tole- 
rably well,  and  defigns  correcSlly ;  but  he  is  dull, 
not  much  acquainted  with  Hiftory,  and  conceited 
of  his  own  Performances,  which  fall  very  fhort  of  that 
Perfc6i:ion  to  which  he  fancies  he  has  brought  them. 
Some  time  ago  there  was  a  Painter  in  this  City,  one 
Chevalier  Daniel^  a  Flernhig  by  Birth,  a  good  Co- 
Jourift,  as  his  Countrymen  generally  are,  but  a  better 
Defigner  than  any  of  'em.  He  died  a  while  ago, 
and  is  fucceeded  by  this  Beaumont. 

The  Fiedmonteje  in  general  have  a  Regard  for  the 
Liberi'.l  Arts,  but  are  very  ignorant  in  the  Sciences, 
as  I  fignified  to  thee  in  one  of  my  former  Letters, 
"When  they  hear  mention  made  of  feveral  learned 
Men  in  Europe^  they  ask,  whether  they  are  good 
Catholics  ?  If  the  Anfwers  be,  that  they  are  Ar~ 
vienians^  Frotejiants^  ^ar,fenijls^  Jews^  then  they 
r\m  dov/n  le  Clerc  for  a  Blockhead,  Bayle  for  a 
Fool,  Arnaud  iox  a  Lyar,  and  Leo  of  Moclena  *  for 
an  Iirnoramus.  They  are  furpriz'd  that  any  body 
fhould  think  a  Man  to  be  pofiefs'd  of  common  Senfe 
that  is  feparated  from  their  Communion.  Who- 
■ever  does  not  believe  as  the  Monks  believe,  is  ac- 
cording to  them  a  Fool  in  this  World,  and  damu'd 
in  the  next.  The  Libraries  of  the  learned  Men  in 
this  Country,  confifl:  of  the  Works  of  a  great  many 
Divines  of  this  fide  of  the  Mountains,  and  fome  Ita- 
ilan  Poets.  They  who  pretend  to  be  fkill'd  in  the 
living  Languages,  have  beildes  thefe  fome  Romances 

*  A  Jewijh  Rabbi,  who  wrote  of  the  Seds  and  Cere- 

doaies  of  the  ^t'lvj  in  Italian, 

and 
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and  French  Story-Books  which  the  Bf)okf^l-Ilers  fcni. 
for  from  Geneva^  where  all  thofe  litrle  Pieces  arc 
reprinted.  Thou  perceiveft,  dear  Monceca^  th;it 
were  a  Man  to  ftudy  forty  Years  in  thefe  Librarif.s, 
he  would  be  but  a  ftranger  to  the  Truth,  and  hi? 
Head  wouM  be  fl:ufPd  with  Chimceras.  JuJ^c 
therefore  of  the  Picd?nontefc  Pliilofophers. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Mbnceca^  and  wri:e  to  mc 
hereafter  at  Venite. 


LETTER     XLVIIL 

From  Aaron    Monceca,  at    Paris,  to 
Jacob  B  r  i  t  o,   at  Venice. 


S 


1  NCE  r  have  been  at  Pari^:^  t\v'  learned  Men 
here  have  a  double  For:  ion  of  my  Ell;eem.  \Vhen 
I  was  at  ConftanUn:plc^  I  b.ad  no  Notion  ofllieir  Kx- 
cellency  and  Dignity  ;  but  I  look  upon  thcni  now 
as  the  Preceptors  of  Mankind,  and  as  the  Orgaiis 
which  the  Divinity  employs  to  reveal  to  Men  the 
Secrets  of  Nature.  InRead  of  thinking;  as  the  Pied- 
inontcfe  do,  who  regard  Learning  in  none  but  thofe 
of  their  own-  Religion,  I  eileem  Knowledge  and 
Merit  wherever  I  find  them  :  I  revere  them  in  a 
Na7.arenp.  as  well  as  in  a  Alabcvictau.,  and  abllraifting 
from  Matters  of  Faith,  I  learn  of  thofe  that  can  give 
nie  Light. 

The  Men  of  Learning  are  accufed  of  Pride  and 
Haughtinefs  ;  but  this  is  not  the  Charatfler  of  thofe 
that  have  acquir'd  a  juft  Reputation.  Nobody  wzs 
more  difpafnonate  than  Bayle^  more  fociable  than 
Dvs  Cartes  and  Ga(fendi^  and  more  modcll  tlian 
D  3  Locku 
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Locke.  They  who  talk  at  that  rate  of  the  truly 
learned  Men,  confound  them  with  certain  diminu- 
tive Authors,  who  think  thcmfelves  perfect,  how 
much  foever  the  Public  flights  them.  Racine  was  a 
v/hole  Year  ccmpofmg  his  Tragedy  of  PJjcedra^  the 
Mafter-piece  of  the  Theatre  5  and  before  he  com- 
mitted it  to  the  Stage,  he  confulted  his  Friends  a 
ioiig  time,  ccrredied  feveral  PafTages  by  their  Advice, 
and  waited  for  the  Succcfs  of  his  Performance  before 
he  wou'd  prefume  to  pronounce  it  a  good  one. 
Prado  wrote  the  fame  Piece  in  a  Month's  time, 
gave  it  out  boldly  to  be  a(£ted,  and  aiTured  the  Pub- 
lic that  it  was  excellent :  Put  it  happen'd  to  him  as 
it  does  commonly  to  the  half- witted  Authors;  his 
Work  quickly  v/ent  to  the  Chandlers  Shops,  whereas 
Racine' i>  will  reach  to  the  latefl:  Poflerity. 

Great  Men  are  always  referv'd  and  modeft,  and 
being  content  with  meriting  Praife,  dcn't  endeavour 
to  court  it ;  and  for  this  they  are  the  more  praife- 
vvorthy,  becaufe  if  Vanity  is  pardonable,  'tis  in 
that  Man  who  deferves  thofe  (hining  Compliments, 
which  are  fo  becoming  fo  many  learned  Men. 

Honours  are  btfcow'd  every  day  upon  a  Fool  of 
Qi^iality,  or  the  Son,  Gi-andfon,  or  Great-Grand- 
fon  of  a  Fool  of  Quality  :  Becaufe  a  Man  reckons 
up  a  long  Train  of  ignorant  ridiculous  Anceftors, 
whofe  Example  he  follov/s  to  a  hair ;  he  has  forfooth. 
a  Rifiiit  to  be  exempted  from  a  Number  of  Impofts, 
and  enjoys  feveral  Privileges  that  exalt  him  above 
the  reft  of  his  Fellow-Subje6ls.  Suppofe  a  Man 
had  one  of  his  Anceftors  Captain  of  a  Troop  of 
Korfe  in  the  time  of  the  Croifades,  what's  that 
to  me  ?  What,  (hall  I  be  oblig'd  to  pay  Homage 
to  an  Ideot,  becaufe  one  of  his  Grandfathers  was 
knock' d  o'the  head  by  a  Saracen^  or  becaufe  he 
made   a  Voyage   beyond    Sea  ?    And   ihzW   I   take 
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no  manner  of  notice  of  another  Man  who  is  of 
fervice  to  the  whole  WorlJ,  vvhofc  moral  Precepts 
form  the  Manners  of  the  People,  whofe  Mathema- 
tical Difcoveries  inrich  whole  Nations,  and  Vv^hoftr 
Knowledge  tranfmits  the  Hiftory  of  th.e  prcfent  or 
pad:  Ages  to  the  lateft  Pollerit)'?  A  Man  mud:  be 
a  Fool,  even  as  bad  a  Fool  as  tlie  Perf^m  that  is 
hom.agM,  to  prefer  chimerical  Nobility  to  Learniiig; 
and  Virtue. 

Mankind  are  pretty  well  come  off  from  that  fcr- 
vile  S'ubmiflion  which  they  ufed  to  pay  to  old  muflv 
Rolls.     There  was  a  Time  wjien  as  much  Refpeel 
was   paid  throughout  Europe  to  antient  Titles,    as 
the  Egyptians  formerly   had  for  Crocodiles,  and  the 
Onions  that  grew  in  their  Cjardcns.      But  this  ila- 
vifh  Veneration  is  fliaken  off,  and  this  Supcrftitioii 
is  banilhM  to  the  petty  Princes  of  Germany y  where 
every  Man,  who,  to  the  Misfortune  of  Human  Race, 
is  born  a  Baron  or  a  Landlord,  adumcs  it  as  his  Pre- 
rogative to  torment  the  miferable  Peafants  that  are 
his  Vafials.     He  thinks  himfelf  as  good  a  Sovereign 
as  any  in  the  World,   tho'  his  Territory  is  feldom  a 
League  in  Extent.     His    grofs   Ignorance,    v/hiclv 
leaves   him  in  doubt,  whether  the  World   itfelf  is 
above  two  hundred,  is  the  only  thing  that  can  ex- 
cufe  his  Vanity.     In  many  Countries  it  is  common 
to  meet  with  thefe  petty  Tyrants,  who  have  nothing 
of  Nobility  but  Antiquity,  no  Manners  but  Cor- 
ruption, and  nothing   of  Man  but  the  Shape.   Doft 
think,  dear  Brtto^  that  a  Perfon  v/ho   only  makes 
life  of  his  natural  Reafon,  can  prefer  fuch  Nobles, 
that  a(Sl:  only  by  Inftindl,  to  Perfons  illuftrious  for 
their  Learning,  and  recommendable  for  their  Can- 
dor?  Becaufe  a  Man  has  a  Right  to  add  the  Title 
of  Duke  or  Marquis  to  his  Name,  fliall  he  there- 
fore   impofe  on    Men    of  good    Senfe?    U  that 
D  4  were 
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were    the    Cafe,    Nobility   would  be  a  Charm  to 
Ideots. 

Pofterity  wifely  regulates  the  Rewards  due  to- 
Men  of  Learning,  and  equals  them  to  the  greateft. 
Princes  :  Three  thoufand  Years  after  their  Death, 
their  Honour  is  not  tarnifh'd  by  that  of  the  moft  re- 
nowned Heroes.  Homer  is  as  well  known  as  Achil- 
les^ and  trie  Name  q{  Virgil  as  famous  as  that  of  Au- 
gujiiis.  The  able  Hiflorian,  the  famous  Poet,  the 
great  Philolopher  have  an  Advajitage  over  the  Con- 
queror and  the  General.  The  Remembrance  of  the 
latter  only  reprefents  that  of  fome  pail  Actions  ta 
tlie  Imagination  ;.  but  the  Works  of  the  Learned 
tranfmit  their  Genius^,  ajid  revive  the  Knowledge 
of  their  Authors  from  Age  to  Age.  Twent)/  Cen- 
turies after  they  are  dead  and  rotten,  they  fpeak 
with  as  much  Eloquence  and  Vivacity  as  when, 
living,  and  all  that  read  their  Writings  perceive 
their  Genius.  Horace  and  Virgil  are  as  fragrant  in 
tliefe  our  Days,  as  they  were  at  the  Court  of  Au-- 
gu/ius.  The  Heroes  who  have  only  rendered  them- 
felves  famous  by  their  Adtions,  have  not  near  fuch 
^n  Afcendant  over  our  Hearts:  'Ihe  hare  Recital  of 
a  Fa  (Si:  is  not  fo  afie-fiing,  as  a  brifk  and  lively  Con- 
\erf.ition,  v/hich  is  the  Method  tljat  good  Writers, 
take  to  work  upon  our  Minds.  When  I  read  Ovid's 
Elegies,  I  fympathize  with  his  Afflicl:ion.  I  tra- 
verie  Nature  ftep  by  ftep  in  the  Works  of  Lucretius^ 
and  fancy  that  I  liear  him  unfolding  the  moft  hidden 
ijecrets. 

Heroes  are  infinitely  obliged  to  the  Poets  and  Hi- 
/lorians,  but  the  latter  are  feldom  beholden  to  the 
former.  Achilles  owes  part  of  his  Glory  to  Homer : 
If  there  had  been  no  Hiftorians,  it  would  fcarce 
have  been  known  that  there  was  fuch  a  Man  as  Alex- 
endcr.     I'his  Piince  very  well  knew  how  happy  -^ 
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great  Monarch,  an  able  General,  a  himoiis  Con- 
queror ought  to  think  himfelf,  if  he  could  get  an 
eminent  Writer  to  tranfmit  the  principal  Events  of 
his  Lrfs  to  Pofterity.  How  many  Heroes  as  fa- 
mous as  AchilUs  and  VlyJJes  are  doom'd  to  eternal 
Oblivion,  for  want  of  a  Homer  to  imniortalife  tl^eir 
A(5lions  ? 

I  know  not,  dear  Brita^  whether  thou  wilt  be  of 
my  Opinion,  I  look  upon  a  truly  learned  Man  ay 
one  defign'd  for  acting  a  Pait  in  Life,  and  afur 
Death,  fupcrior  to  that  of  many  Princes  and  Mo- 
narchs.  Vv" ho  knows  anv  thing  of  a  Nuniber  of 
Kings  that  indulged  themfciv^es  on  their  Throne?, 
ill  efPjminate  Lidolence,  and  fecm'd  only  invefled" 
with  Royalty  to  {hew  that  they  were  incapable  to- 
fupport  the  Weight  of  it :  llieir  Names  indeed 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Chronological  Tables  of  the 
Empires:  And  fome  Perfons  w^ho  read  Hiftory, 
know  that  in  fuch  a  Year  there  rcign*d  fuch  a 
Prince  ;  but-  the  ref^  of  the  World  knows  not  whe- 
ther there  ever  was  fuch  a  King,  or  at  moft  but  his 
Name.  Whereas  wlien  a  Man  of  Learning  leaves, 
his  Works  to  Pofterity,  he  becomes  more  fluTiou'i 
from  Age  to  Age,  and  Time  only  ferves  to  enhance 
his  Merit :  He  is  made  free  of  all  Nations,  and  hi?- 
Works  ai'e  tranflated  into  all  their  Lano;uao;es :  Vron\. 
the  Weft  to  the  Eaft  he  is  known,  revercnc'd  and 
carefs'd  ^  Children,  Perfons  orripe  Age,  old  Mer.^ 
all  know  his  Works,,  and  take  a  pleafure  in  quotiivr 
them  ;  and  the  Fathers -of  families  reckon  the  Co)- 
le6i:ion  of  the  Works  of  Great  Men  r.s  part  cS  rh^ 
Eftate  which  they  leave  to  their  Children.  'T'^t 
in  thefe  Libraries  which  are  now  fo  common  iri 
Europe^  that  a  Scholar  even- lives,  to  fee  hisov.'p.- 
Works  multiplv  ;  hecauf?^  the  Gem.us  by  whicli  h" 
is  animated,  to  be  transfufed  into  the  ft-veral  Kino- 
^om^oi.  Europe-,  and  atone,  and  the  fiimeilnlfar.;^' 
D  5  he. 
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he  perfuades,  engages  and  captivates  the  Heart  of 
one  Man  Ihut  up  in  his  Cloiet  at  Stoekholm^  and  of 
another  that  hves  in  the  Middle  of  Paris. 

The  Writings  of  Authors  fometimes  have  that 
afcendant  over  the  Mind,  as  to  acquire  more  Efleem 
and  Veneration  from  their  Readers,  than  their 
Perfons  could  poffibly  do*  I  don't  believe  that  any 
,'Na%arms  w^ould  ever  have  canonized  Socrates^  if 
he  had  known  him  intimately  when  living.  A. 
Do£ior  of  thefe  latter  Times  was  tempted  every 
time  that  he  read  how  bravely  that  Phiiofopher 
ilicd,  to  rank  him  in  the  Number  of  the  blef- 
fed  Na%ar^nes.  He  owns  that  he  had  much  ado 
to  forbear  calling  out,  Socrates,,  pray  for  us^. 
Hov/  m?.ny  Noblemen,  Princes  and  Generals  liv*d 
in  the  Time  cf  this  Great  Man,  that  are  intirely 
'iinkncwn  to  us  ?  And  how  many  are  come  to  our 
Knowledge,  whom  we  don't  think  worthy  of  cur 
Efteem  or  Notice  ? 

Believe  me 5..  dear  Bf'ita^  let  Ignoi^'ce  publifli 
whatibever  it  will,  Study  is  the  true  Road  that 
leads  to  the  latell  Pofterity  f:  'Tis  a  Way  that  is 

*  Fix  tempera  quln  dicam  SanSfe  Socratei,  ora  pro  no-^ 
his.     Erafmus  in  Colloquiis. 

-j-  By  Study,  faid  one  of  the  Antients,  the  Phiio- 
fopher becomes  more  wife ;  the  Warrior  more  intrepid 
iuid  more  experienc'd  j  the  Sovereign  learns  to  govern 
U'irh  Equity  J  and  there's  not  a  Man  upon  Earth,  in 
v«'hatfoever  Rank  Fortune  has  placed  him,  who  does 
not  r'ain  new  Improvements  by  the  Study  of  the  Sci- 
ences. Defiderabilis  e7"uditio  literarum,  quce  Naturam 
iAudalile?n  eximie  reddit  ornatam.  Ibi  prudens  invenit 
u*uk  fapie7ittor  ftit.  Ihibellator  reperit  unde  animi  'vir- 
iute  roboratur.  Inde  Princeps  accipit  qiumadmodum  po-^ 
pulos  fiib  aquitate  componat.  Nee  aliqua  in  rnundo  poteji 
tjje  for  tuna  y  qnatn  literarum  non  augeat  gloriofa  notitia. 
ijaiiiodor.  Var.  lib.  i.  pr.g.  3. 
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open  to  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich  A^an,  to  the 
Plebeian  as  well  as  the  Patrician.  Virtue  and  Ap- 
plication are  the  only  Qi,ialifications  in  the  World, 
to  make  farther  Progrefs  in  it  than  its  Oppofitcs.  I 
laugh  v/hen  I  fee  fome  People  hope  to  extend  theii* 
Fame  to  Pofterity,  by  going  to  be  knock'd  o'the 
head  at  a  Breach.  There  is  not  a  peity  Country 
Gentleman,  but  if  he  once  comes  to  be  a  Lieu- 
tenant of  Foot,  hopes  to  tranfmit  his  Name  to  fu- 
ture  Generations.  He  thinks  that  hereafter  the 
whole  World  will  be  a-gog  to  know  whether  the 
Chevalier  de  FigcaCy  Cognac^  Reigiiac^  ccc.  died 
at  his  Village  or  in  a  Trench.  No  body  has  bet- 
ter defin'd  thofc  fubidtern  Honours  of  War,  and 
the  Condition  of  a  fimple  OfRcer  than  Rncine, 
jfgripphia  fpeaking  to  Burrhus^  reproaches  him  thus 
for  his  Ingratitude  ;  Tcu^  faid  {he,  zvho77i  I  ?iilghi 
have  fnffer^d  to  have  grown  grey  in  the  objcure  Hj- 
nours  of  fojne  Legions. 

The  Notion  which  is  entertained  by  the  French  in 
general,  that  Pofterity  \v\\\  talk  of  all  their  Exploits^ 
and  the  Prepoficilion  conceived  by  the  moft  infigni- 
ficant  Gentlemen,  that  they  are  form'd  to  draw 
the  Eyes  of  all  Europe  upon  them,  are  Means  of 
which  the  Government  makes  a  good  Handle  ;  there 
being  always  People  enougli  refolute  to  tace  Danger, 
Hunger,  and  Fatigue,  folely  from^  an  Anibition  tc 
rife  above  the  Vulgar ;  tho'  for  one  that  fucceeds 
in  his  Projeds,  there  are  thirty  thoufand  tliat  die 
in  the  obfcure  Honours  of  Legions.  But  the  Ek- 
ample  of  one  is  fufficient  to  encourage  and  animate 
all  the  reft. 

The  Chevalier  de  Maifvi^  \vhom  I  have  oft'-iv 
mention'd  to  thee,  told  me  a  pleafant  Story  of  a 
Country  Gentleman,  who  had  (pent  the  fiifc  Year§ 
of  his  Life  in  the  Service  j  but  being  at  laft  difpi- 
riled  by  Wounds,  Fatigrues,  and  the  litik  Hopes 
D^6  'oL 
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of  his  Advraicement,    he   retired   to  his  Village  to 
fnd  his  Days  in   Peace.      Neverthelefs  he  ftill  pre- 
ferv'd  his  warlike   Temper^    and  was  perpetually 
tnlking  to    his  Parfon  and    the  Parifhioners  of  his 
former  Atchievements,  and  of  what  hewou'd  have 
dojie  moreover,  if  he  had  continued  in  the  Service.- 
At  lafl  falling fick,  and  being  at  the  Point  of  Death, 
die  Curate  ptopofed  a  certain  Ceremony  to  him  that- 
is  obfcrv'd  by  the  Nazare'nes  when  they  are  at  the- 
iiivt  E:xtremity5  which  they  think  very  effential,  and* 
eonfifcs  of  a  certain   Oil  with  Vv^hich  they  rub  the 
Limbs  of  the  Patient.     The  Officer  confented   to 
«:very  thing;   but  as  the  Parfon  was  going   to  per- 
ibrm  his  Office,  DoSlor^  faid  he,  fjne  I  am  fo  un- 
forUinaie  as  to  die  in  my  Bed^  after  having  been  iiv 
ien  Battles  and  twenty  Sieges^  pkafe  to  7mtigate  my 
Paifis^    and  don't   let    ?ne  undergo  the    Ceremony  of 
Burghers :  Be  fo  good  as  to  make  an  Alteration  in  it  ; 
and  if  I  jnuji  needs  he  liquored  in  order   to  he  fav^d  y 
J  fancy  that  an   Infufion  of  Gunpowder  in  Brandy 
wou'd  make  an  Ointment  that  would  fuit  hetter  tham 
Oil  ivith  my  military  Order ^  and  my  Rank  as  a  No- 
bleman, 

P'are  thee  well",  dear  Brito,    and  ftudy  to  liva 
happy  and  contented. 


LETTER     XLIX. 

From    Jacob    Brito,     at   Venice,    to^ 
Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris.. 

"l  Have  been  thefe  fix  Days  ztP^enice,  than  which  1 
"^'  never  yet  favv  a  Town  that  look'd  more  charm- 
ing.    One  can't  well  avoid  being  albniih'd  to  fes 
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a  City  built  in  the  middle  of  the  Sea,  and  as  it 
were  Vounded  upon  the  Water.  All  the  Streets  of 
Venice  are  cut  by  Canals,  fo  that  you  may  go  where 
you  pleafe  in  Gondola's,  which  are  little  cover'd 
Boats  that  fcrvs  at  Vetike  inftcad  of  Coaches  and 
Equipage. 

The"  Government  of  this  Republic  is  Arifto- 
cratical,  all  Affairs  being  regulated  and  go^'crn'd• 
by  its  Senate,  at  the  Head  of  which  prefidcs  the 
Do2;e.  Tho'  'tis  the  Senate  alone  that  makes  Peace 
or  War,,  lays  on  Taxes,  &c.  yet  to  fee  the  grave 
Pride  of  the  Doge,  the  Richnefs  of  his  Clothes, 
and  the  Splendor  of  his  Palace,  one  wouM  be  apt 
to  think  him  the  true  Sovereign  of  Ven'rce\  but  he 
is  only  a  Phantom  that  reprefents  the  Authority 
of  the  Senate,  and  has  often  lefs  Credit  than  ano- 
ther Nobleman.  He  has  but  one  Vote  as  a  Sena- 
tor, yet  his  imaginary  Sovereignty  gives  him  a  right 
to  go  to  all  the  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  to  the 
public  Tribunals,  where  he  may  give  his  Verdi6l  iii^ 
doubtful  Cafes;  but  arvy  other  Senator  has  a  Right 
to  oppofe  it. 

The  Noble  Venetians  are  (lately  and  haughty,  in- 
fetuated  with  the  Dignity  of  their  Rank,  and  per- 
h^  Slaves  to  it.  Their  State  Policy  forbids  them 
to  have  any  Correfpondence  with  AmbafTadors,  or- 
with  People  that  are  attach'd  to  them,  and  very 
little  with  Foreigners  of  a  certain  Rank;  and 
were  they  to  acSt  differently,  they  v/ould  not  only 
be  fufpe£ted,  but  it  would  furnifli  a  material  Handle 
to  turn  them  out  of  their  Offices.  The  Nobles- 
are  divided  into  three  Claffes;  the  firft  at  its  In- 
ftitution  confifted  but  of  a  dozen  Families,  which 
were  callM  EkSforal^  but  a  little  after  four  were 
added,  and  in  procefs  of  Time  eight  more.  The 
Second  Clafs  confifts  of  all  the  Nobles  whofeName5 
ar(?  written  in  the  Golden  Book.     And  the  Third  of 
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thofe  whofe  Families  have  been  ennobled  in  the  Exi- 
gencies of  the  Republic,  on  the  Payment  of  an 
Hundred  Thoufand  Ducats.  The  latter  are  not 
employ'd  in  the  great  Offices;  and  they  a£t  much 
the  fame  Part  at  Venice^  as  the  Financiers  do  in 
France  and  Piedfno7it^  who  have  bought  a  Right  to 
forget  their  Parents  and  their  old  Anceftors,  by 
the  Purchafe  of  a  Skin  of  Parchment. 

Thefe  new  Nobles  are  neverthelefs  as  haughty  as 
the  old  Standards;  they  think  themfelves  equal  to  the 
greateft  Princes,  and  expe£l  a  Deference  and  flavifh- 
Refpe6t  to  be  paid  them  by  every  breathing  Crea- 
ture in  the  Country.  A  Frenchman  walking  in  the 
Square  of  St.  Mark^  happened  heedlefsly  to  joftle  a 
noble  Venetian^  who  thereupon  gravely  took  him 
by  the  Arm,  and  afk'd  him  what  Beaft  he  thought 
tlie  mofl  heavy  and  unweildly?  The  Frenchman 
being  quite  furpriz'd  at  the  Queftion,  and  not 
knowing  the  Reafon  why  the  Venetian  apply 'd  to 
him  rather  than  to  any  body  elfe  for  his  Informa- 
tion, paus'd  awhile  without  a  Word  of  Anfwer, 
But  the  Venetian  without  abating  a  jot  of  his  Gra- 
vity, putting  the  fame  Queftion  to  him  again,  the. 
Frenchman  anfwer'd  frankly,  that  he  thought  the 
Elephant  the  moft  unweildly  Beaft.  Well  then, 
faid  the  Vemtian^  with  a  proud  Air,  take  care  for 
the  future,  Mr.  Elephant,  how  you  joftle  a  Noble 
Venetian.  Impara  Signior  Ekphante^  che  non  s^i?n.' 
pegne  un  Nobile  Venetiano.  Another  Nobleman  be- 
ino^  in  a  narrow  Street,  fo  that  he  cou'd  not  pafs 
by  reafon  of  the  long  Sword  of  a  Spaniard  that 
went  before  him,  afk'd  him  very  gravely,  If  he 
jhould  run  over^  or  under  him?  Signor,  fi  cavalca^  ofi 
pajfe  fotto?  It  would  be  dangerous  to  make  an  An- 
swer to  thofe  Jokes  v/hlch  have  the  Air  of  Invec- 
tive} for  at  Vaiice  if  a  Man  Ihould  be  wanting  In 
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the  Refped  to  a  Nobleman,  he  would  run  himfelf 
into  a  Scrape  that  he  could  not  eafily  get  out  of. 

The  Scandalous  Chronicle  iays,  that  in  the  prin- 
cipal Families  one  Brother  alone  marries  for  all 
the  reft.  I  believe  that  this  Cullom  is  not  fo 
common  as  is  pretended,  yet  I  don't  think  'tis  to- 
tally difufed.  The  Humour  of  the  Venetians  and 
their  Vanity,  may  be  the  Occafion  of  a  Condu6l  fo 
blamcable.  If  In  a  numerous  Family  all  the  Bro- 
thers were  to  marry,  the  great  Number  of  Children 
that  might  furvive,  would  foon  impoverifh  the 
richeft  Families.  That  Grandeur  of  v/hich  the  No- 
bles are  fuch  Idolizers,  if  it  be  not  fupported  by 
Wealth,  would  languifli  in  the  fecond  Generation, 
and  hardly  keep  alive  to  the  third.  F'or  'tis  at  Vc^ 
nice  as  it  is  elfewhere,  a  poor  Nobleman  is  not  near 
io  much  refpeitcd  as  a  rich  one. 

Devotion  is  no  Hindrance  to  the  Intrigues  of  the 
Venetians ;  and  it  may  be  aifirm'd,  that  if  the  Brothers 
in  a  great  many  Families  had  only  this  Barrier  to 
force,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  Privilege  of  having  but 
one  and  the  fame  Woman,  the  Bar  wou'd  foon  be 
laid  open. 

The  Venetians  believe  fo-fo  in  God,  and  have 
much  more  Faith  in  St.  Mark  than  in  the  Pope. 
St.  Mark  has  been  the  Patron  and  Protestor  of  their 
City,  ever  fmce  his  Corps  was  tranflated  thither 
from  Alexandria.  Before  him  T})eodore  was  their 
tutelar  Saint;  but  the  Venetians  were  too  vain  to 
put  up  with  a  common  Saint,  who  was  of  no  fer- 
vice,  but  at  the  Beginning  of  a  fmall  Republic. 
They  would  have  a  new  Patron  anfwerable  to  their 
Fortune,  and  therefore  cafhierM  their  old  Pro- 
tedor,  and  chofe  a  Saint  of  the  firft  Clafs,  to  whofe 
Honour  they  ereded  a  Temple,  which  may  be 
look'd  upon  as  one  of  the  fineft  Fabrics  in  Eu- 
rope.     'Tis   full  of  immenfe  Wealth,    and  has  a 
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vaft  Revenue.  The  Procurators  of  St.  Mark  are  the 
Nobles  that  are  intrufted  with  the  Diftribution  of; 
tkofe  Eftates,  Part  of  which  is  applied  to  the  Relief 
of  the  Poor,  Thefe  Procurators  have  the  Preroga- 
tive to  wear  a  Ducal  Robe,  i.  e,  a  Crown  v/ith  long 
Sleeves,  which  trail  to  the  Ground. 

Notwlthftanding  the  mighty  Veneration  of  the 
Venetians  for  St.  Mark^  they  are  not  a  jot  the  bet- 
ter Nazarenes^  and  the  chief  Men  even  boaft  that 
they  have  very  little  Religion.  An  AmbafTador  who- 
v/as  fent  from  the  Republic  to  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia., had  been  defired  by  a  Bifhop  to  talk  to 
fome  Piedmontefe  that  had  Relations  at  Geneva^  tch 
endeavour  to  reclaim  one  of  his  Nephews^  who  had 
abandoned  the  Roniijh  Communion,  and  was  retired- 
to  that  City.  When  the  Ambaflador  arrived  at 
Turin.,  he  was  in  no  great  hafte  to  perform  the- 
Bifhop's  CommiiTion:  But  happening  to  be  one  day 
with  the  Envoys  Qi Geneva^  he  recolleded  the  Affair,. 
and  afk'd  them  if  they  did  not  Icnov/ fuch  a  Refu2;ce 
v/hom  he. named  to  them?  the  Genevefe  having  fiid 
a  great  many  good  Things  of  him,  /  am  charm' d^ 
faid  the  Ambaflador,  to  hear  Jo  good  a  CharaSler^ 
of  him.  His  Uncle,  the  Bijhop  of  Aquapendente, 
defired  me  to  try  if  I  could  diffuade  him  from  the  Step 
he  has  takm\  but  I  am  the  more  furprized  that  he  ftmid 
leave  the  Care  of  his  Converficn  to  me,  becaufe  fuch 
Commiffions  are  fcarce  ever  given  to  Venetians. 

The  Freedom  which  is  enjoy'd^  in  this  City,  has 
often  brought  Great  Men  to  it,  for  the  fake  of 
finding  Shelter  from  the  Bigottry  of  the  other 
Italians. .  Peter  Aretin,  a  Native  of  Arezzo  in  Tuf- 
cany,  (o  famous  for  his  Satyrs  and  feveral  other 
Compofitions,,  came  to  fettle  at  Venice  in  tl:ie  Be- 
ginning of  the  fixteenth  Century,  in  order  to  en- 
joy the  Privilege  of  writing  freely.  The  Na%a^ 
nm  Pontiffs  condemn'd  his  Writings^  and  efpecial^ 
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ly  his  Dialogues^  his  Letters^  and  his  ArgumenU  ;  ne- 
verthelefs  they  were  at  the  fame  time  publicly  print- 
ed at  Venice^  and  feveral  other  Editions  of  them  pub- 
lifh^^d  afterwards  under  the  Nofe  of  the  Magiftrates. 

The  Fenetiam  are,  in  the  general,  neither  fo  lively 
nor  fo  quick  of  Invention  as  fome  People  of  Italy ^ 
but  their  Slownefs  is  owing  to  the  Reflc<Slions 
which  they  make  upon  the  Things  that  they  have 
a  mind  to  undertake.  They  examine  an  AP/.ar 
maturely  before  they  enter  upon  it,  and  therefore 
generally  bring  it  to  a  happy  IfTue.  They  are 
magnificent,  artful,  and  very  difcreet ;  but  their 
Women  are  proud  and  infolent ;  and  as  to  their 
Virtues,  Chaflity  is  fcldom  one  of  the  Number. 
The  Ladies  at  Fenice  are  fo  tender-hearted,  that 
their  Difcretion  is  not  Proof  againft  Opportunity. 
The  Citizens  follow  their  Example.  As  to  the 
Wives  of  the  Mechanics  and  the  common  People, 
Gallantry  with  them  is  a  public  Trade,  which  has 
its  particular  Rules  and  Maxims.  There's  not 
above  one  in  ten  of  thofe  common  Proilitutcs, 
but  their,  own  Mothers  or  Aunts  make  the  Bargain 
for  them,  and  fettle  the  Price  of  their  Virginity,. 
by  a  Bargain  made  a  long  time  beforehand,  in  or- 
der to  deliver  them  when  they  come  to  fuch  an  Age, 
on  the  Payment  of  an  hundred  or  two  humlred 
Ducats,  in  crder^  fay  they,  tJ?at  they  may  have 
ivhern.vithal  to  rwirry.  A  Mother  who  had  cove- 
nanted with  a  Foreigner  to  give  him  her  Daughter 
for  two  hundred  Ducats,  perceiving  that  he  de- 
fcrr'd  taking  her  from  time  to  time,  on  pretence 
that  {he  was  not  yet  ripe,  and  that  fhe  had  not  yet 
enough  of  Bubby,  fhe  was  {o  tired  out  with  all 
his  Put-ofFs,  that  fhe  went  one  Day  to  him  to  knov7 
his  final  Refolution  ;  5/>,  faid  flie,  you  inufi  he  fo 
good  as,  to  take  a  Jpeedy  Rejohtion  ;  for  the  Reverend 
Father^    Preacher  of  one  of  the  chief  Convents  /,tu 
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Venice  (whofe  Name  flie  mentionM)  is  upon  Treaty 
for  her^  and  has  already  made  a  very  handfome  Offer ^ 
The  Foreigner,  who  perhaps  was  very  glad  to  get 
quit  of  his  Promife,  and  thought  much  of  two  hun- 
dred Ducats  that  he  was  to  depofit  for  her,  agreed 
that  the  Reverend  Father  fhou'd  ftrike  the  Bar- 
gain, which  he  accordingly  concluded  in  Form, 
not  thinking  the  Fruit  fo  green  as  the  Gentleman 
did. 

Befides  thefe  private  Gallantries,  there's  an  aflo- 
nifiiing  Number  of  Courtezans  at  Venice^  who  have 
their  full  Liberty,  and  often  gain  great  Credit 
among  the  Populace.  They  go  into  the  Nuns 
Convents,  to  vifit  the  Sifters  of  thofe  with  whom 
they  have  an  Intrigue,  and  receive  a  great  many 
CarefTes  from  them,  which  are  always  folio w'd  with 
fome  Prefents,  coniifting  of  Sweet-meats,,  and 
Agnus  Dei's ;  for  the  Venetian  Courtez,ans  are  not 
only  as  numerous,  but  as  devout  as  thofe  at  Rome, 
They  faft  on  Saturdays^  h2.ve  a  great  Veneration  for 
fome  She-Saint  or  other,  to  whofe  Protection  they 
commit  themfelves,  and  carry  on  their  Oecupatioa 
very  devoutly. 

There's  nothing  that  can  be  fo  amufing  to  a  Phi- 
lofopher,  or  indeed  every  Man  that  exercifes  his 
Reafon,  as  to  take  a  Walk  about  Nine  o' Clock  in 
the  Evening,  in  the  Street  la  Serena  at  Rome :  There 
you  {hall  fee  two  hundred  AVomen  fitting  at  their 
Doors, ^  waiting  patiently  for  their  good  Luck. 
When  a  Man  is  difpofed  to  make  a  Purchafe, 
which  he  is  always  fure  to  repent  of,  he  gives  a 
Handkerchief  to  the  Beauty  whom  he  has  a  mind 
to  fmgle  out  from  the  reft,  and  ftie  condu6ls  the 
new  Sultan  into  her  Apartment.  The  Chambers 
Of  thefe  Prieftefles  of  Fenus  are  all  much  alike,  be- 
ing on  the  firft  Floor  even  with  the  Street.  All 
Uieir  Furniture  is  si  Bed  with  white  Curtains,   a 

Table  y 


Let.  fo.     7he  J  E  \v  I  s  H  S  p  Y.  6j 

Table,  three  wooden  Chairs,  and  an  Image  of  fome 
Madona^  with  a  Lamp  burning  before  it,  which 
ferves  alfo  to  light  the  Room.  Before  Matters  are 
pufh'd  to  a  certain  Point,  a  Curtain  is  drawn  before 
the  Image  of  the  Madona^  that  fhe  may  not  perceive 
.what  pafTes.  When  all  is  over,  the  Curtain  is 
open'd  again  ;  and  thus  the  Pidlure  is  ccver'd  and 
uncover'd  ten  times  a-dav,  if  the  Miftrefs  of  tlie 
Houfc  has  but  as  many  different  Intrigues. 

To  what  Lengths  do  fome  People's  Conceits  car- 
ry them,  and  to  what  Irregularities  do  they  think 
to  reconcile  Religion  ! 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Monceca^  and  live  content 
and  happy. 


LETTER     L. 

From  Aaron   Moncega,    at  Paris,   /d 
Jacob  Brito,  at  Venice. 

Dear  Brito, 
T  Have  juft  efcap'd  one  of  the  greateft  Dangers 
•*•  that  ever  I  ran  in  my  whole  Life.  I  had  like  to 
have  fallen  in  Love,  and  in  Love  too  with  a  young 
Lady  that  was  amiable,  but  fickle  ;  witty,  but 
vvhimfical ;  engaging,  but  proud  and  haughty.  Con- 
fider  to  what  a  Pafs  I  fliould  have  been  reduced,  if 
I  had  fallen  a  Slave  to  that  dangerous  Beauty  ?  But 
a  Heart  like  mine  could  not  be  reconcil'd  to  the 
Method  of  courting  a  Parh  Lady.  Being  accuftom'd 
to  the  Simplicity  and  Sincerity  of  our  Greek  Women, 
I  could  not  bear  the  Coquettry  and  Intrigue  of  the 
French,     A  Man  mufl  be  born  in  their  Country, 
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that  can  brook  fuch  extraordinary  Behaviour.  Irt 
general  the  Nazarenes  only  think  they  are  in  Love  ; 
and  I  dare  fay  that  in  France^  Italy^  Gerjnany^  En- 
gland^ and  in  Spain  too,,  they  have  no  Notion  of 
true  Love  :  It  is  a  Paffion  only  underftood  in  Afia^ 
where  it  reigns  with  Delicacy,  and  feems  to  agree 
with  Rcafon. 

I  know  not  whether  thou  did'ft  ever  reflefl  on 
the  various  Characters  of  the  Nazarene  Lovers. 

The  Frenchman  perfonates  a  much  more  palTionate 
Lover  than  he  is  in  reality  :  Being  a  Coquet  in  his 
Temper,  light,  fickle,  and  hot-headed  by  Nature, 
he  dances,  he  capers,  he  whiftles,  fings,  and  plavs 
the  P'ool  with  his  Miftrefs.  If  (he  gives  him  a  fa- 
vourable Hearing,  he  foon  abandons  her.  If  fhe  is 
cruel,  he  does  not  value  it.  A  Stanza  or  two  of  a. 
Song  againft  the  Fair-one,  rewards  him  for  his  loft 
Labour  ;  and  he  is  ready  to  a6l  the  fame  Part  with 
the  next  Woman,  that  he  did  v/ith  her  that  was  in- 
fenfible  of  his  AddrefTes.  Nothing  can  fix  his  \\\~ 
conftancy  ;  his  Love  is  pall'd  by  Enjoyment,  and- 
difgufted  by  Hardheartedneis.- 

The  Italian^  firm  in  his  Projects,  ftable  in  his  Rc- 
folution,  attacks  a  Heart  as  a  General  of  an  Army 
does  a  Town  ;  he  difpofes  his  Batteries,  fortifies  him- 
felf  with  all  the  Helps  of  Art,  endeavours  to  block, 
up  the  Fair-one's  Houfe,  and  to  hinder  his  Rivals 
from  entering;  he  maintains  fecret  Correfpondences 
in  the  Place,  engages  the  Chambermaid  or  fome 
other  Domeilic  in  his  Intereft.  If  he  fucceeds  in  his 
Attack,  he  confines  his  Miftrefs  for-  the  reft  of  her 
Life ;  and  to  reward  her  for  her  Love,  he  robs  her 
of  her  Liberty.  If  he  is  forced  to  raife  the  Siege,  he 
takes  Revenge  not  only  on  his  Rivals  by  endeavour-  ' 
ing  to  poifon  them,  but  alfo  on  the  Objedi  of  his 
l/ove,  which  becomes  that  of  his  Hatred,  and  he. 
ruins  her  Reputation  bv  the  bafeft  Calumnies. 

The 
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Tlie  EngUjIimaii  only  loves  out  of  Pride ;  he  has 
too  great  a  Conceit  of  his  own  Perfections  to  think 
hinifelf  oblig'd  to  any  Woman  for  hking  him.  If 
he  is  belov'd,  he  fancies  that  he  deferves  it:  If  he 
is  not,  it  does  not  at  all  aifccSl  him,  bccaufe  he  ex- 
perts to  find  Women  enough  in  the  World  that  will 
be  fond  of  him.  He  meafurcs  his  Fortune  by  her 
W^ealth,  and  judges  of  a  Heart  by  the  Guineas  it 
cofts  him  to  gain  it. 

The  German  is  phlegmatic,  and  not  eafily  afFe£l- 
ed ;  his  dull,  cold,  circumfpedl,  and  pcnfive  Tem- 
perament contributes  to  his  Infenfibility  j  for  he  is 
Icarce  ever  known  to  be  m  love,  but  when  he  is 
chearM  by  the  Favours  of  Bacchus.  His  PafTion  is 
kindled  by  the  Wine,  and  evaporates  with  its  Fumes, 
If  fonietimes  he  puts  a  Force  upon  his  natural  Con- 
flitution,  he  quickly  returns  to  his  former  Phlegm  ; 
and  Love,  with  the  Germans^  is  as  cold  as  the  Flakes 
of  Northern  Ice. 

'Fhe  proud  Spaniard  pretends  to  love  to  Diftracli- 
on  ;  he  puts  himfelf  into  an  Agony,  torments  him- 
felf,  and  fighs  by  Day  in  the  Churches,  and  by 
Night  under  his  Miflrefs's  Windows,  where  he  pkys 
upon  the  Guitar  all  the  Carnival-time,  and  lalhes 
himfelf  devoutly  in  Lent*.  'Tis  all  for  the  fake  of 
Love.  He  interefls  the  very  Saints  in  his  Amours, 
and  caufcs  Colle61s  to  be  fung  to  St.  Francis  and  St. 
Anthony^  to  engage  them  to  turn  his  Miflrefs's  Heart. 
if  he  has  not  Help  from  Heaven,  he  has  recourfe  to 
Hell;   he  confults  Diviners,  Sorcerers,  and  Magi- 

*  Tis  the  Cuflom  in  Spain  to  make  Proceffions  in  the 
Night  during  the  Holy  Week.  There's  a  great  Number 
of  People  who  whip  themfelves  in  the  Streets,  by  way  of 
Penance  J  and  when  they  come  under  their  Miftrefles 
Windows,  they  there  take  their  Station,  and  give  them- 
fclves  a  hundred  Lalhes  to  her  Honour  and  Glory. 

cians. 
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cians,  and  Love  banifhes  all  Thoughts  of  the  In- 
t|uifition  out  of  his  Mind.  Is  he  happy  ?  He  forgets 
Jiis  Care  and  Pains,  and,  what  is  more,  his  Love; 
and  often  ftabs  the  Perfon  to  the  Heart  whom  he 
-ador'd,  but  Vanity  has  more  Share  in  his  Guilt  than 
Jcalouf/. 

In  Jfta^  Love  is  a  gentle  fettled  Paflion,,  which 
does  not  fet  Men  a  raving,  but  gives  them  a  Con- 
cern that  is  amiable ;  they  are  not  at  fo  much  Pains 
and  Fatigue  to  purchafe  the  Favour  of  the  Fair  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  their  Appetites 
are  not  pall'd  with  Enjoyment.  They  don't  com- 
mit fo  many  P'ollies  for  the  fake  of  the  Women,  as 
they  do  in  France ^  but  then  they  love  them  more 
fincerely. 

In  the  Nazarene  Countries,  the  Men  are  the  prin- 
cipal Caufe  that  the  P'air  Sex  is  no  better  ;  for  they 
fet  them  daily  Examples  of  Capricioufnefs,  Incon- 
■ftancy.  Treachery,  and  Difhonefty.  A  Woman 
who  fees  her  Hufband  commit  Adultery,  and  look 
upon  it  as  no  more  than  a  Piece  of  Gallantry,  thinks 
ihe  has  a  right  to  indulge  the  fame  Inclination.  A 
young  Lady  whom  her  Lover  abandons  after  making 
a  thoufand  Vows,  and  the  moft  folemn  Promifes, 
imagines  that  to  be  p^alfe  and  Perjured  are  no  very- 
great  Crimes,  fmce  they  don't  (lain  her  Lover's 
deputation. 

I  tremble,  dear  Br'ito^  when  I  think  what  a  RIfk 
I  ran  ;  I  was  upon  the  very  Brink  of  the  Precipice  ; 
I  adlually  felt  thofe  Motions  in  my  Heart,  the  Con- 
fcquences  of  which  are  fo  pernicious  in  this  Country : 
My  Eyes  roved  v/ith  Pleafure  over  the  enchanting 
Features  of  tlie  fair  Lady  to  whom  I  pay'd  a  fecret 
Homage.  In  (hoit,  I  was  juft  ready  to  kifs  my 
Chain,  when  Reflection  forced  me  from  the  Mis- 
fortunes into  which  I  was  plunging  :  I  confider'd  to 
what  Uneafmefs  I  was  going  to  abandon  myfelf,  and 
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in  fpite  of  myfelf  refolvM  no  more  to  fee  my  lovely 
Charmer,  v/hofe  Abfence  has  quite  made  way  for  the 
Return  of  my  Reafon.  When  I  fay  this,  I  would 
not  have  it  thought  that  I  pride  myfelf  in  the  Cha- 
ra6ler  of  being  Infcnfible,  for  there's  no  body  but  at 
fome  time  or  other  has  felt  the  Darts  of  Love ;  but 
if  I  muft  be  in  love,  I  am  willing  to  take  care  that 
my  PaiTions  may  prove  a  Blcfling  to  mc,  and  not  a 
Torture. 

I  laugh  at  thofe  Philofophers  Who  flatter  them- 
felves  with  the  vain  Conceit,  that  they  are  the  bet- 
ter Men  becaufe  they  were  never  in  Love.  I  fliouM 
like  as  well  to  hear  a  Man  boaft  that  he  was  alwaj'S 
ihipid  ;  for  in  fhort,  dear  Br'ito^  a  Tendernefs  for 
the  Fair  Sex  is  the  nobleft:  Prefent  that  we  have  re- 
ceived from  Heaven  :  'Tis  a  Delicacy  in  Scnti- 
iiients  that  diftinguifhes  us  from  the  reft  of  Animals, 
and  the  fineft  Inventions  are  owing  to  a  ftrong  De- 
fire  to  pleafe.  'Twas  an  ingenious  female  Lover 
that  invented  Sculpture  and  Drawing  ;  and  they  fay, 
'twas  Love  diat  gave  the  lirft  Idea  of  Writing.  If 
we  inquire  into  the  moft  confiderable  Events,  we 
(liall  find  the  Source  of  them  in  Love.  Europe  is 
obliged  to  this  Paflion  for  moft  of  its  Amufcments; 
the  Invention  of  all  Recreations  being  folely  to  pleale 
the  Fair  Sex.  l['he  Man  in  low  Life  makes  his  Court 
to  his  Sweetheart  by  regaling  her  with  Wine.,  Sweet- 
?neats,  and  Dainties.  The  Noble  and  the  Rich  divert 
theirs  ivith  Plays,  MafqueradeSy  Balls,  Jirings,  and 
'Journeys  into  the  Country,  Were  it  not  for  Love, 
every  thing  in  Nature  wou'd  languifti,  for  'tis  the 
Soul  of  the  World,  and  the  Harmony  of  the  Uni- 
verfe.  Heaven  gave  to  Man,  at  his  Creation, 
that  Byafs  which  inclines  him  to  Women  ;  and  the 
Fondnefs  we  have  for  them,  is  a  Prefent  from  the 
Deity.  We  ought  not  to  blufti  at  our  being  iii 
Love,  fincfe  we  do  but  therein  conform  to  the  Im- 
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preffions  of  Nature,  which  have  nothing  criminal, 
unlefs  v/hen  they  are  corrupted  by  our  Vices  and 
•Debauchery. 

It  feems  as  if  the  Nazarnies  were  not  capable  of 
■loving  any  Woman  but  thofc  whom  they  cannot 
court,  without  incurring  Ouilt.  The  French  efpe- 
cially  maintain,  that  Marriage  and  Enjoyment  are 
tlie  Tomb  of  Love,  and  this  Paffion  does  not  appear 
amiable  to  them  if  it  be  not  guilty.  To  this  pur- 
fofe  they  tell  a  pleafant  Story,  for  the  Truth  of 
which  I  will  not  be  anfwerable,  tho'  it  is  inferted 
in  the  Works  of  an  Hiflorian  of  great  Authority  *. 
'Tis  commonly  faid  in  France  among  the  Debauchees, 
that  the  Conciufion  of  the  Civil  Wars  in  that  King- 
dom, which  they  had  like  to  have  entirely  de- 
ftroyM  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Henry  IV". 
was  owing  to  two  or  three  Harlots.  The  Duke 
de  Maine ^  who  was  Head  of  the  League  againft 
that  Monarch,  was  a  Man  of  a  flow  dilatory  7  em- 
per,  which  gave  great  Encouragement  to  the  bold 
Enterprizes  of  his  Enemies.  In  the  Height  of 
his  Rebellion,  having  tl->e  Misfortune  to  go  with 
four  or  five  of  his  Friends  to  the  Hotel  de  Carna- 
vdet^  he  there  debauched  himfelf  with  fane  Ladies  of 
Pleafure^  and  zvas  fo  fond  of  'em,  that  he  had  need 
-to  have  kept  his  Cha?nber  for  feveral  Days  f.  But 
the  Affairs  of  his  Party  being  in  fuch  a  Situation, 
•that  he  could  only  take  palliative  Remedies,  the 
iPoifon  liirk'd  in  his  Body,  and  rendered  Knn  fiill  more 
fu^gijh,  fullen,  and  chagrin,  zvhich  leffen'd  the  Vigour 
of  his  Party.  And  the  faid  Duke,  not  long  after 
this  Adventure,  being  weary  and  quite  jaded  with 
the  Toils  of  War,  began  to  lend  an  Ear  to  Propo- 
sals of  Peace. 

*  Mezeray. 

:}•  Me:iieray'^  Chronol.  Abrldgm.  Anno  1589. 
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If  the  fame  Accident  had  happened  to  Hjtiiy  IV  y 
the  Popifh  Hiftorians  of  his  Tiriie,  who  were  great 
Admirers  of  Prodigies,  would  not  have  fail'd  to 
have  tranfmitted  this  Intrigue  of  the  three  Whores  to 
Pofterity,  as  a  Miracle  wrought  in  Favour  of  the 
League.  But  as  it  happened  to  the  Head  of  the 
Holy  Confederacy,  they  have  left  it  in  profound 
Oblivion. 

This  Story  is  a  very  evident  Proof  of  the  Inconti- 
tincncy  and  Lewdnefs  of  the  Nazanmes  ;  they  con- 
demn the  Plurality  of  Wives  among  the  Tui/^s^ 
while  they  ruin  their  Health  and  Subflance  with 
Harlots,  whom  tjiey  call  Creatures  forrn'd  to  allc-j'a-f! 
the  Troubles  and  Cares  of  Human  Life.  All  the  rich 
People  keep  them  in  Pay  j  thofe  are  in  Ix-fl:  Keeping 
that  belong  to  the  Farniers-CTcncral,  or  OfRcers  of 
the  Revenue,  from  whom  they  fqueczc  conHderablc 
^Sums,  to  the  great  Impoveviilinicnt  of  the  Com- 
monalty, the  Widows  and  the  Orphans.  The 
Ivadics  whofc  Gallants  are  Landed  Men,  generally 
live  up  to  the  Height  of  what  they  get,  indulge  thcni- 
felves  in  good  Cheer  for  twenty  Years,  keep  grand 
Equipages,  and  fcveral  Domcfllcs,  and  when  they 
begin  to  grow  old,  they  find  themfelvcs  as  poor  as 
■they  were  before,  all  their  Gains  having  been  laid 
out  in  Cloaths,  Lace,  Champaign  Wine  and  Ribband  ,. 
Tiiofe  Ladies  who  have  rich  Clergymen  for  their 
( jalLuits,  fare  -fomewhat, better  at  lail,  for  they  fliil 
make  a  fliift  to  live  under  the  Prcteclion  of  tiie 
Alrnr,  even  when  thev  are  callf:cr'd  and  turnM  oiit 
of  Pay. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Brito  ;  may'il  thou  profpci 
in  thy  Affairs,  and  marry  a  chafte  ond  faithful  Wo- 
man, who  may  be  the  Glory  of  Ifrael.,  and  from 
whom  that  Lam.p  may  rife,  v/hich  is  to  illuminate 
the  Nations. 

Vol  U.  E  L  E  T- 
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.Irofn  Aaron  Monceca,  al  Paris,  to 
Isaac  O  n  i  s,  a  Rahbi^  at  Conftanti- 
nople. 

1  Long  to  hear  from  thee,  and  till  I  do  {hall  always 
^  be  uneafy.  I  cannot  fend  thee  the  Books  that 
are  coming  from  Holland,  'till  thou  art  arriv'd  in 
Egypt ;  nor  fliall  I  have  them  at  Paris  thefe  fix 
Weeks.  'By  the  Letters  I  have  receivM  from  Mofes 
Rodrigo,  I  hope  thou  wilt  have  reafon  to  be  fatisfied. 
He  tells  me  that  he  has  made  it  his  Bufmefs  to  pick 
out  the  beft  of  Hiftory  :  I  look  upon  good  Books  of 
that  kind,  as  ineftimable  Treafure  j  their  Scarcity 
makes  them  the  more  valuable,  for  ten  Centuries 
icarce  produce  four  or  £ve  Hiftorians  that  approach 
to  Px^rfedtion. 

in  fome  of  my  former  Letters  I  obferv'd  to  thee 
how  obfcure  Hiflory  w\is  in  the  firft  Ages,  and  the 
Difficulty  of  coming  at  the  Truth  in  'Limes  fo  far 
back  :  And  when  we  come  down  to  later  Times,  we 
find  another  Perplexity  altogether  as  bad.  The  too 
great  Number  of  Hiftorians,  and  the  Ignorance  and 
Jneapacity  of  moft  of  them,  throw  the  Mind  into 
Confufion,  and  are  very  prejudicial  to  that  Clearnefs 
and  Truth,  that  ought  to  be  expelled  in  a  regular 
Difpofition  of  the  Fa(51:s  with  which  one  wou'd  vvifhi 
to  enrich  the  Underflanding  as  a  Repofitory  to  be 
^e  made  ufe  of  upon  oceafion  by  the  help  of  the 
Memory.  The  indigcfted  Heap  of  a  thoufand  Im- 
.pertinences  with  which  the  Fliftorians  flufF  their 
Works,  enervates  the  Mind  of  the  Reader  ;  and  the 

great 
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great  Number  of  Facts,  either  falfe  or  Infignlficant, 
carries  away  that  Attention  which  only  ought  to  be 
given  to  thofe  that  are  of  fufficient  Importance  to 
ingrofs  it. 

The  antient  Greek  and  Latin  Hiftorlans  that  are 
remaining  to  this  Day,  hi'/e  been  refi!i'cl  bv  Time. 
When  I  fay  refind^  I  don't  intend  it  of  their  Works, 
of  whiich  we  have  unhappily  loft  confiderable  Frag- 
ments ;  but  I  mean  that  they  are  tl^ie  only  Works 
come  to  our  hands  which  have  not  fufFer'd  Extincti- 
on, nor  fallen  into  that  Oblivion,  the  Fate  of  a 
great  many  indifferent  V/riters  which  there  muft 
have  been  in  their  Time.  For  all  A2;es  have  abounded 
with  bad  Authors,  wliofe  Writings  were  never  tranf- 
mitted  to  their  Pofterity  :  On  the  other  hand,  we 
fee  that  the  Works  of  the  Antients  which  have  liv'd 
to  this  Day,  are  the  fame  which  were  preferr'd 
before  all  the  others  both  in  jit  hens  and  in  old 
Rof?ie. 

The  Reafon  for  the  Prefervation  of  a  good  Book 
preferable  to  an  indifferent  or  a  bad  one,  is  fo  plain 
that  it  needs  little  Argument  to  prove  it.  ^Ve  are 
as  careful  to  keep  what  is  valuable,  as  we  are  care- 
lefs  to  preferve  what  we  flight.  The  Greek  and 
Roman  Hiftorians  that  are  preferv'd  to  our  Time, 
are  precious  Depofits  which  twenty  Ager,  havetranf- 
mitted  to  us,  that  we  might  tranfmit  them  uith  ihe. 
fame  Care  to  our  lateft  Pofferit\\ 

A  thoufand  Years  hence  our  Childrcns  Children 
will  have  none  but  the  beft  of  our  Hiftcriaiis,  vi-ithout 
being  plaojued  by  any  bad  ones,  which  for  the  Satif- 
faftion  of  the  World,  will  be  condemn'd  in  th^ 
mean  time  to  Deftru6tion  by  Moihs,  Daft,  an! 
Chandlers  Sliops.  Th.e  iih.-ffrious  Thuani-s  will  live 
to  the  lateft  Times  ;  and  Mszcray^  with  fome  other 
Hiftorians,  tho'  not  quite  fo  perfe6l  as  the  former, 
will  ailb  ihare  the  Efteem  of  Pofterity.  But  ho  v 
E  2  munv 
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'rtimy  Writers  ^v\mJ1  perifh  fucceffively  one  after 
another  ?  Plow  many  are  there  now  half-begotten 
Brats,  that  are  dead  as  foon  as  born  ?  How  many 
Jhave  been  fmother'd  in  the  Cradle  ?  Alas  !  who 
knows  any  thing  now  of  a  hundred  Books  that  were 
^vritten  only  twenty  Years  ago  ?  Where's  the  Man 
"who  is  for  cultivating  a  good  Tafte,  and  cautious 
of  giving  his  Attention  to  infipid  StufF,  told  with 
3n  Emphafis,  and  amp]ify"'d  with  a  Parcel  of  im- 
pe7'U?ient  Notkhigs^  that  will  venture  to  dip  into  Lar- 
rt-y's  pretended  Hiftcry  of  the  Seven  Wife  Mcn^  aug- 
rxicnted  by  another  Author  of  Remarks^  which  are 
iliJl  worfe  than  the  Body  of  the  Work,  and  have 
nothing  to  recommend  them  but  the  being  as 
fliort  as  they  are  infignificant  ?  The  Hilliory  of 
Lewis  XIV,  and  that  of  JPllIiatn  III  *,  written  by 
the  fame  Author,  have  alfo  feen  their  lafl:  Day,  and 
our  Grandchildr-en  will  not  be  put  to  the  trouble 
of  endeavouring  to  render  that  Writer  confiftent 
with  himfelf,  who  makes  two  Heroes,  and  two 
very  indifferent  Princes  alternately,  of  thofe  two 
Monarchs.  In  the  Hiftory  of  Lewis  XIV,  TVil- 
llam  III.  is  a  very  ordinary  Chara6fer ;  and  in  the 
Hiilory  of  V/ilUain  III,  the  Hero  Lexvis  XIV.  is  fo 
far  eclips'd  in  his  Merit  that  he  becomes  quite  ano- 
ther iMan.  Our  Grandchildren,  I  fay,  will  be  in- 
form'd  of  fuch  Alliens  of  thofe  Monarchs  as  really 
fliew'd  them  to  be  Great  Men,  by  reading  the 
Works  of  fome  good  Writer,  who  will  preferve  the 
Decency  due  to  Hiflory,  and  the  Regard  which  is 
challeng'd  by  Truth. 

I  will  not  trouble  thee,  dear  IJaac^  with  a  De- 
tail of  all  the  Books  that  are  every  Day  fpawn'd, 
and  turn'd  to  wafle  Paper.  I^need  only  mention  three, 
m^..  I.  The  Hijhry  of  the  Negociations  of  the  Peace 
of  Nimeguen,  which  is  an  ill-digefted  Narrative, 
*  In  the  Hiltory  of  England. 

with 
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with  an  infipiJ  Stile,  and  an  irrcgul.ir  ill-condudled 
Scries  of  Refle£lion3  in  the   moft  common  Ciafs  of 
Politics,  and  of  Fa6ls  told  an  hundred  times  before. 

2.  Tlje  Prefcnt  State  of  the  United  Provinces ;  a  i\A. 
untimely  misfhapen  Produ(Siion,  which  owes  its 
hafly  Birth  to  the  Impatience  of  its  Author  to  fore- 
ftall  another  who  was  writing  on  the  fmie  Subject. 

3.  The  Hi/ioiy  (t/' Poland,  i)i  the  Reign  of  Augulkis 
II ;  an  infipid  Colledt^ion  from  G.izettes,  fweird 
with  a  tedious  Number  of  Pieces,  and  v/rltten  in 
'fuch  a  low  creeping  Stile  as  is  agreeable  to  the  Irre- 
gularity and  Inaccuracy  of  tiie  Au^thor  in  the  Dif-- 
pofition  of  his   Fa61^. 

There  are  manv  others  of  tliis  fort,  v.  hich  fcarcc 
do  any  harm  to  Literature  and  the  Sciences,  bc- 
•caufe  of  the  little  Vend  th-re  is  of  'em  ;  b\it  the 
Cafe  is  difFcrent  with  refpc<5i:  to  the  Works  of  cer- 
tain Authors,  which  are  very  pcrniGlous  in  the  Re- 
public of  Letters,  and  very  likely  to  corrupt  the 
Reader's  'Fade.  Thefe  fcem  cover 'd  with  a  fpeci- 
ous  Veil,  and  to  have  an  excellent  Foundation,  but 
then  the  Superflruclure  is  all  bad.  Thefe  Writers 
are  the  Gontimiers  of  liiJJories  written  by  feme 
Men  of  Eminence,  with  whofe  Countenance  they 
impofe  upon  the  Public,  and  as  one  may  fay,, 
fpunge  upon  a  Reputation  to  which  they  have  no- 
manner  of  Right.  But  *tis  of  no  long  Duration  ; 
for  when  their  Works  are  confider'd  with  any  Care,, 
and  thofe  nev/  Tomes  which  thus  venture  abroad' 
are  compared  with  the  former,  they  are  foon  look'd 
upon  as  fpurious  Brats,  that  afFccb  to  be  honour'tk 
with  the  Name  of  a  Father  to  whom  they  don't 
belong.  Such  are  the  Cc'?itifiuers  of  yofephus^  Gro- 
tiusj  Jlfezerayy  Piiffcndorf^  Bojfuet^  Rapin  de  Tijoy- 
ras^  and  feveral  others. 

The   Credit  which  good  Books  have  eftablifh'd 

with,  tlie  Public,  would  not  be  fo  encouraging  to 
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thofe  who  continue  them,  if  they  confider'cl  what 
dangerous  Rivals  they  are  always  fure  to  ftand  with. 
A  moderate  Diamond  makes  a  bad  P^'gure  join'J 
vv'ith  a  fme  Brilliant ;  but  when  alone,  'tis  much 
more  fparkling,  and  Teems  lefe  defediive.  Thus 
the  Continuation  of  Fhurfs  Ecdefiajiical  Hijiotj 
r/ould  be  a  fine  Piece,  if  it  were  not  obfcur'd  by 
the  Beauty  of  the  firft  Part ;  and  the  laft  Volumes 
q{  Don  ^ixQte  would  pleafe  wtll  enough,  if  the 
others  had  not  been  publilli'd  before. 

It  atlually  requires  more  Imagination,  and  a 
greater  Vivacity  of  Genius  to  continue  a  Work, 
than  the  firfl  Author  had  :  For  the  latter  had  no- 
thing to  do  but  to  purfue  his  Ideas  naturally  as 
they  arofe  ;  whereas  he  that  comes  after  him  is 
under  fuch  a  NecefTity  of  conforming  to  him,  that 
he  can  but  here  and  there  make  ufe  of  his  owa 
Imagination,  being  oblig'd  to  fubmit  to  the  Ideas 
of  him  whofe  Vv^'ork  he  continues,  if  he  has  a 
mind  that  it  fhou'd  not  appear  to  be  two  dif- 
ferent Pieces  that  have  httle  Conne6lion  with  one 
another. 

7'he  great  Numher  of  indlfFercnt,  and  indeed 
bad  Writers,  is  a  Flindrance  to  the  Advancement 
of  the  Study  of  Hiftory.  It  fnould  be  one  of  the 
{\x^x  Cares  of  him  who  applies  to  it,  to  be  careful 
in  the  Choice  of  the  Books  in  which  he  hopes  to 
come  at  the  exacSl  Knowledge  of  the  principal 
Fa<5ts:  He  mufl  be  cautious  of  truftlng  to  Authors 
who  have  wrote  v/ith  Partiality,  to  fuch  as  had 
it  not  in  their  pov/er  to  be  Mafters  of  the  Subjedc 
they  treat  of,  and  to  thofe  that  wrote  meerly  for 
fordid  Gain.  If  he  confines  himfelf  only  to  the 
Reading  of  Hifiorians  that  have  not  been  fully'd 
and  infccStcd  with  thefc  Blcmifhes,  he  will  indeed 
hive  but  a  fmall  Number  of  Writers  to  perufe ; 
hut   theii  he,  will    Igara  more,    from   their    fingk 
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Works  than  from  the  immenfe  Collection  of  others, 
which  will  only  furnilh  him  with  fb.lfe  Ideas  inftcad 
of  thofe  he  would  derive  from  good  Authors,  who, 
if  they  communicated  but  a  certain  Number  of 
Facts  to  him,  would  however  fupplv  him  with  thofe 
that  were  true,  and  rang'd  and  diflributed  indue  Or- 
der and  Method. 

To  learn  Hiftory  from  an  Autiior  devoted  to  3 
Party,  is  the  fame  thing  as  to  expccft  to  know  tht^ 
Merits  of  a  Caufe  depending  between  Plaintiff  and 
Defendant,  by  hearing  the  Council  of  one  fide 
only.  For  a  Man  to  apply  himfclf  to  the  Reading 
of  an  ignorant  Hiftorian,  or  one  who  is  but  indif- 
ferently acquainted  with  what  he  writes ;  to  chufe 
fuch  a  one  to  conduct  us  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Truth  of  the  Fa6fs  with  which  we  want  to  be  ac- 
quainted, is  the  fame  tiling  as  giving  the  Preference 
to  a  blind  Man  to  guide  us  in  a  dark  Way.  For 
a  Man  to  found  his  Belief  upon  the  Authority  of  one 
who  writes  for  Hire,  rnd  has  fiJcli  a  iix'd  Price  for 
his  Praife,  is  to  feck  for  Truth  iii  Panegyric. 

The  famous  Grcgorio  Lett  was  of  A'ldihicr.'cP^i 
Opinion,  that  an  Hiitorian  ought  to  be  of  no  Reli- 
gion nor  Country ;  I  m.uch  rather  think  he  fiiou'd 
have  faid,  he  ought  to  have  neither  Country  nov 
Cajh.  For  as  to  Religion,  befidcs  the  Impiety  there 
is  in  that  Sentiment,  it  does  not  lay  the  Truth  under. 
a  Neceffityof  being  difguifed.  De  Thou  was  a  Na- 
zarene  Papift,  and  yet  as  much  efteemVl  by  the  Av7- 
%arene  Proteftants,  as  by  thoCc  of  his  own  Commu- 
nion. I  know  very  well  that  in  all  Religions  there's- 
a  Number  of  Zealots,  who  can't  bear  to  hear  thofc 
of  their  own  Faith  found  fault  with,  or  the  Virtue^s 
©f  fuch  as  they  think  in  an  Error  commended.  But 
an  Hiftorian  does  not  write  for  Perfons  eat  up  with 
Prejudices,  vile  Slaves  to  their  falfe  Devotion. 
Thefe  may  fuck  Chimasras  enough  from  the  Books 
E  4-  written 
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written  by  the  Monks  or  Prelates  of  Italy ^  in  whofe 
Works  they  will  find  a  Cham  of  Invectives  againft 
illuftrious  Perfons,  who  while  living  merited  the 
Eileem  of  the  Vv'hole  World. 

Almoil  all  the  Nazarene  Popifli  Writers  are  fuh- 
]tSt  to  be  carry'd  away  by  their  PafTions,  and  to 
worry  in  pieces  all  that  oppofe  them,  without  any 
Regard  to  Truth.  They  think  they  have  fuffi- 
cient  Authority  from  certain  antient  Dodors  of 
iheirs,  call'd  the  Fathers ;  who  were  Men  that 
■x&nttA  their  Invedives  againft  all  without  Diftinc- 
tlon  that  were  not  of  their  own  Opinion,  and  re- 
fpeded  neither  Rank  nor  Virtue,  but  all  was  alike 
to  them.  If  Credit  may  be  given  to  their  Works, 
v/iiat  a  horrid  Mor.fter  muil  Poflerity  think  the 
Emperor  'Julian  was,  whom  they  cali'd  an  Apor 
Jlate^  tho'  he  was  guilty  of  no  other  Crime  thaiv 
having  quitted  their  Religion  *.  For  he  v/as  a- 
chaile,  fcber,  ju{l  Prince^  and  as  brave  and  as  elo- 

*  No  body  has  better  defended  Julian  againU:  the 
Calumnies  of  llie  Fathers,  than  Mothe  le  Vayer  :. 
^   Don't  we  know,  /ays  he  in  one  Part  of  that  Princess 

'   Eicgium,  that  the  great  Applaufe  wherewith Jo' 

'   vian  was  receiv'd  by  all  the  Militia,  when  he  was 

*  proclaim'd  E.mperor,  only  proceeded  from  the  Re- 
^  femblance    of  his    Name  to    that   of  Julian^     from 

*  which  it  differed  only  in  a  Letter  or  two  ?  Now,  it. 
'  is  certain  that  a  great  part  of  that  Mihtia  was  Chrifl- 

*  ian,  2s  is  plain  from  tlie  Choice  they  made  of  a  Prince 

*  of  our  Religion.     From  v/hence  therefore  could  pro- 

*  ceed   fo  great  a  Tellimony  of  Affedion  to  the  Me- 

*  mory  of  an  Idolater,  a  Perfecutor  of  the  BelieverSj, 

*  if  we  don't  attribute  it  to  thofe  fhining,  and  truly, 
•=  Imperial  Virtues,    which  did  not  fail  to   make  him 

*  belov'd  and  eiUcm'd.  '  Le  Mothv  Is  Vayer  cf  the 
Virtue  (  f  the  Pagans,  in  his  Works,.  tQv:.,  i.  p,  696, 
ef  the  Edition  m  Folio. 

quenc 
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quent  as  dsfar.  Judge  then  what  Certainty  the 
Nazarenes  have  of  the  greateft  part  of  pnft  IVanf- 
a(5iions,  and  efpecially  of  thofe  with  which  their- 
Rch'gion  is  conncdled. 

There  is  alfo,  dear  Ifaac^  another  fort  of  Books 
which  is  pernicious  in  the  Study  of  Kiftory.     They 
are  fuch  as  only  funiifli  obfcure  Ideas,  and  are  ot" 
no  Service  to  our  Underflandins;:  To   read  them  is 
to  lofe  Time  which  may  be   employ 'd  to  a  much 
better  Purpofc.     They   commonly   give   important 
Tides  to  fuch  WHtings,  and  that's  all  the  Book  is 
good  for.     I  have  juft  now  read  a  Book  which  mav 
be  rank'd  in  this  Clafs  ;   'tis  273^  Intr-odn61lon  to  the- 
Hijhry  of  Afia,   Africa,  and  America,   by   Bruzen 
la  Martinicre;  a  Compilation  of  certain  P^acls  wliich. 
all   the  World  knew   before,  and   confounded  to- 
gether without  any  proper  Difpofition,  a  Work  in.- 
which  there  is  nothing  well  digelied,  nothing  new, 
nothing  truly   inflru(5live,    and   Vv'Titten  in   a  poor 
barren  Stile.     This  is  the  Character  of  that  Book  : 
T'he  Title  ftrikes   the  Reader's   Attention   at  finl,. 
but  really  the  Author  has  made   fo  little   Improve- 
ment of  Puffcndorf's  Idea,,  that   he  might  as  wclii 
have  let  it  alone. 

Fare  v/ell,  dear  Jfnac^  \qX  me  hear  from  thee  y. 
and  may  the  God  of  our  Fathers  crown  tlicc  with. 
Frofpcjity, 


L  £  T^ 
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From  Jacob  Brito,  at  Venice,  to  Aa- 
ron  Mqnceca,   at  Paris. 

I  Am  Rill  endeavouring  to  inform  myfclf  of  the 
•^  Manners  of  the  People :  I  find  a  Pleafure  in/ 
comparing  the  Genius  and  Cuftoms  of  the  feveral. 
Nations  through  which  I  travel.  The  Fmctians  are 
not  like  the  other  I-talians^  faperftitioufly  devoted  to 
tiie  Sentiments  of  the  Priells  and  Friars.  They 
make  ufe  of  their  Reafon,  and  taking  Advantage 
i)r  that  Lamp  of  Nature,  which  they  have  received 
iVom  Heaven  to  be  a  Light  to  their  Gonduil,.  their 
Minds  are  not  fetter'd  by  that  Bigotry  which  ren- 
ders Men  lazy,  and  effeminate.  In  my  Travels 
in  Itcdvy  I  have  perceiv'd  that  the  People  there  are 
more  or  kfs  timorous  and  degenerate,  according  as 
they  are  more  or  lefs  fubjeft  to  the  Monks,  whofe 
low  flavifh  Ideas  debafe  the  Minds  of  thofe  that  imi- 
tate or  afTociate  with  them. 

This  Firfl:  Refledion  leads  ma  to  make  a  Second 
!ipon  the  Ncixarens  Religion.  It  cannot  be  dif- 
puted  that  many  of  its  ProfefTors  arc  brave  and  va- 
liant, yet  it  fcems  to  be  a  Religion  proper  only  for 
Cowards  ;  for  their  Do6lors  infpire  them  with  a 
Contempt  of  Injuries  and  Poverty,,  and  command 
them  even  to  love  their  Enemies,  and  thofe  that 
perfecutc  them:  Precepts  that  are  dire6lly  contrary 
to  the  Notions  of  Honour,  which  requires  that  a 
jiotable  Revenge  fhould  be  taken  for  an  Affront 
that  is.receiv'd  in  pubiic-K, 
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If  inteid  of  the  Ro??inn  Legions  Julius  Ccsfc:r 
had  taken  the  P^icld  with  Two  hundred  thouflind 
Men  that  had  counted  tlieir  Beads  In  the  Morn- 
ing, celebrated  their  Vefpers  in  the  Evening,  and 
who  witj.out  retaliating  Injuries  had  borne  them 
with  the  P.'itience  and  Tranquility  of  a  Stoicy  or  ya- 
thtroi  i\Krzar£}:ey  as  they  call  thcmfelves  5  I  very 
much  doubt  whether  that  Roman  v/ould  l^ave  cv-.r 
conquer'd  a  fingle  Village  of  th3  Gauls.  Tiic 
moil  that  he  could  have  expecftcd  from  fuch  devout 
Soldiers,  was  the  Stand  they  would  liave  made  for 
their  Country  and  their  God,,  for  Vvhom  the\' 
would  have  brav'd  Death  icfelf.  Bat  ilicre  mufl 
be  fomething  more  than  this  to  form  good  Troops.. 
Wiiocver  expects  Succef'^  in  the  military  Profeiiif'n, 
muft  do  all  the  Mifchicf  he  can  to  his  Enemy,  imiji 
prevent  h'lni^  furprize  hhn^  put  hhn  to  the  SivorJ,, 
hum  his  Magazines ^  Jlarve  hini^  plunder  hlin^ .  antl 
all  thefe  Keats  muft  be  performed  with  Difpatch, 
without  giving  Time  for  confulting  Cailiifts  to 
know  whether  'tis  lawful  upon  fuch  Occafion  ei- 
ther to  kill  or  burn.  An  Army  v/ould  make  little 
Progrefs,  if  before  it  refolv'd  to  give  Battle,  a  fu- 
preme  Council  of  Divines  w^as  to  be  aflcmbled,  to 
knov/  v/hether  it  wr.s  lawful  or  ngt  to  meet  llie 
Enemy,  or  to  avoid  him.  If  l.was  the  General  of 
an  Army,  I  fhould  rather  chufe  to  be  cbiiEed  to- 
confalt  the  Entrails  of  Viclim.s,  or  llie  Sacred  Chick- 
en after  the  Manner  of  the  Anlicnts.  1  fliould. 
come  cfFlike  an  illuflrious  Romans,  by  caufing  thcni. 
to  be  drown'd  if  they  would  not  cat,  to  tlie  En<I  th:it 
they  might  drink  more  at  their  Eafe,.  and  tiut  tlie 
Augury  might  be  the  more  favourable.  But  the 
Divines  v/oukl  not  be  fo  eafy  to  manage^  as  Chick- 
en ;  they  would  form  a  thoufand  Difputes  amor>,:*; 
themlelves,.,  of  v/hich  there  would  bcm.o  Knd^.,  and. 
the  Enemy  would  beat  the  rcllj^iou:?-  Army  iejt 
S  6l  tii5ic5: 
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times  before  the  PrcUminaries  were  fettled  for  de- 
ciding the  Cafe  of  Cbnfcience  in  Qiieftion.     Surely 
the  Command  of  fuch  an  Army  would  never  have . 
been  accepted  by  the  Marfiial  de.  Biron^  v^^ho  broke 
a  Captain   whom  he  had  nothing  to  reproach  with 
but;  his  taking   fome  Precaution  again-ft  the  Profe- 
cution  of  the  Solicitor-General.     Are  you  of  them^ 
'ibid  he  to  the  Captain,  that  have  fmh  a  Dread  of) 
fufjcef  I  brsak  you:  Yoiijhallneverferve  me  more: 
For  every  Soldier  that  is  afraid  of  a  Ben^   is  afraid  of 
a  Sword.     Vv'liat  doft   think,   dear  Monceca^     this 
Duke  would  liave  done  to  a   Soldier  or  an  Officer, 
that  fhouki  have  defired  I'ime   to  take  Advice  of 
his   Spii-irual  Director  before   he  took  the  Field? 
''Vh  my  Opinion-  he  would  have  treated  him  as  a.. 
Sacred  Chick. 

The  Nazarems  themfelves  agree  that  their  Con- 
du6l  and   their  Actions  in  the   Point  of  War  are 
\r\i\XQ.\Y  contrary  to   the  Spirit  of  their  Religion : 
But  they  throw  tlie  Blame  of  all  the  Harm  they 
.) re  capable  of  doing,  upon  thofe  who  being  at  the. 
Ifead  cf  Government,  ought  never  to  engage  the 
.Subj.e^ls  in    anv    V/ars  but  what  are  juft.      This 
iiriL'  Principle  being  laid   dov/n,  they  diveft  them- 
felves of  all  ether  Scraples,  :inG  plwider^  rob ^  kill, 
majfacra^  turn^  t^c.   and  all  without  confulting  the 
Divines,  not  even  the  Almoners  or  Chaplains,  of 
whoj}!  there  are  almoft  as  many  in  their  Armies  as 
there  are  Sutlers.     For  the  Friars  too  have  fom.e. 
liTiall  Credit  with  tHe  Nazarene  Soldierss,  and  they 
iirc   io    crafty  that  they   even   reap    fome  Advan- 
tages from  People  that  h^/e  the  leaft  Eftcem  for 
them.     Neverthelefs    they    have   no    Authority  at 
Vaiice ;  for  the  Senate  are  fo  jealous  of  their  Power 
that  they   V7ou]d  put  all    the    Monks  in  their  Do- 
minions to   Death,     if  they    offer'd  to    cabal    and 
form  Parties,     Nay,  tor  kfs  than  this,  they  would 
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hang  up  the  Superior  of  the  chief  Convent  of  Ve- 
nice^ who  if  he  did  but  talk  a  httle  too  freely  of 
Government,  his  Affair  wou'd  foon  be  difpatch'd. 
For  in  this  Country  the  Miniftry  muft  be  treated 
with  as  much  Refpcdt  as  there  is  Liberty  for  all 
the  reft:  Nay  'tis  almoft  as  dangerous  to  commend 
as  to  cenfure  them ;  for  the  Venetians  v/ill  have  nei- 
ther Good  nor  111  faid  of  their  Adminiftration ; 
and  all  Difcuflions  upon  this  Head  are  what  they 
hate.  They  expe61:  that  their  Government  fhould 
be  rever'd  as  the  Athenians  rever'd  the  Unknown 
God*,  to  whom,  tho'  they  erc6lcd  an  Altar,  yet 
they  contented  themfclves  with  honouring  him  in 
Silence,  without  fpeaking  of  his  Qualities  or  his 
Attributes. 

As  a  Genocfe  Carver  was  one  day  at  v/ork  in  a- 
Church  of  the  Nazarcne  fViars  f  who  had  fent  for 
him  from  Venice  for  that  Purpofe,  two  Fren:h 
Gentlemen  newly  arriv'd  there,  v/ent  to  take  a  view 
of  his  Works,  and  after  commending  the  Beauty 
of  them,  they  fell  by  degrees  into  Sonverfation  with 
him  about  the  Government  of  the  Republic; 
when  thefe  Frenchmen^  according  to  the  laudable 
Cuftom  of  fome  of  their  Countrymen,  which  is, 
never  to  approve  of  any  tiling  among  Foreigners, 
launched  out  into  Invectives  againft  the  Senate 
and  the  Republic,  and  to  the  Senators  they  gave 
the  Nick-name  of  Pantalons^  or  Buffoons^  more  than 
once.  The  poor  Gcnotfe  pleaded  for  the  Vcnetians^ 
to  the  beft  of  his  Power;  but  he  had  a  hard  Match 
to  cope  with;  they  were  two  to  one,  and  the- 
Frenchtmn  gave  him  no  Quarter.  The  very  next 
Day  after  this  Converfation,  the  poor  Genoefe  was 
fent  for  by  the  Council  of  State:  He  appear'd 
with  trembling  before  the  Senators,  not  knowing 

*  Dso  ig7tQto,         f  The  Jefuits. 
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what  he  v/as  accused  of,  and  h'ttle  thinking  of  the 
Frenchmen  whom  he  had  feen  the  Day  before.      When 
he  came  into  the  Council-room  he  was  a/k'd.  If  he 
had  any  Acquaintance  with  the  two  Perfons  that  he 
difcourfed  with  about  the   Government  of  the  Re- 
public? This  made  him  quake  the  more;  and  he  aii- 
fwer'd  with  quiv.ering Lips, That  he  thought  lie  1  aci  faid 
nothing  but  what  was  for  the  Advantage  and  Honour 
cf  the  Senate.     Upon  this  he  was  ordered    to  go  iq- 
to  an  adjacent  Room  where  he  immediately  calt  his 
Eyes  upon  the  two  Frenchmen  dead  and  hang'd  to 
the  Cieiing.     He  then  thougiit  he  had  not  an  hour 
more  to  live;    but  being  carried  back  before  the 
Senators,    he   that  was    the    Prefident  faid    to  him 
gravely.   Hold  your  fc ace  another  ihne^   Frmid\  our 
Republic  has  no  need  cf  an  Advocate    of  your  Clafs,. 
And  ihcn  he  was  fent  about  his  Bunnefs.     But  the 
poor  Genoefe  was  in  fuch  a  Conllernation  and  Terror 
at  what  he  had  feen,  tliat  he  did  not  fo  much  as  re- 
turn to  take  his  Leave  of  the  Monks  for  whom  lie 
had  been  at  work,  but  went  indantly  from  Venice^ 
and    fwore  heartily  he    would    never    go    thither 
again. 

Tho'  the  State  Inquifition  is  fo  terrible  in  this 
Country,  yet  the  Church  Inquifition  has  no  Power 
here.  This  Tribunal,  which  the  Nazarsnes  qzAX 
the  Holy  Office .y  is  compofed  of  a  Father  Inquifi- 
tor,  of  the  Pope's  Nuncio  refiding  at  Verilce^  of  the 
Patriach  of  the  City^  who  is  a  Noble  Veru^hny 
and  of  two  other  Noblemen  who  are  chofen  cut 
of  the  principal  Senators,,  and  without  whofe 
Prefence  all  Proceedings  are  null  and  void.  The 
Eftates  of  thofe  whom  the  InquiHtion  condemns, 
fall  to  their  Heirs;  and  therefore  the  Friars  at 
Venice  have  neither  the  Pov/er  of  tyrannizing  over 
the  People,  nor  that  of  feizing  their  Eftates;  nor 
are  their  Books ^  in  what  manner  foavcr  they  are; 
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written,  and  whatfoever  Subjn^  they  treat  of,  with- 
in the  Ecclefiaftical  Jurifdiction.  The  Republic 
alone  can  take  Cognizance  of  what  relates  to 
Printing;  therefore  at  Venice  every  one  is  at  li- 
berty to  publifh  what  he  thinks  fit,  provided  the 
Republic  is  out  of  the  queftion.  The  princiaal 
Books  of  all  Religions  have  been  printed  in  this 
City.  The  Jcivs  have  publiili'd  an  Edition  of 
the  Talmud  there.  Leo  of  Mcdcna^  and  feveral 
others  have  publifh'd  their  Works  tliere  \  and  there 
the  Turks  have  alfo  printed  their  Alcoran.  But 
what  is  more  furprizing  among  the  Nazarencs^  is, 
that  Books  have  been  publifncd  there  againft  the 
Friars,  Priefts,  and  even  the  fovereign  Pontiffs*; 
and  that  thefc  Works  have  likewife  been  autho- 
rized by  the  Magiftratcs,  and  received  too  v/ith 
Applaufe. 

i'he  Venetians  make  their  Religion  truckle  to  their 
Politics;  they  adapt  their  Creed  to  the  public  Wel- 
fare, r:nd  their  Faith  to  the  Times  and  Circum- 
ftances.  They  permit  the  Univerfity  of  Padua 
to  confer  tlie  Do£lor's  Degree,  without  demanding 
the  Confeffion  of  the  Faith  injoin'd  by  the  the  Pon- 
tiffs, from  thofe  who  are  admitted.  Confcquently 
the  Body  of  the  Venetian  Dodors  is  a  Medley  of 
IJa-zarcne  Papi{l:s,  Nazarcne  Schifmatics,  Nazarcne 
"Writers,  Jews  and  Turks  too,  if  any  Cadi  of 
Ccnjlantimph  has  a  Fancy  to  take  the  Degree  of 
a  DocSlor:  For  the  Republic  is  of  Opinion  that 
the  Paths  which  lead  to  the  Sciences  ought  to  be 
open  to  all  Men,  and  that  it  is  cruel  to  barricade 
them  upon  the  vain  Pretext  of  Religion;  which 
ought  not  to  cxcufe  us  from  the  Obligations 
that  are  neceffary  for  the  Peace  and  Happincfs  of 
Society.. 

*  Hiii.  of  the  Council  of  Tnnt,  by  FatJier  Paitl,  &c. 
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The    Venetians    are  fo  zealous     to   procure   the 
Comforts    and    Accomodations    of    Life     for    all. 
Men  in  general,  that  they  extend  their  Precaution 
a   little    too  far  as  to  what  they  think   mull:  con- 
duce to  their  Benefit.     Some  Years  ago  the  Num- 
ber cf  Courtezans  being  extremely  diminifh'd,   the 
Republic    fent    for    a    great    many    from    Foreig.i 
Parts.     Signior  DogUonOy  who  has  wrote  a  Treatife 
of  the  Remarkables  of    Vmice^    highly  extols    the- 
Wifdom  of  the  Senate,  who,  by  making  Provifion 
for  the  Neceflities  of  human  PVailty,   fecured   the 
Honour  of  fober  modeft  Women,    whofe    Virtue 
was  liable    to  the   Surprize  of  a    thoufand   Snares. 
I  d^iy  the  Precaution  of  Magiilrates,   whofe  OlHce 
it  is  to  take  care  of  the  Public  Good,    to  extend 
farther  than  to  think  how   to  gratify   the   Defires- 
of  Libertines,    and   to  diffipate  the  Fears  of  jea- 
lous Hufbands ;  this  is   a  thing  of  which  none  but 
the  Venetians  are  capable.     In  truth,   (begging  Do- 
glicni^s  Pardon)  I  don*t  think   this  A6tion  fo  great 
and  commendable  as  he  does;  and  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  Infults  of  Libertines  upon  honeft  Women,, 
1  think  it  wou'd  have  been  right  to   take   the  fam.e 
Method  as  Sixtus  V.   did,    when- he  banifn'd    the 
W^hores  from  Rome.     This   PontifF  punifh'd  Vice 
ieverely,     and  kept  the  Rakes  and  Vagabonds  iri 
awe.     But  the  Venetians  Philofophy  is    better   na- 
tur'd;  they  are  like  certain   Geiinan  Prelates,  who 
formerly  permitted   the   Priefts  and  Friars  of  their 
Diocefes  to  have   Concubines,  on  the  Payment  of 
a  certain  annual  Tribute*.     The  Republic  does  the 
very  fame  thing,  and  makes  a  Profit  by  the   Sins  of 
the  Harlots,  which  bring  in  above  a  Hundred  Thou- 
fand Sequins  a  Year  into  the  public  Treafure. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Monceaiy  and  profper  in  all 
thy  Undertakings. 

*  Seethe  Centum  Gravamina  apudWolffium.     LeSiio^- 
nuTii  MemorabiLyoi,  n.  p.  223.  L.E1^ 
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Fyom  Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraiie,  at  Smyrna^ 
formerly  a  Rabhi^  at  Conftantinople ,  to 
Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris. 


5^ IS  now  a  Week,  dear  Monceca^  fince  I  left  the 
'■'  Imperial  City  for  good  and  all,  and  am  come 
away,  Thanks  be  to  the  God  of  our  Fathers,  with- 
out any  Difafter  befalling  me.  My  quondam  Bre- 
thren knew  nothing  of  the  Reafon  of  my  De- 
parture ;  I  made  them  believe  that  I  was  going  to 
SfnyrJia  upon  Bufmefs.  In  this  City  I  am  now  hap- 
pily arriv'd,  and  from  thence  I  purpofe  to  fet  oui 
(hortly  for  Cairo, 

I  was  not  forry  to  quit  the  Imperial  City,  where 
niyRefidence  was  not  fopleafant  as  thou  did'ft  ima- 
gine. A  thoufand  Objeds  were  eternally  in  my 
View  there,  which  were  Ihocking  to  my  Senfe  and 
Reafon.  I  could  not  make  ufe  of  my  Philofophy  in 
a  Country  fo  diiiurb'd,  where  Wickednefs,  Rebel- 
lion, Murder,  Avarice,  and  Cruelty,  were  perpe- 
tually offending  my  Mind.  I  look  upon  the  Ottoman 
Empire  as  Shambles,  where  the  Sultans  and  Viziers 
arc  the  Butchers  that  flay  and  facrificc  Perfons  of 
every  Rank  and  Condition  to  their  Lewdnefs.  The 
dcfpotic  Power  with  which  the  Grand  Signiorsare 
jnvcfled,  and  that  which  they  grant  to  their  V^iziers, 
arc  Sources  of  crying  Injuftice.  The  Ottoman 
Court  is  like  the  Tribunal  of  the  Inquifition,  where 
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Wealth  or  Virtue  is  fure  to  be  condemnM.  Every 
Part  of  the  Seraglio  infpires  Fear  and  Terror.  Death 
jfeems  to  be  always  at  the  Heels  of  fuch  as  approach 
ths  Sultans  J  and  it  looks  as  if  thole  Princes  only- 
promoted  them,  that  their  Fall  might  be  the  more 
remarkable. 

The  Entrance  of  the  Palaces  cf  the  Sovereigns  Is 
commonly  adorn'd  with  Columns  o\  Marble,  and 
Pieces  of  Sculpture,  worthy  of  Royal  Grandeur, 
But  as  foon  as  one  enters  the  Gates  of  that  fatal 
Palace  t^e  Seraglio,  one  {q.^?,  nothing  but  the  Heads 
of  tvv'o  or  three  hundred  Bafhas,  or  other  unfortu- 
nate Men  nail'd  up,  whofe  Fate  infpires  one  with 
Horror.  The  Infide  of  it  is  as  fad  as  the  Outfide  : 
Every  Part  of  it  looks  dreadful  ;  and  be  a  Perfun 
ever  fo  innocent,  he  is  never  fure  that  he  fhall  not 
fufFer  Death  or  Punifhment.  In  the  Seraglio  it  may 
be  faid,  that  when  a  Man  rifes  in  the  Morning,  he 
doe.s  not  know  whether  he  fhall  live  till  Night  j  for 
the  fmallefl  Fault,  the  leaft  HeedlefTnefs,  is  often 
punifh'd  with  Death. 

The  Imperial  City  i?  not  a  jot  more  agreeable 
than  the  Court,  for  one  is  perpetuai'iy  alarm'd  with 
Accounts  of  the  Banifliment  or  Death  of  the  moft 
conuderable  Citizens.  Every  new  Grand  Vizier 
facrifices  a  certain  Number  of  Victims  to  his  Ava- 
rice, as  foon  as  he  attains  to  that  high  Station.  Con-- 
Jlantmople  is  a  Sheepfold,  v/hcre  tlie  Flocks  are  only 
fatten'd  for  the  Slaughter.  The  "^jews  and  Greeks 
are  tiie  m.oft  expofed  to  thefe  A&s  of  Violence. 
^Ehey  pay  dear  for  the  Advantage  of  exercifmg  their 
Religion,  for  they  are  perpetually  fqueez'd  and 
robb'd  of  the  Fruit  of  their  Labour  and  Pains  v/ithr 
out  Pity.  Our  unfortunate  Nation  is  inceilantly 
tormented  at  Conjtantinople :  For  in  a  State  of  Calm 
and  Tranquility,  we  are  a  Prey  to  the  Avarice,  of 
tlie  Officers  of  the  Porte  y    and  in  the  Times  of 
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Difturbance  and  Mutiny,  we  are  the  Sport  of  an 
infolent  Militia,  whofe  Covetoufnefs  is  fcldom  to 
be  fatisfy'd  without  our  Wealth.  We  feem  to  have 
more  Liberty  in  the  Mahonietmt^  than  in  the  Nazc*- 
raie  Countries  ;  yet  we  are  much  more  perfecuted 
there,  and  at  leail:  as  much  hated. 

1  know  not  Vv'hethcr  thou  did'ft  ever  hear  of  the 
OppreiTion  of  our  People  by  the  Pcrfians^  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  Years  ago.  The  Mufti's  of  Ijpa- 
han.  coveting  the  Treafure  of  the  ^eivs  who  inha- 
bited that  City,  prefented  a  Memorial  to  the  Sophi 
Sha-Jbas^  wherein  they  defired  him  to  fee  the  Or- 
ders and  Precepts  contain'd  in  the  Alcoran  put  in 
execution  ;  of  which  one  of  the  moft  material  related 
to  the  Converfion  of  the  ^ews.,  who  were  obliged  jive 
hundred  Tears  after  the  Publication  of  Mahomet'j 
Religion,  to  embrace  the  Muflulmen'j  Faith,  or  to  be 
utterly  de/lroy^d.  The  Sophi,  who  was  a  very  de- 
vout Man  in  his  Religion,  but  yet  did  not  care  to 
dip  his  Hands  in  innocent  Blood,  fent  for  iXizJewSy 
and  examin'd  them  what  Faith  they  had  \n  A4ahc??2et, 
Judge  thou,  dear  Adonceca,  what  a  Confufion  our 
Brethren  were  in  at  thisQueflion  :  They  faw  it  w?^ 
put  to  them  with  no  other  Dcfign,  but  to  convince 
them  of  Blafphemy  againfl  the  falfe  Muffulman  Pro- 
phet, and  under  that  Pretext  to  ruin  and  deftroy 
them  entirely.  After  having  confcrr'd  with  one 
another  for  a  time,  they  refolv'd  to  foftcn  theij* 
Anfwcr  as  much  as  pofTible,  and  told  the  Sophi, 
that  tho'  their  Religion  hinder'd  them  from  belicvir.g 
in  any  other  Prophet  but  Mofes,  yet  they  did  not 
think  that  Maho7net  was  a  falfe  Prophet,  becaufe  he 
was  dcfcended  from  If:mael,  the  Son  of  Abraham  \ 
and  that  tiicy  VvX-re  dcfirous  of  remaining  his  Ma- 
jelly's  moft  humble  Subjedls  and  Slaves.  But  the 
Scene  was  not  ended  till  the  ^ews  had  given  him 
two  millions  of  Money  in  Gold.     And,  in  order  to 

extort. 
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extort  another  Supply,  and  to  pave  the  Way  for 
fome  other  OpprelHon,  they  were  oblig'd  to  fix  the 
Time  in  which  they  expelled  their  Mejjlah  to  come. 
Being  as  much  aftonifli'd  at  this  fecond  Demand  as 
at  the  firft,  they  anfwered,  That  their  DeUverer 
nnght,  for  aught  they  knew,  come  to-morrow.. 
IFell  then^  faid  the  Sophi,  /  give  you  feventy  Tears^ 
and  will  caufe  your  Anfvjer  to  be  regijhr'd  in  the  Jr- 
chives  of  the  Empire^  to  the  end  that  if  you  are  Im- 
pofiors^  and  your  Meffiah  does  not  appear  by  thatT'ifne, 
you  may  be  profcrib''d  and  banljh^d  out  of  the  Empire^ 
by  fiich  Succejfors  of  mi?ie  as  fmll.  he  upon  the  Throne^ 
when  the  feventy  Tears  are  expired.  This  fatal  Arret 
was  aftcrv/ards  really  put  in  Execution,  and  Sha- 
Abhas  II.  caufed  a  Declaration  to  be  publifli'd,  com- 
manding his  Subjeofs^  and  the  Foreigners  that  dwelt 
among  them^  to  fall  upon  the  Jews  as  fo  many  wild 
Beafls^  to  put  the  Mcn^  Wbmen^  and  Children  to  the 
Sword^  to  feize  their  Ejiaies,  and  to  fpare  none  but 
fuch  as  turnd  A4ahometans.  This  Perfecution  lad- 
ed near  tliree  Years,  till  the  Country  was  quite 
clear'd  of  our  Brethren,  of  whom  many  were  put 
to  Death,  and  the  reft  fled  to  the  Indies  and  Mogul, 
''I'is  faid,  that  this  bloody  Profcription  was  owing  to 
certain  Letters  from  Confiantinople^  that  made  men- 
tion of  the  Mejfiah'^s  being^come  upon  Earth. 

The  Mcjfiah  then  talk'd  of,  was  that  famous  Im- 
poflor  Sahbathai  Sevi^  who  difgrac'd  our  Nation  by 
their  Readinefs  to  fwalloAV  his  Lyes.  There  zrefews 
ftill  living  at  Smyrna^  who  faw  this  Knave.  He 
chofe  this  City  for  the  Theatre  of  his  Knavery  ;  and. 
here  he  acquired  that  Fame  which  reach'd  from 
Pole  to  Pole,  and  v/as  the  more  pernicious  to  us, 
the  more  it  was  taken  notice  of. 

Since  my  Arrival  here,  I  have  been  told  fome 
very  particular  Stories  of  this  Sabbathai  Sevi :  He 
was  born  at  Smyrna^  and  his  Father  was  one  Mar- 

4ocj2ai^ 
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dochaiy  a  fickly  Man,  always  afflicted  with  Difleni- 
pers  ;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  the  Son  was  vi- 
gorous and  well  fliapM,  with  a  grim  Look,  curl'd 
Hair,  and  his  VVhiikers  turn'd  up.  He  led  a  very 
auftere  Life,  and  w^as  a  rigid  Obferver  of  the  Law  of 
Moft's,  with  which  he  was  perfectly  acquainted,  as 
alfo  with  the  Secrets  of  the  T^hrmd.  He  might  be 
about  forty  Years  of  Age,  when  he  thought  fit  to 
give  out  that  he  was  the  McJJlah.  His  Retinue  con- 
fiftcd  of  five  or  fix  Rabbies,  who  went  for  his  Difci- 
ples  ;  of  thefe  Nathan  Bcnja7n'm  was  one  of  the  moft 
confiderable,  and  held  nioit  in  Eftecm.  This  Jew 
had  the  CharatSler  of  a  Man  of  very  great  Wjldcni 
and  Virtue,  and  was  efpccially  remarkable  for  liis 
great  Humility. 

The  Impoilor  Sahhaihal  Scvi,  had  foon  a  vafl: 
Number  of  Adherents  and  Followers,  who,  upon  his 
Word,  bclicv'd  that  he  was  really  that  illuftrinus 
ProtetSlor,  who  is  to  deliver  our  Nation  from  Cap- 
tivity. Mankind  being  always  ready  to  adhere 
fblindly  to  what  they  like,  and  to  embrace  their  firft 
Ideas,  moft  of  the  yavs  that  were  difperfed  through 
the  four  Parts  of  the  World,  put  themlclves  in  Mo- 
tion, and  prepared  to  lift  under  the  Banner  of  a 
Traitor  who  was  a  Scandal  to  our  Religion.  In 
Fcrfm^  towards  Sufa^  there  w^re  .above  eight  thou- 
fand  Jews  already  afiembled  ;  and  there  were  near 
a  hundred  thoufand  in  Barhary^  and  the  Deferts  of 
Tafilet^  that  refolv'd  to  own  him  for  their  King  and 
their  Prophet.  Thofe  who  liv'd  in  the  remotefl 
Countries,  were  infe£led  to  the  fame  Degree  with 
the  Contagion  and  Phrenzy.  Many  Jews^  who  were 
difperfed  in  the  North,  and  in  Holland^  fold  their 
Houfes  to  go  to  the  Levant^  and  to  live  under  the 
Empire  of  this  new  Sovereign.  The  Nazarenesy 
who  always  fpeak  from  Ill-will,  fay,  tJiat  the  Jeivs 
of  Amjlerdam  had  a6tually  drawn  up  a  Petition  to 

be 
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be  prcfented  to  Sahbathai  Sevl^  dcfiring  that  they 
might  have  the  fole  Licence  of  advancing  Money  to 
yerufalem  upon  Pledges.  'Tis  certain  that  the 
Portuguefe  Refugee  Jezvs,  had  feveral  Meetings  to 
take  proper  Meafures  for  the  Ratification  of  their 
alitient  Titles  ;  and  they  had  re-folv'd  to  depute  one 
of  their  Body  to  S??iyrna^  to  delire  the  New  Deli- 
verer to  permit  them  to  join  the  Title  of  Don  to 
their  Names,  as  they  did  formerly  in  Portugal^  and 
that  they  might  be  ftil'd  in  "Judcea  Don  Mofcs^  Dofi 
Jacobs  ^V.  They  w^ere  alfo  for  remonftrating, 
that  in  juftice  they  ought  to  have  a  di(l:inguifh*d 
Rank  and  a  feparate  Place  in  the  Temple,  being 
not  ufed  to  go  to  the  Synagogues  of  the  German 
ycws^  who  were  but  miferable  Smaus.  But  the 
thing  which  they  had  moft  at  Heart  was,  to  obtain 
feme  honourable  Titles  for  their  chief  Men,  for 
which  they  ofFer'd  to  pay  very  handfomely,  and  to 
give  as  much  as  they  do  now  the  Nazarene  Princes 
that  want  Money. 

Mean  time.  Heaven,  in  pity  to  the  Miftake  of 
our  Nation,  was  refolv'd  to  ftrip  ofF  the  Mafk,  and 
expofe  the  Cheat;  Sahbathai  Sevi  gave  Notice  to 
the  Jews  at  Sjnyrna^  that  he  was  going  to  Conftan- 
tlncple  to  tell  the  Grand  Signior  that  he  muft  reftore 
the  Temple  at  Jerufakm.  He  embark'd  accord- 
ingly in  a  Turkijh  Saique,  and  there  were  People  fo 
infatuated  as  to  believe,  that  the  Veffel  vanifh'd  as 
foon  as  Sabbathai  Sevi  went  on  board.  But  fo  far 
was  this  falfe  Prophet  from  having  the  Command  of 
all  the  Elements,  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  Power 
over  the  V/inds,  which  were  always  againft  him ; 
fo  that  it  was  near  fix  Weeks  before  he  got  as  far  as 
the  Dardanelles^  where  he  was  arrefted  by  Order  of 
the  Grand  Vizier,  who  having  heard  of  Sabbathai 
SevVs  Impoftures,  thought  it  his  Duty  to  examine 
him.  The  Man  was  clapp'd  up  in  one  of  the  Eu- 
ropean 
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ropean  Caftles ;  and  the  Vizier  being  obliged  to  go 
upon  an  Expedition  to  Candia^  the  Seducer  of  our 
Nation  was  left  in  Prifon.  Several  Jcivs^  who  wero 
ftill  perfuaded  that  he  was  \\\^  MeJJlah ^  flock'd  from 
all  Parts  to  fee  him  ;  fo  that  his  Keepers  grew  rich 
by  the  Contributions  they  extorted  from  his  V'^ifiters, 
'The  Fame  of  this  Impoftor  fpread  fo  much  at  laft, 
that  the  Grand  Signior  order'd  him  to  be  carried  to 
Ccnftantinople^  where  having  fent  for  him  to  the 
Seraglio,  I  will  now  know^  faid  that  Prince  to  him, 
whether  thou  art  the  MeiTiah  or  not.  Choofe  either  to 
he  hound  to  a  Poji^  and  to  be  ?nade  a  Butt  for  my  Crojs- 
how-men^  or  to  turn  Turk.  The  miferable  Sabba- 
thai  Sevi  did  not  hefitate  to  fave  his  Life  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  his  Religion.  He  put  on  the  Turban,  and 
the  Grand  Si2:nior  save  him  both  his  Life  and  Li- 
berty,  to  mortify  our  Nation,  which  was  for  a  long 
time  the  Laughing-ftock  of  the  Ottoman  Empire, 
and  of  the  whole  Univerfe.  Let  us  never  be  too 
ready  to  give  Credit  to  Reports ;  for  when  the  Time 
of  our  Deliverance  is  come,  the  Miracles  will  be  fo 
evident,  that  all  the  World  will  be  convinc'd  of 
their  Reality. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Monceca,  and  preferve  thy 
Health, 


LETTER 
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LETTER     LIV. 

Aa  RON  MoNCEC  A,  ^z/ Paris,  /^  Isaac 
On  IS,  ^  Cnraite^  at  Smyrna,  formerly  a 
Jiabbii  at  Conftantinople. 


VrEflercIay  I  was  an  Eye-witnefs  of  a  great  Nui 
of  Nazarene  Ceremonies,  that  I  had  never 


imber 
been 

•prefent  at  before.  The  Chevalier  dc  Maifen^  to 
whom  I  have  frcfh  Obligations  every  Day,  defired 
me  to  go  with  him  to  one  of  his  Relations  that  had 
been  Tick  for  fome  time  paft,  and  was  at  the  Point 
of  Death,  infomuch  that  the  Pliyficians  faid  he 
cou'd  not  poflibly  live  above  twenty-four  Hours  at" 
moft:  And  in  France  'tis  the  Cuftom,  and  a  Deco- 
rum required  by  the  neareft  of  kin,  to  meet  at  the 
dying  Perfon's  Chamber,  to  afTift  him  to  go  out  of 
■this  World  with  lefs  Pain,  and  to  give  him  the  ne- 
ceffary  PafTports  and  Affiftance  for  his  Journey  to 
the  next. 

An  Enquiry  only  Into  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Naza- 
r<?«^-r  while  they  are  on  their  fick  Beds,  wou'd  fur- 
nifh  Matter  for  a  whole  Volume  of  Reflections. 
As  foon  as  a  Man  is  down  in  a  Fever,  or  any  Dif- 
order  that  endangers  his  Life,  his  Heir,  who,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  longs  for  the  happy  Moment  to 
fee  him  expire,  aflumes,  notwithftanding  all  his 
fecret  Joy,  a  fad  and  melancholy  Countenance  :  So 
forrowful  does  he  look,  that  one  would  hardly  be- 
lieve he  would  furvive  the  fick  Man,  who,  be- 
ing now  deliver'd  over  to  a  Phyfician,  Galen's 
Difciple  takes  him  by  the  Hand,  gravely  feels  his 
Pulfe,  coughs  and  fpits  before  he  utters  a  Word, 

and 
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and  after  that  Prelude,  he  tells  the  Name  of  th« 
Diftcmper  in  Greek  ;  and  as  Hippocrates  fiiJ,  tha^ 
Life  is  flyoT't^  Expedience  dangerous^  and  Learn'iKg 
dijficidt  to  acquire  *,  fo  the  modern  Dotflor  requ'ix^s 
a  Cjnfultation  of  three  PhyTicians,  in  order  to  know 
the  Name  and  Se.it  of  the  Difeafe  v/ith  Certainty. 
Mean  time,  in  order  to  ailift,  fiipport,  and  prepare 
Nature,  he  prefcribcs  feme  anodyne  and  deterfivc 
Clyfters  to  cleanfe,  wafh,  and  comfort  the  Bowels, 
and  to  diminifh,  abate,  ar  1  difiipat'!  the  Vapours  of 
tlie  Brain.  Then  the  Apothecar};'is  fent  for,  wha 
attends  with  his  Apprentice,  r.nd  a^oy  to  carry  the 
Clyfter-pipe,  for  it  is  not  here  as  it  is  at  CovJ}orit:- 
ncple^  where  the  fame  Doclor  prefcribes,  prepares, 
and  adminifters  the  Remedies.  In  Francs  every 
Agent  of  Hippocrates  has  his  regular  Di{hi<5t  i  thr 
Pli'fician's  Buhncfs  is  to  order  ;  the  Prerogative  of 
the  Apothecary  is  to  purge  upv/ard  and  downward  ; 
2nd  the  Veins,  Bones,  and  Mufcles  arc  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  the  Surgeons.  Were  a  fick  Min  to  die  a 
hundred  Deaths,  not  one  of  *em  mufl:  meddle  in 
what  does  not  belong  to  his  Fun6lion.  APhyficiain 
efpecially  would  be  in  Dilgrace  if  he  floop'd  to  the 
fubaltern  Offices  of  the  Apothecary  ;  and  it  were 
enough  to  ruin  his  Reputation  for  ever,  if  he  did 
but  happen  to  lay  his  Finger  on  a  Clyfter-pipe,  the' 
by  Miilake.  There  v/as  a  time  too  when  the  Apo- 
thecaries would  fain  h;  ve  been  exempted  from  givin;*; 
Ciyllers  themfelves,  and  c.iusM  thofe  Operations  to 
be  perform'd  by  their  Apprcnliccs,  but  the  Pi-iy- 
ficians  were  fcandalized  at  the  g-and  Airs  they  ga».  c 
themfelves  ;  they  imagined  the  Apothecaries  had  a!i 
Ambition  to  rife  above  their  Degree,  and  incroach 
upon  the  Privileges  of  the  Phyfician,  and  therefore 

*   Fita  brcvls^    ExpcrhmyJu:n   periculofiv?^    fudicjuwt 

iificile.     'Tis  the  firll  of  the  Aphorifms  of  Hippocrates. 
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^^ot  an  A 61:  of  the  Faculty  pafs'd,  that  they  Jhoii'd 
prepare  and  apply  the  Clyjiers  zv'ith  their  oiv?i  Hand^ 
without  having  any  help  in  that  Operation  by  their  Ap- 
p- entices^  vsho  J})Quld  only  be  Standers-by  '*. 

A  Nazarene  who  is  fick  is  oblig'd  to  fubmit  to 
the  whole  Ceremonial  fettled  between  Efcidapius^ 
Children.  He  m-uft  refolve  with  himfelf  to  die  by 
'Rule. 

When  the.  Phyficians  who  are  call'd  to  confult 
about  the  Origin  and  Caufe  of  a  Diftemper  have 
declared  their  Oninion,  he  who  has  the  chief  Care 
of  refloring  the'i^atient  to  Health,  thanks  his  Bre- 
thren who  are  amply  paid  for  their  Advice.  He 
then  remains  fole  Mafter  of  the  Field  of  Battle  ^ 
lie  dire6ls,  he  commands,  and  a£l:s  fovereignly,  till 
the  Nazarene's  Diftemper  has  brought  him  to  the 

*  The  Phyficians  at  Paris,  after  a  long  Debate,  ob- 
tained an  Arret  forbidding  the  Apothecaries  to  preicribe 
to  the  Sick,  and  enjoining  them  to  carry  their  Remedies 
themfelves :  Renard  has  banter'd  this  Difpute  between 
the  Phyficians  and  the' Apothecaries  in  his  Comedy  of 
the  Legatee,  uiierein  he  makes  M.  Clijioret  fay, 

Jh  -voidolent  obliger  tons  nas  Jlpoticatres, 

A  fair  e,  13  mettre  en  Place  eux-memes  leurs  Clijleres  p 

Et  que  tons  nos  G arsons  ne  fuffent  qu'  ajjljiaiis. 

Ma  foi  I  ces  Medecins  font  de  tnlaines  Gens  ! 

II  7n  auroit  fait  beau  njoir,  a<veque  des  Lunettes, 

FairCf  enjeune  Aprentif,  ces  FonSiions  fecretes  ! 

Which  may  be  thus  EngUjh'd ; 

They  would  fain  oblige  all  our  Apothecaries  not  only 
to  make  their  Clyflers,  but  to  apply  them  ;  and  that  all 
Apprentices  Ihould  only  be  Spectators.  Verily,  thefe 
Phyficians  ai'e  forry  Men.  It  wou'd  be  a  fine  Sight 
indeed  to  fee  me  poring  with  my  Spedaclts  on  my  Nofe, 
w  perform  thofe  fecret  Furn^ions,  hke  a  Prentice-boy. 

Brink 
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Brink  of  the  Grave.  He  then  fhares  his  Authority 
with  the  fpiritual  Director  and  Confeffor.  Thcfe 
Phyftcians  of  the  Soul  obferve  even  more  FormaHties 
than  thole  of  the  Body.  As  foon  as  they  are  call'd, 
they  demand  of  the  fick  Perfons  to  make  a  fmcere 
ConfefTion  of  all  the  Actions  of  their  Lives  ;  when 
they  think  that  a  SohI  has  been  ftain'd  by  any,  they 
cleanfe  it  and  purify  it  by  magic  Words,  which 
they  mutter  in  the  Ear  of  the  Patient,  and  add  fe- 
veral  ftrange  Geftures  and  Grimaces.  After  this, 
they  afk  the  fick  Perfons  if  they  are  inclined  to 
give  any  pious  Legacy  to  the  Saints,  and  to  the 
Priefts  who  ferve  at  their  Altars,  in  order  to  infure 
their  Protection  in  the  Journey  they  arc  going  to 
enter  upon.  There  are  few  Nazarcnes  but  what 
leave  fomething  in  their  Wills  to  feaft  the  Monks  of 
their  -Quarter,  for  they  wou'd  really  believe  tlicv 
fhou'd  be  damn'd  if  fome  religious  Societv  or  othcr 
did  not  mutter  fome  Antliem  after  their  Death,  and 
tune  fome  Verfe  in  favour  of  their  Souls. 

W~hen  the  Confeflbr  has  made  Providon  for  the 
Support  and  Nourifliment  of  the  fpiritual  Paftorb, 
he  takes  care  of  the  Patient's  Family  and  Rela- 
tions, caufes  fome  Legacy  to  be  left  them,  morr 
or  Icfs  according  as  he  takes  a  Fancy  to  dicni  ;  for 
the  Power  whicli  a  Director  has  over  a  Na%ari^r:t 
on  his  Death-bed  is  exorbitant.  The  Patient  thinks 
every  thing  well  done,  provided  it  be  by  Order 
of  his  Confeflbr,  whom  he  looks  upon  as  his  Guar* 
dian  Angel  going  to  lead  him  by  the  Fland  into 
the  Heavenly  Manfions.  At  lail:  v/hen  he  has  but  a 
JMcment  longer  to  live,  a  Ceremony  Is  perform 'd 
for  him  at  parting,  of  which  Icou'd  never  gucfs  the 
Reafon.  A  Prielt  drefs'd  in  a  white  Linnen  Sur- 
plice, and  a  piece  of  Stiiil"  about  his  Neck  three 
Jjijchi^o  wide,  wliich  lulh  dowii  tg  his  Kiiecs,  brjji  ;s 
F  2  a  Httis 
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a  little  Urn  of  Silver  in  v/hich  there's  a  very  gluti- 
nous Oil,  wherewith  he  rubs  the  Tick  Man's  Limbs. 
After  this  Ceremony,  he  rehearfes  fome  Prayer  in 
Latin^  which  the  fick  Perfon  often  does  not  under- 
il:and  one  Word  of,  and  orders  the  Soul  to  depart 
the  Body  in  peace  and  cpiiet.  This  done,  all  the 
Company  retire  in  Tears,  and  no  body  is  left  v/ith 
the  Nazarene  but  tlie  Priell,  who  receives  his  laft 
Sign,  and  continues  with  him  while  he  expires,  re- 
peating fome  Latin  Prayers  in  Honour  of  the  dying 
Perfon's  Patron,  whom  he  forewarns  to  be  ready  to 
receive  the  Soul  as  foon  as  it  is  fled,  and  difingaged 
from  the  Shackles  of  the  Body, 

If  I  did  not  know  that  the  Nazarenes  believe  the 
Soul  to  be  fpiritual,  I  fhou'd  imagine  they  made 
life  of  this  Oil  to  make  it  eafier  for  the  fubtle  Matter 
to  detach  it  felf,  and  to  evaporate  thro*  the  Pores 
which  fuch  anointing  wou'd  open.  But  the  Naza- 
re7ies  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Soul  is  meerly  a  Spirit 
treath'd  into  Man  by  the  Divinity.  Therefore  it  is 
impoiTible  for  me  to  penetrate  into  the  Reafon  of 
this  Cuftom,  and  indeed  they  have  fo  many  that  'tis 
difficult  to  know  the  Caufe  and  Source  of  them  all. 
I  think  alwavs  that  I  am  thoroughly  acquainted  vi^ith 
their  Manners,  and  yet  I  every  now  and  then  dif- 
cover  feveral  things  among  them,  which  I  was  igno- 
rant of  before. 

I  was  pafiing  by  a  Church  of  the  Monks  one 
Evenins;  about  nine  o'Clock,  and  feeing  a  great 
many  Women  com.e  out  of  it,  I  had  the  Curiofity 
to  know  what  thev  had  been  doing  there  ;  and  for 
that  purpofe  I  apply 'd  to  a  Nazarene  of  my  Ac- 
quaintance who  was  then  with  me.      '   Thefe  Wo- 

*  men,  fatd  he,    are  juft  come  from  their  RetreaU 
'  Wl,at  do  you  mtzn^  faid  I^  by  coming  from  their 

*  R^streat  f  Why,  /aid  he^  there  are  certain  Con- 

'  vents 
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*  vents  of  Monks  who  every  Year  give  the  Wo- 

*  men,  of  whom  they  are  their  fp hit luil  Directors, 

*  a   fort  of  Refpite   from  worldly  Occupations  for 
^  fifteen  or  fixteen  Days  together.     They  meet  fe- 

*  vcral   times   a   day  to  hear    the   Exhortations  of 

*  tiic   Director  then  in  vogue,  who  is  commonlv 

*  the  Chief  or  Head  of  thofe  pious  Societies  whiciy 

*  the  Monks  call  Congregations.      Of  thefe  there  arc 
•^  fcveral  Sorts,   and  for  People  of  all  the  different 

*  Clallcs.     By  this  means  the  Monks  acquire  great 
*-  Credit,  all  the  Afiemblies  being  entirely  devoted 

*  to  the  Orders  by  which  they  are  conda6led   and 

*  directed. ^  I  faid  to  the  Naxarene^  '  That  I  thought 

*  this  was  a  good  Cuftom,  becaufe  the  Reflections 

*  which  may  be  made  during  fuch  a  Retreat  for 

*  fifteen  Days,  when  the  Mind  is  not  diftradtcd  by 

*  difturbing  Ideas,  may  be  ufeful,  and  tend  to  the 

*  Reformation  of  Manners.  You  are  not  well  ac- 
'  quainted,  faid  he ^  with  the  Nature  of  thofe  A(- 

*  femblies  ;  they  are  really  Parties  of  Pleafure,  and 
'  ferve  rather  to  animate  the  Defires,  than  to  fup- 
'  prefs  them.  A  Woman  in  thefe  external  Ap- 
'  pearanccs  of  Devotion  finds  an  Opportunity  of  in- 
^  creafmg  her  AfTignations,  and  ihe  who  never 
'  ufed  to  fee  her  Lover  till  after  Dinner,  fees  hin^ 
^  every  time  fhe  goes  to  \hz  Congregation.  They 
'  who  have  not  their  full  Liberty  at  home,  are. 
'  fure  efpecially  to  take  the  Opportunity  when  their. 
'  Kufbands  can't  fufpe<Sf  them  ;  and  I'll  warrant 
'  you  that  half  of  the  Women  that  vou  faw  go  out 
^  of  the  Church  juft  now,  have  already  forgot  ail 
^  the  Exhortations  they  heard  tliis  lL).\y.  What  I 
^  tell  you   (continued  the  Nazarene)  is  moft  ftric>ly 

'  true,  and  fuch  very  frequent  AfTcmblies  for  De- 
'  votion  are  dreadful  Rocks  on  v/hich  the  Virtue  of 
'  the  Fair  Sex  is  in  evident  Danger  of  Splittine. 

F  3  ^'TV 
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'  'Tis  a  Cullom  with  us  to  fend  Miffions  to  ail 
the  Towns,  to  endeavour  to  reform  the  People, 
and  incline  them  to  Virtue.  A  certain  Bifho{> 
who  comphin'd  fadly  of  the  Women  and  Girls  of 
his  Diocefe,  and  who  preach'd  and  took  a  world 
of  fruitlefs  Pains  to  reftrain  their  Gallantries,  re- 
folv'd  to  have  rccourfe  to  more  effedlual  Reme- 
dies. He  fent  for  four  of  the  moft  eminent  Mif- 
fionarles,  whofe  Exhortations  had  immediately  a 
furprizing  Effect :  By  four  o'Clock  in  the  Morn- 
ing the  Churches  were  full  of  People,  who  all 
promis'd  to  lead  better  Lives  than  they  had  done 
before  :  And  one  v/ou'd  have  thought  that  the 
Diocefans  of  this  Bifnop  were  become  Niiie^ 
vites^  to  whom  another  "Jonah  was  preaching 
Repentance.  The  Women  and  Girls  were  above 
all  very  aiiiduous  at  the  feveral  Aflemblies  which 
were  iield  by  Night ;  and  at  Day-break  the 
Citizens  Wives,  the  Country  Women,  and  the 
Ladies  of  Qiialitv  ftrove  who  {hou'd  be  there  firft. 
At  length  the  Million  being  ended,  the  pious 
Pielate  thought  that  his  Flock  was  fanftify'd  for 
ever  hereafter.  At  the  Departure  of  the  Miffiona- 
ries,  the  whole  Town  was  in  Tears,  and  the 
young  Women  efpecially  feem'd  to  be  moft 
griev'd,  which  fo  affected  the  Pi'eachers  that  they 
promis'd  to  return  again  next  Year.  But  the 
Eifhop  was  far  from  recalling  them  ;  for  at  the 
end  of  that  Year  the  Hofpital  had  Eight  hundred 
Foundlings  more  to  take  care  of  than  before. 
The  Miffion  was  the  real  Occafion  of  this  Multi- 
plication, for  the  Fair  Sex  v/ere  not  negligent  of 
the  Liberty  of  going  cut  at  Night  and  Morning. 
Their  Gallants  were  not  taken  notice  of  at  a  Time 
Vvdiich  was  fi'ppofed  to  be  devoted  to  Repentance ; 
andLove,  which  never  lofcs  its  Prerogatives, defeated 
all  the  Exhortations  of  the  good  MiHionaries,  who 

probably 
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*  probably  made  aTrip  to  fome  other  Town  to  ferve 
'  the  State  as  efFe^luallv,  and  to  repair  the  Preju- 
«  dice  occafion'd  by  the  Celibacy  of  the  Priefts. ' 

I  thought  what  the  Nazare?ic  had  told  me  vvai 
pleafant  enough,  but  I  was  uneafv  to  fee  how  Men 
abufe  the  beft  and  moft  ufeful  Things,  to  favour 
their  Crimes.  Tlie  French  are  not  tiie  onlv  People 
who  make  Religion  ferve  as  a  Cloak  for  A-itioiii? 
that  are  the  moil  contrary  to  Piety.  Ail  Nations 
and  People,  be  their  P'aith  wluu  it  will,  make  liie 
moft  facreJ  Cuftoms  and  th.e  beft  eftablifh'd  Ufagcs 
fubfervient  to  the  Depravation  of  their  rvlanneib-. 
The  Women  in  Turky  only  define  leave  to  go  to  the 
Mofques  for  the  fake  of  feeing  their  Lovers  there  ;, 
and  there  are  many  Turks  that  build  a  Chappel  for 
them  in  their  Seraglio.  There  are  fome  too,  who, 
to  (horten  all  Ceremonies,  make  them  beHeve  that 
their  Souls  are  mortal,  and  difpenfe  with  them  from 
praying  to  God. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Ifaac^  and  live  content  and 
happy. 


LETTER     LV. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,    at   Paris,    U 
Jacob  Brito,  ^^  Venice. 


T  Know  not,  dear  Brito^  whether  the 
•*-   Corfiia  is  fo  much   talkM  of  at  Veii'tc 


News  from 
rjiia  IS  10  much  talk'd  ot  at  Venice  as  it  is  at 
Paris  ;  but  what  they  give  out  here  upon  that 
Head  is  very  furprizing  and  hardly  credible,  if  we 
had  not  evident  Ailurances  of  it.  Is  there  any 
thing,  in  fhort,  fo  extraordinary  as  to  fee  a  Stran- 
ger come  to  an  Ifiand  from  the  Coafts  of  Jfrka^ 
^   4  *'ind 
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and  be  own'd  as  Sovereign  by  a  People,  and  adu- 
ally  receiv'd  as  their  Deliverer,   and  this  too  in  the 
Face  of  all  Europe,  but  forty  or  fifty  Leagues  from 
France  and   Italy,  and   no  Power  fetm   to  be  con- 
ccrn'd  in  it  but  the  unhappy  Gencefe,  v/ho  are  in  a; 
very  perplex'd  Situation.      Were  one  to  run   over 
all  the  Jmadis,  I  don't  think  there  is   any  Adven- 
ture io  romantic.     I  no   longer  wonder  that  Son^ 
cho  Pancha  had  fuch  firm  Hopes  of  his  being  King 
of  an   Ifland.     I  perceive  the    thing  was  not  im- 
pcfiibie,  provided  his  Mailer  *  cou'd  have  given  him 
Vv'herewithal   to  buy  Three  thoufand  pair  of  Shoes, 
Four  thoufsnd  Muikets,  and  Six  Brafs  Guns ;  for 
that's  the  P;  efent  which  the  new  King  of  Corfica 
has  made  to  his  People.     He  arriv'd  at  his   nev^? 
Government  onboard   a  Ship  of  Force,  which,  as 
fhey  fav,  carried  Englljh  Colours.     He  was  drefsM 
ui  a  fantaftical  manner,  his  Habit  being  a  Medley, 
of  the  various   Modes  of  all  Nations.     His  Robe 
was  Turkijh,    the  Sword   by  his  Side  was    SpaniJJ}^ 
his  Peruke  was  Erigl'ifo,  his  great  Hat  German,  .and 
l:is   Cane  v/as   of  the  Halbert    Fafliion,  like  thofe 
xjfed  by  the    Fre-nch  Bcaus.     He  mufl   have   fome 
Reafon  for  fo  whimfiCal  a  Medley.     Perhaps  he  in- 
tends  by  his  Drefs  to  denote  all  the  Dignities  with 
■uhich  he  is  inverted  ;   for  he  afiumes  the  Titles  of 
a  Grandee  of  Spam,  a  Lord  of  England,  a  Peer  of 
France,  Baron  of  the  Holy  Empire,  and  a  Prince  of 
the    Reman   Throne.       His    Sword   a   la   mode   de 
St  am  fnpplies  the  Place   of   the   Golden   Fleece  ;  his 
Englljh  Peruke  that  of  the  Garter;  his  Halbert-Cane 
that  of  the  Blue  String ;  his  great  German  fafhion'd 
Plat  denotes  the  Quality  of  Baron  of  the  Holy  Em- 
pire ;  and  his  great   fcarlet  Robe  fignifies  the  Di- 
minutive of  a  Cardinal,  or   if  you  pleafe  a  Roman 
Prince. 

*  Don  ^uixolff 
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Notwithftanding  the  Banters  of  the  Public  upon 
Baron  Theodore  I,  the  new  made  King  of  Corjica^ 
he  has  fincc  his  Arrival  in  that  Country  reduced  the 
Genoefe  to  a  very  dangerous  State.  He  has  taken 
the  advantageous  Poft  of  Porto  Vecchio^  and  the 
Town  of  Sarfena^  in  which  he  found  a  great  quan- 
tity of  Ammunition  ;  and  if  he  goes  on  at  this 
rate,  he  will  foon  be  in  a  Condition  to  lay  Siege 
to  Bafl'ia^  and  to  take  the  Capital  of  the  Ifland 
from  his  Enemies.  What  is  moi]:  furprizing  in  all 
the  Ailions  and  Proceedings  of  King  Hieodore  is, 
that  he  is  in  no  want  of  Money.  Bv^fore  he  came 
to  Corfica^ 

La  Nature  mardtre^  en  ces  nfreux  CA'iTnais^ 
Produifo'it^  au  lieu  d'Or^  du  Per  ^  dcs  Scldats  *, 

Step-Dame  Nature  in  tliefe  hideous  Climates, 
Inftead  of  Gold,  Soldiers  producM  and  Iron. 

Whereas  now,  there's  not  a  Mountaineer  in  Coj-- 
fica  but  can  fhew  a  Piece  of  Gold.  The  Cuius 
that  are  moft  current  in  this  Ifland  are  Sequins^ 
Murlitons  and  Portumefe  Pieces.  The  Wizard  bv 
whom  this  adventurous  Knight-Errant  is  protect- 
ed, does  not  let  him  want  for  Money,  and  rakes 
fpecial  Care  of  tlie  Affairs  of  this  new  Monarch. 
AH  Europe  is  really  as  much  perpicxM  to  knov/ 
who  this  notable  Magician  can  be,  as  it  was  at 
frrft  to  know  the  true  Origin  of  Lord  Theodore. 
Some  faid  that  it  was  Prince  Ragolfki^  others  the 
Duke  de  Ripperda^  and  their  Reafon  for  tiiinking 
fo,  was  the  Report  that  the  Lord  ^lljeodore  heard 
three  Maffes  a  Day.  This  is  a  Circumftancev/hich 
I.  tliink  might  comport  with  the  Bigotry  of  ^^- 
gotjki^  but  it  was  ridiculous  to  imagine  that  the 
Duke  de  Ripperda  cou'd  turn  a  {launch  Nazarer.t- 

*  Cj: (billon  in  Rhadamijlifs  ^itid  Ztadla.. 

-b'  5  art 
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at  Morocco.  If  that  were  true,  1  wou'd  advife  the 
French  to  fend  moft  of  their  Phyficians  and  Sorhonne 
Doftors  to  take  a  Turn  there. 

The  Name,  Rank,  and  Quality  of  the  new 
King,  are  indeed  now  no  longer  a  Secret,  all  the 
World  being  agreed  that  he  is  the  Baron  de  Ncu- 
hcjf^  born  in  the  County  of  la  Mcrk^  and  a  Subje6^ 
ot  the  King  of  Fruj}ia\  but  the  Public  is  ftill  at  a 
Lcfs  to  difcover  who  is  that  powerful  Magician  that 
fo  handfomly  rev/ards  a  Knight-Errant,  and  that 
without  putting  him  to  the  lead  Expence.  But 
what  v/ould  be  the  wft  of  fuch  Reile-ilions  as  1 
might  be  capable  of  making  on  fo  myfterious  a 
Subie6l  ;.  Time  will  difcover  the  Secret,  and  no- 
tS5!rig  but  Time  can  unravel  fo  extraordinary  an 
Adventure,  which  the  more  we  examine  we  are 
the  more  furpriz'd  at  a  thoufand  Incidents  that  ren- 
der it  the  more  marvellous  and  romantic.  This 
Baron  de  Nenho^y  now  King  of  Corfica^  was  a 
Year  ago  a  Slave  at  JIgier  ;  which  is  a  Circum- 
Ihnce  of  his  Life  that  he  himfelf  acquaints  the  Pub- 
lic with,  by  a  Letter  that  he  wrote  in  the  German. 
Tongue  to  one  of  his  Relations  fmce  his  Arrival  in 
.his  new  Dominions.  Yoii  have  not  heardy  faid  he 
to  him,  of  the  ATisfortime  I  had  to  be  taken  at  Sea 
iaji  Tear,  and  carry' d  to  Algier  as  a  Slave  ;  from 
7vhich  hoivevery  tho^  vjith  very  confiderahle  Lofs,  I 
have  found  means  to  deliver  myfelf;  but  I  mujl  defer 
till  another  Opportunity  to  acquaint  you  of  what  I  have 
fmce  by  the  Divine  Favour  acquired. 

Don't  you  think  it  pleafant,  dear  Brita,  to  hear 
the  Slave  of  an  J/gerine  decline  the  owning  jiis 
Obligations  for  his  Grandeur  to  any  thing  but 
the  Divine  Favour;  and  that  the  Man  who  but  a 
Tear  ago  ran  the  rifk  of  being  baftinaded  for  the 
leaft  Fault,  fhouM  now  fay  with  an  Emphafis,  The- 
sdorc  L   by  the  Grace  of  God^  Kirig  <?/'  Corfica  and 

Baftia^. 
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Baftia,  to  the   Officers  of  our  Councils  and  Courts  of 
Juftice,  to  our  Senators^  Proveditors^  Bailiffs^  Stew 
ards^    &c.   Greeting,       Thefe     are    the    Frolics  of 
blind  Fortune  which  delights  to   raife  a  Man  from, 
nothing  to  the  moil:  dlft-inguifh'd  Honours ;  and  we. 
often  fee  a  Man  p refer r'd   from   the  Dregs  of   the 
People  to  great  Employments.     'Tis  true  there  are 
few  Examples  of  fo  great  and  fudden  a  Rife  as  Lord 
Theodore's  ;  yet    if  we  go  ^o  far  back  as  the   firit 
Origin    of  Kingly  Pov/er,  we  fliall    find    that  the 
Men  who  were   defign'd   and   elcded  to  command 
their  Fellow  Creatures,    had   no  greater  or  more 
jufl  Prerogatives  over  the  People,  than  Theodore  has 
over  the  Corficmis,     l^he  Name  of  K\ng\\o\v^  to 
this  Day  have  been  unknown  in  the  Woild,   if  tiie 
common  Interefl:  of  Mankind  had  not  forc'd  them 
to  veil  the  chief  Power  and  Authority  in  a  fingle  Per- 
ion.     The  Corficans  made  dcfperate  by  the  Genoefc^ 
have  had   recourfe  to   a   private  Perfon  to  dellve; 
them  from  Tyranny.     If  he  reftores  them  to  Li- 
berty, and   frees  them  from  Slavery,  what  fignifics 
it  to  them  what  Condition  he  was  born  in? 

Un  Guerrier  genereux^  que  la  Vertu  cciironne,, 
Vauihicn  un  Roi  forme  par  le  fee  ours  des  Loix  : 
Le  premier  qui  le  fut  ?i'  cut  pour  lui  que  fa  voix  *, 
'  /.  e.  A  Generous  Warrior  crownM  with  Virtur^ 

*  is  as  good  as  a  King  form'd  by  tlie  Help  of  the. 

*  Laws  :  The  fird  Man  that  ever  was  a  King,,  vvas. 

*  only  fo  by  his  own  Voice, 

If  we  confiJer  the  Conduct  of  the  Corf.ans^  k 
does  not  feem  to  be  a  whit  more  ridiculous  j  they 
reward  their  Benefactor,  they  honour  their  Deli- 
verer ;  v/hy  ihould  it  be  deem'd  ci'irninal  in  thcnji. 
to  gay  homage  to  Virtue,  and   to  have  Gratitude  \ 

'^  Crehiilon  in  Semi:a?nis^ 

F  6  ^t;3 
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'Tis  my  opinion  they  aft  very  judicioufly,  and  that 
all  their  Proceedings  are  regulated  by  good  Senfe 
and  found  Policy.  Whatfoever  Credit  and  Autho- 
rity they  have  granted  to  their  new  Prince,  they 
iiave  neverchelefs  given  a  check  to  the  monarchical 
Aiithority  ;  and  their  Sovereign  can  lay  no  Tax  nor 
Irnpofl:  upon  them,  nor  publifh  any  new  Law-  v/ith— 
^vx  the  Approbation  of  his  Great  Council,  which 
eonfifts  of  Eighteen  Senators  that  reprefent  the  States 
ef  the  Kingdom.  Lord  Tljeodore  has  only  the 
^me  Prerogatives  as  Men  granted  to  the  lirft  Sove- 
idgns  *,  whom  they  ek6l:ed  ;  he  commands  the 
Armies,  and  does  Juftice  according  to  the  Laws 
and  Cuilcms  of  the  Country,  which  he  cannot, 
change  without  the  Confent  of  the  Nation.  In  fhort, 
lie  has  a  great  deal  of  Power  to  do  good,  but  not  the 
Icaft  Aaithority  to  do  harm. 

May  they  perifn,  dear  Brito^  v.dio  maintain  the 
pernicious  Maxim,  that  Ms?i  zvere  only  created  hlind^ 
ly  to  Jerve  a  fmgle  Perfon,  Nothing  but  Pride  can-, 
make  a  Sentiment  go  down  which  violates  all  Laws, 
overturns  the  World,  and  feems  to  attack  the  Deity 
himiclf.  The  Laws  were  made  before  Sovereigns,, 
who  therefore  are  bound  by  them  as  well  as  their 
Subjefts.  A  private  Perfon  who  is  wanting  in  Diity 
to  his  Country^  and  his  Prince,  is  a  difhonefl:  Man  5 
and  a  King  who  violates  the  Laws,  and  defpifes 
Juiiice,  is  unworthy  to  command. 

Tyranny  was  unknown  among  P\4en,  till  the 
Time  Vv'hen  the  Ambition  of  the  Courtiers  deify*d 
the  Vices  of  the  Sovereigns.  The  Crimes  of  bad 
Kings  fprung  from  thofe  of  their  Subje6ls ;  Flat- 
terers poifon'd  the  Majefty  of  the  Throne,  from 
whence  they  banilh'd  real  Grandeur  to  make  room 

*  Tho=u  fhaU  bs  our  Captain  in  War,,  and  thou  fhalt 
do  by  Jufike. 
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for    chimaerlcal  Honours,    founded   upon  the  Alif- 
fortunes  of  Mankind. 

Princes  ought  to  mind  nothing  but  the  good  of 
their  People  to  whom,  they  are  Fathers^,  or  at  leafV 
uipply  the  Place  of  fuch.  The  Patriarchs  to  whom 
they  fucceeded  were  crown'd  Kings  and  Fathers  of 
their  FamiHes  by  the  Hands  of  Nature,  tliey  go- 
vern'd  them  by  the  Laws  of  Nature;  and  that  wife 
Jurifprudence  continued  without  Interruption,  till 
Men  became  fo  wicked  as  to  have  need  of  written 
Laws,  and  of  a  King,  who,  tho'  he  had  as  much 
Power  as  the  Father  of  a  Family,,  had  Icfs 
Good-nature  and  Inclination  to  Pardon.  Therefore 
k  was  Wickednefs  that  introduc'd  Sovereigns.  If 
Men  had  always  been  juft,  they  would  always 
have  been  free,  and  wou'd  have  had  no  Neceflity 
either  for  Governors,  Judges,  or  Advocates.  But 
fmce  it  is  nccelTary  that  they  fhou'd  be  reftrain'd  by 
F'ear,  and  fmce  they  are  fuch  vile  Slaves  to  their 
PafTions  that  they  are  only  virtuous  from  the  Ap- 
prehenfion  of  Punifhment,  they  are  bound  for  their 
own  fakes  to  grant  that  Power  to  one  or  more, 
•which  they  might  have  lliared  in  the  general  among 
all.  But  he  whom  they  own  for  their  Sovereign 
is  oblig'd  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  the  Laws,  becaufe 
he  has  no  Power  but  what  is  by  virtue  of  thofe  very 
Laws  by  which  Men  arc  commanded  to  honour 
and  obey  thofe  who  are  trufted  with  the  Government 
of  them. 

When  a  Prince  violates  the  Rules  of  Juftice, 
%yhat  a  pernicious  Example  does  he  not  fet  to 
his  Subjedb?  Does  he  not  as  good  as  tell  them, 
^  That  Faith,  Oaths,  and  the  moft  facred  Cuftoms 
*  are  Ties  that  may  be  broke  with  Safety?  Follow 
*•  my  Example;  be  only  wife  and  juft  where  voul 
*■  cannot  be  criminid  with  Impunity.' 

Mean. 
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Mean  time  don't  imagine,  dear  Brito  that  1  have 
a  Thought  of  limiting  the  fovereign  Authority ;  I 
am  wilhng  that  Juftice  fhould  accompany  it,  in 
order  to  render  it  more  refpeded.  Is  not  Equity 
the  Principle  of  real  Grandeur?  and  where  there 
is  a  wife  and  good  King,,  who  is  the  Father  of  his 
People,  and  governs-  them.,  in.  Peace  and  Plenty, 
has  not  fuch  a  one  more  abfolute  Command  of  their 
Hearts  than  a  Tyrant  who  is  only  ferv.'d  out  of 
Fear  ? 

Perhaps  thou  wilt  afl<;  me,  to  what  degree  I  am  of 
Opinion  that  Subjc(£ls  ought  to  be  true  to  their  Kings?" 
1  anfwer,  'Tis  my  Opinion  that  it  is  in  no  Cafe  lav/- 
Jul  for  them  to  pafs  Sentence  upon  the  Man,  whom 
God  has  (et  over  them  for  their  Judge.  'Tis  for 
that  Almighty  Being  to  punifh  bad  Kings.  The 
Subjedls  ought  to  pray  to  the  Divinity  to  reform 
their  TranfgrelTions ;  but  content  with  lifting  up 
their  Hands  to  Heaven,  if  their  Prayers  are  noC 
heard,  they  cannot  rebel  againft  the  Lord's  Anointed 
without  enormous  Guilt. 

God  makes  ufe  of  wicked  Sovereigns  as  of  3 
Scourge  like  to  a  Peftilence  or  Famine.  Tyranta 
are  born  for  the  Punifliment  of  Mankind.  We 
mull  fubmit  to  the  Hand  of  the  Lord,  who  punifli* 
eth  or  rewardeth  us  according  as  we  deferve=  ^  Fw^is 
the  Divine  Wrath  that  made  the  Caligula's  and  the 
Nero^s  reign  in  Rome,  and  the  Excefles  to  which 
thofe  Monfters  pufn'd  things,  were  but  a  jufl  Pu- 
nifliment  of  tlie  Crim.es  of  the  Romans-. 

It  wou'd  be  altogether  as  criminal  an  Abfurdity 
to  argue  that  a  Man  may  r-ebel  againft  his  Prince, 
as  to  offer  to  excufe  the  ridiculous  Conduft  of  the 
Ghinefe  towards  their  Gods.  While  they  expciSt 
any  Good  frcin  them,  they  honour  and.  refpedl 
tliem;  but  when  they  don't  obtain  their  Defires, 
^ey  tre^t  them  with  the  utmoil  Contempt.     IVhat 
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thou  Dog  of  a  Spirit y  fay  they  to  him  fometlmcs, 
</(?  we  lodge  thee  in  a  very  frie  Temple^  do  we  main- 
tain thee  in  Clover^  while  thou  art  well  gilt ^  well  per- - 
furrCd^  and  doft  thou  refufe  us  the  Favours  -ivhich  ive- 
defire  of  thee?  Then  they  take  a  great  Whip  and 
lafh  the  Idol  for  ten  or  tvveh-e  Days  fucccffively.  If 
during  that  time  they  ohtain  their  Requeft,  they  make 
Several  Excufes  to  it;  JVhy^  fay  they,  Mr.  Spirit ^ 
%vere  you  fo  ohJ}inate\  'Tis  true  that  we  were  a  little- 
importunate.,  but  ivhen  all  is  faid  and  done.,  were  not 
you  in  the  Wrong  to  he  fo  hard-hearted  a  Deity?  TPl?y 
wou  dyou  fuhjeSt  your  fclf  to  he  beaten  for  the  Purpofe? 
However .^  ftnce  what  is  done  cari't  be  undone .,  let  us 
thisik  of'it  no  more\  you  Jhall  be  re-adoj-'d^  you  Jka^ 
he  perfumed  over  again.^  ayid  you  Jlmll  have  wherewith- 
<ill  to  make  excellent  Cheer ^  provided  you  forget  zvhat 
is  pajl*. 

A  Chinefe  who  had  one  of  the  moft  wilful  and 
whimiical  Idols,  Being  vcx'U  at  the  needlefs  Expcnce 
which  he  had  laid  out  a  long  time  upon  it,  and 
being  unwilling  to  be  the  Dupe  of  fo  ill-natur'd  a 
Deity,  he  profecuted  him,  and  fummon'd  him  be- 
fore the  fovereign  Council  of  Pekiii.  After  feve- 
ral  SeiHons  wherein  the  Bonzes  made  the  beft  De- 
fence that  they  could  for  the  Idol,  the  Idolater 
carry'd  his  Caufe.  Ttoe  Court  in  regard  to  the  Plea 
of  the  Chinefe,  and  in  fujiice  to  the  fame^  con- 
demned the  Idol  as  quite  ufelefs  in  the  Kingdom.^  t(r  per- 
petual BaniJJ'jment\  his  Temple  was  ra%'d  to  the 
Ground.^  and  the  Bon-zes  zvho  fervid  at  the  Altar  of 
the  Idol  were  fever ely  punijl)  d\  only  they  were  al- 
low''d  to  bring  their  Actions  before  other  Spirits  of  the 
Province  in  order  to  make  themfclves  Reparation  for 
the  Punifoment  which  they  had  received  for  the  fake  of 
this  f. 

*  Hiftor)'  o^CJ:ina,  tom.  ii.  p.  223.. 
'i:  Ibid.  p.  224. 
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As  ridiculous  and  impious  as  it  would  be  to  at- 
tempt to  juftify  A6lions  (o  extravagant,  it  would- 
be  altogether  as  criminal  to  argue  that  the  People 
may  of  their  own  accord  do  themfelves  Juflice  upon, 
thofe  to  whom  the  Almighty  has  remitted  the  fove-* 
reign  Power,  and  whom  he  has  rend  red  accountable'^  ' 
for  it  to  himfelf  alone. 

The  Laws  are  the  Judges  of  Men;  the  Kings 
are  the  Executioners  of  thofe  Lav/s;  and  God  is 
the  fole  A/Iafler  of  fovercign   Princes. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  BritOy  and  let  me  hear  from 
thee  oftener. 


From 


LETTER 
Jacob    Brito, 


LVL 


at    Venice, 
Aa  RON:  MoNCECA,  ^/ Paris. 


la 
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ENICE^  my  dt^LX  Monceca,  is  not  like  mofl 
of  the  Towns  of  Ttaly^  which  only  furnifh 
general  RePie6lions  upon  the  Manners  of  their  In^ 
habitants.  The  meaned  fort  of  People  at  Venice^ 
the  Wom.en,  the  Priefts,  the  Cliildren,  all  the  fe- 
veral  Clafles  in  this  Country  are  worthy  of  Notice. 
In  my  former  Letters  1  gave  thee  fome  Account  of 
the  Government  in  general  j  I  fhall  now  enter  into 
a  little  more  circumftantial  Detail  of  the  particular 
Cuftoms. 

The  Noblemen  when  they  appear  in  the  Streets^ 
are  always  drefs'd  in  a  Robe  ©f  black  Cloth,  which, 
in  the   Winter  Is  lined  with  a  grey  RufTet,  and  io:. 
the  Summer  with   Ermin.     Tho'  Fur  is  not  very 
ieafonable  in  Italy  in  the  Month  of  Anguft^  yet  were 
they  to  drop  down  with  the  Heat  they  muft  not 
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drtjfs  otherwife  ;  for  Majefty,  Grandeur,  and  Policy 
demanding  it,  they  have  nothing  more  to  do  than 
to  yield  Obedience.  Nor  is  it  in  this  Refped  only 
that  the  Venetian  Noblemen  are  Vidims  to  their 
Rank  ;  they  are  the  fame  almoft  in  every  Action  of 
their  Lives.  They  are  call'd  by  the  Title  of  Excel- 
lency,  and  the  vi^ay  of  faluting  them  is  to  kifs  their 
Sleeve.  The  Elbov/  of  this  Sleeve  is  like  a  large 
Sack,  and  commonly  fervcs  as  a  Wallet  to  the  J  e- 
netian  Nobles  when  ihey  go  to  the  Market  or  the 
Shambles  ;  fo  that  in  this  Sleeve,  which  is  the  Re- 
fidcnce  of  Venetian  Grandeur,  there  is  very  often  a 
Leg  of  Mutton  and  a  dozen  of  Artichokes.  This 
may  appear  ftrange  to  thee,  but  the  Nobles  go 
themfclvcs  to  buy  their  Provifions,  without  being 
attended  by  any  Domeftic,  and  without  being  fa- 
luted  by  any,  except  fuch  as  are  of  their  parti- 
cular Acquaintance.  They  pretend  to  Wit,  and 
to  be  excellent  Politicians,  but  this  is  no  more  than 
what  all  the  Venetiam  think  of  themftlves  ;  for  in 
this  Refped  the  very  Gondoliers,  who  are  no  more 
tlian  Watermen  or  Rowers,  will  not  truckle  an 
Inch  to  the  firft  Nobleman  ;  and  they  boaft  that 
no  Undertaking  is  too  difficult  for  them  to  fuc- 
ceed  in. 

'Tis  true,  that  a  Gondolier  will  carry  on  a  Love- 
Intrigue  better  than  any  body,  and  that  he  brings 
it  to  a  happy  lillie,  whatever  Difficulty  lies  in  the 
way.  He  knows  all  the  Turnings  and  Windings  ;  he 
pretends  to  htotu  the  critical  Minutes  and  the  Back- 
Jlairs ;  he  has  an  Underjianding  with  the  Abigails  ; 
he  furnijhcs  the  Rope- Ladders  too  if  there  he  Occafwn  : 
In  fhort,  he  can  give  good  Advice  to  the  politeft 
Monks,  and  might  be  admitted,  if  he  were  in 
France^  to  the  fecret  Councils  of  the  Convulfiona- 
ries.  In  order  to  have  a  perfe6l  Idea  of  him,  be- 
lieve him  to  be  as  deceitful  as  a  convulfionary  Jan- 
fen  ill. 
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fenift,  as  artful  as  a  Jefuit,  as  confident  as  a  Cor- 
delier, as  debauch'd  as  a  Carmelite,  and  as  hypo- 
critical as  a  young  Abbe  that  lies  upon  the  Catch 
for  a  Benefice. 

The  Carnival  is  the  Time  when  the  Gondoliers 
have  moft  Bufinefs,  by  reafon  of  the  great  Num- 
ber of  Foreigners  then  at  Venice ;  but  as  foon  as 
Lent  comes  in,  every  body  begins  to  diflodge  ;  not 
only  Travellers,  but  the  Puppet-fhews,  Stage- 
players,  Bears,  Monfters,  Curiofities,.  and  Courte- 
zans \  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  as  come  for  Devotion- 
fake  from  the  neighbouring  Countries :  For  they 
take  care  that  thofe  of  Venice  fhall  not  defert,  they 
being  deem'd  of  too  great  Importance  to  the  Wel- 
fare of  the  State.  Thefe  alfo  ftudy  Politics ;  for 
their  Profefiion,  tho'  painful  and  fatiguing  enough 
in  other  Refpedls,  does  not  hinder  them  from  ap- 
plying to  it  3  and  fome  of  'em  have  really  made  a 
Figure  in  that  Science.  One  in  particular,  who 
wou'd  fain  imitate  Sohn^  and  cafi:  a  Luftre  upon  the 
ProfeiTion  of  Ladies  of  Fleafure,  caus'd  a  {lately 
Chapel  to  be  built  out  of  the  Money  fhe  had  gain'd, 
and  dedicated  it  to  one  5/.  Magdalen  the  Egyptian^ 
that  had  been  an  infamous  Harlot,  juft  as  that  Le- 
giflator  of  the  Atheniam  built  a  Temple  of  Venus  out 
of  the  IVToney  vv'hich  had  been  received  by  the  com- 
mon Whores. 

The  Churches  of  this  City  are  very  beautiful  j 
but  the  Venetians  give  them  fuch  Names,  that  one 
•wou'd  think  their  Religion  had  a  Mixture  of  the 
yewijh.  I  know  not  whether  'tis  their  Indifference 
for  the  Court  of  Rome^  that  hinders  them  from  in- 
voking the  Saints  which  it  has  canonized,  but  almoft 
all  their  Temples  are  dedicated  to  our  Patriarchs  and 
our  Prophets.  A  Jew^  at  his  firft  Arrival  in  this 
Country,  is  very  much  furprized  to  hear  their 
Churches  call'd  by  the  Names  of  St.  Joby  St,  Mofcr^ 
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St.  Samuel,  St.  Jeremiah,  St.  Daniel,  and  St.  Z^- 
fZ?^;7.  The  Monks  who  ferve  at  St.  Jeremiah's 
affirm,  that  they  have  ftill  a  Tooth  of  that  Prophet. 
I  enquirM  very  ftri6tly  whether  they  had  not  fome 
Horn  of  our  Lcgiflator  in  the  Temple  of  St.  Alofes^ 
but  I  couM  not  find  they  had  ;  nor  whether  in  St. 
JoFs  they  had  prcferv'd  any  of  that  honeft  Man's 
Scabs  in  fome  holy  Phial.  A  Fryar  told  me  in  Con- 
fidence, that  fuch  Relics  were  very  uncommon 
and  dear,  the  Court  of  Ro?ne  felling  them  at  aa 
excefHve  Price :  So  that,  in  all  appearance,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Temple  oi Mofes  but  the  Arms,  Legs, 
and  Jaws  of  Nazarene  Saints  ;  and  no  Relics  of 
the  antient  Ifraelites  in  all  Venice,  but  the  fmgle 
Tooth  of  the  Prophet  Jeremiah,  which  is  kept  in  a 
Gold  Cafe  adorn'd  with  Diamonds  :  'Tis  fo  big, 
that  it  feems  to  be  the  Tooth  of  a  Horfe  rather  than 
ef  a  A^an ;  at  which  the  Monk  who  fhew'd  it  to 
me,  told  me.  That  I  ought  not  to  be  furprized, 
becaufe  the  antient  Fathers  were  much  taller  thaa 
"ive  are. 

This  monftrous  Tooth  put  me  in  mind  of  another 
Relic,  which  a  Friend  of  mine  told  me  he  had  feen 
jn  a  very  fine  Church  at  Alunich :  'Tis  a  Vertebra^ 
or  Chine-bone,  as  big  as  that  of  an  Elephant,  or 
fome  other  great  Animal  ;  and  is  held  in  lingular 
Veneration  throughout  all  Bavaria,  as  being  one  of 
the  Vertebra  of  the  liuge  St.  Chrijlopher. 

Tho'  the  Monks  at  Venice,  as  well  as  in  other 
Countries,  fet  a  great  Value  upon  their  Relics,  yet 
they  feldom  find  any  but  among  the  meaner  fort  of 
People,  that  are  ready  to  believe  all  the  Miracles 
which  they  afcribe  to  them.  Perfons  of  Rank  look 
iipon  thefe  Things  as  Amufcments,  which  are  abfo- 
Ixitely  nccefTary  for  the  Vulgar ;  neverthelefs,  if 
tliere  fhould  ever  happen  to  be  at  Venice,   any  Relics 
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fo  troublefome  as  thofe  of  St.  Paris  are  in  France^ 
I  don't  doubt  but  the  Senate  wou'd  immediately  or- 
der them  to  be  thrown  into  the  Adr'tatic  Gulph, 
and  very  feverely  punifh  thofe  that  fliould  ofFer  to 
make  them  popular.  The  Republic  having  a  Quar- 
rel fome  time  ago  with  one  of  the  fovereign  Pontiffs, 
the  latter  actually  'interdi^led  and  fufpended  the 
whole  Clergy  of  Venice,  The  Senate  commanded 
the  Priefts  to  continue  their  Fun6lions.  Mean  time 
fome  of  the  Fryars  *  obey'd  the  Pontiff,  but  they 
were  foon  chaftifed  for  their  RebeUion  againft  the 
Orders  of  the  State  ;  for  they  were  banifh'd  aut  of 
the  Republic,  and  tho'  recall'd  when  the  Senate  and 
Pontiff  were  reconciPd,  'twas  only  by  Favour,,  and 
upon  very  hard  Conditions. 

I  formerly  acquainted  thee,  dear  Monceca^  m 
fome  of  my  Letters,  how  dangerous  it  is  in  this 
Country  to  cabal  againil  the  State,  and  with  what 
Severity  the  bare  Appearance  of  this  Crime  is  pu- 
nifh'd.  Great  Rewards  are  given  to  thofe  who  in- 
fbrm  againft  the  Difturber  of  the  public  Tran- 
quility, when  the  Inteirigsnce  is  capable  of  being 
really  ufeful.  Informations  and  Letters,  even  from 
anonymous  Hands,  are  attended  to ;  tho'  'tis  true 
they  make  a  prudent  cautious  Ufe  of  fuch  Litelli-- 
gence.  There  are  in  the  Piazzas  of  St.  Mark's  Pa- 
lace, and  in  feveral  Parts  of  its  Galleries,  the  Muz- 
zles of  certain  Animals,  in  the  Mouths  of  which> 
any  Perfon  may  put  Letters^,  as  they  do  Money  into 
a  Box  at  Church  for  the  Poor,  with  fuch  Informa- 
tions as  they  think  fit  to  give  to  the  Inquifitors  of 
the  State.  This  is  what  they  call  Denuntie  Secrete^ 
u  e.  Secret  Information.  But  for  all  this,  don't 
iinagine,  d.Q2c:  Monceca^  that  there's  any  great  Danger 

*  The  Jefuits  and  the  Capuchin  Fryars. 
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from  fuch  anonymous  Information,  and  that  it  puts 
any  Man  in  the  Pov/er  of  his  Enemy.  The  Judges 
who  compofe  the  State  Inquifition,  are  fo  candid 
and  prudent,  that  no  bodv  need  to  fear  Punifhment 
if  he  is  not  really  guilty.  We  don't  find  any  Coun- 
try in  the  World,  where  Mankind  is  fo  free  as  at 
Venice.  The  Annenmns^  Jews^  Greeks.,  have  the 
public  Exercife  of  their  Ceremonies.  All  the  other 
Religions  are  likewife  tolerated  ;  but  they  don't 
pretend  to  know  that  there  are  any  fuch  Afiemblies,. 
they  being  held  in  fuch  a  prudent  Manner,  that  the 
Senate  has  no  Reafon  at  all  to  complain  of  them. 
The  very  Monks  here  have  full  Freedom  ;  they 
put  on  the  Malk  when  they  plcafe  at  the  Carnival, 
keep  a  Concubine,  fmg  at  the  Theatres,  and,  in 
ihort,  do  what  they  lift,  provided  their  Debauchery 
or  Devotion  does  not  interfere  with  the  AfFairs 
of  State.  There's  no  Similitude  between  the  Max- 
ims of  Venice  and  Rome,  but  in  the  Protedlion 
granted  in  both  Cities  to  the  Courtezans ;  there  be- 
ing no  People  that  lefs  refemble  eacli  other,  efpc- 
cially  as  to  Matters  of  Superftition,  and  the  Autho- 
rity of  the  Monks. 

As  to  the  Authority  of  the  Monks,  they  tell  a 
very  comical  Story  here,  which  lately  happen'd  at 
McJJiua.  The  Conful  of  Holland  refiding  at  that 
Place,  had  a  very  pretty  Daughter  of  fixteen  or  fe- 
ventcen  Years  of  Age,  whom  the  Devotees  took  it 
into  their  Heads  to  make  a  Saint,  faying.  They 
could  not  bear  the'I'hought  that  fo  lovely  a  Creature 
fhould  ever  fall  a  Prey  to  the  Devils.  To  put  her 
into  the  right  Path,  and  to  open  the  Way  for  her  to 
Heaven,  they  refolv'd  to  perfuade  her  to  quit  her 
Parents  ;  and,  in  order  to  render  that  A6tion  the 
more  meritorious,  to  rob  them  at  the  flime  Time. 
They  quoted  five  or  fix  Spani/h  Divines  to  her,  who 
^ave  leave  to  a  Daughter  to  rob  Jier  Father  wh^^^ 
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he  was  a  Proteftant,  and  when  fhe  left  him  to  retire 
to  a  Monaftery.  The  young  Woman,  after  fome 
Confideration,  being  convinc'd  of  the  Piety  and 
Sanctity  of  the  Robbery,  only  wanted  an  Opportu- 
nity to  put  it  in  Execution.  Two  reverend  Capu- 
chin Fathers  lent  her  their  AfTaftance ;  they  went 
often  to  the  Colledlion  that  was  made  at  the  Con- 
ful's  Houfe,  who  gave  them  Alms,  very  far  from 
imagining  what  a  Trick  they  intended  to  put  upon 
him.  Mean  time  the  Difciples  of  St.  Francis  car- 
ry'd  off  fome  Apparel,  or  other  Things  of  the  young 
Catechumen's  every  Day;  and  for  this  purpofe  the 
large  Wallets  in  the  Sleeves  of  their  Robes  were  of 
very  great  Service.  At  laft,  when  they  had  pack'd 
up  all  the  Clothes,  the  nev/  Convert  ftole  a  Purfe 
full  of  Pieces  of  Gold,  and  elop'd.  'Twas  not 
]ong  ere  her  Parents  heard  of  her.  No  one  can  ex- 
prcfs  their  Surprize,  when  they  knew  their  Daugh- 
ter's ProjetSl:,  and  the  Caufe  of  her  Efcape ;  but 
their  only  Remedy  was  Patience. 

The  new  Saint  was  admitted  a  Nun  ;  and  {lie 
made  a  Vow  never  to  entertain  a  Love-Paffion,  but 
to  be  obedient  to  the  Humours  of  a  fantaftical  old 
Shrew,  and  to  keep  no  Money,  but  to  give  it  all  to 
the  Fryars  *. 

For  near  three  Years  together  the  whole  Talk  at 
Mejjma  was  about  this  Holy  Convert ;  a  CollecStion 
had  been  already  made,  which  amounted  to  near  an 
hundred  thoufand  Crowns,  the  Sum  necefTary  for 
-canonizing  her  after  Death.  Many  a  Fryar,  when 
in  the  Pulpit,  ufed  her  Converfion  as  a  Pretence  to 
declaim  againft  all  the  Nazarene  Proteftants  :  They 
foretold  the  entire  Ruin  of  England  and  Holland -y 
and  actually  beftow'd  fome  Compliments  and  Rheto- 

*  The  three  Vows  of  the  Nuns,  Chaftity,  Obedience, 
and  Poverty. 

rlcal 


rical  -Flourlflies  on  the  Pretender,  afTurlng  him  that 
he  wou'd  be  placM  on  the  Throne  as  fuon  as  God 
•had  put  all  the  Englijh  to  Death,  as  a  Punifhment 
for  their  Rebellion  ;  lb  that  it  wou'd  be  then  in  his 
Power  to  carry  over  as  many  Monks  with  him  as  he 
pleas'd,  who  would  alfo  be  of  great  Ufe  to  re-people 
the  Country. 

"U^iiile  this  bleffed  Nun  was  the  Talk  of  all  Sicily^ 
while  every  Mother  was  quoting  her  for  an  Exam- 
ple  to  her  Daughter,  when  they  were  ready  as  it 
were  to  cut  out  her  old  Clothes  into  Scapularles 
and  Relics,  fhe  ^anifli'd   all   on  a  fudden.     It  was 
thought  at  firft  that  fhe  was  conceal'd  from  human 
Sight  by  a  Miracle,  while  fhe  was  converfmg  with 
St.  Rofe  or  St.  Clara  ;    but  fmce  fhe  did  not  appear 
again,  it  was  the  Opinion  of  an  able  Divine,  that 
as  Ihe  had   for  fome  time  pafl  no  more  Grace  than 
what  was  barely  fufHcicnt,  fhe  had  play'd  fome  Fro- 
lic, that  fort  of  fufficient  Grace  not  always  fufHcing-; 
and  that  they  muft  wait  for  a  Motion  of  efficacious 
Grace  to  produce  her  Return.     Tho'  the  Di\'ine 
feem'd   to  talk  rationally,    the  Inquifition   thought 
his   Rcafoning  dangerous,  and  he  had  like  to  have 
been    feverely   punifh'd   for   a   Janfenift.      As   for 
the  fair  Saint,  flie  returned  to  Holland  in  a  Rotterdam 
VefTcl  ;  and,   in  order   to  make   ufe  of  efficacious 
(jrace,  fhe  obey'd  the  firfl  Commandment  of  God, 
and  beggM  Pardon  of  her  P'amily  for  her  Difobe- 
dience.     The  Bifhop  being  mortify 'd  and  touch'd 
to  the  Quick,  when  he  heard  that  one  of  his  Ewe- 
Lambs   was   flray'd,    alarm'd   the   whole   City   of 
Mejfina ;   and  it  was  as  much  as  the  Governor  him.- 
felf  could  do,   with  all  his  Authority,   to  protect  the 
Confui's  Perfon  ;  for  his  Houfe  was  fearch'd  all  over, 
and  his  Domeflics  examined.     But  after  a  great  deal 
of  Enquiry,   the  Bifhop  was  forc'd  to  arm  himfelf 
with  Patience,  and  to  make  himfelf  as  eafy  at  the 

Elope- 
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Elopement  of  his  Nun,  as  the  Conful  was  for  the 
Rape  of  his  Daughter. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Aloticeca^  and  let  me  hear 
from  thee. 


LETTER     LVII. 

ir^/»  Aaron  Monceca,  <3/ Paris,  /^  Jacob 
Br  I  TO,   at  Venice. 

'Tp  H  Y  Letters  upon  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of 
.  -*■  the  Venetians^  gave  me  a  real  Pleafure.  I  ad- 
mire their  Wifdom  in  fetting  fuch  narrow  Limits  to 
the  Ambition  and  Fanaticifm  of  the  Monks  ;  but 
the  Rule  which  I  think  the  moft  rational  of  all,  is 
•that  which  exempts  fuch  Books  and  Writings  as  are 
printed  and  publiih'd  in  the  Dominions  of  the 
Republic,  from  the  Cognizance  of  any  of  the  Ec- 
clefiaftical  Tribunals  whatever.  That's  a  fure  Me* 
thod  to  keep  the  People  always  in  a  State  of  Inde- 
pendancy,  and  to  give  them  an  Averfion  to  Super- 
ftition. 

The  Ideas  of  the  moft  illuftrious  Men  becom.e 
common  to  every  private  Man,  and  the  Learned 
do  not  lofe  their  Time  in  endeavouring  to  pcrfe6l 
the  Underflanding  of  all  their  Fellow-Citizens, 
when  the  Liberty  of  Inftru'iling  is  left  to  the  one, 
and  that  of  Improving  to  the  other.  The  Ambi- 
tion cf  the  Monks,  and  their  Care  to  fupprefs  every 
thing  that  might  be  pleaded  againft  them,  have  de- 
priv'd  us  of  a  thoufand  Mafter-pieces.  How  many 
excellent  Books  were  either  entirely  fupprefs'd  or 
caftrated  by  the  Bigots,  before  Printing  was  in- 
vented ! 
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vented  !  We  ought  to  think  ourfclves  happy  that 
^his  curious  Art  has  put  a  Check  to  their  Knavery. 
Had  Books  been  ever  fo  little  a-v/hilc  in  their 
power,  we  ihould  fcarce  perhaps  have  had  any 
other  Hiitorians  or  Authors,  than  ibme  mifcrabic 
A^^z^r^w.?  Scribblers.  The  Conformities  of  St.  Fran- 
cis to  Jefus  Chriil,  and  the  Annals  of  fome  Monks 
wou'd  have  taken  the  Place  of  Titus  Livy  and 
^alluji  :  And  if  a  fovereign  Pontiff  cou'd  have  hiad 
his  Will,  that  firft-rate  Writer,  the  Prince  and  Mo- 
narch of  Hirtorians,  wou'd  have  been  intirely  fup- 
.f)refs*d.  That  PontifF,  nam'd  Gregory  '*,  con- 
dcfnn'd  this  Work  to  the  Flames.  What  a  Misfor- 
tune wou'd  it  have  been  to  Mankind,  dear  BritOy 
if  this  Gregoiy^s  Cotcmporaries  had  been  as  mad  as 
he  was  !  Malice  and  Hypocrify  are  the  moft  mortal 
Enemies  of  Learning,  which  enrages  them  bccaufe 
It  takes  off  their  Mafk,  and  flicws  their  Deformity. 
When  Mankind  fcem'd  to  have  forgot  the  Vf-;: 
of  their  natural  Reafon,  the  Monks  and  the  Pricfts, 
who  Were  the  only  Perfons  that  copied  the  Manu- 
scripts, fold  them  at  iin  exceiiive  Price,  and  took 
•care  to  flrike  out  every  thing  that  might  give  any 
Light  into  their  Frauds.  They  wou'd  undoubtedly 
have  wholly  fupprefs'd  certain  Books  if  we  had  not 
prevented  tlicm  :  For  being  fcatter'd  thro'  all 
Greece  and  Italy ^  we  had  thofc  MSS.  as  well  as 
they  ;  and  it  being  impoflible  to  hide  them  in- 
tirely, they  contented  thcmfelves  with  taking  out 
whole  Pieces,  and  fubftituting  orjicrs  fomctimes  in 
their  room.  We  even  to  tliis  time  fee  daiiy  Ex- 
amples of  thefe  Monkiih  Superftitions  ;  one  half 
of  the  Works  of  Horace^  fuveufil^  Ovid^  i5c,  is 
wanting  in  die  Editions  which  have  been  publifli'd 

*  Gregory  \.  fiirnamed  the  Great. 
Vol.  U.  G  hy 
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\tj  the  Monks  :  And  if  feveral  others  did  not  pre- 
ierve  thoie  Mafcer-pieccs  entire,  we  fhou'd  quickly 
lofe  thofe  lafc  Treaiures  of  Antiquity  for  good  and 
.all. 

I  own  to  thee,  dear  Br'ito^  that  1  can't  imagine 
Jiow  Lucretius  happen'd  to  come  down  to  us  intire  ; 
I  don't  know  who  were  the  Tranfcribers  that  were 
fo  exa(St  in  preferving  him.  If  they  were  the 
Monks  that  we  are  oblig'd  to  for  it,  I  heartily  for- 
give them  for  one  Quarter  of  their  Knaveries  ;  not 
that  1  approve  of  that  Poet's  pernicious  Sentiments 
concerning  tlie  Deity  ;  for,  dear  Brito^  may  thofe 
perilh  who  have  not  the  profoundeft  Veneration  for 
the  Divine  Being :  But  the  reft  of  his  Work  is  fo 
ccmpleat,  fo  beautiful,  and  fo  diverfify'd,  that  it 
would  have  been  a  fad  thing  to  have  been  depriv'd 
■of  it  intirel3\ 

By  cJiance  the  Works  of  Peironlus  are  alfo  tranf- 
jnitted  to  usalmcft  entire.  We  have  likewife  reco- 
ver'd  feme  ether  Fragments  of  feveral  Authors  ;  ard 
one  day  perhaps  we  may  be  fo  happy  as  to  difcover 
Tacitus  and  Tiiiis  Livy,  without  any  Cliafms,  and 
in  their  Perfediion.  'Tis  afTured  by  many  People, 
that  the  Grand  Signior  has  this  lail  Hiftorian  ccm- 
pleat  in  his  Library.  I  have  heard  this  Fa<Sl:  affirm'd 
as  true  by  a  great  many  People,  but  I  can  afTure 
thee  that  I  know  the  contrary,  and  can  fpeak  of  it 
with  a  great  deal  of  Certainty, 

Lcuis  XIV,  always  vigilant  to  promote  his  own 
'Glory,  was  willing  that  the  World  fhculd  be  oblig'd 
to  liini  fcr  all  the  Vv'orks  of  Titles  Livy,  if  it  is  true 
that  they  cou'd  be  come  at ;  and  he  fent  to  M.  de 
Feriol^  his  AmbaiTador  at  the  Port«,  to  offer  any 
Money  for  the  Titus  Livy  which  was  faid  to  be 
in  the  Library  of  the  Seraglio.  M.  de  FerioH^- 
ply'd  to  -the  Vizier,  v/ho  fpoke  about  it  to  the 
inland  Signior.     The  latter  made  feme  Scruple,  for 

they 
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they  thought  then  at  the  Porte  tliat  it  was  not  pro- 
per for  the  MS.  to  he  c©mpar'd  anJ  examin'd  whe* 
ther  it  was  more  complcat  than  the  Work  we  have. 
M.  de  Fertol  was  not  dhrcourag'd  at  the  Mifcarriage 
of  the  firft  Attempt,  but  got  fomebody  to  (peak  to 
the  Librarian,  and  offer'd  him  a  Flundred  thou  land 
Crowns  if  he  would  only  be  pleafed  to  let  liim  have 
the  MS.  for  a  Time,  and  give  Leave  for  the  tran- 
fcribing   of  fuch   PafTages  as  were  wanting   in  the 
printed  Copies  of  that  Hiftorian  ;  which  done,  the 
JBook  might  have  been  replac'd  in  the  Library,  and 
the  Paflages  fto^e  out  not  percciv'd.     This  Propofal 
prodigioufl/  pleafed  the  Librarian,  who  thought  a 
•Hundred  thoufand  Crowns  worth  his  Acceptance, 
and  promis'd  to  deliver  the  Book  ;   but  the  Cream 
of  the  Jeft  was,  that  after  a  good  deal  of  Search,  there 
was  no  fuch  MS.  to  be  found.     So  far  was  a  Titus 
'Livy  from  being  found  intire  among  the  Grand  Sig- 
nior's  Books,   that  there  was  not  fo  much  as  one  of 
the  Copies  to  be  found  which  we  have  of  that  Au- 
thor, or  at  Icaft  if  there  was,  the  Librarian  did  not 
think  proper  to  declare  it.     Being  forry  that  he  did 
not  touch  the  Hundred  thoufand  Crowns,  he  made 
Anfwer  that  after  a  Search  he  did   not  find  what 
was  wanted.     I  know  that  it  may  be  fuppofed  that 
the  Librarian  after  refletSting  upon  the  Hazard  which 
he  ran,  might  alter  his  Opinion.     This  indeed  is 
n.it  abfolutely  impoiTible  ;   but  I  know  on  the  other 
hand  that  an  Hundred  thoufand  Crowns  mull  be  an 
extraordinary  Temptation  to  a  Turk^  who  is  ufed  to 
run  all  Rifques  for  Money. 

"What  is  wanting  of  this  Fliftorian  is  fo  much 
regretted  in  France^  that  I  am  fure  Two  hundred  thou- 
fand Crowns  would  not  be  grudg'd  there  for  a  com- 
plcat Copy  of  him,  and  the  Money  wou*d  eafily 
come  in  again,  by  Subfcriptious  from  fcvcral  (jen- 
G  2  ilemea 
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tlemen  of  the  Kingdom,  who  would  be  willing  to 
have  Copies  of  the  fame. 

Would'ft  thou  think,  dear  Briio,  that  in  a  Coun- 
try where  good  Authors  are  fo  much  valu'd,  the 
Monks  have  neverthelefs  found  means  to  eftablifti  a 
fort  of  Inquifition  againft  Bookfelling  ?  All  Books  by 
which  they  think  themfelves  hurt,  are  profcrib'd 
and  prohibited  under  grievous  Penalties.  They 
enjoin  Penance  in  the  Confeffion-Chairs  upon  thofd 
who  read  them,  and  flir  up  the  Magiftrates  to  join 
W'ith  them.  It  feems  as  if  it  were  more  dangerous 
barely  to  write  in  a  Book  that  a  Monk  is  commonly 
2.  Knave,  than  to  publifh  a  Syftem  of  Atheifm,  or 
any  Work  contra  honos  mores.  But  for  all  the  Buflle 
tliey  make,  as  foon  as  a  Book  is  printed  in  any  Part 
of  Europe,  if  it  be  good  for  any  thing  it  is  im- 
mediately fold  at  Paris,  and  fooner  too  than  ih 
any  otJier  Part  of  Europe,  The  Prohibitions,  iflued 
to  hinder  the  Sale  of  them,  do  but  raife  the  Price 
and  promote  the  Vend  of  them  to  a  very  great 
Degree  ;  for  the  Hawkers  take  care  to  furnifh  the 
Beaux,  the  Lawyers  and  the  Courtiers  with  'em  5 
the  very  Ladies  are  fo  fond  of  reading  prohibited 
Books,  that  they  have  them  brought  to  their  Toilets 
as  Appurtenances  to  their  Drefling ;  and  while  the 
Milliner  is  employ'd  in  ereB'ing  the  gallant  Edifice  of 
ihcir  Hair,  fome  well-beloved  Friend,  fine  Gentle- 
man, or  a  Lover,  reads  certain  Pages  with  an  au- 
dible Voice. 

Thou  wilt  perhaps  be  curious  to  know  the  princi- 
pal Motive  of  the  Perfecution  againft  Books,  and 
■  which  are  thofe  that  are  moft  feverely  profcrib'd, 
Tiio'  all  Pieces  that  have  a  Tendency  to  cure  the 
People  of  Superfiition  are  generally  prohibited,  yet 
ihcre  is  not  fo  much  Care  taken  to  hinder  the  Sale 
oi  them,  as  of  thofe  v/hich  favour  Janfenifm  or  Mo- 

linifm  -, 
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linifm  ;  aud  tho'  they  can  no  more  ftop  the  Vend  of 
the  latter  than  of  the  former,  yet  they  do  what  they 
can  to  fupprefs  them.  I  own,  dear  Brito,  that  it 
would  be  for  the  public  Service  that  thofe  Works 
were  fupprcfs'd,  which  are  commonly  but  a  Scfrics 
of  Impoftures,  Calumnies,  and  grofs  Railing.  7'he 
Janft-nKl:  Authors  efpecially  are  famous  for  Difputes 
of  this  kind,  for  when  Arguments  fail  them,  they 
fupply  the  want  thereof  with  Inventive.  They  gl\  c 
extravagant  Pay  to  a  Man  who  twice  a  Week  pub- 
lillies  a  printed  *  Sheet  throughout  Europe,  in  whicli 
he  is  obliged  to  abufc  every  Man  who  docs  r.or. 
believe  that  the  Water  in  which  a  Piece  of  St.  Pans's 
Slippers  has  been  boiPd,  is  a  Cure  for  all  Tons  of 
Diftempers. 

I  have  often  mention'd  the  Moiinids  and  thp 
Janfenifts  to  thee,  but  never  told  thee  that  'tis  im- 
poflible  to  live  in  this  Country,  without  efpoufinj.^ 
either  the  one  or  the  other.  Such  is  the  Spirit  of 
Caballing  that  prevails  at  Parity  that  were  a  Man  of 
Spinofa's  Se6l  he  cannot  be  neuter.  The  Janfcnidd 
and  the  Molinills  refufs  none  ;  tliey  don't  oWige 
fuch  as  are  admitted  into  their  Body,  to  make  Pro- 
feiiion  of  their  Faith  at  Entrance,  and  only  demand 
that  they  fwear  a  mortal  Hatred  to  their  Adverfaries. 
Notwitliftandmg  the  Neceliitv  there  is  for  a  Man  to 
lift  jiinifelf  under  one  of  tlic  two  Sianuar»i.s,  I  muft 
tell  thee,  dear  Brito^  that  I  Jiave  thought  my  fcii" 
oblig'd  to  look  with  very  great  Indifference  on  the 
Difputes  of  a  Religion  of  which  I  think  the  Princi- 
ples bad.  Nevcrthclefs,  tho'  'tis  well  known  that  [ 
am  a  Jew  born  at  Cmfianilnople^  unknown  to  the 
Jefuits,  that  J  am  a  Man  of  no  Ambition,  and  take 
no  Pleafure  but  in  the  Study  of  Phiiofophy^  yet  Uvq 

^     Tht  Nowvelles  Ecclejiojiiques. 

G  3.  oc 


2  2  6         The  J  E  w  I  s  H  S  p  Y.       Let.  f 7. 

or  three  Perfons  who  are  my  familiar  Acquaintance 
JKre,  have  taken  it  into  their  Heads  that  I  am  a 
Klolinifl-.  W-e  fee^  they  often  fay,  your  Hatred  of 
>V.  Paris  :  Tou  openly  condemn  his  Miracles:  The 
Ccnvulfionaries^  in  your  Opinion^  are  Fanatics  that 
*i:ght  to  be  [ent  to  the  Galleys,  The  Perfpiration^  fay 
you,  which  zvould  arife  fro7n  the  Fatigue^  from  the 
Fajiijiado^  ard  from  the  painful  Exercife  of  rowings 
might  purge  thofe  Jharp  Humours^  which  floatirg  in 
their  Blood  occaftcn  their  Phrenzy.  You  would  fain 
fee  the  Akhe  Becheran  and  the  Chevalier  FoUard  jneta- 
morphos'*d  into  Galley- Slaves^  recover  their  Rsafon  by 
n  tedious  Penance  exercifed  in  all  the  Parts  of  the  Me- 
diterranean. What^  reply'd  I,  is  the  wijfnng  thai 
hnpojlure  may  be  punijh\i  the  fame  thing  as  to  wijh  that 
Hatred  and  Jmbition  may  be  deify^d?  For,  dear 
Brito^  this  is  the  true  Picture  of  the  Janfenifts  and 
the  Molinifts.  The  former  are  dangerous  Impoftors  ; 
The  latter  are  devour'd  by  a  Luft  for  Dominion, 
and  a  Thirft  for  Revenge.  They  are  all  equally  to 
be  dreaded  ;  but  their  Faults  are  different. 

The  Janfeniil:  is  ill-naturM,  and  a  Bigot  from  his 
Cradle,  and  fi.cks  the  Spirit  of  Rebellion  and  Sedi- 
i^ion  with  his  Mother's  Milk.  The  firft  Words 
■v/iiich  he  learns  to  fpeak  are  Inve£}:ives  and  Scajidal- 
againit  the  Pontiffs  ;  and  the  older  he  grows  the 
iiiore  he  hates  them.  Under  the  external  Appearance 
of  miftaken  Piety,  he  conceals  a  bafc  and  dangerous 
Mind.  Being  a  wicked  Nazarene^  a  rebellious 
xSiibje<51,  a  perfidious  Friend,  a  Parent  without  PViend- 
fbip,  three  Words  which  he  is  eternally  repeating, 
rtrve  for  a  fpecious  Pretext  to  all  his  Crimes.  The 
Liberties  of  the  Gallican  Church  is  the  Cabaliftical. 
Cant  of  tiie  Janfenifts  Sect.  There  are  no  odioirs 
Sins  which  thofe  Words  don*t.  cancel,  and  which 
lh?v  don't  *lfo  authorlzei 

The 
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The  ambitious  Molinift  wants  to  command 
wherever  he  comes.  Like  the  high  Winds  h'. 
overturns  whatever  makes  Refiftance,  and  Ipires 
whatever  yields  to  him.  He  baniihes  the  haugiitv 
Janfenift  by  a  Letter  de  Cachet.  In  vain  is  he 
fupported  bv  the  City  arrd  the  Provinces  ;  for  like 
tlie  Oak,  v/hofe  deep  Roots  cannot  iave  it  from 
being  ovcrtlirown  by  a  Storm,  he  pcriilies  j  while- 
the  Libertine,  tlie  Atheii^,  and  th:^  Debauchee^ 
which  like  feeble  Reeds  bend  and  ieem  to  )icM, 
are  fafe,  and  perfc<5lfy  trancpiil.  'Tis  not  the  Crime- 
iTor  the  Criminal  which  the  Molinifb  hates,  hv^: 
the  Rival  of  his  Grcatncfs,  or  what  may  bccomej 
fuch.  No  Perfon  is  innocent  in  his  fight,  as  i'oow 
as  he  is  in  a  Capacity  of  being  hurtful  to  him. 
Too  much  Learning  and  Virtue  attrae'^l  his  Hatred. 
He  is  for  fewer  good  Qiialitics,  an*!  nrore  Obe- 
dience. He  is  good-natur'd,  finccte,  polite,  com- 
plaifdnt,  and  a  downriglit  honcft  Man  Vvlien  alone  ; 
but  when  he  zds  in  concert  with  his  Brethren,  hr 
is  proud,  haughty,  infupportable,  a  'I'yrant  and  u 
Pcrfecutor.  One  half  of  the  Misfortunes  of  this 
Kingdom  is  owing  to  the  Ambition  of  thofc  wlio 
arc  now  call'd  Mclinijis.  They  formerly  peif.' 
cuted  the  Nazarenes^  to  whom  France  w.us  obligM. 
for  iier  Glory*;  for  they  had  plac'd  the  greaieiT 
King  in  the  L'niverfe  upon  licr  Throne,  but  Wic- 
kedncfs  pluck'd  him  fiom  it,  and  the  Confcqucnce' 
of  that  Wickedncfs  was  the  Ruin  of  th;it  Mo- 
jiarch's  Benefa^itors, 

Thou  perceived,  dear  Briio^  the  Judgment  Ui.-.t 
ought  to  be  formed  of  the  ScvTls  of  the  Janfenifhs 
and  Molinifts.  The  Members  of  the  firft  are  dan- 
gerous, and  thofe  of  the  fecond  are  no  hfs  fo, 
the   very  Moment  that  they  a6l  in  common  and 

♦The  Prctejlants. 

G  4  i» 


iiZ  The  J E w I s H  S p Y.     Let.  f 8. 

in  a  Body.  But  after  all,  tboii  wilt  conceive  a  falfe 
Notion  of  the  French^  if  thou  doft  imagine,  that 
either  thcfe  who  are  here  call'd  Molimjl^^  or  thofe 
wlio  are  call'd  Janfemjisy  are  much  difturb'd  at 
thofe  Cabals.  Thefe  Names  are  afTum'd  here, 
as  I  told  thee,  becaufe  'tis  the  Fafliion  to  declare 
either  for  the  one  Party  or  the  other.  Therefore 
when  I  talk  to  tlice  of  the  Molinifts  and  the  Janfe- 
nifts,  I  only  mean  them  who  are  at  the  head  of 
thofe  Se6ts,  who  foment  Divifion  in  the  State,  and 
abufe  the  Goodnefs,  Lenity  and  Clemency  of  their 
Prince,  If  ever  a  Prince  is  pardonable  for  too  much 
Severity,  'tis  when  fuch  Severity  tends  to  make  his 
Subjecls  perfedily  eafy.  If  in  the  Beginning  of  thofe 
Troubles  the  Janfenifts  had  been  feverely  punifh'd 
for  their  Reftleffnefs,  and  the  Molinifts  had  been 
check'd  in  their  Ambition,  every  Man  might  have 
thought  what  he  pleased  both  of  Janfenius  and  Mo^ 
Una  ',  and  perhaps  by  this  time  neither  of  them 
■wou'd  have  been  remember'd. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Brito,  and  go  onto  profper. 


LETTER    LVIII. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  ai  Paris,  tik 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite,  at  Smyrna, 
formerly  a   Rahhi,    at    Conftantinoplc. 

T  Was  glad,  dear  IfaaCy  to  hear  of  thy  Arrival  at 
-*■  Zir.yrna^  where,  thanks  be  to  the  God  of  our 
Fathers,  thou  art  fafe  from  thofe  Dangers  to  which 
thy  Change  of  Religion  did  expofe  thee.  As  foon 
as  thou  art  arriv'd  at  Cairo^  let  me  hear  from  thee, 
andinake  me  perfcdly  eafy  in  my  Mind, 
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The  Particulars  which  thou  gavefl  me  of  the 
Impoftor  Sabbathai  have  confirm'd  me  in  the  Opi- 
nion, that  I  ought  to  place  no  Confidence  in, 
and  give  no  Credit  to,  things  which  I  don't  know 
from  full  Evidence.  An  old  Merchant  of  Pro- 
vence to  whom  I  (hew'd  thy  Letter,  and  who  in  his 
Youth  fpent  feveral  Years  at  Smyrna  told  me  upon 
the  Vi\Q\\X\Q\\Qi  Sabbathai^  a  very  pleafant  Adventure, 
which  happen'd  to  a  couple  of  Englijhnen  who  were 
fetded  at  Conjiantlnople.  They  had  ad  vane 'd  con- 
fidcrablc  Sums  to  certain  'Jews^  and  were  afraid 
they  fhould  lofe  their  Money.  While  they  were 
uneaiy  to  have  it  again,  Curiofity  on  the  one  hand, 
and  latcref!:  on  the  other,  detcrmin'd  them  to  car- 
ry their  Complaint  to  Sabbathai  Sei'I  when  he  was 
a.  Prifoner  in  the  Caftle  of  the  Dardanelles.  Tlic 
Impoflor  heard  them  with  great  Gravity  and  Good- 
nature, and  by  the  following  Letter  ordered  the 
Jews  to  pay  them. 

LETTER, 

^0  you  of  the  Jewifh  Nation^  ivbo  wcit  the  comlny- 
of  the  Meifiah,  and  the  Salvation  ^^Ifrael,  Peace 
without  end, 

*  T  Am  inform'd  that  you  owe  Money  to  feveral 
-*■   '   Englljh  Gentlemen  :  We  think  it  but  juft  lo 

*  order  you  to  pay  your  Debts;  which  if  you  re 

'  fufe  to  do,  and  are  difobedient  to  us  in  this  Jn  ■ 

*  fiance,  know  that  you  fhall  not  enter  y/;th  nic 
'  into  my  Kingdom/ 

Tlie  EngliJ}:)men  thank'd  Sahhaihai  Scvi  in  Terms 
of  great  Refpe^l,  and  taking  Advantage  of  jiis  Im- 
pofture,  and  the  Jews  Weaknefs,  they  had  their 
Money  again. 
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'J 'here  happened  another  comic  Scene  to  Sabha- 
thai  Sevii\nnng  his  Imprironment,  which  provM  af- 
Icrwards  his  intire  Ruin,  and  difcovei  'd  his  Knavery. 
One  Nfhpmah  Coh;n  a  "Jt'w^  that  underitood  the  Her 
t>rew^  Syriac^  and  Chaldcsan  Languages  ;  and  was 
as  well  vers'd  in  the  Cabala  of  the  Rabbies  as  ^ah^ 
hathai  himfelf,  was^  covetous  of  a  Share  in  the  Re- 
putation of  that  Inipoftor,  and  therefore  defir'd  a 
Conference  with  him.  Their  Converfation  was 
*it  fiifc  very  tranquil,  but  after  having  tried  in  vain 
to  fettle  Matters  on  fuch  a  footing  as  might  be 
agreeable  to  both,  they  grew  warm  and  fell  into  a 
Violent  Pailion.  Is  it  not  true.,  faid  Cohen^  that 
Mccordir.g  to  the  Scriptures  there  are  to  he  two  Meili- 
;:hs  ;  the  firji  poor ^  defpifed^  a  Preacher  of  the  Lazu^ 
a  Servant  of  the  fcond^  and  his  Forerunner ;  the 
fecond^  rich^  powerful^  and  vi Morions  f  I  am  content, 
continued  he,  to  he  Ben-Ephraim,  or  the  poor 
Mefiiah.  l'P7:)at  Prejudice  is  this  to  your  Glory  t 
Will  not  you  he  as  ?nuch  MefTiah  the  Conqueror  ?  Af- 
rer  many  Debates,  Sabbathai  Sevi  confented  that 
iJohen  ibould  be  the  poor  Mejfiah  \  and  their  Dif- 
pute.  was  juft  at  an  end,  when  Cohen  thought  fit 
to  reproach  Sabbathai  Sevi  for  having  been  too 
hafty  in  giving  himfclf  out  to  be  the  powerful  Mef- 
pah^  before  he  the  poor  Meffiah  that  was  to  be  his 
Forerunner,  had  made  himfelf  known  to  the 
World.  6V<3to^^/  took  it  amifs  that  Cohen  fhould 
be  fo  forward  as  to  criticife  his  Condu6t.  /  ca- 
fy.'ier  you^  faid  he  to  him,  you  are  not^  and  never 
ij.all  be  Ben-Ephraim.  And  /,  reply'd  Cohen^  ca- 
iiner  you  in  my  turn^  and  promife  you  that  I  will  hin- 
tif.r  you  from  being  ozvn'das  Ben-David.  Then  the 
Difpute  grew  hot  between  thefe  two  Impoftors^ 
and  from  hard  Words  they  proceeded  to  Blows. 
The  Turks  who  had  the  Guard  of  Sabbathai  Sevt, 
a;jd  vyho  had  heard   this  pleafant   Converfation  by 
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liftcning  at  tlie  Door  of  his  Prifon,  ran  and  fcpa- 
rated  the  Combatants.  Cohen  took  a  quick  Re- 
venge ;  for  he  told  the  chief  Minillcrs  at  the  Porte, 
that  Sabbathai  Sevi  gain'd  Ground  daily  upon  the- 
AfFedions  of  the  Jews^  v/ho  had  the  £ime  Efleeni 
for  him  as  ever,  notwitlillanding  his  Knavery  and 
Impofture.  We  have  often  had  Monfters  among 
us,  who  by  abufmg  the  Creduhty  of  their  Bre- 
thren, in  order  to  fatisfy  tlieir  Ambition  or  their  . 
Avarice,  have  aflum'd  the  Title  of  Dfliuerer  of 
the  Jewifli  Naticriy  and  the  auguft  Name  of  tl.e 
Mtfiah. 

In  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Tl>cod:fim  the 
Younger,  there  was  a  "Jcuu  in  Cand'ia  who  did  our 
Nation  much  more  Mifchief  than  this  vile  Jmpo- 
flor  Sabbathai.  This  Jew  call'd  himfelf  Alofcu 
and  he  affirm'd  that  he  was  tlie  \cvy  Prophet 
Mofes  who  condutfted  the  ffraelites  In  tJie  Wilder- 
nefs,  and  refcued  them  from  the  Egyptian  Bond- 
age. Ke  fpent  a  whole  Year  from  PJacc  to  Places 
in  the  Ifland  of  Candia^  where  he  preacii'd  in  all 
the  Synagogues,  and  promised  all  the  JC'CS^  of 
whom  there  were  great  Numbers  in  that  liland, 
to  carry  them  over  Sea  without  a  SJiip,  and  to 
lead  them  Into  tlie  very  Heart  of  jfudaa^  widi- 
out  fo  much  as  v/etting  their  Feet.  The  D.iv 
was  actually  fix'd  for  their  fetting  out,  v.'licn  h^  - 
ing  follow'd  by  a  vafl  Multitude  of  People,  he 
went  to  a  very  highBiach,  and  commanded  th-W: 
that  were  forcmolt,  to  cait  themfelvcs  into  the  S(  u 
as  Toon  as  they  came  to  the  Brink  of  it,  without 
any  Fear,  aiTuring  them  that  they  would  run  n«.> 
Danger,  The  filly  People  deluded  by  tliis  ViHa'n^ 
a<5lualiy  threw  themfelves  headlrjng  into  the  Sea, 
where  they  had  been  ju(Hy  puntfh'd  for  their  Crt . 
dulity,  if  fome  Fifliermen  that  happcnM  tol>ethci?jr 
at  the  Time  J  had  not  fav'd  tjicm  from  ilic  W^vc>^. 
G  ^  audL 
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and  hinder'd  thofe  that  came  upon  the  Heels  of  the 
others  from  follov/nig  their  Example. 

Our  NiLtion  is  not  the  only  one,  dear  Ifaac.^  that, 
lias  been  abufed  by  Impoftors.  Where  is  the  King- 
dom^ where  the  Religion  that  has  not  been  pro- 
du(Slive  of  Seducers  ?  The  Nazarenes  ought  not  to 
iip'braid  us  with  our  falfe  Mcffiahs :  Have  not  they 
i'eople  among  them  every  Day,  who  under  tlie  Pre- 
tence of  Religion,  and  the  Veil  of  Piety,,  plunge 
them  into  the  wildeft  Errors  ?  Sahbathai  Sevi  never 
niade  fo  much  Impreilion  upoir-the  Minds  of  the 
7Vws,  as  St.  P'nrh  ha.i  done  upon  the  French.  No 
Ifraefite  was  ever  fo  much  infatuated  and  blinded,  as 
to  miftake  the  P'its  of  Phrenzy  for  the  viable  Marks 
of  the  Grace  of  God,  employing  a  Parcel  of  Mad- 
meri  to  declare  his  Holy  VVill.  We  have  fome— 
times  plac'd  our  Belief  in  Men  that  promised  us- 
Things  tliat  were  tempting  ;  and  fuch  Pleafure  has 
their  Doctrine  given  us  that  we  have  even  help'd 
ro  deceive  our  felves.  But  they  who  feduce  the 
Nazare?iesy  preach  nothing  to  them  butTroubles  and 
Calamities ;  all  the  Convulfionaries  at  Paris  foretell 
the  End  of  the  World,  the  dethronings  of  the  Pontiffs, 
the  DellrujSlion  of  States :  So  that  a  Man  muit 
have  a  ftrong  Byafs  to  Fanaticifm,  to  chufe  fuch 
Prophets  for  his  Guides. 

1  know,  dear  Ifaac^  that  every  thing  that  is  ex- 
traordinary ftrikes  and  captivates  the  Minds  of  the 
People  ;,  tho'  the  Nazareyie  Popifn  Countries  are 
more  fubje6l  to  Superftition  than  others.  But  in. 
England  and  Holland  you  fcarce  m.eet  with  any  that 
are  poflefs'd ;  becaufe  the  Devils  take  few  Walks 
in  thofe  Coantries.  Eor  as  in  thofe  Dominions  no 
Friar  can  fhew  in  public  v\'hat  Pov/er  his  Holinefs 
i^ives  him  over  Heil,  Belzebub  and  Jjlaroth  don't 
trade  thither  in  Company,  or  at  Iciil  no  bcdy  talks 
of  'cm» 

Some 
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Some  days  ago  I  receiv'd  a  Letter  from  the  Hague 
with  an  account  that  a  Tradefman  of  that  Place 
complain'd  of  a  Spirit  which  came  in  the  Night- 
time, and  tore  all  his  Clothes  and  f'urniture  to 
pieces.  The  common  People,  who  are  always 
credulous,  readily  believ'd  it,  and  crouded  to  the 
Tradefman's  Houfe,  who  {hew'd  them  fome  of  the 
pieces  of  Stuff  and  Linnen  that  had  been  cut  and 
torn  off-  He  told  a  thoufand  Stories  more  furprizing 
tlian  all  this  of  the  Mifchievoufnefs  of  this  Spirit, 
The  High  Bailiff,  inform'd  of  the  Affair,  orderM 
that  nociiing  more  fliou'd  be  laid  in  the  Spirit's 
way  to  be  torn,  and  enjoin'd  the  Tradefman  to 
talk  no  more  of  the  Imp;  nay  he  gave  the  latter 
to  undcrftand  that  he  fhou'd  be  anfwerable  for  the 
Folly  of  the  former.  Since  that  Time  the  Spirit 
has  decamp'd,  and  the  Tradefman  now  lays  the 
Blame  upon  the  Rats,  of  what  he  imputed  at  firft 
to  this  invifible  Subftance. 

The  Niizarene  Papifts  pretend,  that  this  Devil 
was  one  of  the  beft-natur'd  fort,  or  elie  all  the 
Authority  of  the  Magiftrates  wou'd  not  have  ba- 
niih'd  him.  They  fay  there  are  a  fort  of  Spirits 
very  eafy  to  be  laid;  and  that,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  Ritual,  or  Book  of  Ceremonies,  an 
Air  of  ^iinaulfs  Opera  is  of  as  much  avail  as  an 
Exorcifm  of  the  Church.  Upon  this  Occafion  they 
quote  one  Ignatius  Loyola^  who,  in  order  to  drive 
the  Devil  out  of  the  Body  of  a  Woman  that  was 
poffeis'd,  and  defir'd  his  Help,  made  ufe  of  that. 
Yerfe  of  Virgil^ 

Speluncam  Dido  Dux  ^  Trojanus  eandetn* 


In  the  fame  Cave  the  Trojan  Chief 
And  Dido  fhelter  took. 
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He  had  fcarce  pronounced  thefe  Words,  but  the 
Woman  was  thrown  flat  upon  the  Ground,  and- 
the  Devil  left  her,  begging  heartily  that  he  might 
not  be  fhut  up  in  the  infernal  Cave.  He  obtained, 
leave  to  go  wherever  he  pleafed,  provided  he  never 
pofTefs'd  any  Man  more*. 

You  muft  own,  dear  Ifaac^  that  this  is  a  plea^ 
fant  way  of  driving  out  Devils.  If  one  fmglc 
Vcrfe  of  I'lrgil  has  the  Virtue  to  banifli  a  D?emon, 
I  don't  doubt  but  were  that  Poet  to  recite  \\\z>. 
whole  JRneid^  it  wou'd  be  powerful  enough  to 
drive  them  all  out  of  Hell,  and  to  purge  it  in 
fhort  from  their  detellable  Race.  He  wou'd  there- 
by  do  great  Service  to  the  Authors,  his  Com- 
rades, and  efpecially  to  Horace^  Catullus^  TibulluSy 
Propertius^  and  Petronius^  who  being  voluptuous  by 
Nature,  and  brought  up  in  good  Company,  can- 
not but  think  that  of  the  Devils  a  little  too  obr 
ilreporous. 

Now  I  am  mentioning  good  Authors,  a  Hawker 
brought  me  a  new  Book  f,  which  I  have  read  with 
a  great  deal  of  Pleafure  :  *Tis  a  Tranllation  of  four 
Epiftles  in  Verfe,  VvTitten  by  the  illuftrious  Pope^  the 
beft  Poet  of  England.  The  Original  is  good,  and 
io  is  the  Tranflation;  for  tho'  the  latter  be  in 
Profe,  yet  the  Translator  has  therein  preferv'd 
the  Spirit  and  Beauty  of  the  Eng/lfi  Verks.  The 
Subject  of  thefe  Epiflles  is  important,  for  they  all 
treat  of  Metaphyfical  Matters,  wJiich  are  explain'diu 
a  clear  and  concife  manner. 

I.  The  firft  treats  of  the  Nature  and  State  of 
Man  with  regard  to  the  Univerfe.  The  Author 
therein  proves  that  Man  is  not  an  imperfeft  Be- 
ing, that  he  is  proportioned  to  the  Place  and  Rank 

*  yoaKjies  Cbrijiiamts  Fromman  de  Fafcinatione^.  lib^ 
iii.  part.  ix.  cap.  iv.  num.  XV.  p.  949, . 
\  EJ/ay  an  Man,  by  Mr.  Pope, 

which 
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which  he  holds  in  the  Creation,  and  to  the  Ends 
and  Relations  which  are  known  to  him.  He  founds 
the  prefent  Happincfs  of  Human  Beings  partly  upon 
the  Ignorance  of  future  Events,  and  partly  upon 
the  Hopes  of  future  Happinefs,  and  condemns  their 
unjufl  Complaints  againft  Providence  as  a  great 
Crime. 

II.  The  fecond  teaches  Man  to  know  his  Na- 
ture and  Condition  confider'd  Vv'ith  regard  to  himfelf. 
It  opens  the  Spring  and  Caufe  of  all  our  A(Slicns, 
of  which  Self-Love  and  Reafon  are  the  two  Prin- 
ciples, and  fliews  how  much  our  Knowledge  is  cir- 
cumfcrib'd. 

Superior  Beings,    fays  the  Ptety .  when  of  late  they 

faw 
A  mortal  Man  unfold  all  Nature's  Law, 
Admir'd  fuch  Wifdom  in  an  earthly  Shape, 
And  ihcw'd  a  Newton^  as  we  £hew  an  Jpe. 
I  know  not,  dear  IfaaCy  whether  this  Sentiment 
be  as  taking  with  you,  as  it  is  with  me;  but  I  think 
there  is   fomething  in    it   that  is    grand,     fublime, 
and  yet  natural.       'Tis  alfo  well  exprefsM   in  the 
French. 

III.  What  follows  is  a  Defcription  proper  fop 
chart  if.  ng  the  Pride  of  Man ;  and  I  think  that  all 
good  Judges  cannot  but  admire  it. 

Has  God,  thou  Fool !  w^orkM  folely  for  thy  Good, 
Thy  Joy,   thy  Paftime,   thy  Attire,  thy  Food? 
Who  for  thy  Table  feeds  the  wanton  Fawn,. 
For  him  as  kindly  fprciids  the  fiow*ry  Lawn.. 
Is  it  for  Thee  the  Lark  afcends  and  fmgs  ? 
Joy  tunes  his  Voice,,  Joy  elevates  his  Wings: 
Is  it  for  thee  the  Linnet  pours  his  Throat? 
Loves  of  his  own,  and  Raptures  fwell  the  Note. 
The  bounding  Steed  you  pompoufly  bcftride. 
Shares  with  his  Lord  the  Pleafure  and  the  Pride. 
n  la 
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Is  Tiilne  alone  the  Seed  that  ftrows  the  Plain? 
The  Birds  of  Heav'n  fnall  vindicate  their  Grain*. 
Thine  the  full  Harveft  of  the  Golden  Year? 
Part  pays,  and  juftly,  the  deferving  Steer. 

There,  dear  IfaaCy  you  have  one  of  the  fineft. 
Pieces  in  Poetry.  What  diiFerent  Images,  what  a 
Variety,  what  Stretch  of  Imagination!  The  Poet 
offers  all  Nature  to  our  Sight;  and  the  Philofopher 
demonfti-ates  to  us,  that  we  have  no  more  Share 
in  it  than  the  other  Creatures.  Don't  we  fee,  in 
fhort,  as  foon  as  we  diveft  ourfelves  of  our  Pre- 
judices, that  nothing  was  made  intirely  either  for 
us,  or  the  others?  The  Paffage  I  have  juft  now 
quoted  is  in  the  third  Epiflle,  wherein  the  Author 
examines  the  Nature  and  Condition  of  Man  with 
regard  to  Society,  gives  a  Detail  of  rhe  fcveral 
Centuries  and  Ages  of  the  World,  and  fhev/s  the 
Origin  of  the  firlt  Societies  fince  the  vVeationj. 
which  were  formed  by  Inftincl,  and  cerrv^nted  by 
Reafon. 

IV.  The  laft  of  thefe  four  Epiftles  t-its  of  that 
Happinefs  which  Men  court  with  fo  muc'i  Eagerncis. 
Tile  Poet  proves  that  all  may  be  happy  in  what  ftate 
foever  Heaven  has  plac'd  them;  and  that  in  order 
to  attain  to  Felicity  and  Tranquility,  there  is  nothing^ 
wanting  but  Good  Senfe  in  the  Mind,  and  Sincerity 
III  the  Heart.     The  Poet  fays, 

Afk  of  the  LearnM  the  Way,  the  Learn'd  are  blind  y 
This  bids  to  ferve,  and  that  to  ihun  Mankind: 
Some  place  the  Blifs  in  Aftion,  fome  in  Eafe; 
Thofe  call  it  Pleafure,  and   Contentment  thefe,. 
Who  thus  define  it,  fay  they,  more  or  lefs 
Than  this,  that  Happinefs  is  Happinefs? 
One  grants  his  Pleafure  is  but  Rell  from  Pain, 
One  doubts  of  all^  one  owns  even  Virtue  vain. 

Thus,, 
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Thus,  dear  Ifaac^  thou  haft  the  true  Pi£lure  of 
our  Blindnefs.  We  difpute  about  the  Definition  of 
what  is  capable  of  making  us  happy  ;  we  ramble  a 
great  way  about,  in  queft  of  what  v/e  have  already 
in  our  own  Reach,  Virtue^  Healthy  NeceJfarUs^ 
There^s  true  Happinefs  ;  whoever  enjoys  thofc 
three  things,  is  happy  in  Perfedlion  >  but  as  the  two 
latter  are  not  abfolutely  at  our  Command,  God  has 
given  a  Power  to  the  firft,  to  comfort  us  for  tb.e 
Lofs  and  Deprivation  of  the  other  two.  So  that, 
dear  Ifaac^  a  Man  is  never  extremely  unhappy,  fo 
long  as  he  is  virtuous.  Wifdom  does  not  produce 
the  ridiculous  EffL'5^s  which  the  Stoics  afcribed  to  it, 
but  'tis  a  fweet  Comforter,  that  takes  off  very  much 
of  the  Bitternefs  of  all  our  Anxieties. 

Farewell,  my  dear  Ifaac^  and  let  me  hear  from 
thee  fpeedily. 


LETTER     LIX. 

From  Jacob  Brito,  at  Venice,  to  A a- 
RON  MoNcECA,  (j/ Paris. 

'pHIS,  in  all  probability,  is  the  laft  Letter  I  fhall 
•*-  write  to  thee  from  Venice ;  for  I  reckon  to  fet 
out  the  latter-end  of  this  Week  for  Ravenna^  and 
from  thence  to  proceed  afterwards  to  Napla.  In  my 
Way  I  (hall  pafs  through  LorettOy  and  fee  that  Church- 
fo  much  boafted  of  by  the  Nazarencs^  and  fo  much 
frequented  by  thcii-  Pilgrims.  The  Roman  Pontiits 
have  granted  fo  many  Indulgences  to  thofe  who  go 
to  \^ifit  this  Temple,  that  by  this  means  they  can 

deliver 
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deliver  the  Souls  of  all  their  Anceflors  out  of  Pur- 
gatory. 

The  Courtezans  of  Venice^  whofe  Occupations 
will  not  permit  them  to  go  in  a  Pilgrimage  to  Lo- 
reiiOy  make  ufe  of  another  Expedient  for  the  Relief 
of  tlie  Dead.  They  make  Choice  of  one  Day  in  the 
Week,  which  they  devote  to  the  Relief  of  the  Souls 
in  Purgatory  :  That  Day  they  arm  themfelves  with 
an  auftere  Countenance,  putting  ofF  Sports  and: 
Merriments  till  the  next  j  every  thing  in  their  Houfe- 
lias  the  Face  of  Melancholy,  and  as  their  Good- 
will alone  is  not  fufncient  to  engage  the  Monks  ta 
pray  to  God,  they  {^.y  very  ferioufly  to  fuch  Gal- 
lants as  come  to  their  Houfes,  Sir^  you  will  he  Jo 
good  as  to  pay  me  more  than  ufual  to-day ^  becaufe  what 
I  do  is  for  the  Souls  in  Purgatory.  Then  they  produce 
feveral  Acquittances  for  Prayers,  which  are  hung 
on  a  File  by  their  Bed-fide,  to  prove  that  they  don't 
cheat,  and  that  the  Money  they  have  receiv'd  is  laid 
out  in  Prayers  and  pious  Foundations,  After  this 
Prelude  is  over,  they  work  to  fome  purpofe  for  the 
Salvation  of  Souls.  When  they  have  not  Cuftom 
enough  upon  the  Days  fet  apart  for  fuch  a  good 
Work,  they  endeavour  to  obtain  fome  Prayers  far 
the  Souls  of  their  Kindred  gratis.  And  indeed  thofe 
whom  they  employ  in  this  OfHce,  having  a  recipro- 
cal need  of  their  AiTiftance,  they  are  not  barbarous 
to  one  another,  but  eafily  compound  the  Matter  ia 
fiich  a  way  that  they  have  no  need  to  difburfe  any 
thing. 

Thou  wilt  think  the  Zeal  and  Devotion  of  thefe: 
Courtezans  extraordinary,  but  at  Venice  Debauchery 
is  reconcii'd  to  Religion  in  People  of  all  Ranks  : 
There's  fcarce  a  Monk,  a  Prieft,  Abbe,  or  my 
Lord,  but  keeps  a  Miftrefs.  When  a  Man  is  not 
rich  enough  to  keep  a  kind  Lafs  tohimfelfj  he  clubs 

with. 
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with  fome  Friend ;  and  if  the  Purfe  of  both  is  not 
fufficient,  they  take  in  a  Third  for  a  Partner.  In 
all  amorous  Contrails,  the  Damfel  takes  care  to  re- 
ferve  one  Day  of  the  Week  to  herfelf,  in  honour  of 
fomc  Saint. 

In  this  Country  there  are  a  great  many  Mothers 
v^ho  proflitute  their  own  Daughters  from  a  Prin- 
ciple of  Confcicnce,  faying,  they  do  it  to  furnifli 
them  with  an  Opportunity  of  getting  Money,  that 
they  may  have  wherewithal  to  turn  Nuns.  Is  not 
that,  dear  Mcnceca^  a  pleafant  way  of  becoming 
Virgins  ?  The  old  Rornam  never  thought  of  mak- 
ing their  Veflcl  Dames  perform  a  Noviciate  in 
the  Street  Saburra  :  Nor  is  the  Chaftity  of  the  Ve- 
netian Nuns,  Proof  againft  the  ftrongeft  Attacks ; 
their  Moral  has  nothing  in  it  that  is  rigid  ;  they 
are  more  happy  and  free  than  many  other  Women 
that  are  of  Qiiality  ;  they  receive  what  Vifitors 
they  pUafe  in  their  Parlour,  and  their  Convcrfa- 
tion  has  nothing  in  it  that's  auftere  ;  they  hear 
the  Monks  when  they  have  not  better  Bufinefs  ; 
yet  they  don't  refolve  upon  it  till  they  are  reduc'd 
to  the  lafl:  Extremity,  and  when  they  have  ab- 
folutely  loft  all  Hopes  of  getting  better  Cullies. 
Not  hut  there  are  Fryars  at  Venice^  whofe  frefli 
Compleilion  and  jocund  Airs,  are  capable  of  pro- 
ducing fome  tender  Motion  in  a  young  Woman's 
Heart ;  but  the  Fate  of  the  Monks  feems,  upon  the 
whole,  to  be  more  unhappy  at  Venice  than  in  the 
other  Cities  of  Italy  ;  however,  if  they  are  not  fo 
much  efteem'd  there,  they  have  as  much,  and 
more  Liberty.  During  the  Carnival,  they  enjoy  all- 
thc  Pleafures  of  it ;  go  to  the  Opera,  and  even  fing 
there,  or  play  upon  the  Inftruments  in  the  Orchcftre, 
whenever  the  Fancy  takes  them.  They  go  to  the 
Kidottos    (Places  where   they  play  at  tlie   famousi 

Game 
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Game  of  Pharo)  at  which  they  bet  and  lofe  the 
Church's  Money,  or  their  own.  Nothing  that  is 
lawful  for  the  moft  refolute  Soldier  to  do,  is  dif- 
paraging  to  Monkifn  Decency  at  this  Place,  and  the 
Priefe  themffclves  are  Examples  of  the  moft  infamous 
Debauchery.  The  Miftreffes  of  the  principal  Cler- 
gy are  proud  of  their  Gallants,  are  pleafed  that  the 
Public  fhou'd  know  them,  and  are  as  indjfcreet  in 
their  Intrigues  as  the  French  Fops  are  in  boafting  of 
the  Ladies  Favours. 

As  I  v/as  going  one  Day  through  a  Street  near  the 
Square  of  St.  Mark^  I  faw  a  young  Woman  at  a 
Window,  whom  1  thought  (o  pretty,  that  I  afk'd 
a  Venetian  of  my  Acquaintance  who  fhe  v.'as  ?  She 
zsy  faid  he,  /a  gentil  Donna  de  V Emment'ijfi7m  Fa>% 
tr'iarcha  di  Venetla,  i.  e.  The  charming  Miflrefs 
of  his  Eminency  the  Patriarch  of  Venice.  I  made, 
as  thou  muft  well  imagine,  dear  Monceca,  a  pro- 
found Obeifance  to  Madam  the  Patriarchefs.  About 
thirty  Steps  from  thence,  I  alfo  peiceiv'd  another 
very  amiable  Lady,  and  afking  her  Name  likewife, 
faid  my  Friend,  II pri/no  Canonico  della  Chiefa  di  Sa?i 
Marco  e  Schiavo  de  la  fua  Bellezza.  i,  e.  The  chief 
Canon  of  St.  Mark's  Church  is  a  Slave  to  her 
Charms.  Another  Bow  thou  may 'ft  be  fure  I  paid 
to  the  Miftrefs  of  the  chief  Canon  of  St.  Mark.  I 
believ'd  I  (liou'd  have  no  more  Occafion  to  afk  a 
third  Qiieftion,  but  I  faw  another  Woman,  whom 
I  thought  fo  perfect  a  Beauty,  that  I  could  not  help 
repeating  the  Qiieftion ;  h  this  too,  faid  I,  the  Property 
of  the  Church  P  Tou  are  not  iniftaken,  faid  he  ;  ^ejta 
helUJfima  Donna  e  la  Putt  ana  del  Premicerio.  i.  e^ 
This  pretty  Lady  is  the  Whore  of  the  Dean  of  St. 
Mark's.  But  whence  comes  it,  faid  I  to  my  Friend, 
that  all  the  Women  of  this  Street  are  fallen  to  the  Share_ 
of  the  Clergy  P    'Tisy   reply'd  he,    becaufe  they  live 

almoin 
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almo/i  all  hereabouts^  and  are  very  glad  to  he  near 
what  they  love.  Thofe  Ladies  whom  you  fee^  have 
great  Inter ejl  tvith  the  Clergy,  infoTuuch  that  all  the 
young  Priejls  make  their  Court  to  them  with  very  great 
Jffiduity. 

It  happenM  fome  time  ago,  that  the  Patriarch's 
Miftrefs,  whom  we  jiift  now  faw,  had  a  Qiiarrel 
with  the  Miftrefs  of  the  Legate  of  tlie  fovereign 
Pontiff,  which  was  an  Affair  wherein  all  the  Clercry 
were  engag'd  and  divided.  The  Fryars  took  part 
with  the  Legate,  and  the  fecular  Priefts  w^ith  the 
Patriarch.  Thefe  two  illuflrious  Lovers  entcr'd 
into  the  Quarrel  of  their  Concubines  with  very  great 
Warmth ;  and  that  the  Public  might  not  know  the 
<}round  of  their  Hatred,  they  pleaded  fome  Pundi- 
lios  of  Honour  for  a  Pretext,  which  gave  them  a 
Handle  to  thwart  each  other  upon  all  Occafions. 
The  Senate,  which  hated  thofe  Difcuflions,  and 
was  very  fludious  to  keep  up  Peace  and  Union  in 
the  Republic,  fignify'd  to  the  Court  of  Rome.,  that 
they  would  do  well  to  fend  another  Legate  to  Venice^ 
which  was  accordingly  comply 'd  with.  The  old 
Legate  being  recall'd,  took  Signiora  Clara  along 
with  him,  and  fettled  her  in  a  very  fine  Houfe  a^t 
Rc7ne,  where  they  pafs  their  Time  happily. 

The  Legates  or  Ambafladors  of  the  fovereio-n 
Pontiff,  are  apt  to  raife  Troubles,  and  foment  Di- 
vifions  in  the  Dominions  to  which  their  Mafler  fends 
them.  The  abominable  Slaughter  on  St.  Bartho- 
lomew'^ Day,  was  owing  to  the  pernicious  Counfels 
of  a  Legate  *,  fent  to  Charles  IX.  King  of  France  ; 
who  concerted  with  that  perfidious  Ambaffador  the 
Death  of  the  King  of  Navarre  f,  and  of  all  the 
Nazarems  who  were  not  Papifls.     The  Roman  Le- 

*  The  Cardinal  Alexandrin. 
+  Who  was  afterwards /^^;;r>  IV.  King  of /r<?«r^. 

g^te 
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gate  did  not  care  that  the  King's  Marriage  with  the 
•Princefs  Margaret^  fhou'd  be  made  ufe  of  as  a  Pre- 
text for  it  ;  but  Charles  IX.  having  convinced  him 
that  it  was  a  fure  way  to  be  reveng'd  of  their  Ene- 
mies, he  confented  to  it  without  any  Scruple,  every 
thing  being  reckoned  good  and  lawful,  provided 
they  cou'd  cut  the  Throats  of  the  Adverfaries  of  the 
Court  of  Rome. 

Certain  Naxarenes,  whom  I  have  talk'd  with 
sbout  this  A6lion,  have  endeavoured  to  excufe  the 
Legate,  and  to  throw  the  Blame  upon  the  King, 
But  the  Fa£l  is  authentically  prov'd  by  an  unex- 
ceptionable Perfon,  who  knew  it  from  Perfons  that 
had  a  Hand  in  it  *. 

Is  there  any  thing  fo  (hocking,  dear  Monceca^  as 
to  make  the  moft  facred  Things  fubfervient  to  Mur- 
der and  Slaughter,  and  to  cover  the  moft  pernicious 
Defigns  with  the  Cloke  of  Friendfhip  and  Kindred  ? 
What  a  Marriage,  juft  God,  was  this  of  the  King 
of  Navarre  f  The  Furies  lighted  up  HymetC scotch ^ 
and  Horror,  Rage,  Cruelty,  Defpair,  and  Impiety 
.preilded  at  the  Ceremony.  I  confent^  faid  Charles 
•JX.  to  the  Legate,  to  conclude  the  Marriage  with  the 
King  of  Navarre,  for  no  other  Keaf on  hut  to  he  re' 
veng^d  on  mine  Ene?nies^ — and  to  chajiife  fuch  great 
Rebels.  This  King,  who  thirfted  for  tlie  Blood 
•of  his  Subjects,  offer'd  to  give  the  perfidious  Am- 
baflador  a  Ring,  to  infure  the  Crime  v/hich  he  was 
contriving.     But^  fays  an  Italian  Hiftorian,  he  re* 

*  His  Holinefs  added,  that  v/hen  the  News  of  the 
Tranfadlion  on  St.  Bartholome'vS'%  Day,  came  to  Rente ^ 
the  Cardinal  Alexandrin  faid,  God  be  prais'd  !  The  King 
of  France  has  kept  his  Word  n^jith  me.  His  Holinefs 
faid,  he  knew  all  this  by  being  at  that  time  Auditor 
to  the  faid  Cardinal,  and  his  Companion  in  the  whole 
Journey.     Cardinal  OiTatV  Letter  from  Rome,  22  Sept. 
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fufed  to  take  Pledges  for  the  Securitj  of  tire  JVord  of 
Jo  great  a  King ;  tho\  after  St.  Bartholomew' j  Dar^ 
Cluirles  IX.  fnt  him  that  Ring  as  a  Token  of  his 
Adherence  to  his  Oaths  *. 

Are  thefe,  dear  Monceca^  Orths  that  are  fit  to 
be  put  in  Execution  ?  The  Performance  of  them 
is  even  more  execrable  than  the  Promife.  How 
happy  wou'd  it  have  been  for  France .^  if  Charles  IX. 
haJ  entertainM  the  fame  Opinion  of  the  Legate, 
as  a  French  Poet  put  into  the  Mouth  of  one  of  his 
Heroes : 

— — -  Non^  je  ne  promis  rien. 
X.e  Legat  f  Injlrument  d'une  indigne  Foihlejfe^ 
S^empara  de  mon  Ca'ur,  en  di£la  la  Promeffe, 
S*il  ne  rneut  infpire  ce  barhare  dejjein^ 
Aion  Cceur  nauroit  jamais  pro?nis  dufang  Hu?nain  J. 

/.  e. No,  I  promife  nothing.     The  Legate, 

a  Tool  of  bafe  Folly,  having  won  my  Heart,  dic- 
tated to  it  what  I  foou'd  promife.  If  he  had  not 
infpirM  me  with  that  barbarous  Dcfign,  I  fhould 
never  ha\'e  had  the  Heart  to  make  a  Promife  of 
fhcddino;  human  Blood. 

This  Paflagc  puts  mc  In  mind  of  another  by  the 
•fame  Autiior,  which  gives  a  perfect  Ciiaradlcr  of 
the  Policy  of  the  Court  of  Rctne. 

'Ocji  ainft^  qii'^n  perdant  la  Pere  par  le  Fils^ 
Kome  devient  fatale  a  tons  fes  Ennernis  1| . 

*  The  Life  of  Pope  Pius  V.  by  Girolamo  Caten^^ 
written  in  Italian,  and  printed  at  Ro7ne  by  Alexander 
"Gerdano  in  1588.  Catena  fays,  that  Charles  IX.  caus'd 
this  Motto  to  be  engrav'd  on  the  Ring,  Ncc  Pietas  poj/it 
mea  fanguine  fol'vi. 

-f-  'Tis  in  the  Original  Neptune, 

X   Crebillon  in  Idomeneus, 

jj  Ditto  in  Rbadamijius^ 
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/.  e.   Thus  does  Rome^  by  making  the  Son  the 
Executioner  of  the  Father,  become  fatal  to  all  her 

JEnemies. 

The  moft  crafty  and  moft  dangerous  Policy  be- 
comes innocent  among  the  Romans^  and  all  the  Ita- 
lians in  general,  v/hen  'tis  capable  of  anfwering  their 
Aim.  Happy  are  tbofe  Nations,  dear  Monceca^ 
v/hofe  Politics  are  only  a  Science  to  point  out  the 
Snares  that  Men  lay  for  us,  fo  as  we  may  avoid  them, 
and  not  to  punifh  one  Crime  by  another,  and  to 
authorize  the  fouleft  Deeds  J 

Another  Legate,  during  the  Wars  which  Henry 
IV.  was  oblig'd  to  fuftain,  before  he  came  to  the 
peaceable  PolFeffion  of  his  Throne,  did  what  he 
cou'd  to  debauch  his  Majefty's  Subjects  and  Soldiers  ; 
and  for  this  end  employ 'd  Promifes,  Menaces,  In- 
treaties,  and  above  all  Indulgences,  which  are  the 
Coin  that  the  Court  of  Rome  lays  out  more  freely 
than  any  other  Species.  He  wouM  fain  have  de- 
coyM  his  General  d'Jnglure  de  Givrr,  and  in  or- 
der to  perfuade  him  to  abandon  the  King's  Caufe, 
he  told  him  of  his  Merit,  and  the  Reputation  which 
he  had  acquired.  But  all  his  flattering  Speeches 
ferv'd  to  no  Purpofe,  GivrVs  Loyalty  to  the  King 
was  always  fteady.  The  Legate  perceiving  that  he 
cou'd  not  fliake  it,  exriorted  him  however,  as  he 
profefs'd  himfelf  a  good  Nazarme  Papift,  to  beg 
iPardon  for  all  that  was  paft  of  the  fovereign  Pon- 
tiff, and  of  him  who  was  his  Reprefentative, 
giving  liim  to  underftand  that  he  defir'd  nothing 
better  than  to  grant  it  to  him.  This  Givri,  who 
was  naturally  a  pleafant  Droll,  fell  on  a  fudden  at 
the  Feet  of  the  Legate,  and  afk'd  for  Pardon  with 
a  very  contrite  Air,  for  all  the  Evils  that  he  had 
brought  upon  the  Parifians^  who  were  the  fove- 
reign Pontiff's  Adherents.  During  this,  the  Legate 
wav'd  his  Right-hand  over  his  Head,  and  mutter 'd 

certain 
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Cv--".  tain  Words  between  his  Teeth,  which  the  Naxa- 
renes  call  Abfohitioji,  But  G/Yvt  ifit^irrupting  liim, 
faid  to  him  very  ferloufly,-  /  beg  you  to  grant  me  Ah- 
Joltitionalfo  for  the  Time  to  come ^  becaufe  1  am  really 
refoh'd  to  treat  the  Enemies  of  the  King  my  Adajler 
even  ivorfe  than  ever.  Then  the  Legate  (reitir.g  and 
fuming  to  find  himfelf  banter'd,  revok'd  the  Pij-joii 
which  he  had  juft  granted  to  Givrf,  who  fufFcr'd 
him  to  take  back  his  Abfolution  ;  and  laugliing  in 
his  Face,  he  withdrew  from  him,  and  continued 
loyal  to  his  Prince  *. 

It  all  the  'Nazarr-'iC  Papifls  had  been  as  virtuous* 
and  as  honeft  as  this  loyal  Subjcft  was,  France ^. 
which  always  fubmitted  to  the  So^xreigns  that.  God 
fct  over  her,  had  not  fallen  a  Prey  to  Di fcord  and  D.'- 
vifion.  Mad  Supcrrtition  in  the  Monaftic  Habit  had 
not  forc'd  one  Brother  to  imbrue  his  Hands  in  the 
Blood  of  anothej-,  and  Religion  had  never  fervM  r<>; 
a  Cloak  to  Rebellion, 

This  is  a  Principle,  dear  Moncecc^  o^  vvhicJi  \ 
think  every  honeft  Man,  and  every  loyal  Subjec?: 
muft  be  convinc'd.  Tho'  a  Monarch  w^ere  to  turn 
Turk^  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  taken  to  \i\\\\  ought  to  be 
kept  facredly.  HorM  !  (metiiiiiks  I  hear  fome  c  y 
out)  what  when  they  go  to  force  the  Conference?  And 
can  Monarchs  featcd  on  t)ieir  Thrones  chuie  v/hat 
Religion  they  will  be  of?  I'heir  F:iith  mull  be  L-t 
the  Choice  of  their  Subje<5ls  :  A  Man  mult  be  either 
a  Fool,  or  Mad,  or  Romantic,  to  mcintiin  fuch  an 

*  Gcfiu  fcxo  fpplex,  ^  comp'jfito  Vulru^  Vcnium  fe 
centra  Parificnfes  adr.iiylrum  pet  ere  prof ejjui  ejl,  tnte>- 
fojitaque  aliqud  mord^  ^uo.Ji  faio  Rem  gereret^  poliqziaTK 
a  Cardi'riali  BenediSilonem  accepit,  antequam  fur<Terct^ 
itiam  futurorum  Gratiam  f.hi  Jieri  petjit  -,  nam  decre-viffe 
contra  Parifeti/cs  acriiisquam  antea  Belhmgerere:  qui '.us. 
didii,  cum  Rifu  fe  a  Car  di  nulls  G  rat  lam  fuSlam  renjoc::n- 
Hi  ccnfpe^u  j';ibdu?iit,      Thuanus  Tom.   IV'.  p.    154. 

V0L»   II.  H  ^rx^' 
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■Extravagant  Opinion.  If  I  were  a  Sovereign  of  a 
Nazarcne  Country,  I  v/ould  eftablifh  a  certain 
Temple  where  I  v/ould  appoint  candid  honeft  Lay- 
men to  preach  jp  a  Syflem  of  Morality,  which 
fhou'd  be  a  Counterpoife  to  that  of  the  Monks. 
How  happy  wou'd  it  have  been  for  Henry  III,  and 
bis  Succel'ior,  if  there  had  b«"en  fuch  Preachers  at 
Pdrls  to  babnce  thofe  of  the  League,  and  thofe  that 
were  fcnt  to  that  City  by  the  Pontiffs  and  the  Spa- 
vlards  !  Thefe  latter  being  eternally  at  enmity  with 
tlie  French^  but  always  overcome  by  them  in  the 
Time  of  their  greateft  Divifion,  defpairing  of  being" 
ever  able  to  bring  them  under,  employed  the  Poifon 
of  Monkifti  Fury  : 

Helas  I  die  a  cles  Rois  egorgk  le  plus  grand  /* 
Alas  !  it  cut  the  Throat  of  the  greateft  of  Kings  | 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Monceca  \  as  foon  as  I  can 
■write  thou  fhalt  hear  from  me.  May  the  God  of 
our  Fathers  profper  thee  with  abundance. 

*   Racine  in  Athalia  : 

Helas  !  its  ont  des  Rois  egare  le  plus  /age  f 

i.  e,  Alas  [  they  have  milled  the  wifeft  of  Kings. 
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LETTER     LX. 

Fro?n  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  t§ 
Isaac  Onis,  ^  Caraue,  lately  a  Rabbi  ^ 
at  Conftantinople. 

Y  Make  no  doubt,  dear  Ifaac,  but  thou  art  arrived 
-*•   by  this  time  at  Alexandria.     If  thou  make  ft  ajiy 
ftay  there  before  thou  proceedeft  to  Cairo^  thou  wilt 
do  me  a  Pleafure  to  write  fome  account  to  me  of 
the  Antiquities  there,  of  which,  I  am  afTured,  there 
is  a  great  Number,  and  that  Time  has  fpared  feveral 
Pieces  which  are  flill  preferred  intire ;  and  many 
more  there  wou'd  have  been  if  the  Barbarity  of  the 
Turks.,  the  Fury  of  War,  and   the  Avarice  of  the 
Inhabitants  had  not  prov'd  the  Ruin  of  a  great  Num- 
ber   of  Stru6liires   which   have    been    puli'd   down 
either  from  a  Principle  of  Superftltion,  or  from  the 
Kxpe6lation  of  Gold  hid  in  the  Foundations,  or  in 
their  thick  Walls.     A  Number  of  Columns   have 
been  demoliOi'd  in  hopes  of  finding   Medals   under 
their  Cafes,  like  to  thofe  which  had  already  been 
difcover'd  under  otheTs.    Therefore  the  fined  Pieces 
of  Architecfiure  were  inhumanly  broke  to  pieces  ; 
and  as  to  thofe  that  are  left  {landing,  we  are  only 
obliged  for  it  to  their  unfhaken  Solidify. 

When  I  was  at  Conj}anthofh\  I  frequently  dif- 
courfed  wiih  fome  'Jews  that  had  travell'd  to  Eg^y^.^ 
who  told  me  a  great  many  tilings  of  which  I  fhou'd 
be  glad  to  know  the  Truth  under  thy  hand.  They 
alfo  afDar'd  ine  that  the  Manners  of  the  Egyptians  dif- 
fer in  a  great  many  things  from  thofe  of  tiie  Turks 
H  2  who 
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%vho  ll\^e  at  ConJia7itinople^  and  over  all  Greece.  In- 
form me  therefore,  dear  Ifaac^  of  all  thefe  matters, 
which  I  fhall  be  Mafter  of  with  Certainty,  when  1 
receive  the  Information  from  a  Perfonof  thy  Wifdom 
and  Judgment.  In  exchange  for  thy  Intelligence,  I 
will  endeavour  to  give  thee  feme  Remarks  upon  the 
Manners  and  Cuiloms  of  the  Countries  which  I  fliall 
travel  through,  after  I  leave  Frame  ;  for  my  Affairs 
will  be  foon  finifli'd  at  Paris,  (o  that  I  purpofe  to 
fet  out  from  thence  in  a  Month  or  two  ;  and  I  (hall 
be  oblig'd  to  make  a  Tour  into  Flanders^  and  from 
thence  I  fnall  pafs  over  to  England. 

I  couM  wifh  that  the  Chevalier  de  Ma'ifin  were  to 
accompany  me  in  the  Voyage,  for  I  fhou'd  think  my- 
felf  very  happy  if  I  cou'd  have  fo  excellent  a  Compa- 
iiion.  I  have  infinite  Obligations  to  that  Gentleman, 
ibr  he  helps  me  every  Day  to  a  thorough  Knowledge 
of  his  Countrymen,  and  explains  even  the  minuteft 
Difficulties.  Yeflerday  he  carried  me  to  the  Houfe 
of  an  Author  of  his  Acquaintance,  who  is  reckon'd 
to  have  one  of  tlie  beft  Pens  in  France :  We  found 
him  with  two  other  Authors  in  Company,  and  they 
feem'd  all  three  to  be  engaged  in  a  very  warm  Dif- 
pute  ;  fo  that  they  hardly  took  notice  of  us  when 
we  came  into  the  Room,  But  the  Chevalier  de 
Jllaifm  prefenting  me  to  his  Friend,  the  three  learned 
Gentlemen  grew  a  little  calmer  when  they  faw  we 
-vvere  come  to  join  them.  After  CompHments  were 
pafs'd,  the  Chevalier  de  Maifin  was  curious  to  knov/ 
v/hat  the  three  learned  Gentlemen  were  difputing 
about.  '  Gentlemen,  faid  he,  may  one  afiC  you 
^  what  is  the  Topic  you  are  debating  ?  Is  it  Meta- 

<  phvfics,  Mathematics,  or  Natural  Philofophy  ?  It 

<  relates  to  Authorfhip,  faid  the  Chevalier's  Friend, 
*  and  by  confequence  is  of  m^ich  more  Importance 
^  to  the  Republic  cf  Literature  :    For   the   Point 

which 
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'  which  is  of  the  greateft  Advantage  and  the  molt 

*■  eflential  to  the  Being  of  Scholars,  is  the  Means  of 

*  Subfiftance  ;  yet  this  is  what  the  B.ookfeilers  oppofc  5. 

*  and  if  the  Government  docs  not  make  fonic  Ro- 

*  gulation  for  checking  their  Avarice,  all  Authors 

*  mult  be  content  for  the  future  to  enjoy  thofe  tranf- 

*  parent  Bodies,  that  fhall  recjuire  no  Nourifhrnent. 

*  Is  it  not  furprifing  that  a  Bookfcljer  fhou'd  allow 

*  the  Abbe  Grifonet  but  fix  lyivres  a  Sheet  for  his 
*■  Romances  ?   Six  Livres  !  faid  one  of  the  Authors^. 

*  the  very  Abbe  that  was  mention'd  j  and  if  you 
^  pleafe  M.  Tragcd'in^  you  may  reckon  the  corrcdl- 

*  ing  of  the   Proof  fl^eets  into  the  bargain.     1  ins 

*  is  abominable  !    r(?ply'd  the   Chevalier's  Friend  ; 

*  you  difhonour  the  Majefty  of  tiie  Profeflion  of  ww 

*  Author,  by  finking  it  to  fix  Livres  per  Sheet, 

*  including  the   trouble  of  Correcting.     It  wcic-:i 

*  hundred  times  better  to  be  ftarv'd  to  death. 

*   But,   M.  Tragedln^  reply 'd  tlie  third  of  thofe 

*  Writers  who  had  not  yet  fpoke,  you  don't  con- 

*  fider  that  Venter  caret  auribus^  The  hungry  Belly 

*  has  no  Ears.     'Tis  a  very  eafy  matter  for  you  to 

*  preach  up  the  Grandeur  and  Dignity  which  ought 

*  to   ftine   in  our  au2;uft  Charad:er  \  you   have   a 

*  tolerable  Income,  ?>.x\^  may  therefore  defy  the 
'  Avarice  of  the  Bookfellers  :  But  if,  as  it  very 
'  often  happens  with  me,   3  ou  had  w^ork'd  all  the 

*  Day,  and  had  taken  but  one  Di(li  of  Coffee,  and 
<  that  upon  Tick  at  Gra dot's  *,  you  wou'd  be 
^  very  glad  to  let  your  Works  go  at  the  Price  that 
«   is   bid  for   them.     Indeed   you  are   very   happv, 

*  M.  Poetiijler^  reply 'd  the  Abbe,   to  have  Credit 

*  A  CofFee-houfe  at  the  Foot  of  the  Fcnt-neuf,  the 
Ecndezvaus  of  pretended  Wits. 

H  3,  «  at 
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*  at  Gradot^s :  'Tis  now  a  Fortnight  fince  I  loft 

*  that  fame  Favour ;  for  his  Wife  brought  me  in  a 

*  Bill   of  Two  tboufand  nine  hundred  and  thirt}v 

*  two  Diihes  of  Coffee,  which  not  being  able  to 

*  pay,  fhewou'dgive  me  Credit  no  longer.     What, 

*  Sir,   faid  the   Chevalier  de  Maifm^  do  you  owe 

*  for  Two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two 
«  Difhes  of  Coffee  ?  Yes,  reply'd  the  Author  ;  I 
*•  have    not   given    the    Coffee-man    a    Penny    for 

*  thefe  nine  Years  paft,  and  one  Diih  a  Day  comes 

*  exadly  to  that  Acccmpt,  allov/ing  for  the  Leap- 
■*  years.  I  thought  to  have  paid  off  the  three 
<  iirft  Years  Bcbt  out  of  the  Money  that  I  fhould 

*  get  by  a  certain   Manufcript,  but  not  receiving 

*  half  the   Sum    that   I  expelled  for   it,    I    cou'd 

*  not  do    it.      However,  I  fancy,.   M.   PcetaJleVy 

*  continued  the  Author^  that   you    owe  as  much  as 

*  I  do ;  for  we  were  admitted  Members  of  Parncj- 

*  Jus  at  the   fame  Time,  and   both  of  us  inftall'd 

*  upon  the  fame  Day  in  the  Coffee-houfe  of  Wits. 

*  That's  true,  reply'd  the    other  Author^    but    fore- 

*  feeing  that  the  fame   Misfortune    might   happen 

*  to  m.e,  as  has  happen'd   to  you,   I  prefcnted  the 

*  Coffee- woman  fome  time  ago  with  a  Sonnet,  ia 

*  which  I  prais'd  her  extravagantly.  She  gave  me 
^  fix  Months  longer   Credit,  and  I  hope  to  be  able 

*  to  pay  her    in    that   Time,    v/hen    I  fliall  have 

*  finifli'd  my  Vniverfal  Hijiory  in  eighteen  Volumes 

*  in  Folio.  I  was  in  hopes  my  Baker  wou'd  have 
*.  given  me  leave  to  dedicate  it  to  him,  on  the  pro- 

vifo  of  fupplying  me  with  Bread  for  eight  Years 
S'raiis  ;  but  he  was  deaf  to  my  Propofal  ;  for  the  ' 
Man  is  not  fo  fond  of  Immortality  as  Money, 
Mean  time  I  am  not  at  all  forry  that  I  did  not 
ftrike  his  Bargain  with  him,  becaufe  I  have  ano- 
ther Perfon  in  View,  who  will  undoubtedly  be  of 
more  Service  to  me. 

<  I  really 
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'  I  really  fear,   replfd  the   Abbe   Grifonet,  th;it 

*  you  reckon  without  your  Hoft:  The  Financiers 
'  are  fenfible  how  ridiculous  it  makes  them  to  de- 
'   dicatc  Books  to  them,  and  that  v/hen  a  Knave  is 

*  prais'd,  'tis  done  on  purpofe  to  expofc  him  the 
'  more  to  the  Deriiion  of  tlie  Public.  The  fine 
'  Sparks,  and   the  Men   of  Qi^iality  are  almoft  as 

*  much  diilrefs'd  in  their  pecuniary  Affairs,  as  the 
'  Authors.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Long  Robe 
^  fancy  that  thev  ou^ht  to  pay  nothing  for  Epifllts 
'  Dedicatory,  but  Thanks  ;  and  the  rich  Men  of 
'   Wit  nothing  but  Praife :   And  if  I  may  fpeak  mv 

*  Mind,   it  mufl  foon  ccmc  to  fiich  a  pafs  tiiat  Au- 

*  thors  will  be   glad  to  follow  the  Examples  of  a 

*  Writer  of  our  Time,  who  only  dedicates  his  Books 
'  to  the  Shades  and  Manes  of  the  Dead. 

'  I  have  a  Subje(Sl:,  fiiid  another  Author  v;ho  is 

*  not  in  the  fame  Cafe  with  any  of  thofe  you  mcn- 
'  tion,  I  mean  the  new  King  of  Corf.ca^  who  I 
'  doubt  not  will  be  over-joy 'd  at  his  new  Accefnoii 
'  to  the  Crown,  to  receive  Marks  of  the  Joy 
'  which  it  gives  to  the  chief  Members  of  the  Com- 
'  monwealth  of  Learning.     I  will   even    make  i(: 

*  plain   to   all    Europe  in   the    Epiflle    Dedicator/ 

*  which  1  iLall   addrefs   to  him,   that    he  h<;s  Law- 

*  ful  Rights  to  Ccrfica,     As   to   that  M.'.ttcr,    re- 
*■  ply^d    the    Chei'aUer    de    Maifin    with    a    Smilc^ 
'  you  will  give  me  leave  to  think  that  you"!  fiiiil 
'  it  a  hard  Tafk  to  make  out  a  Paradox  fo  ex- 
'  traordinary.      Pardon    me  Sir,     rrpl/d    the    Au- 
thor^ V\\  fet  about  it  thus  ;   I  v/ill   prove    in  the 
firft   place,  that  in  the  firft  Government   of  the- 
Corficansy  Ballards  were  capable  of  fucceeding  to 

^  the  Crown.     Afterwards  1  v/ill  caufe  one  of  the 

antient  Princes  of  Corftca  to  travel  into  Germany^ 

where    in    the  County  of  la  Mark  he   fnall    be 

marry'd    clandeftinely   without    any    Formality 

H  4  and* 
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*  and  without  any  other  Witnefs  but  the  God  of- 

*  Love,  with  a  Daughter  of  the  Family  of  Islieu- 

*  hoff^  and  confequently  upon  this  firft  Baftard  ca- 

*  pable  of  fucceeding  to  the  Crown  oiCorf^ca^  I  will 
'   eflablifh  the  Rights  of  rhendore  L 

*  I  fubmit,  fa'id  the   Chevalier  de   Maifin,  and  I, 
^-  own  to  you,  M.  Poetajhr^  that  I  cou'd  never 

*  have  thought  you  wou'd  have  hit  upon  fuch  an. 
■'^  Expedient.     The  only  Qiieftion  now  is,  whether 

^  t\iZ  new  King  of  Ccrp.ca  will  take  it  very  v/ell* 
'  that  you  fiiculd  derive  his  Pedigree  from  this 
'    Bailard  ?  He  v/ould    be   in  the  v/rong   to  take  it 

*  amifs,   rcph/d  the  Juihor^  but  to  prove  to  hint 

*  that  'tis  no  Blot  in  his  Efcutcheon,  I  will  take 
^  care  to  inftance  the  Sultans  to  him,  v/ho  are  alj^ 

*  rnerrv-begotten  Children,  and  not  born  in  law- 
^  ful  \Vcdlock. 

*  I  am,  faid  the  Abbe  Grifonet,  of  M.   Poeta- 
>  /?^r's  Opinion,  and   Theodore  ought  to   be  fatis- 

*  fied  with  a  Vindication  of  his   AcceHion  to  that 

*  Crown,  let  it  be  perform'd  how  it  will.    I  wou'd 

*  fain,    provided   it  does   not  difoblige  M.   Poeta- 

*  Jter.,  and  that  he  thought  it  wou'd  not  prejudice 

*  the  Dedication  of  his  Vniverfal  HiJJory^   dedicate 

*  to  the  fame  jVIonarch  the  Life  of  Prince  Eugene, 

*  which  1  fl-iall  Enifn  in  a  Day  or  tv^^o.  Have  you 
'  wrote  iJie  Life  of  Prince  Eugene,  faid  the 
*•  Chevalier  do  Maifm  ?  Yes,  Sir,  reply d  the  Jbhe^ 
^  I  bea;an  it  the  very  Day  that  his  Death  was  pub- 

*  hih'd  in  the  Gazette.  The  Bookfcller  for  whom 
'  I  work  2;ave  it   out  everv  where  that  I  was  upon 

*  it,     for  Tear  m.y  ProjeA   ihould    be    ftole   from 

<  me,  and  another  get  the  Start  of  me.     To  be 

*  furc,  faid  the  Chevalier  de  Maifm,  you  have  had 

*  fevcral  Memoirs  com.municated  to  you  ?  I  have 

<  the  Gazettes^  and  Hlftorical  Mercuries^  reply  d  the 

*  AhbL    With  tlicfe  Helps  cnlv.  Thanks  to  Ctou, 
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«  and  to  the  Defire  of  getting  Money,  I  have  wrote 
'  thirty-two  Sheets  in  eleven  Days  and  a  halt,  and  I 

*  am  juft  at  the  End  of  my  Work.     But  as  quick 
<  as   1   write,  I  work  very  flowly  in  comparifon 

*  with  M.  Poeta/ier^    who  in  a  Year  and  a  half 

*  w^rote  his  Univerfal  H'l/Jory,  for  he  finifh'd  a  Vo- 
«  lume  in  P'olio  every  Month  j  and  yet  I  am  alTur'd 

*  that  whenever  it  comes  out,  it  will  be  efteem'd 
«  by  all  good  Judges. 

'  You  are  too  good  to  me,  replfd  the  ether  Ju- 
*-  thor,  I  don't  deferve  thefc  Praifes.  Indeed  I 
«  might  perhaps  have  pcrform'd   fomething  tolera- 

*  ble^  if  I  had  fpent  a  little  more  Time  upon  it  j 

*  but  I  tax'd  my  felt"  at  three  printed  Sheets  a  Day, 

*  which  (vood  or   bad,  1  was   under  a  Nccefiity  of 

*  finifhinoii  for  ctherwife  a  Man  cannot  live.     In 

*  plain  Terms,  fuch  as  is  the  Pay,  fuch  is^  the 
«  Work.     As  to  promoting  the  Sale  of  the  Book 

*  vv'hcn  'tis  printed,  that's  the  BookfcUers  Bjifmcfs.. 
*•  If  any  are  left  upon  their  ILmds  in  their  Shops,  'tis 
«•  fo  much  the  worfe  for  tliem.    When  I  want  Mo- 

*  ney,  and  the  Work  is  in  ha{le,  I  fet  all  my  Peo- 

*  pic  at  Work  5  my  Wife  dictates,  my  Children 
•write,  and  I  revife.  the  wholes  and  when  that's 

*  done,  leave  it  to  take  its  Fate. 

••  You  are  a  happy  Man,  p.'d  the  Abbs  Grlfonet, 
«  to  have  furh  Alhlbnce  at  hand  ;  but  I  who  iiavu 

*  neither  Wife  nor  Children,  am  cbhg'd  to  do  al\. 

*  myfelf  J  but  however,  when  a  thing  is  out  of  my 
«  Hand,  I  don't  take  the  Trouble  of  revifmg  it.  ^ 

'  I  don't  blame  you,  /aid  the  ChcvjUer  de  Mai^ 
«  fin's  Friend^  fmce  the  "Bookfellers  are  indin'd  to. 

*  fcrew  you  to  fuch  Termn,  you  are  in  the  right 
<  to  deal  with  thera  as  you  do,-     And  notwiih- 

*  {landing  my  Ambition  for  Fame,    I. fancy  thai 

*  I  Ihou'd  hurrv  my  Work  a.s  you  do.  If  I  were 
*'  prcfb'd  m\}\  Hu J iger  ^  and  I  own  to  you  that  I  am. 

"     U  5  *-ob%Ui 
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«  obligM  for  half  my  Genius  to  the  Tranquility  of 
'  my  Stomach,  which  I  can  flitisfy  before  I  take 
'  Pen  in  Hand. 

I  know  not,  dear  Ifaac^  how  thou  reHfheft  the 
Converfation  of  thefe  Authors,  but  I  tiiought  it 
^o  ridiculous  that  I  couM  not  help  imparting  it  to 
tliee. 

Fare  thee  v/ell ;  and  let  me  have  the  Pleafure 
of  hearing  from  thee  oftener. 


LETTER     LXL 

Frorn  Aaron  Monceca  at  Paris,  to 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite^  lately  a  Rabhcy 
at  Conftantinople. 

A  S  I  went  from  the  Author's  Houfe  that  I  men- 
"^^  tion'd  in  my  lail,  the  Chevalier  de  Ma'ifin  dc- 
:6r'd'  me  to  go  with  him  to  a  Bookfeller  in  ^i. 
"J.aTfies's-Ji'reet^  where  he  wanted  to  buy  fomie  Books'. 
When  he  arrivM  at  his  Shop  he  found  him  very  an- 
gry, and  fcolding  at  his  Wife,  Child,  'PrenticeSj 
l^c,  IVhafs  the  mattsr^  Sir,  faid'he  to  him,  yoi^ 
jee?n  to  he  very  much  out  of  Temper  ?  '  What's  the 
'  matter.  Sir,  anjwer'd  the  Bookfeller,  I  v/ifb  that 

*  all  Authors  and  Correctors  too  Vv^ereat  the  Devil, 
*-  and  that  the  whole  Race  of  'em  had  ht^n  extinct 
>  for  above  a  hundred  Years  paft.  But  pray  tell  me, 
•■  faid  the  Chevalier  de  Maifm,  what  is  it  makes  you 

*  fo  uneafv  ?  Perhaps  I  might  be  of  fome  fervice 
*•  to  you.  I  will  teli  you,  yW^  the  Bookfeller,  and 
'  leave  you  to  judge  whether  fuch  an  Accident 
«  cou'd  have  happen'd  to  me  if  I  had  not  been  born 

*  lindgr  a  very  unlucky  Planet. 

*  You 
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'  You  know  die  Hiilory  of  Thuanus^  or  M.  dt 

*  Thou^   'tis  really  a  very  good  Book ;   I  had  under- 

*  taken  to   reprint  a  Tranflation   of  it,    corrected. 
'  and   inrich'd  with  Notes.      But   fijrely  the  Devil. 

*  vi^as  in  theV/ind,  for  all  my  Projects  are  vanifli'd 

*  in  Sinoak,  and   my  Money  is  cvaporared   to  no- 

*  thing.     1  had  contradted  with  an  Author  for  this 

*  Work  at  Nine  hundred  Livere,  and  thought  I  had 
'  made   an   excellent   Bargain.     I   pray  hear  now 

*  what  happen'd  ;   the    Author   who   undertook  to 

*  revife  this  Hiftorian,  did  not  underhand  Latin^ 
<   and  talked  very  bad  French,     In   order  to  fupply 

*  thofe  Defeats,  he  took  a  German  into  Partncrlhip 

*  with  him,  who  indeed  undcrftood  a  little  l.ailn^. 

*  but  his  French  was  a  very  bad  Jargon.  Thefe 
'   two   cur  fed  Authors  fet  about  the  Work,  and  in 

*  the  mean  time  I  advanced  my  Money  to  them 
«  at  fix,  and  four  Piiioles  at  a  time :  At  lall,  after 
'  having  given  them  near  Three  hundred  Livres, 
'  I  wanted    to    fee  how    it    was    performM    be- 

*  fore  I  paid  any  more.  Therefore  I  caus'd  fome 
'  of  the  Tomes  which  were  put  into  my  Inlands  as- 
*■  perfe«5i:   and   correct,  to   be  revifed  :   They   who 

*  cxamin'd  them  found  them  deteftable :  The  old 
'  Tranflation  was  marr'd  inftead  of  mended  ;  and 
'  the  new  one  was  neither  Frctuh^  Duich^  ItaUut!^ 
'  nor  Spanljh :  In  (hort,  there  was  no  gueiBng  wha'. 

*  Language  thofe  two  damn'd  Blotters  of  Paper  wrot-^ 

*  in  ;  yet  'twas  vifible  that  their  Idiom  was  rather 
'   Gafcon^  or  that  of  Frcuencc^  than  any  other.     \\\ 

*  a  Rivore  I  refcued  mv  W^ork  Uorjx  fuch  bad  Hc.nci: .;; 

*  but  I  can't  be  eafy  for  the  I.ofs  of  my  Money , 

*  and  am  relblv'd  to  fall  out  hereafter  with  all  Au- 

*  thors,  right  or  wrong.* 

'  Your 

*  A  Dutch  Bookfcller  having  a  mfrd  to  reprint   rjie 

Frmch  Tranflation  of  M.  de  Thou,  which  was  pubiilh'a 

H  6  ur 
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«  Your  Anger,   /z/i  //j^  Chevalier  de   Maifin^., 
'  will  be  over  ;   and  I  am  fure  that  you  v/ou'd  not 

*  care  to  be  embroil'd  with  the  Journalifts,  tho'  it 
*■  were  even  with  thofe  of  Trevmx,  whofe  Works 
*■  are  not  to  be  met  with  now,  but  in  the  Shops  of 
*■  Grocers   and    Chandlers.      You    are    too    much 

*  afraid  of  having  the  Books  which  you  print  criti- 
^  ciz^'d.  True  it  is,  /aid  the  Bookjeller^  that  I  arn. 
*-  fore'd  to  keep  fair  with   thofe  Journalifts,  but  I' 

*  don't  love  them  a  whit  the  better  for  it.     If  they 

*  commend  my  Books,  I  know  the  Coft  of  it  full- 
^  well  ;  and  there  is  not  a  fingle  Extract  for  which 
*•  I  don't  give   a  Piltole.     You   have,    reflfd  the 

*  Chsvaller  A^.yi2i\\\\\^  the  Pleafure  of  having  a  very 
"  pitiful  Performance  often  recommended  as  an 
'  excellent  Book.  There's  a  great  many  Ninniesr 
»  who  ferioufly  believe  the  Journalift:s  to  be  Ora-^ 

*  cles,  and  upon  their  bare  Approbation  pay  dear  for : 
^  the  worft  Books.     'Tis  certain  that  you  poifon  the 

at  Paris  Tome  Time  ago,  apply 'd  to  a  Rafcal  f,  one 
Damat  of  Frc<ve7ice,  Vvho  had  been  fore'd  to  fly  to  Hoi- 
land  becaufe  a  V7arrant  was  iffued  to  apprehend  him 
for  fome  vile  Pranks  he  had  committed  under  an  At» 
lorney  to  whom  he  was  Clerk.  This  Man,  who  un- 
tierfrood  Latin  no  more  than  the  Water-carriers  at  Paris 
underftand  Hebrenv,  had  the  Aflurance  to  undertake  to 
vcvifeit^  and  having  taken  a  German  Partner,  who 
hardly  undcrilood  a  Word  of  French,,  the  firfl  Things 
ihat  hoppen'd  to  fall  under  his  Pen  were  fpoil'd.  In 
what  Hands  are  not  the  V/orks  of  tlie  greateft  Pv-len 
fometimes  trufled  ?•  This  Revifal  is  adually  at  this  time. 
)n  the  Hands  of  two  other  Botchers,  as  incapable  as  the 
.torrrier  to  do  any  manner  of  good  with  it.  With 
i'uch  Zeal  and  Gratitude  do  certam  Bockfellers  ferve  the 
i'ablic,  that  has  inrich'd  them. 

+  Sec  les  Caprices  de  L.i'mo-jr  de  la  Fertu/ie:  cr  A-vanturc:  de  Ro- 

*  Public 
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'  Public  with  the  infipid  ProduiSlions  of  three  or 
'  four  bad  Authors;  bat  in  the  Republic  of  Letters 

*  this  Crime  is  not  punifti'd.  Sad  Authors  are 
*■  permitted  to  write  Books,  Fools  to  read  them,  and 
*"  Bookfcllers  to  put  them  off  for  as  much  as  they 
"*  can.     Why  how  fliou'd    we  liv^e  elfe,  faid  thd 

*  Bookfelkr?  What  would  become  of  that  Swarm 

*  of  Authors  and  Corre6tors  that  fubfift  only,  by 
"  the  filly  Stuff"  with  which  they  ftain  Paper?  In 
«  all  Callings  there  rje  Qiiacks ;  bad  Authors  arc 
^   Quacks  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Learnino;,   tlio* 

*  their  Drugs  often   fell   better  than   the  Compo- 

*  pofitions  of  Greater  Men.      But  now  you  talk 

*  of  the  Journals,  continu'd  the  Bookfelkr^  I  forgot 
^  that  I  have  a  Letter  here  which  I  mull  fend  to  a 
^  Journalift.     Pray  permit  me  to  read   it,    faid  the 

*  ChevaUer^  I  promife  you  to  be  fecrct,    and   will 

*  engage  the  fame  for  my  Friend.  The  Bookfellcr 
*■  did  not  want  to  be   importun'd,  but  open'd  the 

*  Letter,  and  gave  it  to  the  Chevalier  de  Muipr,}^ 
^  who  was  fo  diverted  with  it,  that  he  copyM  it  on 

*  the  Spot.     The  Bookfellcr  indeed  at  fxrli:  oppos'd 

*  it,  but  at  laft  he  comply'd  upon   the   Chevalier's 

*  repeating  his  Ailu ranee,  that  he  would  never  di- 
^  vulge  it  as  long  as  he  liv'd. 

^  LETTER /;-^;«  S *  the  Bookfellcr,  to  hl$ 

Jownalifl, 

SIR, 

*  VT  Y  Apprentice  will  give  you  ten  Plftolc^  to 
•^^■^   '  difcharge    the   Debt    to  the  Journal  for 

*  the  prefent  three  Months;    but  I  tell  you   very 

*  freely  that  I  am  not  hugely  fatisfy'd  with  your 

^ ^fid  rides?  mutato  nomine  de  te 

Eabula  narratur^  Hor.  Sat, 
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*  way  of  Writing,  and  if  it  holds,  I  muft  pi-Ovid's 
'  myfelf  elfevvhere.  You  praife  my  Bouks  too 
^  faintly,  and  are  not  fevere  enough  upon  thofe  of 
'  my  Brethren.     Endeavour  in  your  Criticifms  and 

*  your  Livedives   to  imitate  the  Journalijls  cle  Tre- 

*  voux\  mind  how  they  tear  to  pieces,  ri^lit  or  v/rons", 
'  all  Works   that  come  from    tne  Pen  eichci   of  a 

*  Janfenift  or  a  Proteflrant.     Thofe  are  Models  for 

*  your  Imitation:  but  it  feems  as  if  youpiqued  yourr 

*  fclf  on  fom.e  Remains  of  Modefty,  .nd  that  vou  are 

*  afraid  to  declare  openly  that  an  exc'..llent  Book  is .  • 

*  good  for  nothing.      Deal  ingeniouii.v  with  me  al- 

*  v/ays.      Have  not  thofe   fame  Joun.uUJis  de  Tr".- 

*  voux,  that  I  mention'd  to  you  as  one  of  the  Ex- 

'  am  pies    which    you  ought  to  follow,    have    not  . 

*  they  ventured  two   or  three  times    to   condemn  1 

*  certain  Works  of  Bayle  and  Boileau  for  no  other  ! 

*  reafjn     but     becaufe     they    did    not     love     thje   ' 
'  Authors?    As    for   you,    let   Avarice  fupply  the- 
^  Place  of  Hatred.       C&nfider  of  it,    Sir;    \x  you 

*  are  afraid  to  tell  a  Lye,  that's  to  yourfelf;  but 
'  for   my  part,    I  don't  pay  you   for   telling  the 

*  Truth,  but  to  commend  the  Books  which!  print, 
''  the   Bad   as  well  as  the  Good,  and  to  find  fault 
^  with  all   that    may  hinder  the  Sale  of   'em.     It. 
'   feems  you  are  for  imitating  the  Probity  and  Sin- 

*  ceri ty  of  5tf;7f,  and  Sallo,  'Tis  at  your  own-: 
'  Option,  Sir,  to  g^o  as  they  do;  but  you  will'be- 
'-  fo  good  as  to  lock  out  for  another  Bookfeller,  as . 

*  I  fhall  for  another  Journallit.     However,  Sir,  if 

*  you  are  willing  that  we  fhou'd  continue  to  have. 

*  any  Dealings  together,  try  to  arm  yourfelf  v^^ith 

*  a  little  more  Brafs,  and,  in  the  prefent  Journal 

*  which  you  are  now  at  .Work  upon,  be  fo  good 

*  as  to  lafh  the  Performances  of  the  Marquis 
'  iT Ar — ,  not  only  thofe  he  has  already  publi/h'd, 

*  but  thofe   that  he   fhall    publifii  hereafter,    tho*- 

'  youi 
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you  know  nothing  either  of  the  Titles  or  the- 
Siibje6ts.  Take  and  tear  to  pieces  all  the  Trails 
that  are  printed  for  the  Bookfellers  iV —  and  P — , 
they  are  Janfenifls,  Enemies  to  God  and  the  Go- 
vernment, and  what's  worfe  than  all,  Mine. 
Get  an  exadt  Account  of  the  Books  written  by 
the  Molinifts  of  any  eminence ;  cry  them  up  to 
the  third  Heaven,  and  cfpecially  thcfe  that  you 
find  written  by  the  Jefuits,  tho'  it  be  even  by 
their  Lay-brothers.  Ciiticiie  the  r.ev/  Tragedy 
of  Voltaire  with  Severity,  and  don't  fail  to  re- 
proach him  bitterly  for  his  having  no  Religion, 
tho'  perhaps  you  have  lefs  yourfelf.  You  need 
be  in  no  Pain  about  that,  it  being  only  a  Re- 
proach which  it  is  neceflary  to  caft  upon  that 
Author  to  flir  up  the  Wrath  of  all  Bigots  againft 
him,  and  indeed  of  all  People  that  don't  know 
him.  The  Reverend  Fathet  the  Redlor  told  me 
yefterday  that  he  cannot  be  punifh'd  too  mucla 
for  having  propagated  the  Venom  of  Janfenifm  i^ 
ill  his  Henriade^  and  l.is  OEdipns.^ 

J  am^ 

Sir,  Sec. 

Without  doubt,  dear  Ifaac,  thou  wilt  be  di- 
verted with  iliis  Letter,  and  think  as  the  Chevalier 
de  Alaifin  and  I  do,  that  'tis  an  Original  of  its 
kind.  We  banter'd  the  Bookfeller  heartily  on  the 
Prarfe  that  he  was  for  beftowing  upon  forry  Books. 
'  If,  faid  he,  none  but  good  Books  were  printed, 

*  half  the  Bookfellers  in  the  World  muit  ftarve, 

*  and   the  other    half    wou'd    have  much  a-do   to 

*  live.  There  arc  few  People  that  can  difcern  a 
'  good  Book  from  a  bad  one :  If  it  be  but  a  new 
^  oiiCj  we  find  a  way  to  put  it  ofF^  v/e  take  caje 

«  to 
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'*  to  get  a  pompous  Chara6ler  oi  it  difplay'd  in  the 
'•  Journals,  aud  tli«  Public  who  are  always  the 
^'  the  Admirers  and  Dupes  of  Novelty,  buy  the 
^  Good  and  Bad  indifferently.* 

Thou  wilt  not  be  fo  much  furprized,  dear  Ifaac^. 
at  what  the  Bookfeller  faid,  if  thou  doft  but  con- 
sider that  there   are  few   People  who   are  able  to 
diftinguifh  folid    Beauties    from    Tinfel    and    falf«. 
Brilliants.      A  Book  which  is   perfedlly  Method!- 
ci-il,  and  in  which  the    Beauty  of  the   Sentiments 
is   anfwcrable  to   the    Regularity  of    the   SubJecSls 
does    not    ftrike    the    Imagination    of    fome  People 
fo  much  as  another,  that  has  here  and  there  certain  . 
fprightly,  fhming  Sallies  of  V/it,  tho'  they  are  not 
continued,  but   like  to  thofe  Meteors  which  blaze 
on  a  fudden  as  if  they  wou'd  fet  the  whole  World 
on    Fire,    and  in  a   Moment   are    extinct:.       The 
Women   efpecinlly  are  very  fond  of  Books  which 
captivate  their  Attention  on  account  of  fome  ex- 
traordinary Adventure.     The  Sublimity  and  Gran- 
deur of  Subjeils,  and  the  Beauty  of  DicSlion  does- 
not  amufe  them^fo  much  as  what  is  Marvellous  and , 
Extraordinary.     And  'tis  plain  that  they  had  much  . 
rather  read  Romances  than  Books  of  Hiftory,  tho' 
fucli  as  are  for  adding  Vtik  Diilcty  feklom  find  that, 
Mixture  in  Romances.      I  cou'd  wifh  that  in  the 
Title    Page   of  fuch   Books  there  was  the  Motto  - 
which  is   preftx'd  to  the  antient  Amadh^    Lis  l^ : 
O  u  E  L  i  s.,  /.  e.  Read  and  Forget ;    for   tho'    the 
Reading  of  Works  of  this  fort  is  amufing,  yet  the 
Remembrance  of  them  is  pernicious ;  for  it  leaves 
a  Tendernefs  on  the  Heart  which  foftens'  it,    and 
gives  the  Mind  a  certain  Tafte  for  Adventures  which 
are    dangerous  to  young  People,    and   apt  to  lead, 
them  very  much  aifray. 

I  Vv'ou'd   not   be  mlflaken  as  if  I  was    intirely  ' 
agaiiift  the  reading  of  RomoTiCes)   jny  Zeal  does 
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not  carry  me  fo  far  as  that  comes  to  ;  but  I  wouM 
have  them  read  only  as  an  Amufement,  and  not  as 
a  ferious  Affair ;  and  that  they  fhou'd  be  confiderM 
as  pleafant  Dreams,  invented  to  give  fome  little  A- 
mufement  to  Men  of  Bufmefs,  and  to  unbend  the 
Minds  of  thofe  who  apply  themfelves  to  ferious  Stu- 
dies.    Then  the  Romance  wou'd  become  an  inno- 
cent Pleafure,  and  People  would   no  longer  fpend" 
Months  together  in  reading  a  Medley  of  Inchant- 
ments,    Amours,    Duels,    Combats,    Aflignations, 
Treachery,    Coqucttry,  and   Knavery.     The  Pro- 
fitable wou'd  be  join'd  with  the  Delightful,  and  the 
reading  of  Books  of  Hiftory,  Morality,  and  rational 
Philofophy  wou'd  be  the  Balls  for  Men  to  build  on>. 
tliat  are  defirous  of  Knowledge.     'Tis  true,   that- 
this  Refinement  of  the  Tafte  wou'd  be  a  mortal 
Blov/  to  the  Generality  of  Authors  ;    and    many- 
Writers  who  pick  up  a  Livelihood  from  fome  ill-> 
I  digefted  Scraps  of  Hiflory,  which  they  commit  to 
tJie  Prefs,  wou'd  perhaps  be  reduced  to  turn  Shoe- 
makers.    But  if  it  were  fo,  where  wou'd  be  the 
Harm  ?  There  wou'd  be  only  the  fewer  bad  Au- 
j  thors,  and  Shoes  would  be  the  cheaper.     The  Go- 
j  vernment  and  the  Republic  of  Letters  wou'd  both 
!  be  the  better  for  this  new  Regulation.     The  latter 
wou'd  gxit  rid  of  had  Subjects,  that  arc  a  Difgrace  to 
it,  and  the  Kingdom  wou'd  find  an  Increafe  of  its. 
Artificers  ;  and.  perhaps  the  Authors  too  wou'd  be 
over-joy'd  that  they  had   chang'd  their  Condition  : 
For  how  many  Shoe- makers  are  there  that  live  better 
than  Writers  ?    And  how  many  of  the  latter,  that 
were  it  not  for  the  Goodnefs  of  thofe  Shoe-makers 
to  give  them  Credit,  wou'd  go  barefoot  ?  Let  their 
Thirft  for  Fame  be  what  it  will,  they  wou'd  foon 
be  fcnfible  that  a  Mechanic,  who  has  no  body  to 
moleft  him,  and  is  fure  of  three  Meals  a-day,  is  a 
hundred  times  happier  than  an  Author  who  depends 

fgr 
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for  his  Subfiftance  upon  an  Epiftle  Dedicatory,  or  a 
Sonnet. 

But  from  what  I  fay  to  thee,  dear  J/aac,  thou 
Riuft  not  imagine  that  all  Authors  in  France  are  fo 
unfortunate,  and  that  there  are  no  Perfons  who  fub- 
fift  by  their  Merit  and  Learning.  As  foon  as  a 
Writer  has  diftinguifti'd  himfcif  by  any  Talent,  he 
is  fortify'd  againft  the  Frowns  of  Fortune.  'Tis 
true  that  he  never  becomes  rich,  but  In  fhort  he  is 
fo  well  paid  for  his  Works,  that  he  can  aitord  ta 
live  handfomely.  The  Mifery  that  I  have  been- 
fpeaklng  of,  is  confin'd  only  to  bad  Authors,  who 
commence  fuch  purely  for  Bread,  and  who  mifcar^ 
rying  in  their  Aim,  generally  ftarve.  They  make, 
a  fhift  to  live  for  a  little  v/hile  upon  fome  Money 
which  they  get  from  the  Bcokfellers  ;  but  fooner 
or  later  this  Supply  fails  ;  and  then  it  wou'd  be  hap- 
py for  them,  as  I  have  already  faid,  that  they  cou'd 
be  Shoe-makers,  or  even  Coblers  ;  for  in  fuch  a 
Calling  they  wou'd  not  be  liable  to  the  Mifery  in 
which  they  now  pine. 

Fare  thee  well^  dear  Ifaac^  and  may  the  God 
of  our  Fathers  give  thee  Wealth  and  Profperity  ia 
Abundance. 


LETTER     LXII. 

Fro7n  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  ta 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite,  lately  a  Rahbi^. 
at  Conftantinopje. 

npHO'   I  take  fuch  Care,  dear  Ifaac^  to  be  ac- 

•^    quainted  with  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms  of  the 

French,  yet  I  apply  feveral  Hours  of  the  Day  ta 

StudyJ 
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Study.  I  am  afliduous  to  complete,  or  at  leaft  to 
augment,  the  little  Knowledge  that  I  have  acquir'd, 
and  I  endeavour  to  avoid  every  thing  that  may 
obfcure  or  render  it  lefs  clear  and  difiicult.  I  am 
I  careful  to  obferve  a  Rirle,  and  to  follovi^  a  Method 
which  may  make  the  Knowledge  of  the  Truth  eafy 
for  me.  1  am  of  Opinion,  that  the  extravagant 
Ri^rpe6t  which  Men  pay  to  the  Antients,  produces 
two  pernicious  EfPedls  ;  it  accuftoms  them  to  make 
no  Ufe  of  their  own  Talents,  and  by  little  and  little 
incapacitates  them  to  make  ufe  of  their  Rcafon-. 
They  who  fpend  their  whole  Lives  in  reading  of 
AriftoiU  and  Plato^  don't  take  fo  much  Pains  to  re- 
concile the  Opinions  of  thofe  Philofophers  with 
Truth,  and  to  rcjccSt  thofe  which  have  the  contrary 
Appearance,  as  to  know  them  all  in  general,  and 
I  blindly  to  defend  and  embrace  them,  without  re- 
i  quiring  any  other  Proofs  of  them  than  their  being  in 
the  Works  of  thofe  Antients. 

Another  dangerous  Confequence,  that  fometimct 

attends    the    reading  of  the  Antients,    is  the   wild 

'  Confufion  into  which  it  throws  the  Ideas  of  fuch  as 

i:  apply  themfelvcs  to  it,   without  knowing  how  they 

\  ought  to  behave  in  a  Study  of  this  kind.      'Tis  very 

■  profitable  to  read  the  Antients,  when  a  Perfon  ru- 

/  minates  on  what  he  reads,  when  he  reflc<5ls  on  the 

'  Sentiments  that  are  difccrnabie  in  their  Works,  and 

'  when  the  Gj'cek  and  Roman  Authors,  great  Men  as 

;  they  v/ere,  are  confider'd  neverthelefs  as  meer  hu- 

1  man  Beings,  and  by  confequence  liable  to  commit 

Faults  :  Then  a  Perfon  may  be  capable  of  improv- 

[  ing  very  much  \  but  when  a  Man  is  over  and  above 

I  fond  of  a  Writer,  only   becaufe  he   is  one  oF  the 

Antients,  and  makes  it  his  chief  Aim  to  know  every 

thing   that  he  believ'd,    without   troubling  himfelf 

with  what  is  really  necefiary  to  be  believ'd,  that's 

at^ing  as  indifcreetly  as  a  Man  v^'ho  Ihou'd  prefer 
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an  old  Brafs  Medal,  defac'd  and  fpoil'd,  to  a  Piece 
of  modern  Gold,  finely  engrav'd,  and  the  more 
valuable  by  reafon  of  its  Weight.  Is  there  any  thing 
fo  precious  as  the  Truth  ?  And  can  all  the  Credit 
which  an  Author  may  have  acquired  in  tv/o  thou- 
fand  Years,  turn  the  Balance  againd  Reafon  and 
iividencc  ?  j 

'Tis  the  common  Folly  of  all  Commentators,  ta  ! 
deify  the  Defers  and  Errors  of  the  Antients : 
They  fancy  that  the  Praife  they  give  to  the  Au-. 
thors  on  whom  they  comment,  recoils  in  part 
upon  themfelves ;  and  an  Annotator  is  apt  to  look 
upon  his  Author  and  himfelf  but  as  one  and  the 
fame  Peribn.  Upon  this  Suppofttion^  Self-love  plays 
its  part  ad-mirahly^  arid  Jhares  in  the  Incenfe  which  it: 
fets  a  fmoaking  to  the  Glory  of  another^.  The  moit 
jQngular  thing  of  all  is,  that  the  Commentators 
don't  only  commend  their  Authors  becaufe  they 
efteem  them,  but  alfo  becaufe  *tis  the  Cuftom  and 
Fafliion  eftablifh'd  by  long  Ufage.  A  Commen- 
tator wou'd  pafs  among  his  Brethren  as  a  Novice  in 
the  Subje6ls  he  treats  of,  if  he  did  not  praife  the 
Book  and  the  Merit  of  its  Author  far  beyond  the 
Truth. 

There  are  three  forts  of  Works  that  are  calcu- 
lated to  lay  Snares  for  our  Reafon  and  Underfland- 
ing,    by  prepoflefling   them   vi^ith    falfe  Ideas,    viz*: 
Commentaries^  fournals^  and  Prefaces. 

As  it  wou'd  be  ridiculous  for  a  Perfon  to  fay,, 
that  he  is  employ'd  on  an  infignincant  or  trifling 
Subje6l,  the  Commentators  always  give  Notice  that 
they  are  iiluftratiug  or  explaining  a  Divine  Author 
of  the  Firft  Rank,  with  a  capacious,  profound, 
snd  penetrating  Genius,  who  was  the  Admiration 

*  Mallebranchs's  Search  after  Truth,  part.  ii.  cap., 

4.   p.   ZQQ. 
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:  of  the  Age  in  which  he  liv'd,  and  of  all  Ages  fince, 

i  'I'he  Jeft  of  it  is  to  find  the  fame  Commentator 
who  is  employ'd  upon  two  Authors,  whofe  Sen- 
timents are  diredly  oppofite,  contradicting  himfelf 
in  every  Article,  and  extolling  an  Opinion  to  die 
Skies,  which  he  had  danin'd  to  the  loweft  Pit  of 
'Hell. 

The  Journal ifts  blame  or  commend  a  Work,  juft 
as  the  Bookfeller,  who  is  at  the  Expence  of  Print- 
ing the  Journal,  is  intereflcd  in  the  Approbation  or 
Cenfure  of  it. 

An  Author  endeavours  in  a  Preface  to  impofe  on 
his  Reader,  and  dazzle  his  Eyes,  infomuch  that  there's 
hardly  one  to  be  met  with,  which  is  conformable  to 

I  Truth  and  good  Senfe. 

I  Therefore,  dear  Ifatic,  'tis  my  Opinion,  that  in 
order  for  a  Man  to  pafs  a  folid  Judgment  on  the 
Merits  of  a  Book,  whether  antient  or  modern,  'tis 
abfolutely  neceflary  he  fliould  read  it  without  Preju- 
dice or  Prepofleffion  ;  that  he  fliou'd  firft  reconcile 
his  Opinions  with  Reafon,  and  then  with  the  Works 
of  Great  Men  ;  that  he  fhou'd  examine  thofe 
Pafiages  which  may  appear  obfcure  or  doubtful  to 
us,  reject  thofe  which  we  plainly  fee  to  be  falfe,  and 
adopt  thofe  with  Pleafure  which  inform  us  and  ihcw 
lis  the  Truth,  or  which  ferve  to  corroborate  the 
Knowledge  of  what  we  were  acquainted  with  before. 
That's  the  only  way  of  judging  folidly  of  the  Good- 
nefs  of  a  Work,  and  all  other  Proofs  are  cither  falfe 
or  uncertain. 

The  Generality  of  Mankind  judge  of  the  Good- 
nefs  of  a  Book  only  from  the  Reputation  of  the  Au- 
thor ;  which,  'tis  true,  is  a  ftrong  PrepoilelTion  in 
its  Favour,  but  yet  'tis  not  a  Mark  that  is  infallible. 

I  Scoty  and  many  other  fcholaftic  Authors,  had  a  fur- 
prizing  Reputation  in  their  Time,  but  are  fmce  fallen 
into  fuch  Contempt,  that  they  are  hardly  fo  much 

as 
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as  known  by  fome  Monks.  General  Praife  no  fur- 
ther afcertains  the  Goodnefs  of  a  Work,  than  as 
fuch  Commendation  of  it  is  juft  and  equitable,  and 
as  it  is  founded  on  the  mature  Refled:ion  of  the  Per- 
fons  that  pronounce  it. 

Nor  is  the  Sale  of  a  Book  any  better  Proof  of  its 
Goodnefs.  As  the  Number  of  People  that  read 
trifling  and  puerile  Performances,  is  far  greater  than 
thofe  who  apply  themfelves  ferioully  to  Study,  the 
Bigarrures  de  des  Accords^  or,  the  Difcords  of  Con- 
cords,have  been  printed  much  oftener  than  the  Works 
of  Des  Cartes  and  Gajpndi ;  and  the  Poetry  of  Father 
de  Cerceau^  than  the  Poem  of  St.  Profper  by  M» 
de  Saci. 

A  Book  ought  not  to  be  reckoned  a  whit  the 
better  for  its  being  fcarce.  The  Writings  of  Vanmi 
are  very  fcarce,  and  fo  are  many  other  Books  writ- 
ten by  Libertines  ;  whereas  the  Works  of  Cicero^ 
^intilian^  and  Plato^  are  very  common.  Shall  it 
therefore  be  faid,  that  thefe  are  indifferent  Au- 
thors, and  but  little  in  Requeft  ?  On  the  contrary, 
moft  good  Books  are  very  common,  and  the  bad 
ones  fcarce  to  be  met  with.  T^he  Reafon  of  it  is 
plairiy  fays  a  modern  Author,  good  Books  are  often 
printed^  a?id  the  bad  ones  but  once  or  twice  or  moji^  and 
i hat's  all. 

The  /'7-^«f/7  wereprepofTefs'd,  dear  Ifaac^  to  fuch 
a  Degree  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  laft  Century,  and 
the  Bemnnino;  of  this,  that  if  an  Author  was  but 
antient,  he  needed  nothing  more  to  have  a  ^'um- 
ber of  Advocates,  who  cry'd  up  his  Faults  for  Per- 
fections. On  the  other  hand,  feveral  Perlons  were 
fo  far  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  modern  Writers, 
that  they  approvM  of  nothing,  and  thought  nothing 
of  the  Antients  good.  A  Man  cannot  give  into 
fuch  extravagant  Notions,  without  being  a  Fool, 
a  Madman,   and  exceffively  ignorant.     There  is  a 

jufb 
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jufl  Medium  in  things.  The  Antients  had  their 
Faults,  but  then  they  had  great  Beauties ;  and  there 
are  ibme  of  'em  whom  the  Moderns  couM  never 
come  up  to.  This  is  the  Method  whixzh  I  think 
\he  propereft  for  fetthng  the  Difpute  about  this 
Difference. 

Ariflotle^  Plato ^  Eplcurm^  and  the  other  anticnt 
Philofophers  were  very  bud  Naturahfts,  compar'd  to 
•Gajfendi^  Des  Cartes^  Newton^  Scc.  and  forry  Me- 
taphylicians  compar'd  to,  Loch  and  Mallebrancbe, 
Their  Notions  as  to  moral  Philofophy,were  as  perfect 
as  ours  ;  of  the  Truth  of  which  Fadl,  Tulfy's  Offices 
are  an  invincible  Proof.  They  were  meer  Ignora- 
mus's, or  but  little  better,  as  to  Aftronomy,  Navi- 
gation, and  Geography ;  but  in  point  of  Hiftory 
they  have  outdone  us.  Father  Paul^  M.  de  TJjou^ 
Rapin  Thoyras^  are  even  far  fliort  of  that  Perfc£lion 
which  we  find  in  the  Fragments  that  are  left  us  of 
'Salu/i  and  Tacitus ;  and  they  are  far  inferior  to  Titiis 
Livy^  Tlmcydiclcs^  and  Xenophon^  be  the  Perform- 
ance of  the  latter  ever  fo  inconfiderable. 

The  Beauties  of  TaJ[o^  Milton^  Voltaire,  are  not 
equal  to  thofe  of  Ho77ier  and  Virgil  \  not  but  the 
Poems  of  the  Antients  have  their  Faults  as  well  as 
the  Modern,  but  they  have  fo  much  of  the  Good, 
the  Sublime,  the  Marvellous,  that  certain  Faults 
are  hardly  vifible,  or  at  leaft  are  eafily  pardon'd  *. 
Guari?ii^s  Fajior    Fido,    Fontcn£lle\    Eclogues,    and 

*  It  muft  be  allow'd,  that  there  are  great  Defefts  in 
Homer's  Poerns.  But  a  Man  mufl  be  either  very  igno- 
rant or  prejudic'd,  not  to  perceive  their  charming  Beau- 
ties. Such  is  the  Iliad,  of  which  I  fhouM  rather  choofe 
to  have  been  the  Author,  than  of  all  La  Motte's  Works, 
and  I  will  venture  to  fay,  than  (excepting  Fontenelleh) 
of  all  the  Compofitions  of  the  Members  of  the  French 
Academy  ;  I  mean  the  French  Academy  in  its  prefent 
.State,  in  1737. 

fome 
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fome  of  thofe  of  Segrais  are  perhaps  preferable  to 
the  Works  of  Theocritus ;  but  in  Virgil's  Works 
thei;je  are  Eclogues  which  outweigh  them,  and  per- 
haps totally  eclipfe  them. 

The  Tragedies  of  Sophocks  and  Euripides  ar-e  very 
•beautiful ;  but  a  Man  who  is  not  an  Idolizer  of  An- 
tiquity, does  not  perceive  fo  much  of  the  Brilliant, 
nor  fo  many  Charms,  and  fo  much  of  the  Soft  and 
Sublime  at  the  fame  Inftant,  as  in  thofe  of  Corneilk 
and  Racine.  There  are  even  fome  French  Poets 
that  come  a  vaft  way  behind  thofe  two  illuftrious 
Moderns,  but  neverthelefs  may  compare  with  the 
p.ntient  Greek  Trao;edians :  The  Ariana  of  Thomas 
Corneilk^  the  Rhadamiftus  of  Crebillon^  the  three  laft 
Ads  of  Voltaire's  Oedipus^  and  his  Brutus^  are  equal 
perhaps  to  the  Ele^lra  of  Euripides^  and  the  Oedipus 
t)f  Sophocles,  As  to  the  Italians^  their  theatrical 
Performances  are  deteftable.  It  feems  that  Itaiy 
was  never  capable  of  producing  any  Genius,  who 
•cou'd  treat  a  Tragic  Subject  as  it  fhou'd  be» 
Seneca's  Pieces,  v/hich  remain  to  us  at  this  Day, 
don't  come  up  to  thofe  of  P radon  ;  and  we  fliou'd 
have  been  very  much  oblig'd  to  our  Anceftors,  if 
they  had  left  us  fome  better  Compofition  in  the 
room  of  it. 

As  for  Comedy,  that  of  the  Antients  and  the  Mo- 
derns is  pretty  equal.  Arijiophanes^  Me?2ander^  Plau^ 
tusy  Terence,  may  be  match' d  with  Don  Lopez  de  la 
Vega,  Moliere,  and  fome  good  Englijh  Authors  ot: 
that  kind.  Yet  I  think  if  the  Pomt  was  examin'd 
critically  and  impartially,  after  mature  Reflection, 
one  might  be  determin'd  perhaps  to  give  the  Mo- 
derns the  Preference. 

Several  Authors  have  compofed  very  fine  Ele- 
gies, and  fome  Pieces  of  Gallantry  in  thefe  latter 
Times.  The  Counted  of  Suza  has  fucceeded  per- 
haps better  than  all  of  'em  5  but  her  Works  don't 

come 
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come  near  thofe  of  Ovid,  Tibullus,  and  Prcpertius, 
The  Ode  was  carry 'd  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans  Xo 
fuch  a  pitch  of  Perfection  as  it  never  has  arrived 
to  fince.  There  is  no  Comparifon  between  Pindar, 
Horace,  and  Jnacreon,  and  Malherhe,  Roiiflhwy 
and  la  Motte\  not  but  the  latter  have  many  Beau- 
ties. Roujpau  efpecially  iet  out  in  fuch  a  man^ner, 
that  the  Advocates  for  the  Moderns  entcrtain'd 
Hopes  that  he  would  one  day  or  other  equal  Horace, 
But  it  feems  that  the  fame  Arret  which  blarted  his 
Reputation,  extinguifli'd  his  Genius  ;  for  after  he 
was  banifli'd  from  France,  he  did  not  write  a  Piece 
that  was  worthy  of  the  Vivacity  and  Penetration  of 
the  Brahanders,  And  his  Mufe,  tho*  applauded  at 
'Brujfels,  is  adually  hifs'd  every  where  clfe  in  Europe^ 
by  every  Man  that  has  the  lead  Notion  of  French 
Poetry. 

As  to  Eloquence,  we  are  very  much  inferiour  to 
the  Antients.  BoJJuet,  Flechier,  Patrou,  la  Maitre^ 
Bourdahue,  had  neither  the  Force,  nor  Fire,  nor 
■the  Sublime  of  Demojlhcncs  ;  nor  have  they  come  up 
to  the  Majedy,  Grandeur  and  Dignity  of  Cicero, 
Modern  Italy  has  produc'd  no  Orator  of  DiflKi(9.ion  ; 
and  all  its  Preachers  are  rather  Scaramouches,  Buf- 
Toons  and  Harlequins,  who  divert  their  Hearers  by 
Puns  and  Conundrums,  than  Men  that  pretend  to 
^each  the  Heart,  and  to  captivate  the  Minds  of  their 
Hearers  by  their  Eloquence. 

This  is  what  1  think,  dear  Ifaac,  may  be  (liid 
with  rlie  leaft  Partiality  as  to  the  Difpute  between 
the  Antients  and  the  Moderns.  That's  the  Opinion 
of  all  the  Learned  Men  who  make  ufe  of  their 
Reafon,  and  don't  abandon  themfelves  intirely  to 
the  Prejudices  which  they  may  have  imbib'd  in  their 
Infancy.  The  Regents  in  the  Colleges  generally  in- 
fp-rc  their  Scholars  with  the  titmoft  Contempt  for 

VoL.n.  I  all 
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^U  Authors,  whofe  Works  are  not  fifteen  hundred 
Years  old.  That  was  the  Time,  fay  they^  v.  hen 
Men  had  the  Freedom  of  Thinking  ;  but  fince  that, 
.they  have  been  forbid  to  make  ufe  of  their  Under- 
handing.  Young  People  accuftom  themftlves  by 
little  and  little  to  tlaink  after  this  manner,  and  don't 
care  to  have  their  Opinion  coiitradicled,  or  fo  much 
as  examin'd.  They  never  look  ijito  Books  that  they 
hear  run  down  ;  and  when  they  are  come  to  a  cer- 
tain Age,  their  Prejudices  are  fo  ftrong  that  they 
look  into  modern  Authors  in  hopes  of  finding  Argu- 
ments to  diminifh  the  Beauties  that  Itrike  themi^ 
How  many  P£ople  that  are.charm'd  with  the  Poetry, 
and  noble  bold  Sentiments  of  Voltaire^  yet  condemn 
his  Henriade  without  a  Defire  ta  -diilinguifh  the 
Beauties  from  the  Defe6ls ;  and  this  only  becaufe 
th^v  fancy  that  a  Modern  cannot  write  a  good  Epic 
poem  ?  But  I  wou'd  fain  afk  them,  whether  they 
believe  that  in  anticnt  Days  Men  had  two  Heads, 
two  Souls,  two  Underftandings,  four  Hands,  and 
four  P\'et  ?  If  fo,  to  be  furc  none  of  the  Moderns 
can  ever  vie  with  the  Antients.  But  if  like  us,  they 
had  but  one  Soul,  and  one  Underftanding,  I  doubt 
iiot  but  there  may  Hill  be  found  a  Genius  as  good  as 
that  of  Virgil^  except  he  that  form'd  it  reveal'd  to 
them  that  hereafter  he  would  produce  no  more  Men 
avho  (hculd  attain  to  that  Perfcvftion. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Ijaac  ;  live  content  and 
liappy,  and  may  Heaven  grant  thee  Health  and 
Wealth,     Praj  write  to  me  as  foon  as  thou  can'it. 
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L^t.63.     7/6^  J  Ew  I SH  Spy.  171 

LETTER     LXIII. 

From     Jacob    Brito,      al     Naples,     1 9 
A  A  RON  MoNC  E  c  A,   j/ Paiis. 

5"Tp  IS  now  fix  Days,  dear  Monccca^  fincc  I  arrivM 
*  at  Naples.  But  before  I  acquaint  thee  with 
what  Obfcrvations  I  have  already  made  in  tliis  Ci- 
ty, I  will  give  thee  fome  Particulars  of  what  I  f<iv/ 
2oing  to  Loretto.  The  Nazarenes  pretend  that  the 
Temple  of  that  City  was  carryM  thither  by  An- 
gels. *Twas  a  Houfe  in  a  Village  of  Nazareth  in 
Juclaa^  which,  as  they  fay,  was  firft  brought  to 
Dalmatian  and  pitch'd  upon  the  Mountain  of  Ter- 
foUo^  where  for  fome  time  it  refled.  From  thence 
the  fame  Angels  carry 'd  it  farther,  and  fct  it  dov/ii 
in  a  Foreil  near  the  Marquifate  of  A}icona,  At 
length,  after  two  or  three  Turns  more,  it  was  car- 
ried for  good  and  all  to  the  Place  where  it  now 
ffands :  And  the  Nazarencs  to  fix  it  there  intirely, 
and  to  prevent  it  from  rambling  any  more  about  for 
the  future,  have  built  a  magnificent  Temple  with 
which  it  is  inclufed. 

The  Priefts  who  ferve  in  this  Temple  pretend 
that  the  Houfe  is  built  of  Stones  that  are  quite  un- 
known: But  I  muO:  tell  thee,  that  af'.er  l.aviiig 
evnmin'd  the  Thing,  I  plainly  percelv'd  that  it  was 
biiilt  of  Bricks,  and  certain  grey  reddifh  Stones, 
which  are  nothing  more  than  Vvhat  are  very  com- 
mon. Thefe  Stones  and  Bricks  are  fo  ill  join'd 
together  that  it  is  plain  the  Mafon's  Work  was 
done  in  very  great  haiie.  People  comiC  to  Lorcttg 
from  all  tiie  Countries  in  the  World ^  fc-  A)  'he 
I2  Na- 
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JSlazarene  Papifls  have  as  great  a  Veneration  for  this 
Place,  as  we  have  for  yer/ifi/e?n;  and  fome  Years 
ago,  during  the  Eafter-Holidays  there  were  at  Lo^ 
retto  near  Two  hundred  thoufand  Pilgrims,  Mea 
and  Women;  but  Pieafure  and  Joy  have  as  great 
a  Share  as  Devotion  in  the  Travels  of  the  greateft 
Part  of  both  Sexes  to  it.  They  make  Parties  for 
Loretto  all  over  Italy^  juft  like  Parties  for  a  Ball, 
The  Monks  and  Nuns  repair  thither  in  Crouds, 
(drefs'd  in  odd  fantaftical  Habits.  When  the  way 
is  a  little  too  long,  the  People  ride  thither  on  the 
Backs  of  Afi'es,  which  are  reputed  to  have  a  fmack 
of  San6lity,  like  the  Camel  that  brought  the  Al- 
coran to  Mecca.  They  have  the  Talent  and  Virtue 
!K-ver  to  ftumble,  and  are  very  tra(Sl:able  like 
their  Brother  Species;  but  they  have  far  more  Pene- 
tration, fo  that  the  Rider  may  let  them  go  w^here 
they  will,  without  fear  of  their  rambling  out  of  the 
Road. 

The  chief  Ceremony  of  the  Pilgrims  when  they 
come,  is  a  Proceiiion  round  the  Temple  upon  their 
Knees,  which  is  the  pleafanteft  Sight  in  the  World, 
Imagine,  dear  Aaron^  thou  was't  to  fee  two  or  three 
hundred  School-boys  hopping  upon  one  Leg  one  after 
iinother,  and  when  one  tumbles,  he  that's  next  be- 
hind falls  over  him.  Juft  fo  it  happens  to  the  Pil- 
grims of  Loretto^  who  vie  which  fhall  creep  neareft 
to  the  Wall  of  the  Temple;  fo  that  fome  going  one 
Way,  and  others  meeting  them,  it  happens  very 
often  that  they  joftle  one  another,  and  before  the 
Devotion  is  over,  they  fall  to  kick  and  cuiF. 

If  thou  Ihouidft  afk  me,  dear  Monceca^  when 
Awdi  how  I  think  -this  Structure  was  built,  it  will 
not  be  an  eafy  Taft:  for  me  to  give  thee  a  very 
clear  Account.  All  that  I  can  afiure  thee  with  any 
Certaint)'  is,  that  this  pretended  Miracle  happening 
in  the  Pontiiicate  of  one -Scw^/^i--^,  a  cunning,  fharp, 
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eomplaifant  Man,  capable,  of  putting  the  grcatefl 
Dcfigns  in  Execution,  and  withal  exceflivcly  cove- 
tous, 'tis  probable  that  in  one  Night  feveral  Work- 
men built  that  P'abric,  which  they  fay  was  brouirhc 
from  Nazareth\f  and  which  at  moft  is  but  one  Room, 
v^^ry  fmall  and  low.  This  too  is  the  more  probable, 
bccaufe  at  that  time  there  was  i>o  Habitation  U-?. 
above  a  League  frojii  the  Place  wh?re  the  Tcn'iple 
of  Lorctto  actually  ftands.  At  the  Time  when  the 
Story  of  the  fuJdcn  Arrival  of  this  Houfe  v.'as  gi\«Mi 
out,  the  Na-zarcncs  were  plungM  m  fuch  grof?  Ig- 
norance, and  fo  befotted  with  Superftition,  that 
they  were  ready  blindly  to  believe  any  thing,  ever 
fo  contrary  to  Senfe  and  Reafon.  But  I  really  quefti- 
on,  whether  fuch  a  Miracle  vvou'd  make  its  For-- 
tune  now,  or  at  leaft,  whether  it  would  meet  yi\\\\ 
any  Defenders  except  in  hahj. 

So  much,  dear  Monceca^  for  Lcrctto.  I  coniy 
now  to  fpeak  of  Naples,  where  I  have  already  fcen 
a  great  many  fine  Places  fince  1  came.  This  Cify 
has  been  fo  often  ravag'd,  that  mcft  of  its  Antiqui- 
ties have  been  dcflroy'd  or  d.imag'd  ^  ho\\'>';vei'  iJic 
Ruins  of  an  Amphitheatre  arc  Itill  to  be  (ten,  anJ 
two  or  three  PVonts  of  old  Temples  whi'^h  are  ap- 
propriated to  the  Embcljllhment  of  new  ones  that 
have  been  built  upon  the  Foundations  and  Ruins  of 
the  others. 

Naples  is  one  of  the  biggefl  and  fined  Cities  iir 
Europe,  and  even  fccnio  to  liave  the  Advantage  ot 
Rome^  London,  Pa)h^  2^\\d.  Viri'icc.  'Tis  in  the  ge- 
neral regular  and  bcauiifui ;  thofe  other  Cities  ha\  c 
indeed  many  grand  Hon fes,  but  then  they  are  in- 
terfperfed  with  low  ones,  or  fuch  as  are  ill  buiitj^ 
and  difagreeable  to  the  Viev/. 

The  Neapolitans  are  rcckon'd  the  worft  and  wic- 

ted^H, People  in  Europe.     There  was  a  Time  when 
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a  Couple  of  Crowns  was  a  Market-price  for  ^ 
Man's  Life  ;  and  there  wer^  above  Three  thoufand 
Banditti  in  the  Kingdom  that  had  the  AfTurance 
to  make  a  Stand  againft  regular  Troops,  which 
v/cre  at  infinite  Trouble  to  extirpate  the  Race  of 
*em.  But  at  length  the  Spaniards,  and  after  them 
the  Ger?nans  have  almoft  intirely  purg'd  the  State 
of  all  thofe  Mifcreaats  j  for  they  put  a  great  Num- 
ber of  them  to  death,  and  flruck  the  others  with 
iiich  a  Terror,  that  they  have  betn  forc'd  to  lay 
thenif.lves  under  a  Reflraint,  and  to  change  their 
way  of  Life. 

The  NeapoUtans  formerly  lov'd  the  Spaniards 
very  much,  but  abhorr'd  the  Frmch^  and  hated  the 
Germans,  Their  way  of  thinking  feems  now  to  he 
partly  chang'd  :  Of  this  they  have  given  feveral 
i'roofs  fince  tlie  lalt  War ;  and  at  prefent  I  think 
it  may  be  faid,  that  they  fliil  abhor  the  French ^ 
and  hate  the  Spaniards^  but  love  the  Ger7nans.  This 
is  the  Tafte  of  all  /f^/y ;  tho'  I  can't  imagine  what 
k  is  makes  the  People  fuch  Friends  to  the  Ger^ 
mans.  As  for  a  German  Ofnccx  indeed  I  am  not 
at  a  Lofe  to  think  why  he  is  better  beiov'd  by  an 
JfaHan  than  a  French  Officer :  For  the  German- 
drinks  jiis  Landlord's  Wine,  and  takes  Poffefiioii. 
of  the  bcft  Apartment  in  the  Houfe  without  much. 
Ceremony  ;  v.'hereas  the  Frenchman  on  the  contrary 
makes  a  thoufand  Cringes,  lies  in  the  Barn  rather 
than  fail ;  fpcnds  the  little  Money  he  has  in  Feafts 
and  Prefents,  but  careiFes  the  Women  j  which 
laft  is  a  capital  Crime  among  tlie  Italians.  But 
tliey  hate  the  Spaniards  from  a  difterent  Caufe  ;.- 
tho'  fmce  their  Humours  fympathize  pretty  much, 
being  Bigots  and  Slaves  alike  to  the  Monks,  and  zea- 
lous Servants  to  the  Holy  Office,  'tis  furprizing  that 
%hey  fiiould  be  more  in. love  with  the  Severity  of 
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the  Germans.,    which  keeps  them  under  very  great 
Redraint. 

As  there  arc  few  People  in  Italy  To  wicked  as 
the  Ncapolitayis.,  fo  there  are  few  that  are  fo  igno- 
rant and  ftunid.  They  Teem  to  make  no  other 
life  of  their  Reafon,  than  to  give  a  Relifn  to  their 
Vice  ;  fi^.r  unlefs  fome  wicked  a6lion  i.-.  in  han),. 
a  Ncapoliian  has  littk  more  Scnfc  than  a  Beaft. 
This  grofs  Ignorance  prevails  even  among  the  Peo- 
ple of  Diilincftion,  and  'tis  really  furprizing  to  fee 
how  fliallow  they  are  !  They  can  tell  iiow  many 
Temples  there  are  in  Naples  \  v.'hich  are  the  Saints 
Days ;  what  Streets  tlie  ProcefTions  go  tiirough  ; 
what  Coffee-houfes  People  meet  at ;  and  that  is  all 
thev  know.  Th'othcr  Day  as  1  was  in  one  of  thofe 
Goftee-houfes,  I  heard  a  Neapolitan  Nobleman  afk  a 
Qi^icilion  of  a  Frenchman^  which  will  en?.Me  thee 
to  judge  of  the  Underftanding  of  j^.is  Peers  :  Ml' 
aik\i  very  ferioufly  if  the  Harbour  of  Parh  was  a^ 
handfome  as  that  of  Naples.,  and  if  the  Kin2;'s- 
Ships  rode  in  it  ?  I  am  willing  to  think  that  all  the: 
other  Noblemen  are  not  quire  iiich  Focls  ;  hut  in 
general  ihcre  is  no  Ignor.mce  like  to  that  of  a  Av  ■ 
cpoUtan  Noblcm':in. 

Moil  of  tlie  Grandees  of  the  Countrv  rcfide  c(^.ni- 
monly  at  Rome  ;  they  oafs  fome  Time  c\'crv  Ye:.r 
at  Naples^  and  after  that  Seafon  is  over,  tiiey  go  bac!< 
again.  They  arc  in  the  right  to  think  /^/^wr  a  much 
more  agreeable  Place  to  refide  in  ;  for  there  is  no 
Compra-ifcn  bctvv-ixt  the  two  Cities. 

The  Temples  at  Naples  are  magnificent  beyond 
all  ExprefTion  ;  they  are  adorned  from  top  to  bot- 
tom with  Marble,  Porphyry,  Gold,  Silver,  Brafs, 
and  magnificent  Painting  5  and  thofe  of  Rcfne,  un- 
lefs we  except  Sr.  Peter^s,  are  not  better  than  thofj 
of  this  City.  One  of  the  chief  w^s  built,  as  the 
i  4  Naza^ 
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Nazarenes  fay,  upon  account  of  a  great  Miracle  ;. 
for  at  Naples^  as  in  the  reft  of  Ttaly^  fcarce  any 
thing  is  done,  in  which  the  Saints  are  not  remarkably 
concern'd.  They  fay  therefore  that  the  Devi],  itl 
the  Shape  of  a  Hog,  walk'd  every  Day  regularly  ia- 
the  Place  where  the  Temple  is  built;  and  that  he 
irighten'd  the  Inhabitants  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
they  ran  away,  and  the  City  was  by  degees  quite  de- 
ferted.  This  Devil  of  a  Hog  made  a  terrible  Grunt- 
ing. He  fpcnt  his  Time  better  than  in  turning  up, 
the  Grour.dwith  his  Snout;  for  when  he  caught  any 
Perfon,  efpecially  fuch  as  had  not  taken  care  to  givej 
Charity  to  the  poor  Mendicant  pTiars,  he  maltreated 
them,  and  reduced  them  to  a  Condition  which  enr 
danger M  their  Lives.  One  Pompcnius^  who  was  at 
that  time  Pontiff''  of  Naples^  confulted  a  Female^ 
Saint  for  whom  he  had  a  very  great  Devotion,  and 
il:ic  order 'd  him  to  build  a  Temple  for  her  in  the^ 
very  Place  where  the  Hog  ufed  to  take  his  Recreation. 
As  foon  as  the  firft  Foundation-Stone  of  this  Edifice 
v/as  laid,  the  Devil  difappear'd  for  ever ;  and  the 
Pontiff  caus'd  a  Brazen  Hog  to  be  made,  which  is-. 
kept  in  the  Veftrv  of  this  Temple,  to  preferve  the 
Remembrance  of  fo  illuftrious  a  Miracle. 

1  liere  arc  feveral  Things  in  this  City  that  are 
every  whit  as  furprizing.  In  a  certain  Convent  of 
Monks  there's  a  Pi£l:ure,  by  which  the  Painter  prc- 
ifitended  to  reprefent  the  Deity,  in  Converfation 
with  one  Thomas  d^Jqitinas.  But  all  thefe  Prodigies 
are  meex  Trifles,  compared  to  what  happens  here 
every  Year  in  the  principal  Temple,  which  they 
call  the  Cathedral :  The  Blood  o^  one  Jamiarius^ 
flopped  up  in  a  Bottle,  boils  as  often  as  they  bring 
it  near  the  Shrine  in  which  his  Body  lies.  When, 
this  Miracle  is  flow  in  the  Operation,  and  'tis  ne- 
ceflary  to  prefect  the  I3ottk  fcvsaalTiiiies  to  the. 

S,hriiie^^ 
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\  Shrine,  the  People  take  it  for  a  Threatning  of  the 
greateft  Dangers.  If  Januarius  fhou'd  not  happen 
to  be  in  the  Humour  to  let  his  Blood  boll  at  all^ 
there  wou'd  perhaps  be  fome  fltange  Revolution  in 
the  City.  ■'Tis  true  that  the  Viceroys  of  Naples  or- 
der the  Priefts  very  ferioufly  to  fee  that  the  Miracle 
has  its  Operation,  and  tell  them  they  (hall  be  an- 
iwenible  for  the  Succefs  of  it.  Scjme  ^cars  ago  th.e 
Bottle  not  bubbling  as  foon  as  it  uil-d  to  do,  the  Peo- 
ple ran  raving  about  the  Streets  like  mad  Folks  ;  but 
ai'  length  the  Miracle  operated,  and  a  Calm  fuc— 
cc eded. 

Is  it  po/Tible,  dear  Monceca^  that  Men  fhou'd  be 
fo  Ignorant  and  filly  as  to  give  into  fuch  Chimae- 
r;:s,  and  for  others  to  be  fo  knaviih  as  to  endeavour- 
thus  to  abufe  the  Credulity  of  the  Vulgar  ?  What; 
ivou'd  the  Nazarenes  Uy  of  us,  if  we  gave  into  fuch 
Errors  ?  What  Piles  of  Tracts  wou'd  be  writteiv 
againft  us?  How  ridiculous  would  their  Authors 
make   us  ?   How  bitterly    wouM  they  reproach  us. 

*  Ye  fil!y  People  (t he v  wou'd  lay  to  us)  wiiat  a  Part: 

*  do  you  make   the*  Divinity  to  perform  ?   Has  hcr- 

*  need    to  manifeil   hinifclf  hy  fuch  Mummery  ? 
^  Lift  up  your  Eyes  to  Heaven.     See  how  the  Sun 

repeats    wirh    Gigantic   Sirides    its    &<v\y   Race. 

*  rhefe  are  Tokens  Vv^orthy  of  the  Grandeur  of  the 

*  Almighty.     Have  vou  forgot  that  he  has  forbiil 

*  you  by  his  Law  to  make  yourfcif  the  Likenefs  ot' 

*  any  thing  in  Heaven  above,    or  upon  the  EartU 
'  beneath,,  or  in  the  Waters  ucder  the  Earth.  Daili 

*  your  Vial  therefore  in  pieces,  and  the  Image  which 

*  you  think  has  ^he  Power  of  makifig  tliis  Elood  to- 
'boil.     Remember  that   the  G<-hI  of  voiir  Father^;- 

*  even  puniflrd  the  Children  for.  the  Wickedncfs 
'-  of  their  Parents.'     Such  would  be  the  Language 
of  the  Naxarencs  to  v?,.     But  if  tbey  therrJelves  ik>' 
a  tilings  'tis  always  virtuous  and  lau^iabk.     iiafaili-^- 
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feility  is  their  Portion,  and   Error    and   Confufion 

©UxS.. 

Fare  tliee  well,  dear  Monceca^  and  let  me  have 
the  Delight  to  bear  from  thee. 


LETTER     LXIV. 

Tt'vm  Aaron  M o  n  c  e  c  a  ,  at  Paris,  to. 
Isaac  On. is,  a  Carane^  formerly  & 
Rabbi,   at   Conftantinople. 

A  Poet  of  whom  I  have  often  made  mention  to 
•^^  thcc,  has  lately  inrich'd  the  Theatre  Vv'ith  a 
n^w  Trag'-'dy  which  is  beautiful,  moving;,  well 
conducled,  well  diverfify'd,,  and  full  of  noble  and 
bold  Sentiments.  Before  I  communicate  fome  RcC- 
fie61ions  to  thee  which  I  have  made  upon  the  Sub- 
jed  of  this  Piece,  and  that  thou  may'll  the  better 
reliih  'em,  tis  necelTary  for  me  to  fay  one  Word  to 
thee  concerning  the  Author's  Chara^ier. 

Voltaire  (which  is  his  Name)  is  of  a  lively  pe*' 
jietrating  bold  Genius ;  he  is  an  excellent  Verfi- 
iier,.  a  better  Philofopher  than  Poets  are  generally,, 
a  Man  of  Honour,  affable  and  without  Ceremony 
in  Society,  but  {o  prepoilefs'd  is  he  in  favour  of 
a  Man  of  Wit,  that  he  efreems  a  truly  learned 
Man  far  beyond  an  antient  Nobleman,  who  has 
110  other  Merit  than  his  Title  or  Extraftion.  The 
little  Rcgi.rd  he  has  fnewn  upon  fome  Occafions 
to  Perfons  of  the  ifrft  Rank,  has  brought  dange- 
rous Enemies  upcn  his  Back.  He  writes  with  fuch 
a  bold  Pen,  and  fcmetimes  gives  fuch  a  public 
Rebuke  to  Superiiitioa,    that   the  Monks,    their 

EaiiiHiries 
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EmifTiries,  and  thofe  who  tlon't  love  lam,  give  it 
out  all  over  Europe^  that  he  has  no  Religion  at  all. 
Neverthelefs  in  all  his  Works  there  is  a  Spirit  of 
Gandor  and  Humanity,  which  plainly  fhcws  that 
be  is  thoroughly  convinc'd  of  the  Exifience  of  a. 
God,  who  is  Good,  Juft  and  fovereignly  Powerful ; 
and  even  fome  of  thofe  Pieces,  for  which  he  is  mof<: 
bitterly  reproach'd,  and  in  which  he  conllantlv' 
denies  his  having  any  o>.are,  are  full  from  the  Be- 
ginning to  the  End  of  the  Praifes  which  all  islun 
are  obligM  in  Gratitude  and  Duty  to  afcribe  to  the 
Divinity. 

That  which  is  furprizrng  in  this  Country  \s^  the 
Fury   Vv'-ith    which   People  attempt,    tho'   without 
Pi  oofs,  to  charge  certain  Books  and  Writings  upon 
Perf^ns  that  difavow  them.     Tlioii  would'Il  be  dc- 
celvM  if  thou  thought'il  that  in  France  an  Author 
was  only  refponfible  for  i;is  own  Works;  he  is  ac- 
countable for  all  that  the  Public  and  .his  Enemies  are 
pk'akd  to  impute  to   him.     ^Ene  Vulgar  has  con 
demn'd  twenty   Writers  for  Pieces   in  whish  thcv 
never  hid  tlie  lead  Hand.     But  vvdiat  will  ailonifiv 
thee  more,  ii;  the  Spite  which  certain  mean  Authors, 
the  vile  Excrements  of  Parriajfus^  bear  to  all  thof^- 
that  are  difringailh'd  for  their  Merit:  and  Learnini^v 
They  furfeit  tiic  Town  with  an  Inimdatbn  of  Satyrs^, 
find   fiiult  with  the  belt  Books  without  any  Deco- 
rum,  launch  out  into  lnve6li\'cs  in  Coffee-houfes,. 
and  other  public  Places,,  and  by  mecr  Dint  of  Cla- 
mour tliey  fv>metimes  gain  the  Belief  of  tlic  credu- 
lous Part  of  the  Public  ;  like  to  the  Ravens,   which- 
b.y  their  Croaking  filenee  the  Song  of  the  dear  Nigiitr 
ingale,  or  drown  its  Melody.  -^' 

Oj^QOi  Voltaire's  bi'teren;  Slanderers^  is  a  Mon- 
flcr  fpevvM  uo  out  oi"  Kell  for  the  Punlfhment  of 
all  Authors  who  hav^c  arry   Reputatica^   and  value 
ibemfelves  upon. their  Honoiu\     Rau'JeaUy    v/iiici»: 
i.6  ^  ii. 
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is  the  Name  of  this  Brother  of  AleBo^  with  his  Qui- 
ver of  Calumny,  wounded  every  Man  that  had  any 
Merit  with  his  Arrows  \  and  tho'"  he  v/as  the  Ene- 
my of  all  Mankind,    his  Hatred  raged   with    the 
ffliore  Violence    againft  thofe  that   he  thought   the 
aioft  deferving  of  Efteem,     So  many  Crimes,  in. 
ihort,    brought  all  Frtwce  upon   his    Back :    The. 
Government  thought  itfelf  bound,  in  Intereft  to  de- 
fl:roy  a  Villain  and  a  Madman  ;  he  was  condcmn'd 
hy  ayi  Arret  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris^  and  if  he. 
.fead  not  fled  for  it,   he  wou^d  have  fufFer'd  the  jull: 
Punifliment  of  his    Crimes    by    the    Hand   of   the: 
Haneman.     He  wander'd  a  long;  while   from  one 
Kingdom  to  another ;    and  his  Genius  and  Talent- 
for  Poetry  made  him  welcome  at  firft  to  thofe  that.; 
did    not  know    him.       But  like  to   the   Viper  ia 
/Efop^  he  ikwat  his  Benefactors  as  foon  as  they  had' 
tekucd   him  from  the  miferable  Plight  to  wiiich. 
he  was  reduc'd  by  his  Rambles.     At  laft,  being, 
weary  of  \i\&  Crimes,  tho'   not  fatiated,  he  ftay*d.. 
fome  time  v;ithout  roufmg  his  poifonous  Serpents  ;. 
but  then  like  an  implacable  Fury,    from  his  Re-= 
treat  he   befpatterM  all   good   Authors^,  whom  he 
hated  the  more  by  reafon  of  his  Banifliment.  That, 
dear  Ifaac^  was  one  of  Voltaire'^  principal  Adver-- 
iaries  ;  and  by  him  you  may  judge  what  the  others- 
■were. 

I  come  now  to  Voliaire^s  Tragedy  of  Jlzlray^ 
which  is  a  Piece  I  take  to  be  condu£led  with  a 
great  deal  of  Art  and  Learning.  The  Attention, 
of  the  Audience  is  fufpcntjed  and  animated  even  tO' 
the  laii:  Scene  y  and  the  f>fth  AGi  furniflies  fuclx 
Diilrefs,  as  is  very  moving.  I  will  give  thee  arr 
Idea  of  the  Piece  and  of  the  Charaders  of  the  chief 
Allots. 

JIvarez<i  the  Father  of  Guzman,  Governour  of 
Ferii-y  opens  the  Scene  with  his  Son^  and  tells  him» 
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of.  the  Grant  which  he  has  receivM  from  the  Coun- 
cil at  Miidrid  to  rcfign  his  Employment  to  him. 
He  intreats  him  to  releafe  Tome  Prifoners  that  were 
apprehended  the  Day  before,  and  acquaints  him 
bow  he  was  favM  in  a  Battle  by  one  of  them,  an  A-- 
vierican  Youth.  Don  Gwzjna'n  is  loth  to  follow  his 
Father's  Advice*  The  Characters  of  Don  Aharez 
and  Don  GuiLinan  are  urrravcll'd  peifectly  well  in 
this  tirft  Scene,  and  their  Converfation  makes  the 
Audience  abfolute  Mafters.  of  the  Subjed  of  the. 
Piece.  Guzman^  when  he  grants  Life  to  the  Pri- 
foners of  his  Father,  who  is  as  good-natur'd  and 
as  compaflionate  to  the  Unfortunate,  as  his  Son  is 
proud,  haughty  and  cruel,  intreats  him  to  try 
what  he  cou'd  to  turn  the  Heart  of  Jlzira  (the- 
Daughter  of  Monteza-y  Sovereign  of  a  Part  of 
pQtoft)  whom  he  is  to  marry.  In  the  fame  Ac^ 
we  are  inform'd  by  Ah'ira  her  felf,  that  (he  had 
been  promised  to  Zamor^  an  American  Prince, 
and  that  flie  was  ju/l  going  to  be  join'd  to  him  in 
Matrimony,  whcrt  the  cruel  Guzman  came  and  fe- 
parated  her  from  a  Lover  whom  llie  ador'd,  \\\ 
repeating  the  Account  of  her  Misfortunes  to  her 
Father  Monteza^^  while  he  was  pleading  with  her 
in  favour  of  Guzman^  fhe  acquaints  the  Audience 
of  them  without  Affedlation,  as  well  as  of  her 
changing  her  Religion.  \\\  the  very  fird  Scenes  the 
Subjc£t  of  the  Piece  is  fully  explain'd.  Za?nor 
who  was  thought  to  be  dead,  is  one  o\  thofe  un- 
known Prifoners  that  had  been  fct  at  liberty.  He. 
meets  Alxira  again  the  very  Moment  that  flie 
comes  from  the  Altar  where  fhe  had  fvvorn  to  be 
true  for  ev'er  to  Guzman^  who  comes  that  inlbnt 
and  furprizes  them  both  together.  The  great  Spi- 
rit of  this  American  did  not  fufPer  him  to  conceal 
his  Name  and  Family.  Guzman^  who  v/as  vcx'd 
a;id  jealous  to  the  iail  Degree,    refglvcs  he  fhall 
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die  J  but  afterwards  his  Father  oppcfed  his  Refolu- 
tion,  and  by  a  certain  Accident,  which  hasacharm^ 
ing  Effe<Sl:  on  the  Minds  of  the  Audience,  this  fame 
Zamor  is  difcover'd  to  be  that  very  American  who 
liad  ^a^''d  the  Life  of.^/i'^r^z;  in  Battle.  Gu-zmarr^ 
iiotvv^ithilanding  his  Father's  Intreaty,  orders  Tar 
mor  to  be  committed  to  Prifon.  Alzira  trembling 
for  her  Lover,  bribes  one  of  his  Keepers  ;  \vho  un- 
dertakes to  carry  him  fafe  out  of  ihe  I'ownj  but 
no  fooner  does  Zamor  find  himfelf  at  liberty,  than 
he  takes  the  Opportunity  to  facrifice  the  cruel  Guz- 
iiian  on  the  Spot,  tho'  attended  bv  his  Guards.  lis 
is  thereupon  feiz'd  and  fentenc'd  to  die, .  as  is  like- 
wife  Ahira^  who  was  thought  to  have  had  a  Share 
in  the  Murder  of  her  Spoufe,  tho'  (he  w-ii-s  perfectly 
iiinocent.  But  jutl  as  thefe  unhappy  Vicflims  to 
Love  were  expecting  every  Minute  to  be  put  to 
death,  Giiz?nan^  who  was  not  yet  dead  of  the  Wound 
he  rcceiv'd  from  Zamor^  makes  am.ends  for  all  his 
Cruelties  and  Barbarities,  by  ihewing  a  generous 
Clemency  in  the  laft  Breath  ot  his  Life. 

This,  in  few  Words,  dear  Ifaac^  is  the  Subj.i^ 
of  the  Piece;  and  the  follov/ing  are  the  diiTerent 
Characters  c^  the  Aclors. 

Alvarez  is  a  perfe61:  honefl  Man,  full  of  Can- 
dor and  Humanity,  zealous  for  his  Religion,  but 
without  being  blinded  by  that  Rage  to  which  they 
give  the  Name  of  Piety. 

Gwzwrt^z  is  proud,  vain,  haughty^  {lately,  cruelj 
fuch  a  Man,  in  fhort,  as  the  Spah'iards  are  repre- 
fented  to  be  who  conquer 'd  Mexico  \  and  is  fo  fully 
poul'fs'd  with  the  pernicious  Maxims  of  the  Maktrs- 
of  Converts,  that  provided  they  are  hut  made 
Chriftians,   'tis  all  alike  to  him  '.vhich  way  'tis  done. . 

MrAiteza  is  a  new  Convert,  convinc'd  of  the 
Religion  which  he  has  embrac'd;  but  l/is  Daugh- 
ter un  the  contrary  wedded  toiler  old  Prejudices^ 

owes 
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owes  her  Virtue  to  her  own  good  Senfe  only,  fo  that 
few  of  her  Motives  are  fou'iided  on  Reli^iion. 

'Lamor  is  zealous  for  his-  Gods,  a  fiuthful  Lovery 
farm'd  by  the  pure  Leflbns  of.  Nature,  humane  to 
all  Men  in  general,  irreconcileablc  to  his  Enemies, 
full  of  Valour,  and  fit  for  putting  the  boldcfl  Yy<:,'!^ 
figns  in  execution. 

Thefe  various  Characters  are  kept  up  pcrfcdlly: 
well,  and  accompany'd  with  many  glaring  Incidents, 
Vv'hich  ilrongly  engage  Attention.  Jhare'z.  at  the 
ixxwt  time  that  he  gives  the  firft  Idea  of  his  owir 
Gharadtcr,  thus  informs  the  Audience  of  the  Q\  ueltlest. 
of  the  Spauardsy 

Jh!   Dieu  nous  envchlt^  par  un  contraire  Choix^ 
Pour  annonccr  fon  Nom,  pour  fo'ire  aimer  fes  Lcix* 
Et  nous^   de  ces  Cli7nais  DrJ^riidieurs  implacables ; 
Kous^  &  d'Or  ^  de  Sang  toujours  hijaUalies-y 
Defertcurs  di  fcs  Lcix  qii'il  falloit  c.n]e.]gn£r^ 
Nous  cgorgeons  ce  Peuple^  an  lieu  de  le  gagner. 
Par  Nous  tout  cfi  in  Sang^  par  Nous  tout  eft  en 

Poudrc  \ 
Et   Nous  'navons  du  Ciel  i?mte  que  Ja  Foudrei 
Notre  No?n^  je  ravoiWy  injpire  la  Terreur  ; 
Lcs  Efpagnols  fo7it  craints ;  mais^  ils  font  en  HorreuTy 
FUaux  du  nouveau  Mmde^    injiijlcs^  vains^    avaresy 
Ncus  fciils  en  ce  Climat  nous  fommes  les  Barhares^ 
L^  Amerieain^  farouche  en  fa  fmiplicite^ 
Nous  egale  en  Courage^  i3  nous  paffc  en  Bontc. 

Are  we  fent  hither  in  our  Maker's  Caufe, 

To  fpread  his  Name,   and  recommend  his  Laws? 

We  !   who  deilroy  the  Country  without  Mercy  V 

Shall  we  with  Blood  and  Gold  infatiate  rage? 

Shall  v/e  defert  his  Laws  we  were  to  teacli. 

And  cut  the  People's  Throats  to  win  their  Hearts? 

Our  Pricfts  are  ah  for  Blood,  for  Sword  and  Fire^ 

iVnd  only  in  iti Thunder  ad  like  Heaven! 

Our 


1 8^  ^^^  Jewish  Spy.      Let.  64^ 

Our  Name  I  own  it,  Terror  doth  Infplre, 
The  Spaniards  dreaded  are,  but  more  abhor'd. 
Proud,   covetous^  unjuft;  we,  we  alone 
Are  the  Barbarians  here,  of  this  World  the  Scourge#^. 
The  wild  y//>zmrjw,   tho*  rough,  )/et  honeft, 
Surpafleth  us  in  Goodncfs,  and  hath  not  lefs  Cou- 
rao;e. 

P cannot  b'e  certain,  dear  Jfaac^  whether  thou  art 
TtnGblc  that  all  the  different  Chara^ers  of  this  Play 
are  vifible  in  thefe  fourteen  Lines.  ^\^to^  Alvarez. 
is  difplay'd  by  the  CompaiTion  which  is  confpicuous 
in  his  XVords,  where  he  gives  a  perfedt  Picture 
of  the  Spaniards  and  the  Ainericans.  'Tis  plain 
that  this  is  a  Touch  of  a  Mafterly  Hand.  Th^. 
following  is  anotlier,  not  a  whit  inferiour  to  it: 
Alxira  fpeaking  to  her  Father,  draws  her  own^ 
Piclure. 

Mes  yenx  rCont  jufqu^lci  rien  vu  que  par  vos  Teux  f 
lAcn  Cceur^  change  par  vous,  aba?ido?2na  Jes  Dicux* 
ye  ne  regrete  point  lews  Grandeurs  terrajfces^ 
Devant  ce  Dieu  nouveau^  commenous^  abaijfees. 
Mais  vous^  qui  nCaJJiiries^  dans  mes  Troubles  crueh 
^e  la  Paix  Ixibitoit  aux  Pieds  de  fes  Autcls\ 
^e  fa  Loi^   fa  Morale^   &  confolante^   iff  pure, 
De  ?ncs  Sens  defolez  gueriroit  la  Blejjure-^ 
Vous  trompies  ma  Foibkjfe-,  Un  Trait ,  toujours  Vain- 

queur^ 
Dam  le  Sein  de  ce  Dier  vient  dechirer  mon  Co^nr. 
Jl  yporte  tine  Image  a  jamais  renaijjante: 
Za7nore  vit  encor  un^  Cosur  de  fan-  Amante 

Whatever  I  fee  is  with  my  Father's  Eyes^ 
Whatt'er  1  love  \z  for  my  Father's  fake: 
I.chang'd  my  very  Gods  and  took  my  Father's, 
Yet  has  this  Father,  pioufly  fevere, 
Wrong'd  my  believing  Weakiiefs,  and  undone  me. 

Be 
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jde  told  mc,  to  compofc  my  troubled  Heart, 
Peace  held  her  Dwelling  at  the  Altar's  Foot. 
He  told  me,  his  Religion  cur'd  Defpair, 
Its  Law,   its  Moral  comforting  and  pure, 

I  And  foften'd  every  Pang  that  pierc'd  the  Soul. 

'  But  ah  !   *twas  all  Deceit  !  all  dear  Delufion  ! 
Mix*d  with  the  Image  of  an  awful  God, 

I  A  human  Image  ftruggles  in  my  Heart, 

i  And  checks  my  willing  Virtue  in  its  rifrng! 

I  Zii/nor,   tho'  dead  to  Nature,  lives  to  Love  j 
Zamor  ilill  triumphs  in  Jhira's  Brcaft. 

J       That  Trouble,   and  that  Struggle  of  the  Mind. 

I  which  Jizira  fo  well  exprefles,  perfei^ly  denotes, 
the  Difpofition  of  a  Heart  only  chang'd  by  a  pater- 
nal Refped,  and  which  has  not  fuch  a  firm  Belief 
in  the  new  Deity  which  it  ferves,  as  to  merit  its 

'  Favours  and  Rewards.  How  particular  foever  y//- 
zirt^'s  Charadler  is,  'tis  perfe6lly  fupported,  and  full 
of  new  Sentiments  created  by  the  Novelty  of  the 
Subje(St.  Such  is  this  Pafiage,  where  the  Author 
makes  Alzira  draw  a  Parallel  between  the  Spanijh 
and  American  Ladies., 

;  Bar  cc  grand  Chnngemcnt  dans  ton  Afne  tnhumaint^ 
Bar  un  Effort  fi  beau,  tu  vas  changer  la  tnimne, 
T^u  Vaffures  ma  Fc'i,  mon  Refpecf,  mon  Retour, 
Tous  mes  Vceux,  s'll  en  eji  qui  tiennent  lieu  d^  Amour* 
Bardonne — -^^  m^egare-^^Epreuve  mon  Courage. 
Beut  etre  une  Efpagyiole  eut  promts  d'^avantage  : 
Elle  eut  pu  prodlgucr  Us  Charmes  de  fes  Blcurs. 
Je  n'ai  point  leurs  Attraits^    W  je  ?i'ai  point  leura 

Alaurs. 
Ce  Cct'ur  fi?nple  ^  l^  for?ne  des  Mains  de  la  Nature ^ 
En  VQidant  s'adoucir,  redouble  ton  Injure  : 
Mais,  enfin,  c^ejf  a  toi  d'cffayer  dcformais 
Siur  ce,  Cd^ur  indo?npte  la  Fores  dcs  Btenfaiti* 

By- 
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By  fuch  a  Change  in  thy  inhuman  Breafl, 
By  fuch  a  pleafing  Force  thou  changeft  mine. 
Your  Right  fccuresyou  my  Refpedl,  and  Faith, 
And  all  my  V^ovvs  too,  if  they  can  cliarm  like  Love. 
Forgive  me,  i  fliall  be  betray'd  by  Fear, 
To  promJf<^  till  I  overcharge  my  Powct. 
Yet  try  what  Changes  Gratitude  can  make. 
A  Spanijh  Dame  perhaps  wou'd  promife  more. 
Profufe  in  Charms,  and  prodigal. of  Tears, 
WouM  promife  all  things — and  forget  them  alL- 
But  I  have  v^^eaker  Charms,,  and  fimpler  Arts  ; 
Guilelcfs  of  Soul,  and  left  as  Nature  forni'd  me* 
I  err,  in  honeft  Innocence  of  Aim, 
And  feeking  to  compofe,  ini!ame  you  more. 
But  to  what  Lengths  I  may  he  tam'd — by  Benefits^^ 
'Tis  in  your  Power  to  try,  not  mine  to  tell. 

I  ov/n  to  thee,  that  I  thought  this  a  charming 
PafTage;  the  uncultivated  Nature  which  is  predo- 
minant in  Al%ira*s  Petitions,  and  the  Contempt 
which  fl-.e  afFefts  of  the  DifTimulation  and  Difguife 
of  the  £,vr5^^^;2  Ladies,  ftrike  the  Mind,  and  attach 
it  voluntarily  to  Manners  and  Cuftoms,  which  how- 
ever imperfeclly  known,  affecSt  by  thefr  Singularity.. 
I  wou'd  have  a  Poet  always  apply  himfeif  to  find 
out  fome  Subje6l  which  may  furniih  him  with  new. 
Ideas.  Voltaire  has  hit  upon  the  Secret  of  making 
Alzira  iiXy  a  thoufand  bright  Things;  and  while 
fhe  is  in  a  doubt  concerning  the  Truth  of  the  Reli- 
gion which  fhe  has  embrac'd,  fne  explains  in  fix, 
Verfes  what  the  Learned,  have  hardly  been  able  to- 
comprize  in  huge  Volumes. 

Grand  Dleu  !   Condui  Zamore  au  milieu  des  Deferts, 
Ne  ferois  tu  le  Dieu^  que  d^un  autreUnivers  ? 
Z^es  feuls  Europeens  font-ih  nez.pour  te pla'ire  ? 
Es-Ui.  Tiran  d'un  Monde ^  ^  de  I' autre  k  Fere  ? 
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Les  Vahiqucurs^  hs  Va'incm^  tons  les  fcibJes  Hu7nain3y 
Sont  lis  egalcincnt  VOuvrage  de  tes  Malm? 

Great  God  !  Be  Za?nor^s  Guide  amidft  his  Deferts. 
Won  id 'ft  tliou  be  God  of  the  other  World  alone  ? 
Are  th'  Europeans  only  born  to  pleafe  th.ee  ? 
Art  tliou  one  Wcrld*s  Tyrant,   and  t]^>c  other's  Fa- 
ther ? 
Vlclors,  and  Vanquifh'd,  all  the  humrn  R.ace^ 
Are  not  they  equally  thy  Handy- Vv'ork  ? 

Methinks  I  hear  fome  ridiculous  Bigot  exclaim- 
ing againft  thefe  moving  PafTages,  and  treating  the 
Author  as  a  Manichee,  Ignorant  Creature  !  not  to 
know  that  the  only  way  for  a  Writer  to  raife  the 
Beauty  of  one  CharacSler,  is  to  charge  Imperfections 
upon  another,  in  order  to  fliew  the  Contraft  ;  and 
that  Jlziras  Doubts  give  a  Luftre  to  the  eflablifh'd 
P\iitli  c{  A'lontcza. 

I  conclude  my  Extracl  of  ':his  Piece,  dear  Ifaocy 
witii  a  Pufrage  worthy  to  be  cngrav'd  in  Letters  of 
Gold  ;  a  Maxim  which  Sovereigns  fhould  always 
have  in  their  View ;  which  the  Inquif.tors,  Perfe- 
cutors,  and  other  Klonfteis  of  human  Nature  ought 
to  meditate  profoundly,  and  which  all  Mankind 
ought  to  follow. 

uMrr'sy  renoncer  auxDieux,  que  Von  ^ro'it  dam  fon  Caeur-y 
C'ejl  le  Cr'nnc  d'lm  Ldchc^  ^  mn  pas  une  Erreur, 
Geji  trahir  a  la  fo'is^  foiis  un  Mafque  hipKfitc^ 
Ei  Ic  Dieu  qu'on  pre.fere^   i^  le  Dieu  que  Vw,  quitte* 
G'e/i  7ncntir  au  Ciel  merne^  a  VUn'roers^  ^  fi'^- 

Had  I  renounc'd  my  Gods,  yet  flill  believM  'em  ; 
That  had  not  been  an  Error,  but  a  Crime 
That  had   been  mocking  Heaven'i  whole  Hoft  at 
once  i 

The? 
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(The  Powers  I  quitted,  and  the  Power  I  chofe.) 
A  Change  like  that  had  difciphn'd  the  Tongue 
To  lye  to  the  whole  World,  to  Heaven,  and  Con- 
fcience. 

What  Misfortunes,  what  Guilt  might  Men  have 
cfcap'd,  if  they  had  been  convinc'd  of  thefe  Princi- 
ples !  For  want  of  this,  how  much  Blood  that  has 
been  fpilt,  has  been  fpilt  unjuftly  f 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac^  and  may  the  God  of  our 
Fathers  inlighten  thy  Heart  and  thy  UnderiTnnding,. 
load  thee  with  Bleffing  and  Wealth,  and  give  thee 
a  numerous  Family. 


LETTER    LXV. 

From  Jacob  Brito>   at  Milan,  to  Aaroij 
MoNCECA,  at  Paris. 

>T~^IS  a  Fortnight  a^o  that  I  left  Naples^  and  am 
endeavouring  to  get  as  foon  as  1  can  to  Sivit- 
%erland ;  yet  I  fhall  ftay  a  few  Days  at  Milan.  Since 
I  have  been  here,  I  have  perceiv'd  a  great  many 
things  that  are  worth  a  Traveller's  Attention.  The 
City  is  large,  and  well  built ;  the  French  and  Pied- 
montcfe^  in  whofe  Power  it  is  to  be  for  fome  time 
longer,  are  not  m.uch  lovM  by  the  Inhabitants  ;  and 
the  jealous  Hufbands  efpecially  figh  for  the  happy 
Moment  when  the  Germans  are  to  come  and  deliver 
them  from  thofe  troublefome  Gallants. 

Since  the  French  became  Maflers  o^  Milan ^  Wine, 
has  very  much  fallen  in  its  Price,  and  the  Number 
of  Chriftnings  is  confiderably  augmented.  A  great 
£riany  Hufbands  who  never  had  Children,  and  thought. 
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their  Wives  barren,  now  enjoy  the  tender  Appel- 
lation of  Father ;  which  happy  Muhiplication  the 
Zealots  afcribe  to  the  InterceiTions  of  Charles  Borro' 
7nM.  The  Aftrologers  fay,  "'tis  owing  to  the  happy 
Influences  of  the  Stars  *  ;  but  the  jealous  Hufbands 
•think  that  the  French  have  much  more  Share  in  it, 
than  either  the  Saints  or  the  Corleftial  Globes. 
They  are  therefore  impatient  for  the  Return  of 
the  Germans^  and  I  doubt  not  but  thev  will  caufe 
public  Thankfgivings  to  be  obferv'd  upon  their  Ar- 
rival, to  thofe  Sainfj  in  whom  they  place  the  great- 
eft  Truft. 

The  Milancfe^  as  well  as  the  other  Italians^  have 
very  great  Protc6lors  or  Patrons  with  the  Deity,  to 
whom  they  have  built  m.agnificent  Temples.  The 
principal  Advocates  whom  they  have  chofcn  in  the 
Coeleftial  Court,  formerly  liv'd  in  theff  City.  Of 
•thefe  Clou  f  (which  fignifies  a  Nail)  and  Charles 
Borromeo  are  the  moft  diftinguifh'd.  On  the  Fe- 
itival  of  Clou^  his  Shrine  is  laid  upon  the  high 
Altar  of  the  Dome,  and  the  People  come  from  all 
Parts  to  proftrate  themfelves  before  it.  A  Mul~ 
titude  of  Folks  that  are  poflefs'd  with  the  Devil, 
come  and  put  themfelves  into  the  moft  aftonifhing 
Poftures  before  the  Saint,  torment  themfelves,  cry, 
howj,  and,  in  fhort,  a£t  the  fame  Part  at  Mllan^  as 

*  The  Almanac  de  Milan ^  a  famous  one. 

f  This  requires  feme  Explanation  :  Jaco}>  Brito  hear- 
ing fome  Talk  at  Milan  about  the  Holy  Nail,  thought 
it  was  really  a  Saint,  which  had  formerly  exifted  in  Flefh 
and  Bones ;  but  this  Saint  is  only  a  great  Piece  of  Iron, 
deify'd  by  Avarice,  on  pretence  that  it  was  one  of  thofe 
which  had  been  drove  into  the  real  Crofs.  There's  haW 
«  hundred  of  thofe  Nails  in  Europe  j  and  every  Church 
that  has  one,  does  not  fcruple  to  cry  down  the  -reft,  in 
order  to  prove  its  own  to  be  senuine. 

the 
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•the  Convulfionaries  do  at  Paris,  Their  Difoafes 
are  cured  after  a  very  pleafant  Manner:  A  Prieft 
throws  fome  Flowers  at  them,  which  he  plucks  out 
of  thofe  that  adorn  the  Saint's  Shrine;  -and  the 
Devils,  fenfible  of  the  Smell  of  the  Pinks  and  Vio- 
lets, become  good-natur'd,  peaceable,  complaiiant, 
enter  into  Converfation  with  the  Priefts,  and  talk  to 
them  very  courteoufly.  There  is  nothing  fo  en- 
gaging to  the  Curiofity  of  a  Philofopher,  as  to  be  a 
Spectator  of  thofe  Scenes.  The  Enthufiafms  of  the 
Prieftefs  of  Delphi  v/ere  notliing  to  it.  Among 
thofe  People  fo  poiTefs'd,  who  perform  the  fame 
■Ceremony  ev-ery  Year,  there  are  fome  Pcrfons  to 
^vhom  they  teach  feveral  Words  of  different  Lan- 
guages ;  the  Priefts  make  a  great  Handle  of  this  Arti- 
fice, for  the  common  People  are  very  much  furprizM 
to  hear  a  Pea^nt  talk  in  a  Language  which  he  never 
^learn'd. 

Some  time  ago,  a  Nazarene  Do(Slor,  who  vc^as 
interrogating  one  of  thofe  People  pofTefs'd  by  the 
Devil,  forgot  the  Queftions  which  he  was  to  afk 
him,  and  propofed  fome  to  him  that  related  to  one 
of  his  Brethren  ;  who  underftanding  the  Watch- 
word, thought  he  addrefs'd  himfelf  to  him,  and  an- 
fwer'd  for  his  Comrade.  This  Adventure  fomewhat 
aftonifh'd  the  Do61;or  ;  but  he  quickly  recovered 
from  his  Surprize,  which  was  only  obferv'd  by  thofe 
who  knew  the  Ridicule  and  Fraud  of  thofe  infernal 
Comedies. 

The  Milanefe  are  altogether  as  fuperftitious  as 
their  Neighbours  \  but  they  accommodate  their  De- 
votions to  their  Pleafures,  and  as  the  Saints  Days 
procure  them  a  great  deal  of  Diverfion,  they  take 
•as  much  of  it  as  they  can,  efpecially  the  Fair  Sex, 
the  Fryars,  the  Gallants,  the  Muficians,  and  the 
Sellers  of  Lemonade. 

The 
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The  Carnival  at  A4ilan  is  almoft  as  gay  as  it  is 
at  Venice  ;  that's  a  Seafon  when  all  People  ab:indon 
thenifelves  to  Pleafure,  and  ev^en  the  Ts^uns  in  the 
'Convents  take  their  Share  of  it  ;  for  they  a6l 
■  Comedies  one  among  another,  drefs  thenifelves  lik-e 
Harlequins  and  Scaramouches  in  Linfey-woolfcy, 
and  at  tliat  time  Sifter  Dorothy  and  Sifter  Angelica 
become  BufFoons  and  Jackpuddings.  From  Chriji' 
inas  till  Lcnt^  People  croud  to  the  Convents  to  look 
through  the  Grates,  and  fee  thofe  Companies  of 
Female  Comedians,  who  acquit  themfelves  wonder- 
fully, and  often  play  their  Parts  better  than  real 
Comedians. 

The  Monks  are  in  nothing  Inferior  to  the  Nuns 
as  to  Mafquerading,  and  they  alfo  ad  Farces  public- 
ly in  their  Convents ;  the  Father  Prior  adls  the 
Cuckold  of  a  Turn-fpit ;  the  young  Noviciates  a6t 
the  Parts  of  Angelica  and  Spineta  to  a  Prodigy  ;  and 
•every  Soul,  even  to  the  Lay-Brothers,  is  for  fharing 
in  the  public  Divcrfions.  Thefe  Monks  even  ex- 
tend the  Art  farther  ;  they  go  to  private  Houfes  to 
-a6t  their  Parts,  and  for  a  Treat  you  may  have  a 
Band  of  Francifcam  or  Augujlinians  at  your  Houfe  a 
whole  Afternoon ;  nay,  you  may  pick  and  choofe 
among  all  the  different  Orders  of  Monks. 

Notwithftanding    thcfe     private    Companies    of 
Performers,   there  are  feveral  others  of  true  Come- 
-dians  difpers'd  up  and  down  the  City.     The  chief 
Theatre,  which  is  taken  up  by  the  Opera,   is  mag- 
nificent, and  the  Decorations  pompous.     The  Ml- 
■lanefe  have    a    particular   way  of  applauding    their 
Actors  and   AcSlrefTes  ;    they  compofe  Sonnets,  or 
\  '-elfe  get  fome  Hackney-Poets  to  write  them;  and 
]   "when  a  V'irtuofo  or  a  Virtuofa  has  fung  perfedly 
well,    they  fcatter  thofe  printed  Sonnets  all  about 
the  Theatre.     Thefe  Songs  are  all  of  'em  in  praKe 
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of  fome  Ador ;  and  it  often  happens  that  in  theii* 
Poetry,  Julius  C^far^  Ta?nerlane,  and  Mahomet  II. 
are  but  Striplings  compared  to  Signiors  Scalfi^  FaYe- 
nlli,  Sine/Ini,  and  other  halves  of  Pvlen,  who  have 
paid  very  dear  for  the  Advantage  of  a  clear  Voice. 
The  En_gl'ijh  have  another  manner  of  applauding:, 
-ivhich  is  much  more  pleafing  to  the  A.-<Si:ors  :  Inftead 
of  Verfes^  they  fcatter  Purfes  full  of  Ducats ;  and 
the  Gentlemen  Virtuofos  are  not  fo  fond  of  Glory^ 
as  to  prefer  Sonnets  to  Piftoles.  They  are  fain  to 
be  content  however  with  the  former  in  Italy ^  where 
thty  can't  do  better ;  for  there's  no  Milamfe 
that  has  a  Temptation  to  applaud  after  the  EngliJh 
^manner. 

There  are  few  Nobility  fo  covetous  as  thofe  of 
^is  Country  ;  they  have  learnt  the  way  to  be  faving, 
and  to  divert  themfelves  at  a  fmall  Expcnce ;  they 
get  the  Charges  of  all  the  public  DIverfions  defray'd 
by  a  Society  of  Citizens  and  Merchants  who  are 
call'd  Faquini^  becaufe  they  open  the  Carnival  by  a 
Mafquerade,  In  which  they  are  drefs'd  like  Peafants. 
The  Nobles  lend  their  Palaces  for  the  Entertaiii- 
■ments  gi-ven  by  the  Faquinl^  but  they  don't  con- 
tribute a  Shilling  to  the  Expence  of  them  ;  and  fome   | 
of  'em  would  be  glad  to  let  their  Houfes  out  to  pay 
the  Rent,  if  they  thought  the  thing  wou'd  not  be 
Icnown. 

There  Is  no  Place  next  to  Naples^  where  AfTaffi- 
nations  are  committed  fo  fafe  and  cheap  as  at  Mi" 
■Jan.  'Tis  true  the  Germans  and  Frerich  are  very 
much  againft  fuch  fort  of  Bargains  3  neverthelefs 
there  are  Numbers  of  People  eafy  enough  to  be 
found,  who  for  a  Piftole  will  deliver  you  from  an 
Enemy.  When  'tis  attended  with  any  Difficulty 
or  Delay,  in  order  to  cut  all  Ceremony  fhort,  they 
wait  near  fome  Church   for  the  Peribn  they  in- 
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tend  to  Murder  ;  and  after  they  have  done  the  Job, 
they  go  very  coolly  into  the  Church,  and  miike  it 
their  San6luary. 

I  have  made  enquiry,  dc^r  Afo?iceca ^  into  the  Ori- 
gin of  that  Immunity  vv^hich  has  been  granted  to 
the  Temples  of  feveral  different  Religions,  and  after 
ferious  Confideration  of  the  Motives  that  occafionM 
this  Cuflom,  I  don't  find  any  other  than  the  Am- 
bition of  the  Priefts :  Thofe  among  xhe  EgypticviSy 
the  Greeks^  and  the  Ifraelites  our  Forefathers,  who 
had  the  Care  of  the  Divine  Worfhip,  were  every 
whit  as  ambitious  as  thofe  among  the  Moderns: 
They  thought  to  gain  the  Refpcdl:  of  private  Men, 
%y  giving  them  a  Sanctuary  in  any  Diieafes  thnt 
might  happen  to  them,  but  never  diflinguifh'd  be- 
tween the  Crime  and  the  Misfortune,  {<:>  that  the 
AfiaiTm  found  as  much  Security  in  the  Temple, 
as  the  Man  that  flied  Blood  involuntarily.  The 
Naxarene  Monks  retain'd  this  Cuilom  in  Countries 
where  they  had  the  entire  Rule.  They  rlfo  grant- 
ed the  fame  Privileges  to  their  Churclics  and  Mo- 
nafteries,  as  were  indulg'd  to  the  Palaces  of  So- 
vereigns and  their  AmhaiTadors.  But  the  Rights 
which  they  arrogated  to  their. felves  were  fo  abufed 
by  them,  that  they  became  noxious  to  Civil  Soci- 
ety ;  there  was  no  Crime  ever  fo  great,  bu:  found 
a  Sanduary  among  them  ;  whereas  Princes,  who 
4iave  a  Power  to  grant  Immunities,  only  protect 
thofe  Perfons,  whc^fe  Faults  are  pardonable,  and 
not  inconfiflent  with  tliC  Character  of  the  Man  of 
Honour.  An  AmbaiTaJor  v/ould  certainly  not  havi 
given  any  Shelter  to  Cartouche -,  on  the  contrar/, 
there's  not  one  but  wou*d  have  caufed  him  to  be 
arrefted.  But  that  infamous  Robber,  m  fpite  of 
his  Crimes,  wou'd  have  met  with  entire  Safety  in 
Italy  in  one  of  the  mod  paultry  Chap::!s.  Alas  ! 
dear  Monccca^  is  it  the  Pl'-n^'ure  of    he    Ovitv  that 
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his  Altars  fhoiild  give  a  San6lIon  to  Wickedne/s  ? 
is  it  not  abfurd  to  build  Temples  to  the  Almighty, 
vn\y  to  furnifli  Retirement  and  Shelter  for  Villains  ? 
How  cruel  is  that  Superftition,  which  under  the 
Veil  of  Piety  gives  fuch  Authority  to  Guilt  ?  Hap- 
py are  thofe  Nazarene  Nations  which  have  not  given 
into  this  Error,  and  which  puniih  Tranfgreflions 
even  in  the  Sanctuary. 

Milan  is  furnifliM  with  as  good,  and  as  power- 
ful Relics  as  any  Town  in  Italy  ;  thofe  of  Charles 
Borromeo^  which  are  the  mofl:  confiderable,  are  kept 
in  a  Coffin  made  of  feveral  Pieces  of  Rock  Cry- 
ftal,  join'd  together  by  Plates  of  Silver  gilt.  The 
Body  of  this  Nazarene  is  flill  to  be  feen  entire  thro' 
the  Crydal ;  indeed  notwithftanding  the  extraordi- 
nary Care  that  was  taken  in  embalming  it,  Part  of 
his  Nofe  has  by  length  of  Time  receiv'd  fome  Da- 
iiiage.  A  Monk  of  whom  I  afk'd  the  Reafon,  af- 
iur*d  me  that  God  had  permitted  this,  becaufe  the 
Saint  in  his  Life-time  had  been  two  fond  of  fwcet 
Odours,  and  that  the  Lofs  of  one  half  of  his  Nofe 
was  the  Punifnment  of  his  Senfuality.  If  the  Deity 
were  thus  to  ftigmatife  the  Failings  of  all  the  Naza- 
rene Saints,  I  really  believe  there  are  few  of  the  ca- 
jionifed  Friars  thatwou'd  have  a  Tongue  left  in  their 
Mouths,  for  they  have  been  generally  prodigious 
Gcrmandifers,  and  great  Lyars. 

If  the  J^ws^  dear  Monceca^  had  a  Tafle  for  Re- 
lics, we  might  find  fome  at  Milan  that  wou'd 
Tuit  our  Synagogues  perfectly  well.  Mofes's  Rod  is 
kept  in  the  Cathedral  cf  this  City  :  'Tis  true,  that 
it  is  no!:  prov'd  to  Demonftration  to  be  the  fame  Rod 
x^hich  was  made  ufe  of  by  that  Prophet,  for  they 
11. ew  another  at  F^07ne  in  the  Church  of  St.  John 
de  Later  an  ;  therefore  the  furefi:  v/ay  not  to  be 
miftaken  v/ould  be  to  buy  both,  or  elfe  charitably 
to  fjppo^,  what  is  very  pofTible,  that  the  Legiflator 
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had  two  Rods.  In  the  the  collecting  of  Reh'ques  of 
fuch  Antiquity,  one  muft  not  ftand  upon  Trifles, 
nor  be  too  critical,  but  take  the  whole  in  the  Lump 
^s  the  Ndzarcnes  do.  If  we  were  minutely  to  ex- 
amine everything  that  is  faid  touching J/?/>i's  RoJ, 
we  fliou'd  be  at  leail  as  much  confounded  as  tiiey 
are.  The  Rabbi  Aharhanel  has  wrote  a  long  Dif- 
fer tation  upon  this  Rod,  in  which  he  tells  a  great 
many  extravagant  things,  and  affirms  magifteriallv, 
that  A'lofcs  carried  it  to  the  Mountain  where  he  died, 
and  that  it  was  laid  in  that  Prophet's  Tomb.  I  cou'd 
wifh  that  the  Rabbi  Abarhanel  woW A  do  me  the  Fa- 
vour to  tell  me,  who  reveal'd  this  Fa(Sl  to  him ; 
till  then  we  may  fafely  make  fliift  with  the  two  Rods 
which  the  Nazarenes  have ;  and  if  a  third  appears, 
it  is  but  buying  that  too. 

There  is  alfo  a  Rclique  cf  much  more  Note  in 
-another  Church  *  ;  'tis  the  Serpent  which  Alofes 
fct  up  in  the  Defert.  As  to  this  Relique  there  aie 
not  two  of  the  Sort  as  there  are  of  the  Rod  ;  but 
let  the  Nazarenes  fay  what  they  will  of  it,  I 
queRion  whether  it  was  cotemporary  with  that 
Prophet.  I  fhou'd  rather  take  it  for  a  Memorial 
of  Tome  extraordinary  Event,  as  the  Qoofe  of  the 
Capitol.  Therefore  I  wou'd  not  advifc  our  Sy- 
nagogues to  offer  to  trouble  th^mfelves  with  tiiis 
Piece  of  Antiquity,  which  I  think  to  be  Ro- 
??ian^  rather  than  Egyptian.  This  famous  Serpent, 
which  is  of  Brafs,  is  placed  upon  a  Column  of 
Ivlarbie.  How  ftark  blind  are  fome  Men  !  Let's 
pity  them,  dear  Monccca^  rather  th:in  defpife  them. 
Folly  is  the  very  Appendix  of  Human  Nature, 
Happy  are  they  to  whom  Heaven  has  granted  a 
little  more  Underftimding  than  to  fome  of  their 
Fellow-Creatures. 

*  In  the  Vellr-v-  of  the  Church  of  St.  .Uhrofe 
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Fare  thee  well,  dear  Monceca ;  as  fc^on  as  I  get 
into  Switzerland  I  fliall  write  to  thee.  Live  content 
^nd  happy. 


LETTER     LXVI. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  to 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite^  formerly  a 
Rahhi,    at   Conftantinople. 


S 


INCE  I  heard  from  thee  laft,  I  doubt  not  but 
thou  art  arrivM  in  Egypt  -,  and  I  write  to  thee 
vvMth  a  firm  Confidence  that  there  my  Letter  will 
find  thee.  Our  Friend,  Jacob  Brito^  v/ho  is  on 
the  Point  of  leaving  Italy ^  and  going  to  Switzerland^ 
has  made  very  good  Remarks  in  his  Travels,  which 
he  has  been  fo  kind  as  to  communicate  to  me.  I 
hope  thou  wilt  not  have  lefe  Complaifance,  and 
that  thou  wilt  communicate  to  us  both  every  thing 
that  thou  findcil  remarkable  or  confiderablc  in 
Egypt. 

1  fhall  endeavour  to  get  as  much  Improvement 
?.s  polTible  by  my  flay  at  Paris.  1  was  yefteiday 
at  the  public  Court  of  the  Parliament,  and  heard 
two  of  the  moft  celebrated  Advocates  of  the  King- 
dom plead:  I  was  very  much  pleafed  v/iih  their 
Speeches,  which  were  really  beautiful ;  the  Style 
was  clear  and  accurate,  and  fo  eloquent,  that  all 
the  Audience  applauded  thofe  two  able  Advocates. 
Yet  to  compare  French  Oratory  with  that  of  Ci- 
r.ero  and  Demofthcnes^  their  Merit  appears  to  be 
much  inferiour  to  that  of  the  Antients  ;  for  they 
jvavc  neither  their  Majefty,  nor  the  Sublimity  of 
ilicir  Genius,  nor  their  Fire  of  Imagination.    Being 
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fully  convinc'd,  after  Inquiry  into  the  Caufcof  thi?? 
Difference,  that  it  couM  not  be  this,  namely  thr.t 
CL'c^ro  and  Dcmojihcnes  were  Men  not  to  be  match'd, 
becaufe  Nature  had  not  forgot  how  flie  form'd  their 
Brains,  1  difcover'd  that  the  Advantages  of  the  an- 
tient  Orators  were  owing  to  their  Situation,  and  to 
the  Subiedb  of  which  tlvjy  treated. 

There  are  fome  SubjecSls  wliich  fpontaneouflv  fur- 
nlfii  the  Mind  with  Ideas  thiU  are  grand,  fublime, 
a/id  magnificent,  and  which  don't  need  tlie  Dif- 
pofition  of  Phrafes,  and  the  Harmony  of  Words 
to  elevate  the  Mind,  fiiice  the  plainelt  Terms  arc 
fufficient  to  exprefs  them.  In  fpcaking  of  the  J)i- 
vinity,  for  Inflance,  all  the  Ideas  which  thj  VJn- 
derftanding  receives  of  him,  engage  it,  feize  it,  an-i 
in  a  Manner  tranfport  it  beyond  its  Sphere. 
Then  the  mod  common  Di6lion,  provided  it  be 
plain  and  diftincl,  and  clearly  convevs  tiie  Ideas, 
is  fufficient  to  give  Energy  to  the  Difcourfe,  and 
the  plained  Eloquence  becomes  fublime.  Of  the 
Truth  of  this,  we  have  a  decillve  Inftance  in  the 
Book  of  Gencfis^  where  God  fays.  Let  iLere  la 
Light  \  and  there  was  Light.  Gen.  cap.  v.  ver.  3. 
In  this  Exprefiion,  which  even  the  Pagans  own  to 
be  fublime,  the  Obedience  of  the  Thing  created 
feems  to  conform  to  the  Will  of  the  Creator  in 
the  fime  Moment.  What  Ideas  are  there  notcoTi- 
vey'd  to  the  Mind  in  fucii  fimple  Terms?  The  Pav- 
er of  God^  the  Creation  of  Lights  Clearnefs  form  d 
by  a  fwgle  IVord^  and  granted  to  the  Univerfe  by  the 
Goodiiefs  of  an  iiwnenfe  and  omnipotent  Being.  The 
Choice  of  Woi-ds,  and  an  affccied  Turn  of  the 
Phrafe,  v/ou'd  have  diminifli'd  the  fublime  Simpli- 
city of  this  Pailage. 

If  it  be  confefsM  that  the  Subjc£l  is  of  infinite 

Service  to  the  Orator,  and  can   in  V^vx\t  meafure 

render  him  eloquent  v/ithout  the  Help  of  Art,   it 

K  3  wiU 
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will  be  cafy  to  difcover  the  true  Reafon  of  the  Su- 
periority of  the  Antients  over  the  Moderns. 

An  Advocate  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris  has  a 
notable  Caufe  to  defend,  when  he  pleads  for  the 
Fortune  or  Eftate  of  a  private  Man.  If  it  be  an 
Affair  wherein  any  Perfon  of  Diflinclion  is  con- 
eern'd,  'tis  the  Sitbje(51:  of  a  celebrated  Plea.  But 
whatfoever  Suit  an  Advocate  may  defend  at  Paris^ 
there  is  not  one  Caufe,  the  Merits  of  v^hich  ftripp'd 
of  its  Ornaments,  can  infpire  the  Audience  with  a 
certain  Greatnefs  of  Mind,  feize  their  Attention  at 
once,  and  raife  it  to  Notions  which  are  in  a  manner 
unknown  to  them.  What  Mind  can  help  being  af- 
fected, when  an  Orator  fays  that  he  pleads  for  the 
Fortune  of  a  King?  The  Beginning  of  Cicero^s  Ora- 
tion for  King  Dejotarus,  and  the  whole  Exor-. 
ciium  of  the  faid  Plea,  which  is  a  Mafter-piece  of 
Eloquence,  is  not  fo  much  obligM  for  its  Beauty  to 
the  Aiiiftance  of  Art,  as  to  the  Dignity  of  the  Sub-. 
je£l.  Let  an  Advocate  prepolTefs  his  Audience  in 
the  fubJimeft  Terms,  let  him  plead  for  a  French- 
man cfprefi^d  vj'ttb  the  Stripes  of  Fortune^  a  Victim 
i':  tJ:e  Copricioufnefs  of  Dc/Iifiy  ;  ivere  he  to  fet  him 
of  as  a  Mun  cndsufd  with  Virtues  that  put  his  Pcr- 
fecv.tors  to  the  Blujh ;  and  were  he  to  i?itereft  the 
(rods  ihcwfehes  as  vjell  as  Men  in  the  Arret  which- 
is  to  decide  the  Fate  of  his  Client^  he  may  by  the 
Choice  of  harmonious  Terms,  and  by  the  beauti- 
ful Cadence  of  his  Phrafcs,  flrike  thx  Ear  agreea- 
bly, but  he  v/ill  never  engage  the  Mind,  and  ne- 
ver raife  it  to  fo'high  a  Degree,  as  that  Orator  will; 
who  only  fays,  /  plead  for  the  Fortune  of  a  King^ 
occ.  There's  a  natural  Subimiity  in  thefe  Words; 
they  offer  above  twenty  Ideas  to  the  Underftand- 
ing  ;  they  are  expreiTive  of  the  Grandeur  of  the 
Subje^   treated  of  j    they  reprefejit   to  the  Mind^ 
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a  King,  who  is  the  Judge  of  others,  oblig'd  to  de- 
fend himfclf,  and  in  fliort  they  engage  it  in  Favour 
of  the  Pcrfon  attack'd,  on  account  of  the  Digniiy 
and  Majefty  of  his  Rank. 

As  lofty  as  is  the  Beginning  of  the  Oration  for 
Dejotarus^  it  perhaps  coit  Cicero  lefs  Pains  than  tjie 
Preamble  of  his  Oration  for  Archi^:s.  But  in  the 
firft  he  pleaded  for  a  PCing,  and  in  tl:e  ftcond  for 
a  Poet.  The  Beginning  of  the  firft  Catiline  Ora- 
tion is  judg'd  by  all  Mankind  to  be  a  Piece  of  pei - 
fe6t  Eloquence;  I  grant  it  is,  but  what  was  tlic 
Subjed  of  it  ?  What  was  the  Reafon  of  that  cele- 
brated Apoftrophc  of  the  Orator?  No  his  than  a 
Republic  which  was  Miftrefs  of  the  World,  in  Dan- 
ger of  immediate  Deftru6fion  from  a  Rebel. 

The  Dignity  of  the  Subjecls  treated  of  frequent- 
ly determines  the  Degree  of  the  Orator's  Elo- 
quence ;  and  no  wonder  therefore  when  we  fee  in 
D€?ncjihenes  and  Cicero  fuch  Pafiagcs  as  ftrike  and 
engage  us  more  ftrongly  than  thofe  we  mtct  with 
in  the  Moderns.  They  were  neither  more  leariKd, 
nor  more  witty  than  the  latter,  but  thcv  wcnr 
upon  Subjects  which  furnifh'd  both  Wit  and  Learn- 
ing, and  led  naturally  to  t!ic  Sublime.  It  wouM 
be  eafy  to  fliew  that  in  the  ordinary  Caufes  pleaded: 
by  CiccrOy  he  is  not  fuperiour  to  Patru  and  Er- 
rarely  and  if  both  tlie  latter  had  liv'd  ^t  Rowt\ 
they  wou'd  not  liave  been  inferiour  to  him  in  any 
thing. 

The  Advocates  Cxeneral  of  the  Parliaments  have 
it  more  in  their  Power,  than  meer  Advocates, 
to  enjoy  the  Advantages  of  the  Greek  and  Rotnan 
Orators ;  for  they  are  fomctimes  employ 'd  in  Cau- 
ies  of  Weight  and  Importance  to  the  Good  of  the 
State,  and  iji  the  Difcourfes  which  they  make  in 
tlieir  Remonftrances,  they  are  capable  of  fpeaking 
■with  a  certain  Dignity,  which  comes  up  pretty 
K  4  near 
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iR-ar  to  the  Rofnan  Grandeur.  But  their  Genius 
is  impovcrifli'd  and  weakened  by  a  Naniber  of  tri- 
fling Niceties,  and  an  infignificant  Detail  of  For- 
j-nalitfes.  'Tis  with  the  Fretich  Magiftrates  as  with 
the  Scholaftic  Philofophers  ;  and  take  away  their 
i.omnion  beaten  Maxims,  they  knov/  not  where  to 
£x  themfelv'cs.  Were  it  not  for  Arijiotle^  a  Re- 
gent of  Phllofophy  is  apt  to  think  that  tlie  Light  of 
Nature  only  ferves  to  mifiead  us ;  and  the  gene- 
rality of  the  Gownmen  v/ou'd  not  prefume  to  hold 
«n  Opinion  which  they  don't  find  in  Ctgas^  AlouliUy 
and  Argentre. 

Among  the  Antierits,  the  Freedom  of  Think- 
ing was  one  of  the  principal  Caufes  of  Eloquence. 
The  Greeks  and  the  R.omcins  were  not  fo  fond  of  lean- 
ing upon  the  Authority  of  other  Men,  as  of  build- 
ing upon  Reafons  that  feem'd  to  convince  their 
own  private  Judgment.  There  are  not  fo  many 
(flotations  in  all  the  Pleadings  of  Cicero  and  De- 
mofthenes^  as  in  the  iiift  Page  of  thofe  of  le  Ma'ttre. 
Of  what  Importance  is  it,  that  fuch  an  Opinion 
was  maintain'd  by  fuch  a  Doctor,  fuch  a  Father  of 
the  Church,  or  fuch  a  Lawyer  ?  If  it  be  contrary  to 
Reafon,  and  the  public  Benefit,  it  ought  to  be  no 
jnore  valued  than  that  of  an  Ignoramus. 

'Tis  a  Folly  to  go  about  to  juftify  the  Failings  of 
frme  Men  ;  for  what  is  good  in  them,  there's  an 
abfolute  Neceility  of  commending  them  ;  but  to 
deify  their  Defecfls  is  ridiculous  Idolatry.  What  \ 
bccaufe  forfooth  du  Moulin  and  d' Argentre  are  not 
a.'2ieed  in  certain  Queftions,  muft  I  not  dare  to  de-  ' 
termJne  in  a  Point  which  to  m.e  appears  clear  and 
tvident?  Muft  I  fpend  whole  Years  rather  before  I 
come  to  a  Determination  ?  An  Inquiry  fo  infigni- 
ficant, blunts  the  penetrating  Faculty  of  the  Mind,, 
and  e:d:aufts  its  Vivacity  and  Force. 

Tiie 
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Tlie  Engiijh  take  a  furer  way  to  attain  to  the 
Sciences  \  tliey  only  grant  their  Confent  to  Truth. 
The  Authority  of  all  the  Authors  both  antient  and 
modern,  cou'd  not  force  them  not  to  make  ufe 
of  their  Reafon.  They  judge  of  Things  by  the  Ideas 
whicli  they  have  of  themfelves,  and  not  by  the 
Notions  of  other  People.  The  Liberty  which  the 
EngViJh  Nation  enjoys,  might  alfo  be  a  very  great 
Aflilhuice  to  fuch  as  apply  themfelves  to  Eloquence, 
A  Speaker  at  the  Head  of  the  Commons,  who  tallis 
for  the  Welfare  and  Safety  of  his  Country,  who  in- 
forms the  Sovereign  of  the  Neceilities  of  hisSubje(!?LS, 
who  renews  the  Allurances  of  that  mutual  Alliance, 
and  reciprocal  Condu6l  between  the  Prince  and  the 
People,  treats  of  Matters  which  arc  of  equal  Im- 
portance to  the  Subject  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  Ora- 
tors. It  wou'd  not  therefore  be  an  e^traordinarv 
thing  to  find  Eloquence  carry'd  to  a  farther  Degree 
in  England  than  it  is  in  France.  Ambition  itfelf  may 
be  of  very  great  Service  towards  it.  An  able  Ad- 
vocate at  Parh  gains  five  or  fix  hundred  thf)ufand 
Livres  at  mod  in  his  whole  Life-time  ;  but  be  he 
ever  {o  eloquent,  he  has  only  a  daily  Salary  f  >r  \\\i 
Learning  and  liis  Talcp/cs,  and  tlvat's  all  the  Reward 
he  mult  expect.  In  England  miw.y  Honours  are  an- 
ntx'd  to  Perfons  of  a  difanguifa'd  Geniur.  Ari 
able  Orator  may  be  chofe  for  the  Advocate  oi  \vm 
Country;  and  his  Eloquence  promotes  him  to  a 
Rank  in  Life,  which  nothing  but  pure  Merit  c^n 
lead  the  way  to.  \^  the  Offices  of  Prefident  cu 
Manlier  in  France  were  beftow'd  upon  tiK  fc  Advo- 
cates that  dillinguiOi'd  themfelves  mofi:,  I  doubt  not 
but  the  Bar  wou'd  make  a  more  illulirious  Kig^iru 
than  it  does  now.  The  Ambition  of  attaining  to 
the  Chief  Office  of  the  Magiftracy  wouM  be  a. 
greater  Incitement  to  the  Study  of  Eloquence,  ajid 
the  Advocate  when  he  came  cnce  to  knov/  rhrt: 
K   5  iicr 
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he  was  born  and  cut  out  for  great  Employments^. 
"Vv'ou'd  entertain  f!;reater  and  more  noble  Ideas. 

_  o 

'i'he  Orators  are  to  blame,,  as  well,  as  otliers  o£. 
ihe  Learned,  in  letting  Money  up  for  their  Mark, 
rather  than  Glory.  I  have  been  acquainted  with  a 
great  many  Authors  in  m,y  time  ;  and  when  I  have 
talk''d  to  them  of  fome  of  their  Works  which  1 
thought  were  not  fo  accurate  as  tliey  fhculdbe,  they 
faid,  JVhat  woiid you  have  us  to  do?  The  Bookfcllers 
§iv€  us  hut  J^alf  a  Pijlole  a  Sheet.  What  can  one  per- 
form that  is  good  at  that  Price?  'Tis  the  fame,  I 
find,  with  the  Advocates,  I  have  hut  ten  Plftolcs  Fee 
for  a  Pleadir.g^  fays  one,  /ball  I fwcaf  arid  toil  in  a 
Caiife  for fuch  a  pvor  Sum  as  that?  /•  plead  as  1  am- 
■pald^  and  the  Merchandise  1  give  is  worth  the  Money 
I  receive, 

'Tis  impofUble  therefore  that  an  Orator  in  France. 
•ran  apply  himfelf  to  perfecSI:  his  Art,  and  to  get  an 
Elbte  at  the  fame  time.  It  muft  be  his  Option 
either  to  refolve  to  be  poor,  or  not  to  produce  any 
but  imperfe6l  Pieces.  'Tis  im.poiTible  that  the  great 
riurnberof  Ciufes  which  many  of  the  Advocates  un- 
dertake, ihouM  be  defended  as  they  ought ;  for  one 
xidvocatc  often  pleads  more  Caufes  in  a  Year,  than 
Cicero  and  Demojihenes  did  in  the  whole  Courfe  of 
their  Lives. 

Eloquence  has  been  carry'd  much  farther  in  the 
Pulpit,  than  at  the  Bar.  The  Compofers  of  Ser- 
mons, Panegyrics,  and  funeral  Orations,  were  ei- 
ilier  in  eminent  Pofts,  or  elfe  expecled  that  they 
ihou'd  be  advanc'd  to  fuch  by  meaws  of  their  Ta- 
Jt-nts  :  Their  Care  v/as  to  pleafe,  and  not  to  amafs- 
Wealth  J  and  to  perfect  their  Talents  v/as  their  only 
Study.  They  had  another  Advantage  alfo  over  the 
Orators  of  the  Bsir  :  All  their  Subje6ts  furnifn'd  them 
v.iih  a  vaft  Fund  of  Matter,  v/liich  was  fublirae, 
and  enough  to  elevate   the  Mind  by  being  barely 

contemplated,. 
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contemplated.  Is  any  thing  more  grand  and  ma-- 
jefHc  than  tlie  Explanation  cf  the  Orders  and  De- 
crees of  the  Deity  ?  Any  thing  that  touches,  ftrlkes, 
or  more  engages  Men  than  the  principal  Rules  of 
Morality,  and  the  fundamental  Points  of  their  Reli- 
gion? Bcurdakue^  Bofuet^  Flechier^  Sec.  were  much 
more  pcrfedt  in  their  kind  than  Patru^  le  Alaitrfy 
and  Errard,  yet  ihey  were  not  more  eloquent  than 
the  latter  j  but  their  SubjetSts  were  more  grand  and 
exttnfive ;  and  they  cou'd  afford  as  much  Time  to 
polifh  theirWorks,  as  was  necefiary  to  perfe£l  ^hem. 
The  Cafe  is  not  the  fame  wiih  the  Advocates:  Pa- 
tru  who  was  for  preferring  Glory  to  Riches,  and 
who  content  v/ith  a  P^eputation,  went  thro'  a  cer- 
tain Number  of  Pleadings  with  verv  great  C?.rc, 
both  liv'd  and  died  a  poor  Man.  He  was  afTiftcd 
by  a  Poet,  v/hofe  Gcnerofities  repairM  the  Injuries 
done  to  him  by  the  Caprices  of  Fortune  *. 

Wnat  a  Scandal  is  it  to  the  Frc?uh  that  fuch  a. 
Man  as  Patru  was  almoft  ready  to  be  ftarv'd,  while 
ChapeUdin^  and  a  Parcel  of  forry  Authors  were  al- 
lowed confiderablc  Pcnfions  ?  This,  dear  Ifaac^  is 
an  afte^ing  Inftaiicc  of  ihofe  Prejudices,  and  that 
ill  Tafte  which  prevail  fometiaies  in  the  moff  ^polite 
?a\ii  the  v.';rc{L  Ages.  That  of  Lewis  XIV.  was  kv 
tile  in  "Wits,  and  he  was  a  Monarch-  that  rewarded 
them  like  a  generous  magnificent  Prince  ;  but  he  :<1-- 
ni:i}  foro;ot  one  of  the  (ircateit  Men  in  his  Kinc^don)., 
while  iie  heap'd  his  Favours  on  the  worft  of  all  Poets  i  . 

Farewell,  dear  Ifaac ;  live  content  and  happv  .> 
and  let  me  hear  from  thee  oftner. 

*  M.  Patru  wanting  Money,  had  a  Mind  to  {ei\  In^ 
Library  ;  Bolleau  hearing  the  Rcrolatlon  of  this  poor 
Scholar,  bought  his  Library,  but  would  never  take  thc- 
Books  rifi  Patru  Vvas  dead, 

f  Chapellain  had  very  cor.Hderable  2enficriS  a;lov/'«.t- 
him  to  his  dying  Day. 

K.  6,  L  E  T- 
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From  Aaron   Monceca,    at   Paris,    /r 
Jacob  Brito,  /3^  Geneva. 

*^  H  E  Pvlanners  of  the  Parifiajr'^ uns^  dear  Br'ito, 
arc  much  more  rey-ular  thin  thofe  of  the  Vene" 
iians  \  not  that  they  think  their  Condition  more 
agreeable  than  the  others,  but  the  Check  and  Re- 
ftraint  which  they  live  under  at  Paris^  make  them 
virtuous  in  fpite  of  thcmfelves,  and  fupport  that  Dis- 
cretion of  theirs,  v/hich  couM  not  rehft  the  Tempta- 
tions that  are  too  ftrong  for  the  Venetian  Ladies, 
'i'he  Nunneries  in  this  City  are  Prifons  full  of  inno- 
cent Victims,  devoted  to  Avarice  or  Ambition. 
Tlie  French^  who  have  Good-nature  and  Compani- 
on for  the  Unfortunate,  depart  from  that  Character 
in  nothing  but  the  cruel  Ufe  which  they  make  of 
thofe  Convents. 

Half  of  the  Fathers  at  "Paris  are  as  barbarous  to 
their  Daughters  as  certain  People  of  Pcru^  who- 
keep  the  Women  they  take  in  War  for  their  Con- 
cubines, maintain  the  Children  they  have  by  them 
V.S  delicately  as  poffible,  till  they  are  thirteen  Years, 
of  Age,  and  then  eat  them*.  The  Practice  of 
the  French  is  much  the  fame ;  when  they  have 
three  or  four  Daughters,  they  get  a  Hufband  for 
{lie  Eldeft,  or  for  the  Favourite,  and  flridly  con- 
hne  all  the  reft,  whom  they  decree  from  their  Birth 
to  fuffer  a  thoufand  Torments.  I  don't  think ^  fays 
Montaigne^  that  'tis  fo  cruel  to  eat  a  Man  after  he 

*  The  HiHory  of  the  Incas,  lib.  i.  cap.  i2« 

is 
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is  dead,  as  when  h<,  is  alive.  I  am  of  his  Opiiiion, 
dear  Brito,  and  to  tell  thee  my  real  Sentiment,  L 
would  fooner  forgive  a  Father  ibr  killing  his  Infant 
the  Moment  it  was  born,  than  to  nurfe  it  to  fuch 
an  Age,  to  prepare  it  for  the  Suffering  of  horrid 
Torments  as  long  as  itliv'di  for  that  is  really  the 
Cafe  of  moft  of  the  Nuns:  And  of  this  I  can  afTure 
thee  from  my  own  Knowledge,  having  been  many 
times  in  Convents  with  the  Chevalier  de  Maifin^ 
who  made  me  acquainted  with  two  or  three  Kuif- 
women  of  his,  that  are  doom'd  to  pafs  all  their  Days 
in  Torments. 

I  faid  once  to  a  certain  Nun,   '   You  are  not  fo 

*  unhappy  as  you  imagine  5  while  you  are  fequeftred 
'  from  the  World  and  its  Perplexities,  your  Life 
••  fiides  on  ferenelyv  notliing  ought  to  trouble  you; 

*  you  are  not  difturb'd  by  any  Family  Cares.  In 
'  ihort,    you  have  the  very  three  things  in  which 

the  chiefefl:  Happinefs  confdts,  viz.  Virtue^ 
Health,  and  Competency.  You  are  miftaken, 
faidjhe,  I  have  neither  of  thefe  three  Ingredients. 
As  for  my  Virtue,  'tis  a  Virtue  per  Force,  and 
not  what  I  have  acquired  by  Choice  and  Pr^-engage- 

*  menti    'tis  therefore  rather   a   Conftraint  which 

*  hinders  me  from  fubmitting  to  the  Temptation, 
'  without  depriving  me  of  the  Inchnation,  than  a 

*  real  Hatred  that  I  have  to  Sin.     The  Grates  are 

*  a  Guard  to  my  Chaftity  and  Modefly;  yet  I  don't 

*  find  my  Heart  the  lefs  tender.  Of  what  avail  is 
'  therefore  a  Virtue,  which  can  be  of  no  fervice  to- 

*  wards  cahning  the  Mind?  a  Virtue,  which  is  fuch 
'  no  longer,  than  while  it  has  not  the  Liberty  of 
'  becoming  Vice  ? 

'  My  Health  has  been  deflroy'd  for  a  long  time  : 

*  What  with  Melancholy,  the  Regret  for  being 
»  coniin'd   witliout    deferving    it,    and    what  with 

*  the  Defpair   of    being  reftor'd  to    Liberty,    mv 

'  Blood 
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*  Blood  Is  corrupted ;  I  have  generally  fuch  a  fink— 
'  ing  of  Spirits,  that  1  am  ready  to  die,  befides  fre-^ 

quent  terrible  Fits  of  the  Head-ache;  and  before  I 

have  feen   much  of  the  Winter,    my  Phyficians- 

tell  me,   that  I  flian^t  live  till  the  Spring;   yet  1 

have  often  baffled  their  Predictions,,  tho'  by  v^rhat 

'  Accident,  I  know  not. 

^  'TiS  true  I  have  what  is  necefTary,  but  what 

*  does  it   avail   to   Happinefs,    for  the  Body  to   be 

*  nouriibed,  and  the  Mind  only  fed  v/ith   Gall  and 

*  Wormwood  ?   Moreover,  how  many  Plagues  and- 
*•  Mordficaticns  do  I  TufFer  for   this  Competency  ?>* 

*  Being   forc'd  Day  and  Night  to  obey  the  Call  of 

*  a  Bell,  I  fcarce  have  clofed  my  Eye-lids,  but  I. 

*  muft  rife,  tho*  it  be  as  dark  as  pitch,  to  halleri 

*  to  Mattins,    where   for  an  Hour  I  mumble  fom.e 

*  Lr<tm  Prayers   of  which  I  hardly  underfland  one 

*  Word ;  and  in  three  or  four  Flours  after  !  liave 
'  got  to  bed  again,  I  muit   retura  to  the  Oiiices.. 

*  My  whole  Life,  in  fhort,  is  fpent  in  reciting  my 

*  Breviary,  and  in  hearing  the  dull  Speeches  of  my 

*  Lady  Abbefs,  a  fantaftical,  moody,  odd,  peeviiii 
'  and  fuperftitious   Creature,  like  all  old  V/omen,. 

*  who  offers  to  God  the  Torments  which  ihe  makes 

*  me  fuffer  *. 

'  Confider  now.  Sir,  continued  this  Nun,  if  my 

*  Condition  is  (o  ferene  as  you  imagiae,  and  v/lie- 
'  ther  I  enjoy  the  three  main  Ingredients  of  fove- 

*  reie;n  Happinefs?  I  own,   faU  /,  that  1  am  de- 

*  ceiv'd  in  the  Notion  I  hud  of  it;  but  for  God's 

*  fake  pray  tell  me,    how  you  could   find  in  your 

*  Heart  to  make  Vows  that  v/ou'd  render  you  fo  un- 

*  happy?   I  will  now,  fmd Jhs,  give  you  the  Hiftory 

*  of  the  Vocation  of  three  fourths  of  the  Nuns  to 


*  OJfre  a  Dieu  k:  four  mens  qiidk  me  fait  foufrir. 
loileau  Sat.  x. 

^  tlie 
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*  the  Monadic  State ;  for  they  are  call'd  to  it  m  the 
'  the  fame  Manner  as  I  was. 

'   As  foon  as  I  came  to  be   fix  or  fcvcn  Years  of 

*  Age,  my  Mother,  who  was  abfolutely  determin'd 
*'  that  I  fliou'd  go  into  a  Convent,  whipp'd  me 
*■  regularly  twice  a-day;  the  leail  Fault  that  I  com- 

*  mitted  was  punifli'd  with  the  utmoft  Severity,   and 

*  with  this  Rigour    was   I  treated   till  I  was   nine 

*  Years  old.  At  length  I  was  told  that  I  was  to  go 
^  into  a  Convent   to  be  a  Boarder   there  with  one 

*  of  my  Aunts  who  was   a  Nun,  and  had  been  in- 

*  form'd  of  the  flate  of  Life  for  which  I  was  dc- 
^  fign'd.      The  two  firft  Months  that  I  pafs'd   in 

*  the  Monafter}^  I  thought  my  felf  in  Paradife. 
'-  My  Aunt,  inftead  of  Slaps  o'the  Face,  gave  me 

*  Sugar-plums;    there  was  now  no  more  Chaftife- 

*  ment,  no  more  Reprimands;  1  was  treated  with 
*■  extraordinary  Tendernefj-,  and  blefs'd   the  lirppy 

*  Moment  that  I  entered  the  Convent.     My  Mo^- 

*  ther  fometimes  took  me  out  with  her  to  dine  at 

*  her  Houfe;  but  thofe  very  Days  w^ere  Davs  of 
^  Sorrow  and  Ailiiclion,  for  1  always  return'd  in 
'  Tears  to  my*  Aunt,  who  comforted  me   for  tlie 

*  CufFs  and  Chidijigs  which  my  Mother  gave  me 
«  in  abundance.     In  fine,  flie  told  me,  when  I  was 

*  fixteen  Years  of  Age,,  that  I  mufl  now  take  my 
'  Choice,  that  is  to  fay,  return  to  my  Mother,  or 
'  commence  a  Nun.      You  will  eafily  Judge  that  I 

*  did  not  hefitate  which   to  do,    and  I  faid  I  wou'd 

*  take  the  Veil.  My  Mother  before  file  confcntcd 
'  to  my  Option,  obferv'd  great  Ceremony ;  (he  re- 
«  fufed  at  fii-ft  to  grant  me  my  Requef^,  and  I  was 
-^  actually  oblig'd   to  intreat  her,  for  the  very  thijig 

*  that  (he  long'd  moft  of  all  to  grant  me.  At 
'  hifl:,    after  many  Petitions  Ihe  faid   (he  was  wil- 

*  ling  that  I  fliou'd  be  a  Nun;  but  that  I  might 
;-  never  repent  my  Vocation,    (be  added,  that  Sie 

'  wiili'd 
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<  wifh'd  firft  to  fhew  me  the  World  a  little, 
'  that  I  might  not  determine  my  felf  without 
'  knowing  why  or  wherefore.     She  forc'd  me  to 

go  for    a    Fortnight    to    her    Houfej   and    really 

that  Fortnight  fully  confirmed  me  in  my  Purpofe.. 

She  made  me  rife  every  Morning  at  fix  a-CIock : 
'  A  curfed  Jade  of  a  Milliner,  on  pretence  of  fet- 

ting  me  off   fuitable  to  a  Mifs  of  my  Quality,. 

pull'd  my  Locks  for  three  or  four  Hours  toge- 
'  ther:  A  pair  of  Stays  was  made  for  me  in  whicli 
'  I  had  fcarce  Liberty  to  breathe.  There's  a  Nc- 
'   ceiTity,   faid  my  Mother,  for  drefTing  v/ith  Care,. 

*  to  go  abroad.  She  carry 'd  me  to  p:irs  the  Day 
'  in  fome  AlTemblies  of  old  GoiTips,  where  I  fate 
'  Vv'ith  a  demure  Countenance  for  five  or  fix  Hours 

*  together. 

'   Atlaft  came  the  happy  Day,  when  'twas  in  my 

*  Power   to  chufe  either  the  World  or  a  Convent. 

*  I  quitted  my  Stays  and  all  my  Finery,  bid  adieu 

<  for  ever  to  that  devilifh  Milliner,  and  came  back 
'  to  my  Aunt.  How  happy,  faid  I  to  her^  is  it  to 
'  be  free  from    that  Conftraint  of  which  fo   many 

*  Women  are  Idolizers  !  What  ?  is  this  a  World 
'  that  People  fhou'd  ever  be  forry  to  be  feparated 
«  from!  They 'that  are  fo,  muft  either  be  very  fdly,. 

*  or  know  but  little  of  it. 

<  Having  thefe  Ideas,  I  made  V^ows  that  nothing, 

*  fhou'd  ever  divorce  me  from  th;s  Houfe.  I  fpent 
'  my  firil  Years  in  Tranquility,  but  when  I  came 
'  to  be  nineteen  or  twenty  Years  of  Age,  1  began  to. 
«  find  that   I  had   been  deluded.      The  People  of 

<  the  World,  whom  I  faw  in  the  Parlour,  fcatter'd 
«  the  Mift  from  my  Eyes;  my  Heart  felt  certain 
'  Motions  of  which  it  was  not  A^afler;  the  linging 
'  of  the  Birds,  the  Sight  of  Men,  and  of  my  Self 

*  too,  v/hen  I  turn'd   to  my  Looking-glifs;    and 

*  above  all,  my  own  Heart  told  me  that  I  was  not 

'  mads. 
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made  to  be  infcnfible  :   But  alas !   to  what  Purpofe 
fliou'd  I  hav£  been  fenfible  !   My  Defires   wou'd 
only  have  been  an  Aggravation  of  my  Misfortune. 
I  endeavour'd  at  firlt  to  difpel  my  Uneafinefs  by 
reading  ;   but  the  more  Difcoveries  I  made,  the 
more  was  my  Mind  diflurb'd.     The  Books  that 
pleas'd   me  mcfi,  were  Romances  ;    of  which  I 
was  fond  to  tl^e  laft  Degree,  fo  that  I  bedew'd 
the  moft  tender  Paflagcs  with  my  Tears.     A  Lady 
of  my  Acquaintance  was  fo  complaifant  as  to  lend 
me  the  Booi^s,  and  i  loon  exhaulled  her  Library. 
My  Vexation  for  having  quitted  the  World,   and 
for  being  the  melancholy  VicSlim  of  tlie  Ambition 
and  Avarice  of  my  Family,  has  made  my  Life  a 
Burthen  to  me.     I  expect  nothing  to  fet  me  at 
Liberty  but  Death,  which  I  wifh  for,  much  ra- 
ther than  fear.     My  Mother  at  the  fame  time  is 
as  unhappy  as  myfelf ;  fhe  had  made  a  Sacrifice  of 
me  for  the  better  Settlement  of  my  eldeft  Sifler  in 
Marriage,  who  died   a  few  Days  after  the  Cere- 
mony J    fo   that  my  Family  has  no  Child  left  but 
me,  and  the  Eftate  goes  to  a  remote  collateral 
Branch  which  flie  hates,  and  has  Reafon  to  com- 
plain of.     It  feems  as  if  Heaven  had  taken  care  to 
revenge  my  Caufe.' 
I  know  not,  dear  Brito^  what   thou   think'ft  of 
this  barbarous  Practice  of  the  NavMnne  Papills,   in 
confining  their  Daughters.     But,  in  my  opinion,  he 
muft  have  the  Heart  of  a  Cannibal  who  invented  a 
Cuftom,  which,  under  a  Pretence  of  devoting  Souls 
'  to  God,  renders  a  Number  of  innocent  People  for 
.  ever  unhappy.     I  have  often  talk'd  with  the  Naza- 
rencs  concerning  this  Ufage,   fo  contrary  to  Reafoti 
arid  the  Law  of  Nature,     They  endeavour  to  juftifv 
it  by  Reafons  of  State  ;   If^   fay  they,  all  the  Daugh- 
^  ters   were  to  he  married^   Families  could  not  fupport 
I  thcmjclvei  in  a  certain  Ra7ik,  and  they  woidd  he  obliged 

to 
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to  make  unfuitahle  Matches.     Wretched  Argument  1 
which  has  no  other  Foundation  than  the  llupid  Va- 
nity of  feme  Nobles  infatuated  with  their  Condition; 
a  Vanity  as  prejudicial  as  the  Plague  to  the  Good  of 
Society.     How    do  the   Engnjh^    the    Szvedes^    the- 
PruJJlans,  the  Danes ^  and  other  Nations  do  ?    Are' 
they  lefs  attentive  to  preferve  the  Privileges  of  their 
Nobility,  than   the  French  or  the  Spaniards?  No, 
furely  ;   but  they  take  more  Care  not  to  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  be  blinded  by  old  Prejudices.     If  there  was 
no  Nun  in  France^  a  Nobleman  indeed  would  not 
marry  a  Girl  with  a  hundred  thoufand  Crowns  For- 
tune ;   nor,  on  the  other  hand,  would  he  be  oblig'd 
to  give  fuch  a  Fortune  to  his  Sifter.     If  we  look " 
into  Families  in  general,  and  confider  the  Eftates' 
that  come  into,  or  go  out  of  fuch  Families,  during' 
the  Courfe  of  a  Century,  we  fhall  find  it  much  the^ 
fame.     Befides,  of  what  Service  is  it  to  the  State- 
and  the  Republic,  that  certain  private  Men  accu- 
mulate immenfe  Wealth  ?  This  is  rather  contrary ' 
to  the  Intereft  of  the  Public  ;  for  'tis  the  better  for' 
a  Kingdom,,  where  its  Wealth  is  divided  into  jufl  . 
Proportions. 

Let  us  leave  the  Nazare77es^  dear  Brito ,  in  their 
own  Blindnefs  :    Is  it  our  Bufmefs,  v/hom  they  fo 
cruelly  perfecute,  to  endeavour  to  open  their  Eyes  ? 
But  why  fhouM  we  wonder  at  it,  when  they  thufc 
perfecute  even  their  own  Children  ?  Thou  can'ft  not ' 
imagine  how  many  Convents  of  Nuns  there  are  in-' 
France ;    every  Town   is   full  of  'em,  and  I  fancy-' 
they  are  as  numerous  as  thofe  of  the  Monks. 

Take  care  of  thyfelf,  dear  Brlto  ;  live  content  * 
and  happy ;  and  may  Ileaven  grant  thee  a  large  Fa--' 
mily,  of  which  thou  wilt  make  a  better  Ufe  than.,* 
fche  Nazar^nes  do. 


LETTER.. 
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LETTER     LXVIII. 

From  Jacob  B  r  i  t  o,  at  Geneva,  to  A  a- 
RON  MoNCECA,  ^/ Paris. 

5  ylS  now  fix  Days  that  I  have  been  at  Geneva^ 
■*■  where  my  Jtay  lias  been  longer  than  I  intended. 
The  City  was  formerly  very  ill  built,  but  for  fome 
Years  pafi:  has  been  embellifh'd  with  a  great  Num- 
ber of  new  Houfes,  the  Architecture  of  which  is  of 
a  very  good  Tafle.  The  Fortifications  of  Geneva 
are  good  and  regular ;  Men  are  perpetually  at  work, 
upon  them  ;  and  the  Citizens  contribute  with  Plea- 
fure  to  the  necefiary  Expences  of  finishing  them^ 
having  renew'd  the  Impofls  that  were  laid  for  fup- 
porting  the  Expences  for  ten  Years  *.  The  Gene^' 
vefe  might  fpare  themfelves  the  Charge  of  thefe  For- 
tifications, which  coO:  them  an  infinite  Sum  of; 
Money ;  for  their  Alliance  with  France^  and  the 
Proteftant  Cantons  are  their  Security  againft  the 
Infults  and  Invafions  of  the  Savoyards^  their  com- 
mon Enemy,  from  whofe  Dominion  they  formerly 
revolted. 

There  are  two  Rcafons  that  oblige  France  and  the 
Swltzers  to  prote6l  this  Republic  ;  'tis  not  the  In- 
tereft  of  the  French  to  fuffer  the  Savoyards  and  the 
Piedmont efe  to  gain  Ground  on  this  Side  of  the  Alps ; 
nor  is  it  the  Intereft  of  the  Protelhnt  Cantons  to 
fufFer  a  City  to  be  deftroy'd  or  fubdued,  which  may 

*  This  Lett^er  was  wrote  before  the  lats  Troubles  ia 
Gensiia. 

be 
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be  look'd  upon  as  the  Metropolis  of  the  Cahiniji 
Religion. 

Therefore,  as  both  Religion  and  State-Policy 
confpire  to  the  Defence  of  the  Genevefe^  I  can't 
imagine  what  is  their  Motive  for  rendering  their 
City  as  ftrong  as  the  beft  Places  in  Europe.  I  am 
apt  to  think  that,  according  to  the  Rules  of  true  Po- 
licy, their  Condu6b  is  to  be  condemned.  France 
had  never  been  tempted  to  break  her  Alliance  v/ith 
Geneva^  if  the  latter  had  ftill  remain'd  in  its  former 
Condition.  Who  can  tell  whether  hereafter  fhe  will 
not  alter  her  Mind  ?  To  expofe  a  fine  Lady  to  the 
View  of  a  Gentleman,  whofe  Heart  is  very  apt  to 
be  infiam'd,  and  who  may  hit  upon  the  Secret  of 
making  himfelf  happy,  is  running  a  very  great  Rifque. 
A  Day  may  come,  perhaps,  when  the  Genevefe  will 
repent  their  having  deck*d  and  trimm'd  their  City 
like  a  new  Bride  :  Some  King  of  France  may  hap- 
pen to  fall  in  love  with  her,  and  to  marry  her  con- 
trary to  the  Rules.  I  know  that  the  Proteftant 
Cantons  would  oppofe  the  Match,  but  perhaps  it 
wou'd  be  out  of  their  Power  to  hinder  its  taking 
EiFe6l ;  and  when  fuch  a  thing  is  once  dene,  'twou'd 
be  as  difficult  to  wreft  Geneva  out  of  the  Hands  of 
a  French  Monarch,  as  it  was  heretofore  \ox  Menelans 
to  refcue  his  dear  Helen  from  the  Clutches  of  the 
Trojans.  I  have  fometimes  talked  jeftingly  wjth  fe- 
veral  of  the  Citizens  about  this  pretended  Union. 
They  told  me,  they  had  nothing  to  fear  in  that  Re- 
fpc6i:,  and  that  were  their  City  in  its  utmofl  State  of 
Perfection,  it  v/ou'd  not  make  France  amends  for 
in^  Lofs  of  the  Alliance  of  the  Proteftant  Cantons, 
and  for  the  Charges  fhe  wou*d  be  oblig'd  to  be  at  to 
make  herfelf  Miiiirefs  of  it. 

The  principal  Commerce  of  Geneva.,  conHfls  in 
Silks,  Books,  and  feveral  other  forts  of  Merchan- 
diiie,  of  which  they  fend  great  Quantities  into  all 

foreign 
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foreign  Countries  ;  but  'tis  remarkable  that  they 
print  few  Books  in  this  City  that  treat  of  Matters 
relating  to  Proteftantifm  ;  for  it  would  be  a  hard 
matter  to  vend  them,  becaufe  the  Bookfellers  of 
England 2ind  Holland  h:iwe  it  in  their  Power  to  furnifh 
all  the  Nazarene  Proteftants,  and  efpecially  the 
French  Refugees,  with  fuch  Books  to  better  Advan- 
tage. At  Geneva  therefore  they  print  the  Works 
of  all  the  Spa?jijh  and  Italian  Do6tors ;  Sanches,  Ef- 
xohar^  Snares^  Molina^  Bellarmin^  Cajetano,  &c. 
are  cblig'd  to  the  Proteftants  for  perpetuating  their 
Works,  which  the  Geneve fe  print  juft  as  they  are, 
infomuch  that,  notwithftanding  the  Difference  of 
Religion,  they  never  alter  a  fmgle  Word,  even  in 
the  Books  which  are  the  moft  oppofite  to  theirs. 

But  the  Nazarene  Papifts  are  feldom  fo  fmcere, 
for  they  augment  or  diminilli  all  Writings  that  pafs 
•through  their  Hands  jull  as  pleafes  them.  In  the  In- 
fancy of  Printing,  they  added  a  Padage  of  twenty 
Lines  in  the  Hiitoiy  of  yofephus^  but  were  after- 
wards obligM  to  own  the  Uncertainty  of  that  Paf- 
fage,  which  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  Generality 
of  their  MSS.  The  Molinifts  in  the  lall  Century 
publifh'd  fcvcral  Editions  of  Janfenius^  in  which 
-were  the  famous  Propofitions  that  were  condemn'd  ; 
■but  in  the  foimer  Editions  a  Man  muft  have  the 
Talent  of  making  White  Black  to  find  them 
.there. 

The  Geneve fe^  in  the  general,  are  fat  and  luflv  ; 
they  are  reckon'd  ill-natur'd  and  ftingy,  but  'tis  a 
CharaiTcer  which  they  don't  deferve,  for  they  are 
polite  and  affable,  and  much  more  fo  than  all  their 
Neighbours.  'Tis  true  that  they  have  a  Sufpicion 
of  Foreigners  of  the  Rojnifo  Religion  ;  but  they  are 
to  be  pardon'd  for  miitruffing  their  moft  mortal 
Enemies,  who  have  more  than  once  endeavour'd 
to  lay  Snares  for  them.     They  are  very  frugal  and 

tern- 
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temperate,  and  affe6l  to  appear  particularly  grave  j 
which  is  a  Pafiion  that  often  makes  them  run  into  a 
ridiculous  Excefs. 

One  Failing,  which  is  common  to  all  the  Inha- 
bitants of  Gcnrja,  is  the  too  violent  Hatred  they  bear 
to  the  Popifh  Religion.  They  fondly  indulge  them- 
felves  in  fuch  Notions  as  {Qcm  to  be  the  raoft  con- 
trary to  it ;  and  when  it  happens  to  be  the  Subject: 
of  Converfation,  they  talk  like  Enthufiafls.  I  don't 
blame  them  for  rejecting  a  Faith  which  they  think 
-defecStive  and  erroneous  ;  but  I  cou'd  wifh  t-hey 
TvouM  ait  more  philofophically,  and  refute  Error, 
without  hating  the  Perfon  that  is  fo  unhappy  as  to 
be  tainted  with  it. 

I  think  that  all  Mankind  may  be  confider'd  as 
forming  in  fome  fort  but  one  fmgle  plain  Religion, 
becaufe  they  all  adore  the  fame  Deity,  and  differ 
only  in  point  of  Worfliip  and  Ceremonies.  Happy 
are  they  who  have  Rules  and  Precepts  to  lead  them 
the  neareil 'vvay  to  Felicity^  but  becaufe  they  know 
more  than  others,  and  have  more  Ways  to  obtain 
their  Salvation,  they  ought  rather  to  pity  than  de- 
fpife,  fuch  as  have  more  Pains  to  take  than  them^ 
felves  to  get  into  the  cceleftial  Path. 

I  own  to  thee,  dear  Aionce:a^  that  I  can't  but 
compare  Heaven  to  a  ftately  Palace,  with  four  Gates 
that  look  to  the  four  different  Parts  of  the  World  ; 
one  may  enter  this  fine  Stru6lure  from  the  Eaft, 
Weft,  North,  and  South,  but  the  Roads  leading  to 
it  are  not  equally  good.  We  Jews  walk  in  the 
Eaftern  Road,  which  the  Divinity  has  made  fmooth 
for  us.  The  Nazarenes  come  to  it  by  the  Weftern 
Road,  which  is  rugged  and  bad.  The  Turks  pafs 
by  the  North  Road,  which  is  ftill  worfe  ;  and  all 
the  Religions  which  are  in  the  hidies  and  America.^ 
walk  in  the  South  Road,  which  is  full  of  Sloughs, 
and    furrounded   with   Precipices.      In   this   Road 

great 
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.great  Numbers  of  People  lofe  their  Way,  but  yet 
there  are  fome  that  arrive  at  the  cceleftial  Palace, 
.iiotwithllandinCT  the  Difficulties  of  fo  dan2;erous  a 
Road. 

The  Naznrene  F:i}pi{\s,  and  ourRabbies,  condemn 
this  Opinion ;  they  think  that  God  oue;ht  to  have 
no  CompaiTion  on  a  Creature  that  endeavours  to 
{trvc  him  in  another  Religion.  And  there  is  a  cer- 
tain Fryar  at  Rome,  that  wou'd  rather  choofe  to 
deny  the  Being  of  a  God,  than  allow  a  Place  in 
-Heaven  to  fome  Nazarcne  Proteftants,  who  have 
Jiv'd  Examples  of  the  moft  accomplilh'd  V^irtue  m 
this  World. 

When  an  Italian  wants  to  obtain  any  thing  of  his 
Family,  he  threatens  to  retire  to  Geneva,  me  ti'andero 
•in  Gcncvra.  And  when  a  Father  hears  his  Son  fay 
lb,  he  is  as  much  afFedled  by  it  as  if  he  faid,  I  zi ill 
£0  to  all  the  Devils.  The  Italians  might  eafily  diveft 
themfclves,  if  they  wou'd,  of  tlie  ill  Opinion  which 
-they  entertain  of  the  Gcncvefe.  Were  they  but  to 
•make  ever  fo  little  Enquiry  into  tlie  Behaviour  of 
the  People,  they  wou'd  find  that  the  Converfation 
of  few  of  them  is  fo  pure  and  rational  as  theirs  is, 
whom  they  take  to  be  Devils  fpew'd  out  of  Hell. 
There  is  no  Medium  in  the  Decifion  of  the  Italia7is\ 
whofoever  is  not  entirely  of  their  Faith,  they  give 
headlong  to  Belzebub. 

I  will  now  entertain  thee  with  a  Story  of  aPAW- 
monfefe  Preacher,  which  thou  wilt  think  perhaps  is 
.a  Fi6tion,  but  I  allure  thee  that  I  was  a  Witnefs  of 
the  Fad*.  He  preach'd  upon  Hell  Torments  ;  and 
after  having  enumerated  all  the  Cauldrons,  Forks, 
and  Firebrands  in  that  infern.il  Manfion,  he  faid, 
*  My  Brethren,  perhaps  you  will  be  gurious  to  know 

*  In  a  little  Village  call'd  St.  Julian,  half  a  League 
Jrom  Geneva,  in  the  Territory  of  Sa^^^oj, 

*  the 
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the  Manner  how  Satan  makes  the  Damned 
Wretches  pafs  in  Review  before  him,  when  he  has 
a  Defire  to  know  the  Number  of  'em.  This 
Devil  firft  caufes  the  Drum  to  be  beat  by  Maho- 
met^  who  is  his  chief  Drummer  :  The  Jews  tile 
off  firft  with  their  Rabbies  at  their  Head,  and  as 
they  pafs  along,  the  Devils  run  the  Prongs  of 
great  Iron  Forks  into  their  Fundaments.  Then 
come  the  T^rij,  who  receive  the  like  Punifhment. 
After  them  the  Heretics  pafs,  dragging  heavy 
Chains.  The  Devils  pour  melted  Lead  into  their 
Mouths,  to  punilh  them  for  the  Blafphemies  they 
utterM  in  their  Life-time  againil  the  Saints,  and 
particularly  againft  St.  Julian^  the  Patron  of  this 
Church,  whom  you  fee  feated  in  his  Niche  there, 
and  whom  you  don't  take  fo  much  Care  of  as  you 
ouo-ht.  I  found  but  fix  Livres  and  ten  Sous 
laft  Week  in  his  Trunk ;  and  if  this  be  the  Cafe 
always,  you  are  in  a  very  fair  way,  my  dear  Bre- 
thren, to  make  melted  Lead  fcarce  in  Hell.  Do 
you  think  that  St.  Julian^  your  Patron,  will  par- 
don you  for  neglecting  him  fo  much  ?  If  you  do, 
you'll  iind  yourfelves  very  much  miftaken.  As 
for  my  own  part,  I  furnifh  him  with  all  the  Oil 
that  I  am  able,  and  he  is  always  well  lighted. 
But  the  Feftival  of  the  Place  is  juft  at  Hand  ; 
Who  is  to  clothe  him  ?  Am  I  to  do  it  ?  No  tru- 
ly, *tis  out  of  my  Power  to  do  it  ;  and  I  can 
affjre  you,  that  if  you  don't  take  proper  Care,  he 
will  foon  be  bare-ars'd.  You'll  get  a  fine  Cha- 
rafter,  my  Brethren,  when  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Neighbourhood  fee  how  you  negleft  your  Patron: 
You  buy  new  Petticoats  every  Day  for  your 
Wives,  you  grant  them  what  they  delire  of  you  ; 
vou  do  very  "ivcll ;  but  d'ye  think  that  when  a 
great  Ladle 'fuU  of  melted  Lead  is  pnpp'd  into 
your  Mouth>^  tiiey  will  bring  you  a  Glafs  of  Le-' 

'  monade 
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'  monade  to  cool   your  Throats.     Then  you  will 

*  repent  of  having  by  your  Neeligence  deferv'd  to 

*  be  rank'd  among  Heretics  :  J/as  !  Great  St.  Ju- 

*  lian  (you  will  fay)   what  a  Sinner  zuas  /,  that  I 

*  did  not  give  you   the  Money  that  I  laid  out  upon 

*  Lace  for  Kate !   And  that   1  did  not  inake  you  a 

*  Prefcnt  of  that  Piece  of  Stuff  zvhich  I  brought  from 

*  the  Fair.  All  this  Repentance  will  be  to  no  pur- 
■*  pofe  then,  dear  Brethren  ;  St.  Julian  won't  thank 

*  you  for  it,  and  you  muft  fliew  your  Zeal  for 
'  him  now  while  you   live.     I  hear  fome  of  yoir 

*  complaining  that  the  Harvefts  arc  bad,  TVe  have 

*  had  no  Wine  (fay  youj  this  Year ;  and  tivo  Tcan 
■^  ago  we  had  no  Corn.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it,- 
'   Brethren  ;  but  it  will  be  much  worfe  for  the  fu- 

*  ture.     Can  you  finccrely  imagine,  that  St.  Julian 

*  will  addrefs  himf^lf  to  God  to  afk  for  Rain, 
'  Sun-fhine,  warm  Weather,  or  cold  Weather,  as 

*  the  Cafe  fhall  require,  for  People  that  let  him 
'  wear  a  Coat  till  'tis   three  Years  old  ?   You  are 

*  miftaken  my  Brethren  ;     you  will  be  treated  like 

*  Heretics,  ^ox  whom  there's  no  Salvation,  and 
'  who  v/ere  from  your  Mother's  Womb  the  Dc- 
'  yil's  Inheritance,  for  as  fcon  as  a  Cahinift  or  a 

*  Lutheran  comes  into  the  World,  the  Devil  re- 
'  gifters  him  in  the  other  World  in  his  Book,  as 

*  an  Eilate  that  is  fallen  to  him..' 

Such  Difcourfes  as  this  render  Indru^lion  con- 
temptible, bafe,  and  cheap.  The  Temple  where 
the  Word  of  God  ought  to  be  explain'd  to  Men, 
becomes  a  Stage  for  Mountebanks.  'Tis  imperti-  , 
nent  to  fay  that  the  common  People  ought  be 
preach'd  to,  in  a  different  Manner  from  tlvit  in 
which  we  difcourfe  to  People  of  Learning.  A  Moral 
which  is  pure  and  eafy  to  be  comprehended,  may 
be  exprefs'd  without  fluffing  the  Mind  with  a  hun- 
dred ridiculous  Stories  invented  by  Avarice.     The 

Vol.  IL  L  new 


^i8  77?^  Jew  iSH  Spy.      Let.  ^9. 

new  Coat  which  this  Preacher  wanted  to  be  bought 
■for  St.  JiiUa-n^  might  have  been  produ6live  of  ano- 
ther for'himfclf  into  the  Bargain.  But  what !  ought- 
a  Prieil  for  vile  Lucre  to  depart  from  that  Cha- 
racter, which  puts  him  in  a  Rank  of  Refpedt?  Ought 
a  Minifler  of  God's  Word  to  blend  it  with  grofs 
Fables,  enough  to  difguft  not  only  thofe  who  are 
jiot  of  the  Naxarene  Faith,  but  fuch  alfo  as  are 
jnofi:  convinc'd  of  it  ? 

One  can't. be  too  careful  in  examining  theLearn- 
ir;g  and  Capacity  of  thofe  to  whom  the  Liberty  of 
prcacliing  is  granted  ;  for  they  thereby  become  the 
common  Guides  of  the  Underftanding  of  a  whoJe 
People,  and  they  are  to  be  confukr'd  as  the  chief 
external  Objects  that  produce  Ideas  in  the  Minds  of 
a  Number  of  People,  who  fee  and  know  nothing 
hut  bv  them.  Of  what  Importance  therefore  is  it 
to  the  Good  of  Society,  that  the  Notions  v/hicJi 
they  give  them  be  jull,  and  conformable  to  right 
Reafon? 

Take  care  of  thy  Health,  dear  Monceca^  and  live 
content  and  happy. 


LETTER     LXIX. 

From  Isaac  On  is,  now  a  Car  alt  e  at 
Alexandria,  hut  formerly  a  Rahhi  at  Con- 
ilantinople,  to  Aaron  Monceca, 
at  Paris. 

^^  H  E  Winds  have  favour'd  me  to  fuch  a  Degree, 

-*"     dear  Monceca^   that   in  n'ne  D<:y3  time  I  am 

arrli^ed  at  Akmndria   f.om  Smjrna,      This  City 

here- 
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heretofore  of  fuch  f'ame  for  the  Great  Men  it  pro- 
duced, for  the  Magnificence  of  its  Buildings,  and 
for  the  Cilory  of  its  Founder,  is  notliing  more  than 
a  confufed  Pile  of  unfightly  Ruins,  Columns,  Cha- 
piters, Bafes,  Remnants  of  Corniflies,  ^c.  allwliich 
Remains  of  Antiquity  lie  fcatter'd  about,  and  top- 
fy-turvy,  bury'd  partly  in  the  Sand-,  or  employ'd 
to  Purpofes  very  different  from  thofe  to  which  the 
antient  Inhabitants  had  devoted  them.  The  Ruins 
of  antient  Alexandria  are  not  like  thofe  of  Old 
Rome,  of  which  there  are  Fragments  ftill  fubfilling 
that  retain  a  part  of  their  former  Beauty.  It  may  be 
faid  of  Alexandria,  as  Virgil  fuid  of  Troy  after  its 
Ruin  *.  The  Fields  and  the  Place  where  tliis 
(lately  City  was  built  arc  flill  to  be  fecn  ;  that  fo 
celebrated  Watch-tov/cr,  by  the  Antients  reckoned 
among  the  {tv^w  Wonders  of  the  World,  which  b^ 
Order  oi Ptolemy  PJ/iladelphus  was  ere61ed  by  So/ira- 
tus  of  G?]idus,  iubfifis  no  longer,  byt  is  buried  un- 
der Water,  and  fcarce  any  Traces  of  it  arc  to  be 
feen.  Near  thefe  Ruins  there  is  a  Tower  built, 
which  ferves  for  a  Light-houfe  to  Ships  in  the 
Night. 

'Fhis  Work  was  ere6led  under  Alahojncian  Pn ri- 
ce >,  but  does  not  come  up  by  any  means  to  the 
Ma  :ni licence  and  Splendor  of  the  old  Pburcs^  the 
fiilt  Story  of  which  was  a  vaft  Apartment  of  white 
Marble.  And  over  this  fuperb  Structure,  there 
was  a  fquare  Tower  of  an  extraordinary  Height, 
built  of  the  f:ime  Marble. 

Before  1  tell  thee  of  the  Ruins  of  antient  Alx- 
Gudria,  the  Buildings  of  the  new  City,  tiie  Py- 
ramids of  Cairo,  and  the  Antiquities  in  this  C  a- 
pital  of  Egypt,  I  will  gi\  c  thee  a  general  Charac  er 

*  Et  Campos  uhi  Trojafuit.     Virg.  ^n.  lib.  iii. 

L    2  of' 
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of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Countr}^,  and  in  laying 
open  their  Manners  and  Character  to  the  beft  of  my 
Power,  I  fhall  compare  them  with  thofe  of  the  an- 
tient  Egyptians.  In  doing  this,  I  forefee  that  I 
ihall  have  an  Opportunity  to  gratify  thy  Curiofity, 
and  that  I  fhall  be  able  to  inform  thee  of  many 
Particulars,  that  have  efcaped  the  Curiofity  of  Tra- 
vellers. 

In  Egypt  was  our  Nation  form'd ;  in  this  Country 
did  it  grow  and  multiply  ;  there  it  was  that  the  Pro- 
mifes  which  God  made  to  Mraham^  began  to  have 
their  EfFe6^,  and  in  the  fame  Country  happen'd  the 
firft  Miracles,  wrought  by  the  Almighty,  to  deliver 
Jiis  People  from  Slavery. 

The  Origin  of  the  antient  Egyptians  is  alto- 
gether unknown  to  us  ;  their  DynalHes  include  the 
fabulous  Kiftory  of  Sixteen  or  Seventeen  Thou- 
fand  Years  5  v/hich  is  a  Foible,  or  rather  a  Folly, 
that  all  Nations  have  been,  or  are  ftill  guilty  of, 
more  or  lefs.  The  Ethicpians  and  the  Chinefe 
claim  the  Preference  as  to  Antiquity.  The  Naza- 
rcne  Pecpie,  who  are  oblig'd  to  fix  the  Creation  of 
■the  World  very  near  where  the  Hehmi's  do,  af- 
fect to  derive  their  Dcfcent  as  far  as  poilible  from 
-the  moft  antiejit  People.  They  cannot  go  higher 
■than  the  Deluge  ;  but  they  endeavoured  to  invent 
Fables,  deriving  their  Origin  from  the  Times  neareft 
to  it.  Some  .of  the  antient  Poets  and  Hiftorians  of 
France  make  their  Nation  defcend  in  a  dire61;  Line 
from  Jlfryanax  the  Son  of  HeSior.  The  Dynafties 
of  the  Egyptians^  being  altogether  as  fabulous  as 
the  pretended  Origin  of  the  Trojans,  it  were  better 
to  own  frankly  an  Ignorance  of  the  Manner  how, 
and  the  Time  when,  Egypt  v/as  peopled,  than  to  look 
for  7'ruth  in  a  Number  of  Fables  that  have  no  Ap- 
pearance of  it. 

The 
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The  Perfians^  Greeks^  Rotnans^  j^ahinns  .?A'\<i 
Turks^  have  in  their  turns  fubdu'd  the  antient  in- 
habitants of  Egypt,  and  introducM  themfelvcs  into 
the  Country,  llie  Defcendants  of  the  primitive 
Egyptians  arc  at  this  Day  callM  Copies  -,  theic  arc 
t]ie  true  Natives  of  the  Country,  but  their  Num> 
ber  compar'd  to  the  Foreigners  there,  is  extremelv 
fmall.  The  Civil  Wars  of  the  Ror/wns  w^ere  tlie 
fiift  Caufe  of  the  Ruin  of  Egypt.  The  Greek  Na- 
%arene  Emperors  put  many  of  the  Inliabitants  of  the 
Kingdom  to  death,  and  perfecuted  many  others 
from  an  Averfion  to  the  Herefv  of  Dicfeorus,  the 
Patriarch  of  Alexandria,  whofe  Doctrine  then  was, 
and  is  {lill  embrac'd  by  the  Egyptian  Nation.  The 
Arabian  and  Aiahometan  Princes  almoft  compleated 
the  Ruin  of  the  antient  Egyptians,  fo  that  nov/  tlie 
Coptic  Language  is  no  longer  undcrftood  by  the 
Copies  themfelves  ;  the  laft  wlio  knew  it  having 
been  dead  feme  Years. 

The  Books  and  ^Vritings  in  that  Idiom  are  what 
\ye  fluall  never  recover  ;  the  Knowledge  of  Hiero- 
glyphics was  loft  heretofore  in  the  Dmc  mannci , 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Aid  of  Printina;,  th<i 
Greek  perliaps  wou'd  have  had  the  fame  Fate  in. 
procefs  of  'I'imc.  The  Number  of  Turks  anU 
^Jevos  increafes  every  Day  in  ConjlantinopJc,  whereas 
that  of  tiie  Greeks  lefTens  vifibly.  For  a  long  tijiu- 
pall:  the  modern  Greek  Language  has  had  nothing' 
in  conimon  with  the  antient  Greek,  or  at  leait 
very  little.  By  degrees  all  the  People  in  the  Le- 
vant will  come  to  write  in  the  Turkijh  Language,  fo 
that  tlie  Greek  Charadlers  won't  perhaps  be  known 
Five  hundred  Years  hence  by  any  but  feme  of  tlie 
jnoft  learjied  E??giijb,  French,  German,  and  Didclr 
Naxarenes  ;  arid  the  antient  Inhabitants  of  Greece 
will  have  no  occaiioa  for  the.iia  any  more  than  they 
L  3  have 


2  2  2  The  Jewish  S  p  r.     Let.  ^p; 

have  for  the  antlent  Language,  which  they  have 
already  difufed. 

Befidcs  the  Copies^  there  are  two  other  fort  of 
Inhabitants  in  Egypt^  the  firft  of  v/hom  are  call'd 
the  Ejlahlijh'd  Bedomns^  and  the  latter  the  TVan- 
derlng  Bcdoidns.  The  former  live  in  the  Villages 
and  Country  Houfes,  and  are  to  be  confider'd  as 
ihe  Peafants  of  the  Country.  The  JVandering  Be- 
douins lead  the  fame  Life  as  the.,  antient  Patriarchs, 
they  live  under  Tents  upon  the  Milk  of  their  Cattle^ 
and  fliift  their  Habitations  for  the  Convenience  of 
Paflurc  ;  tliey  always  encamp  in  Places  where  they 
can  eafily  come  at  Water  j  feme  fojourn  near  the 
Mountains,  and  others  near  to  Places  that  are 
inhabited. 

l^he  Turks  have  a  very  great  regard  for  the  Wan- 
iering  Bedouins ;  they  abandon  their  Lands  to  them 
fpr  Cultivation,  that  they  may  have  no  Quarrel 
with  a  People  that  may  do  them  a  great  deal  of 
Mifchief,  and  whom  it  is  not  in  their  Power 
te  hurt.  They  need  never  be  in  any  fear  of  the 
Turks,  becaufe  they  can  retire  a  Hundred  Leagues 
ir.to  the  Dcferts,  where  it  is  very  eafy  for  them  to 
fiibfift,  by  their  Frugality,  and  Knowledge  of  the 
Vv^ells.  They  are  not  incumber'd  in  their  March 
by  the  Qi^iantity  of  their  Baggage,  for  the  Camels 
carry  their  Tents  and  their  Mats  made  of  Rufnes  ; 
rhefe  being  all  their  Furniture,  Beds,  Palaces  and 
Temples,  Tliefe  People,  dear  yl^W^c^,  are  fonder 
of  their  rural  Life,  than  the  Courtiers  are  of  tiiC 
?.:e;eanty  and  Buftle  of  a  Court  *.     With  them 

the 

*  Dcatus  ille,  qui,  procul  negotii.% 

Ul  prifca  Gens  Mortalium, 
Paterna  Rura  Bobus  exercet  fuis, 

9  ol  lit  us  oujii  Fcpnore  i 

Neqiis 
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the  Golden  Age  is  ftill  in  being  ;  tlieir  Cattle  fur- 
jiifli  them  with  tlieir  moft  delicate  Din:ies  of  Meat, 
and  their  Cattle  provide  for  their  other  Occafions. 
The  Wool  of  their  Sheep  fufEces  to  clothe  them, 
fjr  they  make  a  Stuff  with  it,  which  defends  thcni 
from  the  Injuries  of  the  Air.  They  look  upon 
thofe  to  be  Madmen,  who  build  immenfe  Palate?, 
and  yet  tliink  they  live  in  a  narrow  compnis.  Dent 
Cares  and  Perplexities^  fay  they,  inhabit  in  thofe 
jl at ely  Buildings?  If  Man  has  no  7m re  Content  ry^r 
Satisfa^ion  in  thcfu^  than  %v£  have  und^.r  cur  TcniSy 
vjhy  foould  we  he  at  the  Trouble  of  Building  them  ? 

Men,  dear  Ivlonceca^  by  building  Tov/ns  \\2\^t. 
made  tb.emfelvcs  Slaves  to  one  another  ;  for  thev 
are  oblig'd  to  grant  Titles  to  private  Men,  who 
form  Chains  by  which  they  thenifeh'cs  are  bound: 
Thofe  BaRions,  Citadels,  and  Fortilicaticn^,  are  bv 
length  of  Time  become  as  hurtful  to  the  People,  a^5 
t4iey  thought  them  ufeful  for  a  Guard  againft  theiv 
Enemies :    For  they  with  whom  thefe  Forts  wer^t 

Neque  excitatur  Clafnco  miles  traci, 

Neque  horret  iratum  Marc, 
Forumque  vitat,  &  fuperba  Civium 
Potentiorum  Limina. 

Hor.  Epod.  HI.  Ode  i':. 
Thus  TranfatedhyMr.  Grelch. 

*  Happy  the  Mari,  beyond  Pietence, 

*  (Sucii  was  the  State  of  Innocence) 

*  That  loofe  from  Care,  from  Bufir.cfs  free, 

*  From  griping  Debts  .ind  Ufary, 

*  Contented  in  an  humble  Fate, 

*  With  his  own  Oxen  plov/s  his  own  Eilate  : 

*  No  early  'I'rumpet  breaks  his  Eafc, 

*  He  doth  not  dread  the  angry  Seas  : 

*■  He  flies  the  Bar,,  from  Noife  rt  treats, 
[  And  fhims  the  Nobles  haughty  Seats, 

L  4  tl-ulled. 
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truflecT,  have  by  means  thereof  attain'd  to  abfolutc 
Power ;  rind  tlie  iirft  Men  that  liv'd  in  Towns  were 
the  firft  Slaves. 

The  Bedouins,  have  no  need  to  afiemble  their 
General  States  for  preferving  their  Liberty ;  for 
they  have  no  Difputes  ;  no  Civil  War  ;  they  find 
Pafturc  and  Water  wherever  they  go  ;  and  that- is 
their  beft  Treafure  ;  their  Induftry,  and  Frugahty 
furnifhing  them  with  every  thing  elfe.  They  have 
no  Difference  about  Religion,  no  wrangling  Doctors 
and  Divines.  If  the  moft  zealous  Janfenijis  and. 
MoUnifts^  of  whom  thou  haft  often  made  mention 
in  thy  Letters,  had  been  horn  Bedctans,  they  v/ou'd 
have  pafs'd  their  Lives  without  being  difturb'd  by 
tlie  Pxageof  oppcfite  Parties,  always  ready  to  murder 
one  another.  With  thefe  happy  People,  dear  AIck- 
cscc^  th.ere's  no  Tent  enccmpafsM  w^ith  Ditches, 
guarded  by  Soldiers,  and  fet  apart  for  the  Ccnfine- 
131  ent  of  Pri Toners  of  State,  The  Bedouins  never 
rais'd  Palaces  to  Revenge,  and  made  it  no  Crime 
for  their  Brethren  to  thinlc  differently  from  them- 
ielves  j  but  they  had  every  one  the  Liberty  always 
of  prayinir  to  the  Deity  in  the  TLrr/'/yZ',  Arabic^  Per- 
Ji^fi^  or  even  the  French  Language,  if  they  had  a 
Fancy  for  it. 

An  Enemy,  v/ere  lie  ever  fo  potent,  wou'd  not 
be  able  with  the  Affiftance  of  a  Scrap  of  Paper  ob- 
tain'd  by  the  Favour  of  a  Bedoidn  Miniffer  to  get 
an  Order  for  a  private  Man  to  quit  his  Tent,  his 
Family,  and  his  Flock,  and  to  repair  to  the  Conr 
fines  of  Ethiopia^  there  to  flay  till  farther  Orders. 

A  Bedouin  Mufti  does  not  go  with  a  Guard  of 
Soldiers  from  one  Tent  to  another,  to  get  a  Sub- 
fcription  to  the  Confefiion  of  the  Mahometan  Faith ^^ 
c'rawn  up  in  a  fet  form  of  Words,  wherein  all  the 
Virtue  of  it  conhfcs. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  People  are  ignorant  of  Edicts,  and  new- 
Regulations  for  the  riling  or  falling  the  Value  of 
Money;  never  does  a  Bedou'm  go  to  Bed  with  a  Hun- 
dred Thoufand  Crowns  in  his  Pocket,  and  rife  not 
worth  a  Penny.  The  mofl:  that  he  lofes  is  a  Sheep 
jgcrhaps,  which  a  Wolf  may  run  away  with  in  the 
Night.  He  pays  no  Tax  at  coming  into  the  World, 
nor  none  at  going  out. 

Counfeliors,  Attorneys,  Sollicitors,  the  feveral 
D^:rgrtes  of  Ji-rirdidion,  fubakern,  infcriour  and 
ibvereign,  are  unknown  to  the  happy  Bedouins.  A. 
Suit  of  La\v  between  two  Pcrfons  never  lalls  above 
tv/ent^z-four  Hours,  for  the  oJdefl  Man  of  the  Tribe 
gives  his  Decificn  of  the  M^rter  inqueftion  upon  the 
Spot  and  without  Fees.  Thefe  People  know  not 
hov/  to  believe  tliat  a  Caufe  fliould  fometimcs  take; 
up  a  Huiidred  Years  in  the  Nazarcne  Families;  and 
all  the  Turks  in  general  look  upon  fuch  Talk  as  only 
invented  to  fliew  the  Slowjiefs  of  Julticc ;  yet  it  is 
true  that  there  are  feveral  Differences  that  are  not 
accomodated  in  the  Courfe  of  a  Century.  A  French 
Merchant afFur'd  meat  ConJIdiniinopL^  tliat  he  profc- 
cutcd  a  Suit  in  the  Parliament  at  Grenoble^  which 
was  depending  no  lefs  then  a  Hundred  and  twenty 
Yeais.  • 

How  ridiculous  is  this,  dear  Aiouceca.,  or  rather 
how  avaricious?  What,  cannot  a  Controverfy  be- 
decided  bccvv-ixt  two  Men,  but  it  mufrt;i!Le  up  moie- 
Time  than  their  Lives?  Are  not  a  Hundred  and 
twenty  Years  fuiiicient  to  declare  whether  fuch  an. 
Eflate  belongs  to  'Jacch  or  to  Ifaac?  Happy  are  tjje 
Bt'douhii^  who  ftlli  retaining  the  firft  ImpreiEons  of 
Nature,  liaveiiot  thrown  a  Cloud  aver  their  Reafon 
by  fuch  ridiculous  Cuftonis  ! 

1  liave  oftc  n  talk'd  with  tiK  ISazarems  concerning 

the  Length   of    their  Law  Suits  j    they  think  tiiey 

come  off  well  enough  by  returning  for  Anwer,.  That 

L  5  tho"^ 
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tho'  Juftice  is  very  flow  with  them,  yet  'tis  good,  and 
given  with  very  great  Wifdom-.  JJut  how  now ! 
Does  it  abiblutely  require  Ages  to  judge  of  an  Affair  \ 
prudently?  Muft  one  and  the  fame  Suit  be  examin'd 
thro'  three  or  four  Generations?  and  muft  the  Judges- 
from  the  Father  to  the  Son  intail  certain  Law-Suits 
upon  tliem,  the  Fees  of  which  run  away  with  a 
Part  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Family  ?  In  order  to  judge 
foiidly  of  a  Procefs,  it  is-  necefTary  to  ruin  the  tv/o 
Parties  entirely,  and  to  confume  in  Law-Expences 
more  than  the  Sum  in  Difpute?  'Tis  in  vain,  dear 
Moncjca^  'iQX.  the  Nazarenes  to  offer  to  plead  the 
Equity  of  their  Courts  of  Jullice,  as  an  Excufe  for 
the  Defeats  and  SJownefs  of  their  Proceedings.  Their 
Painters- draw  Juftice  holding  a  Balance ;  but  it  often 
turns  to  that  Side  that  has  mofi:  Money,  at  leafl 
manv  People  complain  {o.  There's  not,  a  private 
?viiin  but  trembles  Vv'hen  he  is  fucd  by  a  Nobleman 
who  has  a  powerful  intereft.  A  bad  Token  this 
of  the  Opinion  which  the  People  liave  of  the  Integrity 
of  their  Judges;  but  the  Cafe  is  not  the  fame  Vv/ith 
The  vvarvciring  Bcdou27:s^  from  the  Heads  of  whofe 
Tribes  a  Man  tirat  has  but  a  Hundred.  Sheep,  is 
lure  to  have  as  much  Jullice  as  he  that  has  Two 
thoufand;  and  it  feldom  happens,  after  fuch  Deter^ 
iiiination  pafe'd,  that  the  Perfon  condemn'd  com- 
plains or  makes  others  afraid  of  fubmitting  to  the 
iiime  Award,. 

Take  care  of  thy  Health,  dear  Monceca^  and  may 
-he  God  of  our  Father?  profp^r  thee  with  Abundancs* 
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LETTER     LXX. 

iv^(?  72  Aaron  M  o  n  c  e  c  a  ,  at  Paris,  ^,? 
I  A  A  c  O  N  I  s,  a  Car  ail  Sy  formerly  ^ 
Rabbi,    at  Conftantinople. 

THY  Letter,  dear  Ifc.ac,  has  given  mc  very 
great  Pleafuie.  I  find  thy  Reflect  ons  to  be  foli'd 
aiiJ  ureful,.and  (h:ill  think  my  kM'  very  happy,  it" 
thou  wilt  be  (o  a;f>od  as  to  continue  to  give  nie  hglit 
into  thole  thirigs'in  Egypt ^  which  are  in  thy  Opinion 
wortliy  of  the  CurioUty  and  Attention  of  a  Phi- 
lofvphcr. 

The  Ruins  of  Alexandria^  fcaiter'd  and  burvM  as 
they  arc,  flill  crnvey  a  gr.jid  Idea  oi  tl*£  ancient 
Splendour  ox  that  City.  Thof^  pieces  oi"  Marble 
th.it  arc  (:ti\  there,  thofe  Ciijpit'.-rs,  as  much  dc- 
moUfn'd  as  they  are,  offer  ftiil  fomething  noble  to 
the  Imagination  ;  for  thofe  ilatcly  Ruins  rcprcfenl 
to  the  ivLnd  ilic  Grandeur  and  MignifKrence  of 
thofe  Piles  o^  BuilJin^g,.  whaQ  tliey  were  lUndini:: 
ajid  entire. 

h  Parhy  a;\d  mod  of  the  CIri-s  or  Frcu.c, , 
ftiou'd  happen  to  be  deltroy'd,  'twould  be  rhfncLif:: 
Five  hundred  YearG-after  it  to  difcover  any  Traco*. 
of  the  nioft  pompous  Struftures.  Fok  want  vi" 
Marble  the  Structures  that  are  alreatly  dacayi.ng.,, 
woa'd  foo!i  be  bur/d  in  Oblivion;  beciufe  Stoii'- 
only  relets  the  Shocks  of  Weather  when  'tis  jvjjji'd 
to  other  Build !ng5,  but  after  it  is  ieparateil  from, 
the  main  Buildinc:,  it  foon  lofes  the  Forni.  it  iiad 
receiv'd  from  the  Hand  of  tihe  Worlaiurr. 
There's  not  one  Marble  Pillar  in  a'l  ti:.e  publir 
L    6i  Edi-tu'ca- 
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Edifices  at  P^r/j ;  And  Verfailles^  where  Zm;/i  XIV 
laid  out  fuch  immenfc  liums,  does  not  contain  (o 
much  ?v'Iarbie,  the  Statues  excepted,  as  the  Palaces 
of  fome  Senators  at  Genoa.  The  Carv'd  Work  of 
the  Front  of  the  Tuillerics  is  already  nibbled  and 
damaged  by  Time,  tho*  the  Structure  is  not  yet  fi- 
niih'd. 

The  Ruins  of  the  Cities  in  the  Archipelago  have 
for  feveral  Ages  engag'd  the  Curiofity  of  Travel- 
ers, yet  the  Tuj'h  IcfFen  them  every  Day,  and 
carry  av/ay  vaft  Quantities  of  their  Marble.  How 
much  therefore  mufi:  there  have  been  of  it  at  firft? 
The  Mofqiie  of  the  Sultan  Achmet  was  built  on- 
ly of  the  Stones  fetcli'd  from  the  Ruins  of  Troy* 
'The  Columns  which  form  the  Periftyl  of  that 
Temple,  and  which  are  not  lefs  than  an  hundred 
and  thirty  in  Number,  were  found  all  entire  in  th« 
Fields  of  that  antient  City,  ■  For  near  Two  hun^ 
dred  Years  the  Turks  made  ufe  of  no  other  Bullets- 
for  the  Cannon  of  the  Dardajielles^  than  Corinthlan^ 
Chapiters  and  Columns  which  they  broke  to  pieces, 
and  then  cut  to  make  them  ferve  that  purpofe. 
What  a  vafi;  Number  of  Structures  only  built  of 
Marble  mufl:  there  have  beea  formerly  in  Greece?' 
How  many  Triumphal  Arches,  Porticos,  Peryftiis^, 
Fountains  and  Pillars?  Rome  had  not  fo  many  fu- 
perb  Siruclures  as  Greece^  if  we  may  judge  by  the 
Number  of  Marble  Pieces,  and  the  other  Works  of. 
Architecture  that  have  efcap'd;  tlie  Fury  of  the 
Times.  I  owm  that  there  muft  be  prodigious 
Wealth  in  the  Tyhcr^  and  that  to  be  ftire  there  are 
more  Statues  in  its  Channel,  than  there  are  ia- 
Rovie  now;  but  all  thefe  Treafures  are  conceal'd 
from  our  Sight,  and  we  cannot  judge  of  what  we. 
do  not  fee. 

About  forty  Years  ago,  our  Brethren  the  Jews 
cffer'd  Twenty  Millions  to  the  fovereign   Pontiff, 

to 
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to  get  leave  of  him  to  fearch  the  Tyher,  and  to 
turn  the  Courfe  of  it  for  only  fix  Months,  and 
propofed  to  examine  it  for  only  one  League  above, 
and  another  below  that  City.  'Tis  very  certain 
that  in  the  Space  of  thofe  two  Leagues  they  would 
have  found  ten  times  the  Value  of  their  Premi- 
um. Howev.er,  faid  they,  as  they  ran  a  Riique  of 
lofmg  their  Twenty  Millions,  they  defir'd  that  for 
their  greater  Eafe  in  that  Work,  they  might  be 
allow'd  to  turn  off  the  Tyher  in  the  Summer,  which 
Claufe  was  the  very  Thing  that  defeated  their  Pe- 
tition. Twenty  Millions  was  a  Sum  very  tempt- 
ing,  and  the  Matter  was  debated  more  than  once 
or  twice;  but  at  length  it  was  judg'd,  that  the. 
great  Heats  m/ight  draw  fuch  Exalations  from  the 
drain'd  Channel,  as  wou'd  breed  a  Peftilence,  and 
therefore  their  Rerjucft  was  deny'd.  For  my  part, 
dear  Ijaac^  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Apprchenhon  ot 
Diflempcrs  was  only  a  Cloak  made  ufe  of  to  co- 
ver the  real  Reafons  of  that  Refufal.  The  "Jnv^ 
wou'd  have  fold  all  the  Treafure,  the  Statues,  the 
Bronzes,  the  Medals,  and  the  Columns  which  they 
wou'd  have  found,  out.  of  the  City,  becauf^  no 
body  in  it  v^oufd  have  been  rich  enough  to  have 
paid  down  the  Money  for  tliem  which  many  {o- 
vereign  Princes  and  rich  private  Men  abroad  wou'd 
have  given.  'Twas  the  fame  political  Rtafon  that 
hindered  the  Removal  of  the  Pidtures  and  Statues 
from  Rome :  And  had  it  not  been  for  this  wife  Re- 
gulation, that  City  wou'd  have,  been  ftripp'd  lono- 
ago  of  abundance  of  fine  Things  which  the  Nobi- 
lity and  Citizens  wou'd  have  fold;  and  by  de- 
grees Foreigners  becoming  polTefs'd  at  Home  of 
what  drew  them  to  Rome^  would  have  reforted 
to  that  City  no  longer,  which  wou'd  have  been  a 
notorious  Prejudice  to  it.  This  Regulation  has 
been  fo  rigidly  adher'd  to,  that  the  Grexit  Dukes 

of 
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of  Tufcany  never  cou'd  obtain  Leave  for  the  Remo- 
val of  old  Henulcs  out  of  their  Palace  at  Ro?ne  to 
their  own  Dominions. 

Liivis  XIV,.  in  the  time  of  his  grjsateft  Si>len- 
dour,  made  a  Purchafe  at  Rome,  ot  a  Part  of  the 
Antiques  that  are  in  the  Gallery  of  VerfuUles;  and 
the  Perfon  commiflion'd  to  fend  them  to  France^ 
was  Fotijjin  the  famous  Painter,  v/ho  was  a  Subjccl 
of  his  Majefty.  The  fovereign  Pontiff  not  being 
able  to  help  it,  gave  his  Confent ;  but  in  order  to 
keep  Peace  Avith  the  Populace,  and  to  prevent  a 
Tumuk,  they  w^rc'  oblig'd  to  embark  them,  in  the 
Night-time,  when  no  body  knew  aay  thing  of 
the  Matter.  'Tis  true,  that  if  Lavis  XIV  had 
pleafed,  he  cou'd  have  ohiig'd  the  Magiflrates  of 
Rome  to  fend  them  to  him  themselves,  for  he  v*ras 
then  ^o  much  dreaded  at  Rome^  that  no  body  dunt 
re-fufe  it  him;  but  he  w:is  for  avoiding  all  Dif-- 
cuiTions,  which,  when  thofe  they  have  to  deal  v/ith... 
don't  a6l  with  Vigour,,  the  Romans  fpin  out  to  Er 
ternity,  fo  that  it  requires  more  Time  to  fettle  the 
leaft  fncidcnt  with  them,  than  to  conclude  a  ge- 
neral Peace  throughout  Europe.  Lpipertinence  and 
Chicanery  feem  to  be  the  Province  of  the  Nazar 
rene  Priefls,  but  of  no  People  more  than  the  Jan-r 
fen'ijh  and  Molinlfts^  who  when  they  cannot  di/^ 
pute  witn  their  Enemies,  and  gainHiy  them,  pick 
a  Q^iairel  with  their  own  Brethren  and  Adhe- 
rents: Of  v/hich  the  following  is  a  recent  In^ 
ftance. 

The  Pontiff  of  Paris ^  of  whom  I  have  not  yet 
made  any  mention  in  my  Letters,  is  very  much 
hated  by  the  Janfenijis^  who  have  aim'd  to  blacken 
his  Reputation  by  uefamatury  Libels;  but  the  bet- 
ter fcrt  of  People  have  not  fuffer'd  themfelves  to 
he  preiudlced  by  thefe  Invectives.  The  Pontiff  is 
very  inuch  of  r^  Gei^tleman.      Before  he  came. to 
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Paris  he  had  govern'd  another  Church,  where  he 
was  univerfally  belov'd  even  by  the  yanfenijis.  Yii 
was  rais'd  to  the  chi^f  Eeclefiailical  Dignity  in  the 
Kingdom,  and  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  it  ;  for  being  oblig'.i 
to  ftand  his  ground  againft  all  the  Efforts  of  the  Ja?',-' 
feniji  Party,  he  foon  regretted  the  Lofs  of  that  Tran- 
quility  which  he  htid  enjoy'd  in  his  old  Diocefe.: 
However  he  endcavour'd  to  fvveeten  their  Tempers 
as  much  as  he  could.  Being  an  Enemy  to  violent 
and  rigorous  Meafurcs,-  he  was  defirous  that  an  Ac- 
commodation- might  be  enter'd  into  fmcerely :  Rut 
the  Good  Man  did  not  very  well  know  the  People  he 
had  to  do  with  :  The  Jnnfcnijis  were  fo  enrag'J 
againfl:  liim,  that  they  even  rcproach'd  him  for  eatir.g 
too  much  ;  as  if  his  Appetite  had  been  a  Crime,  and 
as  If  a  puny  Stomach  was  eflential  to  Righteoufnefs, 
Finding  at  length  that  all  he  could  do  wou'd  be  to 
no  Purpofe,  he  let  things  take  their  Courfe,  Com- 
plaint had  been  made  a  long  time  in  his  Diocefe^ 
that  a  Book  which  the  Nazaroies  call  a  Breviary^ 
wanted  much  to  be  regulated,  ''lis  a  Colledion 
of  the  Pfalrns  of  the  Royal  Prophet,  with  a  Mix^ 
ture  of  fome  Prayers  of  their  own  cempofmg.  The 
l^ontiff  order'd  the  Men  (kill'd  in  the  K^azarcfie  h^w 
to  compofe  a  new  Breviary,  While  this  was  dcino;, 
all  the  "Janfenijls  raurmur'd  and  rav'd  fadly  agaijift 
the  Book,  and  thofe  that  compofed  it.  The  Moli- 
riijis^  on  the  contrary,  gave  out  every  where,  that 
the  Work,  which  would  foon  appc^ir,  was  excel- 
lent. It  did  appear,  and  by  a  merry  Accident  the 
Janfeuijh  reeeiv'd  it  with  very  great  Refpcct,  and 
the  MoUnifis  declaimed  againll  it  with  very  great 
Rage  i  fo  that  they  fiU'd  Pari^  with  their  feditious 
Writings.     Two  Priefts  there  arc  *  among  othiirs, 

*  Languei,  the   Cure,   or  Parfon  of  St.  Sulpici:  i  and 
Jiie  Parfon  of^St.  Nidolas  tie  Chardon?icret, 

f.  who 
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who  have  folemnly  protefted  that  they  will  not  aban- 
don their  old  Breviary  ;  one  of  them  efpecially  raves ^ 
and  tears  at  a  deadly  rate  *  ;  he  is  a  religious  Cox- 
comb, who  is  like  enough  one  day  or  other  to  in- 
troduce the  Convuliions  of  the  ^anfenifls  among  the 
MoUnifts,    He  fays  that  the  new  Breviary  is  a  Book- 
full  of  dangerous   Errors ;    that   it  defervcs   to   be 
burnt ;  that  his  Pontiff  had  in  all  Appearance  gorg'd 
too  much  when  he  approv'd  it ;  and  that  he  appe:ils 
from  the  Afternoon  Pontiff  to  the  Morning  Poi\Cxff. 
The  Parliament,  which  does  not  think  his  Argu- 
ments very  excellent,  maintains  that-  the  Breviary  is 
right  and  good,  and   that  as  fuch   it  onglic   to   be 
receiv'd.    That  fovereign  Court  has  Hrce  condeiVin'J 
a  certain  Writing,  v/hich  was  fhrewdly  fufpecltd  to 
be  the    Compofition   of  fome   fanatical    Prieil:,    to.. 
be  torn  and  burnt  by  the  common  Hangman.  Mean 
time  the  Affair  of  the  Breviary  is  not  yet  ended  y 
the  angry  Molimjis  fay  'tis  good  for  nothing,  and, 
that  'tis  impoflible   for  an  Arret  of  i-arliament  to 
make  b?.d  Merchandize  good.     They  compare   this 
Book  to  rufty  Bacon,  which  is  enough  to  fpoil  th& 
beft   Sauce ;   confequcntly,  fay   they,   the    Book   is 
enough  to  poifon  the  foundeff  Mind.    From  v^hence 
the  Nd'Larenes  fetch'd  this  Comparilbn,  ).  knowncT; 
for  'tis   perfectly  in  the  Hebrew  Taice,  .:nd  wiiafe' 
wou'd  have  been  very  fignificant  in  Uio.  Mouih  !\i. 
a  ^ew^  confidering  the  Averfion  we  iir.tu rally  hr^ve 
to  the  Hog,  an  unci. an  Animal,  the  Flefli  of  v/hich 
is  foibid  us  by  our  Holy  Law. 

There  is  nothing  now  ftirring  at  Paris  but  the  DM- 
pute  about  ^X'Ah  Breviary..  1  will  take  care  to  inform, 
thee  in  what  manner  it  ends  ;  'lis  probable  that  the 
Priefts  will  be  oblig'd  to  fubmit,  for  the  fecular 
Judges  have  a  way  to  punifh  thwm,  whii:h  cuts  tliem 

*  The  Parfon  of  St.  ZMlpice. 
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to  the  very  Heart,  namely,  by  ftrlpping  them  of 
their  Revenues  ;  the  Clergy  being  fo  felnfh,  that 
this  is  the  only  way  to  bring  them  to  the  Point  where 
you  wou'd  have  them. 

As  to  the  Pcrfon  who  has  declar'd  in  the  moft 
public  manner  againft  the  Introdu<5cion  of  this  new 
Book,  they  fay  of  him  in  particular,  that  he  makes 
his  Money  his  God.  He  is  building  a  magnificent 
Temple,  but  they  fay,  'tis  worth  more  to  him  than 
to  the  Workmen  whom  he  employs.  Under  the 
fpecious  Pretence  of  a  Colledion  towards  the  Charges 
of  the  Building,  and  Decoration  of  it,  he  receives 
Money  from  all  Hands.  'Tis  all  the  fame  thing  to 
him  who  has  no  manner  of  Exception  to  the  Money, 
which  is  ftill  Adoney,  come  from  whomfoever  it 
will.  I  am  pofitive  he  wou'd  not  think  it  a  Trouble 
to  receive  a  Profit  from  the  common  Whores  at  Pa- 
rts^ if  he  v/as  to  be  permitted  to  lay  a  Tax  upon  their 
Trade.  He  wou'd  build  his  Temple,  as  that  famous- 
Egyptian  Courtezan  built  one  of  the  Pyramids  of 
Egypt^  out  of  the  Profits  fhe  got  by  the  Sparks  to. 
whom  (he  granted  her  Favours. 

Perhaps,  dear  Tfaac^  thoH  wilt  be  aftonifh'd  at 
tlie  Obftinacy  of  this  Clergyman,  in  endeavouring. 
to  diftinguifli  himfelf  thus  fingly  from  all  his  Bre- 
thren. He  hopes  by  his  Rebellion  to  make  his 
Court  to  the  fovereign  Pontiff.  ^Tis  by  thefe  bold 
Strokes,  that  a  private  Man  makes  himfelf  known, 
and  renders  his  Name  confiderable  among  the  Mad- 
men of  the  Party  that  he  has  embrac'd  :  And  the 
Court  of  Rome^  for  which  no  body  ever  does  any 
Service  in  vain,  is  fure,  fconer  or  later,  to  reward 
luch  blind  Zeal.  Thus  the  moft  criminal  Under- 
takings are  often  the  beft  recompenc'd.  In  all 
Places,  and  efpecially  amongft  the  Clergy,  there  are 
Erojlratus^i  of  thii  modern  Sort,  who,  to   get   a 

I^ame^ 


25+  The  ]e\vish  Sfy.     Let.  70; 

?s"ame,  fet  every  thing  in  a  Flame,  and  raife  laddcix 
Kurricanes  in  times  of  the  greateft  Cahrj. 

Some  Years  ago,  a  PontifF  that  was  an  outragi.- 
ous  MoUnift  *,  publifh'd  a  Paper  in  violation  of  the 
Regard  that  he  owed  to  the  King  his  Mafter,  and  to 
the  Welfare  of  his  Country  ;  which  Proceeding  of 
Jiis  was  fuppos'd  to  have  been  owing  to  the  Inlfiga- 
tion  of  the  ycfuits^  tho'  they  had  no  Share  in  it. 
The  Pontiff  having  heard  it,  declared  publicly,  that 
the  Jefults  were  fo  far  from  having  a  hand  in  the 
Performance  which  he  had  publifli'"d,  that  they  did 
what  they  couM  to  hinder  it,  and  of  this  I  make  no 
Doubt.     The  yefuitSy  tho'  they  are  tlie  moll  rigid 
MoUnifn^  yet  they  are  the  molt  politic  :  The  filly 
things  done  by  thofe  v^ho  are  attached  to  them.,  are 
a  very  great  Difcredit  to  them  ;  and  If  they  cou'd 
always  reftrain  theirTempers,  the  fubaltern  Molinifii^ 
wou'd  not  commit  many  Follies  that  they  are  guilty  of.. 
But  let  the  General  Officers  of  an  Army  have  ever 
fo  much  Forefight,  ''tis  impofTible  for  them  to  hinder 
the  Folly  of  a  Soldier,  a  Sutler,  or  the  Foot-Soldier's 
Pofl-Boy. 

Farewell,   dear  Ifaac  ;  and  may  the  God  of  cusr 
Fathers  grant  thee  Riches  in  abundance. 

*  The  Archbifhop  of  Arks.. 


L  E  r< 
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LETTER     LXXI. 

Fro?n  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  i^ 
Isaac  Onis,  a  Caraite,  laUly  a  Rahhiy 
at  Conftantinople. 

'Tp  H  E  News  from  Ccrfica^  dear  Jfciac^  differs  very 
*  much,  and  People  begin  to  doubt  whether  the 
Projedl  of  thiC  pretended  King  Tl)C0ihre  will  fucceed  ; 
Money  fails  him,  and  the  Succours  that  he  had  pro- 
mis'd  are  not  arriv'd.  A  third  Party  is  form'd  in 
the  Ifland,  and  the  Genoefe  hope  to  fee  their  Affairs 
foon  retriev'd,  or  at  leaft  they  give  out  fo.  I  muft 
tell  thee  plainly,  dear  Aloticcca^  that  after  having 
reafonM  a  long  time  upon  the  Tranfa(Stions  in  Ccr- 
ficay  I  frankly  own,  that  1  know  not  what  to  make 
of  it.  I  talk  with  Politicians  here  every  Day,  who 
are  mighty  Speculators,  and  lay  open  the  whole 
Myflery  of  this  Adventure,  with  as  much  Allurancc 
as  if  they  were  let  into  the  moft  fecret  Particulars  of 
it.  They  pretend  to  know  the  famous  Magician 
that  protects  this  Knight-Errant ;  they  know  from 
whence  came  the  Aififlance  he  has  bad  hitherto  ; 
and  they  tell  you  the  Particulars  of  what  he  is  t'.» 
expedl.  But  after  having  heard  them  for  a  good 
.while,  when  one  comes  to  reflect  upon  what  they 
have  faid,  'tis  plain  that  *tis  all  mecr  Guefs-worli, 
and  that  it  cannot  iland  the  Teft  of  Examination. 

If  one  confiders  Tljcodore  in  the  Li:iht  of  a  Fo;'- 
tune-hunter,  if  we  believe  what  the  Genoefe  fay  or 
him,  his  Arrival  in  Corfica  has  fom.ething  as  extra- 
ordinary in  it  as  the  prodigious  Riib  of  TamcrlayAi^ 

whoy 
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who,  as  feme  Jrabian  Authors  fay,  v/as  only  the| 
Son  of  a  Shepherd  ;  and  'tis  really  not  near  fo  fur-, 
prizing  for  a  private  Centinel  of  the  Tartars,'  to- 
become  Mafter  and  Head  of  his  Country,  as  it  is 
to  fee  a  private,  Man,  one  of  the  vulgar  Rank,  get 
himfelf  to  he  declared  King  in  the  Centre  of  Europe, 
and  in  fight  too  of  a  great  many  Princes,  jealous  of 
the  Grandeur  and  Majefly  of  their  Rank,  which 
would  be  depreciated,  if  a  notorious  Fortune- 
hunter  (hou'^d  become  their  Equal.  For,  in  ihort, 
if  by  chance  the  Genoefe  fhould  be  entirely  drove  out' 
of  the  Ifland  of  Corfica,  and  Theodore  fhou'd  be  ref- 
cogniz'd  by  all  the  Inhabitants  for  their  fovereign. 
Lord  and  Mafter,  I  wou'd  know  what  the  fovereign 
Powers  of  Europe  would  do  in  that  Cafe  ?  Cou'd 
fuch  Monarchs  as  the  Emperor  and  the  King  of 
France^  find  in  their  Hearts  ever  to  recognize  for  a 
lawful  Sovereign,  a  King  crown 'd  hj  a  Rebel h'on 
form'd  by  Wickednefs,  and  who  before  he  became 
a  Sovereign  did,  as  they  fay,  more  than  once  difho- 
ijuDur  the  Character  of  a  Gentleman  r  1  don't  believe.: 
there's  any  body  filly  enough  to  im.agine,  that  tliofe 
Princes  wouM  behave  in  that  Manner.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  Theodore  wou'd  have  Dominions, 
Subjects,  Ships,  Harbours,  Towns,  l^c.  and  when 
any  Qiiarrel  happens  with  him,  as  'tis  impoJinble 
but  there  muft,  upon  what  Foot  (hou'd  he  be 
treated  with  ?  France  wou'd  even  be  forc'd  to  it  by 
the  Situation  of  Corfica  \  for  there  are  few  Ships 
that  fet  out  from  Marfeilles  for  the  Levant,  but  what 
anchor  either  going  or  coming  upon  the  Coafts  of 
Corfica. 

Several  Perfons  refolve  thefe  Difficulties,  by  fay- 
ing, that  as  foon  as  Theodore  is  Mafter  and  peace- 
able PoiTefTor  of  his  Country,  another  Power  wou'd 
expel  liim  out  of  it.  But  I  afK,  whether  fuch 
B-ealoning  is  confiftent  with  good  Policy  ?    I  think 
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'tis  altogether  the  Reverfe  of  it ;  and  that  unlefs  all 
■thofe  Difficulties  between  the  European  Powers  are 
prevented,  before  they  go  about  to  expel  Theodore^ 
the  Power  that  fhou'd  undertake  it  wou'd  find  fe- 
veral  Princes  ready  to  oppofe  him.     But,  as  fome 
People  fay,  every  thing  is  already  fettled  and  con- 
cluded, and   they  all  know  what  they  have  to  truft 
to  :  This  is  what  Ifliall  inquire  into  hereafter,  but 
in  the  mean  time  I  think  this  Opinion  liable  to  a 
world  of  Objections.     I  really  confider    (luppofmg 
that  Theodore  a61s  only  upon  his  own  Bottom)  what 
Obftacles  that  Power  wou'd  meet  with,  who  fhou'd 
offer  to  drive  him  out  of  Corfica^  if  he  was  once  in 
peaceable  PofTcffion  of  it.     Suppofe  ^pahi  ftiould  be 
that  Power,    'twould    be    the    Intereft    of    France 
flrenuoufly  to  oppofe  that  Nation's  having  a  Coun- 
try with  Towns  and  Harbours  which  entirely  block 
up  thofe  of  Marfeilles^  Toulon^  and   Aitibes :    For 
■in  cafe  the  Spaniards  were  to  have  a  War  with 
France^    they  would,  with  two  Frigates  of  twenty 
Guns  each,    abfolutely  interrupt  the  Trade  to  the 
Levant,     In  a  Storm,    the  Merchant-Ships  v/ou'd 
he  oblig'd  to  go  for  Shelter  to  very  diftant  Ports, 
and  fometimes  would  be  able  to  find  none,  efpe- 
cially  if  the  Wind  fliould  hinder  them  from  mak- 
ing  the  Coaft  of  Italy.     The  Ifland  of  Corjlca^  in 
the  Hands  of  fo  formidable  a  Power  as   the   Spa- 
niards^ wou'd   become  as  pernicious  to  the  Trade 
of  Marfeilles,  as  the  French  in  the  Time  of  War 
wou'd  be  troublefome  to  the  Catalans,  if  they  fhould 
ever   be  Mafters   of  the  Ifland  of  Afajorca,      Do 
but  caft  thy  Eye,    dear  Ifaac,  upon  a  Map^    and 
thou  wilt  be  convinc'd  thyfelf  of  the  Truth  of  my 
Opinion. 

France  wou'd  not  be  the  only  Power  oblig'd  in 
Intereft  to  hinder  the  Spaniards  from  having  the 
liland  of  Corfica,     Undoubtedly  the  King  of  Sar^ 

dinia 
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dinia  wouM  be  very  loth  to  confent  to  it ;  Nicc^ 
Villa- Franca y  and  his  other  Maritime  Towns  being 
already  fo  much  pent  up  and  crampM  by  France^ 
that  I  don't  beHeve  he  wou'd  care  to  have  another 
Neighbour  fo  incommodious.  Some  Politicians 
are  of  Opinion,  that  the  European!  Powers  wou'd 
freely  confent  that  the  King  of  Sardinia  fhou'd 
be  Marter  of  the  Ifland  of  Corftca.  Bat  France 
has  the  fame  Reafon  to  oppofe  the  Picchnontefe 
as  to  oppofe  the  Spaniards ;  becaufe,  tho'  the  former 
are  not  near  fo  powerful  as  the  latter,  they  might 
become  very  troublefome  to  France  whenever  they 
ihould  unite  with  other  Powers  againft  her.  What 
wou'd  become  of  Toulon  and  all  Provence^  if  the 
EngliJJj  and  Dutch  had  it  in  their  Power  to  form 
Magazines,  and  to  have  a  Number  of  Towns 
and  Sea-ports  but  forty  Leagues  from  Provence^ 
and  to  be  able  to  come  in  twenty-four  Hours  time 
to  anchor  there  with  a  Squadron  whenever  they 
pleafed. 

If  it  be  almoft  as  much  the  Interefc  of  France  as 
of  Spain^  to  fee  the  Englifld  difpofiefs'd  of  Port  Ma- 
hon,  how  much  more  is  fhe  oblig'd  in  Intereft,  not 
to  let  a  formidable  Power  eftablifh  itfelf  in  thofe 
Ports  that  block  up  all  her  Harbours  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean ?  Some  People  think  that  i^hQ  wou'd  Jiot  be 
\'ery  uneafy,  if  thofe  Ports  were  m  the  Hands  of  the 
King  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  but  this  Argument  is  i'o 
weak  that  it  confutes  itfelf.  The  Union  of  the 
Courts  of  Aiadrid  and  Naples  is  fo  ftri^t,  their  In- 
terefts  are  fo  united,  that  the  fame  Reafons  which 
oppofe  the  Spaniards  oppofe  the  Neapclitajis.  Be- 
fides,  all  Men  are  mortal,  Sovereigns  them.felves 
being  not  exempted  by  the  Deity  from  the  Laws  of 
Death.  If  the  Prince  of  Afiurias^  who  has  no  .Chil- 
dren, fhou'd  happen  to  die,  are  not  thofe  Ports  in 
the  Hands  oi  Spain^  and  by  confequence  of  a  formid-. 

able 
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able  Power  ?  But  feme  will  fay,  who  knows  whe- 
ther by  the  fecret  Articles  of  the  very  Treaties  that 
wou'd  render  the  NeapcHtans  Mailers  of  the  Coun- 
try,   they  wou'd  not  be  oblig'd  to  abandon   it  to 
another  Prince,   the  very  Moment  that  their  Sove- 
reign {hou'd   become  King  of  Spain  ?    To   this  I 
anfwer.  That  an  able  Politician  will  never  rely  upon 
the  Faith  of  Rcftitutions.     The  Councils  of  Princes 
are  as  fruitful  in  Excufes  as  the  Society  of  Jefuits  is  ; 
they  never  want  plaufible  Pretences,  and  thev  make 
ufe  of  tlie  Privilege  of  the  Dire<Stion  of  the  Intention. 
The   EngUfn  arc   lately   become  very  Jefuits  upon 
this   Head  ;  and  I  believe  they  have  been  oblig'd  to 
thofe  Reverend  leathers  for  fevcral  Arguments,  with 
regard  to  the  Article  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon. 
And  what   might  not   the  Spaniards  do,  who  are 
prone  by  Nature  to  follow  the  Diredion  of  the  Je- 
fziits  ? 

Thefe,  dear  Ifaac^  are  the  Reafons  which  incline 
me  to  fufpedl  that  TIjeodore  does  not  act  upon  his 
own  Bottom,  but  is  directed  by  a  Frimum  Mobile. 
His  want  of  Money,  and  of  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Forces ;  the  Slovvnefs  with  which  he  goes  on,  and 
his  not  having  yet  perform'd  a  fmgle  Actien  that 
can  be  decifive  \  all  this  together  confirms  me  in  my 
Opinion. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  when  I  come  to  confider 
that  the  Baron  de  Newhoff  was  a  Slave  two  Years 
ago,  that  he  was  fick  in  a  Hofpital  three  Years  ago, 
that  he  has  fpent  his  Patrimony  long  fmce  ;  and 
when  I  fee  him  arriv'd  in  Corfica  with  Chefis  full 
of  Gold  Coin,  and  v/ith  eight  Brafs  Cannon,  the 
Icaft  of  which  coft  above  two  thoufand  Crowns,  I 
know  not  what  to  think  of  it.  Two  or  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  Livres  is  not  a  Sum  to  be  borrow 'd 
u.pon  {lender  Hopes,  which  even  appear  ridiculous  to 

any 
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any  that  will  but  examine  them.  How  then  cou'd 
the  Baron  de  Newhoff  compafs  thofe  Supplies  with 
which  he  has  fupplied  the  Corficans  ?  If  he  had  them 
not  from  private  Hands,  he  muft  needs  have  had 
them  from  forne  foverelgn  Power ;  and  if  it  is  fome 
Sovereign  that  aflifts,  fupports,  and  proteds  him, 
v/hy  does  he  abandon  him  to  Neceflity  ?  Why  does 
he  fufFer  him  to  want  Money,  and  expofe  him  to 
the  Hazard  of  employing  the  firft  Sums  he  gave  him 
to  no  purpofe  ? 

One  is  perfectly  loft  and  bewilder'd  in  the  At- 
tempt to  dive  to  the  Bottom  of  thefe  ReflecStions. 
There  are  Politicians  who  thin]^  it  eafy  to  unfold  all 
thefe  Secrets.  As  for  my  part,  I  own  fmcerely,  that 
I  can  comprehend  but  little,  if  any  thing,  of  the 
Matter  :  Perhaps  they  v/ho  fancy  they  know  the 
Myftery,  are  as  ignorant  of  it  as  I  am  ;  but  they  are 
not  fo  candid,  and  wouM  fain  pafs  their  ConjeiStures 
upon  the  World  for  real  Fa61:s.  This  is  too  much 
the  Foible  of  all  Politicians  ;  nothing  puts  them  to 
a  ftand,  and  they  readily  find  Reafons  to  folve  the 
greateft  Difficulties.  They  penetrate  into  the  very 
Cabinets  of  Princes  >  they  know  the  moft  fecret 
thing  that  pafTes  there,  and  they  foretel  the  End  of 
a  War  before  'tis  fcarce  begun.  In  fine,  they  re- 
:gulate  all  the  Courts  of  Europe  \  but  unhappily  for 
themfelves  and  their  Predictions,  they  are  as  much 
miftaken  as  the  Makers  of  Almanacs. 

It  mull:  be  Time,  dear  Ifaac^  that  will  clear  up 
that  confufed  Chaos  of  Ideas,  which  Mankind 
forms  upon  the  Baron  de  Newhoff^s  Undertaking. 
Mean  while  let  us  fufpend  our  Judgment.  There 
are  ten  or  twelve  People  in  Europe  that  know  the 
Secret  of  this  Affair  ;  and  to  be  fure  'tis  an  in- 
finite Pleafure  to  them,  to  hear  what  other  Folks 
fay.     We  Ih^ll  one  Day  have  the  fame  Advantage 

as 
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as  they  have  now;  and  wh-ui  the  hitricacy  is 
clear'd  up,  the  vain  Conjectures  which  we  form 
at  prefent  will  be  an  Amufemont  to  us  in  our 
'il'ur^i. 

As  loon  as  I  learn  any  thing  new,  I  will  let  thee 
know  it  by  a  Letter,  and  fliall  take  care  to  inform 
myfelf  exadly  ©f  what  may  ferve  for  our  Inftru(n:i- 
on.  After  all,  they  give  out  here  that  the  faid 
Lord  Theodore  treats  his  new  Subjects  with  very- 
great  Rigour,  thofe  efpcciaMy  whom  he  fufpects  to 
be  againli:  him.  A  bare  Sufpicion  is  v/ith  him  fuch 
a.  Crime,  that  nothing  but  Death  can  attone  for 
it.  He  has  caus'd  four  of  the  chief  Men  thit 
were  againft  him  to  be  fhot  to  death,  but  I  think 
he  wou'd  have  done  much  better  to  pardon  them  5 
for  fuch  an  Inftance  of  his  Generofity  wou'd  have 
won  him  many  more  Hearts,  than  a  flavifh  Fear 
will  ever  retain  in  Refpe6l  and  Submiinon. 

I   can't  but  think  that  the  Blood  which  is   fpilt 
upon  Scaffolds    in  Civil  Wars,  produces  the  fame 
£i7e(R:   as  that  of  the  Primitive  Nazarenes^  which 
the  Pagan   Emperors    fhed    v/ith   fo    much    Rage. 
The  more   of  them  that  were  put  to  death,    the 
more  the    Number   of  'em  increas'd.     The  very 
fime  thing  happens  in  Civil  Wars ;  the   Spirit  of 
Party  is   heated  by  Murder  and  Slaughter,  and  the 
Death  of  one    Perfon    determines    a    hundred    to 
efpocfe  his    Party.     The   Murderer    is   ftre  to  be 
hated,  and  he   that  dies    will   infallibly   be  pity":. 
The  Death  of  the  famous  Admiral  de  Coligni^  and 
of  the  other  Proteftants,    only  ferv'd  to  increafe 
the  Number  of  Henry  IV^'s  Adherents.     The  Lof- 
fes  which  the   Catiiolic  Cantons   fuftain'd   in  their 
lad  War,    united   them   more    than  ever  together. 
Since  the  entire  Suppreffion  of  the  Religion  of  the 
Nazare7ie  Papifts  in  Ireland^    the  Number   of  the 
Xazarenes  of  that  Faith   is  rather   incre^is'd  there 
Vol.  IL  M  thait 
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than  diminifliM.  The  Depofing  of  the  Pontiff  of 
the  City  of  Senes,  in  the  Council  of  Ambrim  has 
very  much  augmented  the  Number  of  "J^nfenijis 
in  France.  People  are  much  fooner  reciaim'd 
by  Lenity,  than  by  violent  and  bloody  Methods. 
Fhilip  IPs  Chara^Ster  for  Cruelty,  gave  the  firft 
Blow  to  the  Spamjh  Monarcliy,  and  made  him  lofe 
thofe  Countries  that  now  form  the  Republic  of 
HollarJ^ 

Take  car-e  of  thy  Health,  dear  Ifaac^  and  may 
tie  God  of  our  Fathers  give  thee  an  abundant  Mca- 
iure  of  Profperity. 


LETTER     LXXII. 

from  Jacob  Brito,  at  Laufanne  in 
Switzerland,  to  Aaron  Monceca, 
at  Paris. 

T)  EFORE  I  cou'd  piirfue  my  Route  thro'  Lycns 
^  2nd  Languedoc^  in  order  to  make  the  beff  of 
my  way  to  L'lfbon.,  I  was  oblig'd  to  go  and  pafs  a 
few  Days  at  Laufanne.  ]  have  receiv'd  PafTports  for 
fix  Months  from  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  Portugaly 
fo  that  I  can  now  do  all  my  Bufmefs  quietly,  with- 
out being  terrify'd  by  the  Priefts  or  the  Inquifition. 
Samuel  Pinaro  has  procur'd  a  Coramiflion  for  me  to 
be  Agent  extraordinary  to  the  Republic  of  Genoa ^ 
while  I  ftay  at  Lijhon^  Vv'hich  Title  gives  me  a  Cha- 
jadter  that  puts  me  out  of  all  manner  of  Danger ; 
-I  doubt  not  but  to  difcover  a  great  many  things  in 
she  V^oyage  I  purpofe  to  make  which  may  be  the 
Foundation  of  iov^^o,  Phiiofcphical  RcficiSlions,  and 

I  will 


I 
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I  will  write  to  thee  from  Spain,  as  conftantly  as  i 
have  done  from  Italy. 

I  have  few  things  to  acquaint  thee  of  at  prefent^ 
Z-aufanne  is  a  very  pretty  Town,  being  the  Cupt* 
tal  of  the  Pays  de  Vaux  in  the  Canton  of  Bern, 
The  People  here  live  much  more  after  the  French 
Fafhion  than  they  do  in  the  other  Towns,  yet  in 
general  they  partake  of  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms 
of  their  Brethren,  and  the  Produce  of  the  Country- 
is  juft  the  fame  as  that  of  the  other  Cantons.  The 
Wine  here  is  very  good,  and  their  Lake  and  Ri- 
vers abound  with  all  manner  of  Fifh  ;  nor  is  there 
any  want  of  Fowl  and  all  other  Neceflarics  of  Life. 
In  this  Climate,  Nature  furnifhes  the  Inhabitants 
with  every  thing  that  is  for  their  ufe,  and  is  only 
fjoaring  in  the  things  that  introduce  Luxury,  and 
encourage  Debauchery. 

The  Swi/zers  are  inur'd  to  all  the  Hardfhips  of 
Hunger  and  Thirft,  Cold  and  Heat  ;  thev  live  verv 
cheap.  Milk  and  Cheefe  being  their  principal 
Food*.  Cooks  are  of  no  ufe  with  them,  cr  liave 
very  little  Employment ;  they  being  ignorant  of  the 
Art  of  mixing  Poifons  that  are  pernicious  to 
Health  and  long  Life,  under  the  Name  of  Nice 
Ragouts,  and  favoury  Difhcs.  Their  Houfcs  arc 
i)ut  indifferent,  and  their  Furniture  is  as  plain  as 
that  of  the  primitive  Times :  Their  Apparel  which 
is  made  for  their  ufe,  and  not  to  dazzle  the  Eves 
of  the  SpeiSlators,  is  proportion'd  to  the  reft ;  but 
fo  many  Virtues  are  obfcur'd  by  one  coniiderable 
Fault  ;  for  they  are  moft  abominable  Drunkards. 
They  fometimes  fpend  Days  and  Nights  in  conti- 
liual  Debauchery,  and  there's  no  Hopes  of  getting 
a  Place  in   their  Hearts,    but    by  a  Glafs  in  the 

*  This  muft  chiefly  be  underilood  of  their  Moun- 
taiwcers  and  Peafacts. 

M  2  Ihni  > 
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Hand  ;  Wine  beino;  with  them  the  Cement  of 
Friendfhip.  In  Switzerland  the  greateft  Drinker  is 
reckonM  the  beft  Man,  and  he  that  can  carry 
off  his  fix  or  fcvcn  Bottles  of  Wine,  is  as  much 
courted  at  their  J^ntertainments,  as  a  Poet  or  a 
facetious  Author  Is  in  France^  at  their  Parties  of 
Pleafure.  If  Chapelle  *  and  St.  Evremond  had  liv'd 
in  Sivltzerland^  they  wou'd  have  paft  for  a  couple 
of  pitiful  Fellows,  not  worthy  to  be  admitted  into 
good  Company. 

Whatfoever  Pleafure  the  Szvitzers  take  in  drink- 
ing, yet  as  foon  as  their  Debaucheries  are  over,  they 
go  to  their  Bufmefs  and  double  their  Induflry  and 
Diligence  to  retrieve  their  Expences.  They  work 
to  dr'mk^  fays  a  modern  Author,  and  they  drink  the 
better  to  vjcrk.  Their  Inclination  to  Wine  does  not 
hinder  them  from  being  prudent  and  circumfpc(5t 
in  Affairs  public  and  private;  fo  that  to  be  fure 
the  Fumes  of  the  Wine  don't  get  up  into  their  Brains 
fo  much  as  they  do  into  thofe  of  other  People ;  for 
there's  no  Treaty,  Agrerment,  Leafe,  or  Contrail 
made  without  the  Bottle  in  Hand,  to  wet  the  Bar- 
i^ain  with  the  bewitching  Liquor.  Nor  are  their 
Politics  the  worfe  for  their  tippling,  for  after  hav- 
ing drank  all  Day  long,  a  Sivifs  knows  perfectly 
well  what  is  for  the  Benefit  and  Happine  s  of  his 
Country.  This  is  a  fort  of  Miracle,  but  'tis  fo 
plain  a  Cafe  that  its  Reality  cannot  be  doubted, 
the  Cr.ntons  having  maintained  their  Liberty  for  fo 
many  Ages  againlt  feveral  Princes,  that  would  fain. 
Jiave  fubdued  them.  ^Tis  to  their  Union  that 
they  owe  their  Prefervaticn,  and  the  Efteem  they 
have   acquir'd    all   over  Europe^    in   which    there 

*  Yet  the  Author  of  the  Life  of  Moliere  reprefents 
}iim  at  leaft  as  an  agreeable  Debauchee,  if  not  a  very 
Drunkard. 

are 
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are  no  Princes  but  what  are  very  gbd  to  be  tiieir 
Allies. 

The  Switzers  are  got  into  a  Method  of  bavins; 
a. great  Number  of  well-difciplinM  and  experienc'd; 
Soldiers,  that  coft  them  nothing  ;  they  fend  their 
Youth  to  ferve  in  foreign  Countries  ;  a  great  many 
fovereign  Princes  have  Swifs  Regiments  in  their 
pay,  v.'hich  are  conftantly  recruited  by  Men  that 
the  Cantons  give  leave  for  raifmg  in  their  own 
Country.  But  as  faft  as  the  young  Fellows  lift 
and  go  out  of  their  Country  for  a  certain  Time, 
they  who  preceded  them  obtain  their  Difmi/Iion, 
and  return  to  their  own  Country,  perfe^Slly  bred 
up  and  train'd  in  the  Art  of  War.  Befides  the 
Soldiers  that  arc  form'd  out  of  S%uit%erland^  they 
take  great  Care  to  make  all  the  Citizens  and 
7Vadefmen  perform  military  Exercife  on  particular 
Days  of  the  Year  ;  and  the  very  Peafants  themfelves 
are  not  exempt  from  this  Service^  who  after  hav- 
ing work'd  certain  Days  of  the  Week  for  them- 
felves, employ  the  reft  for  the  Public  Good  and 
Safety  of  tlie  Countrv. 

Tho'  thefe  Precautions  are  very  well  judged,  yet 
the  Cantons  have  little  to  fear  from  the  Invafions 
of  Foreigners  ;  the  inaccefTible  Mountains  of  tho 
JIps  ferve  them  for  Ramparts,  and  there's  not  a 
Prince  in  Eurcpe^  that,  be  it  either  from  Fear  or 
horn  Intered,  durfl  attack  them :  For  were  he 
after  an  expenfive  War  to  fubdue  them,  what  h? 
wou'd  get  bv  it  in  fifty  Years  Time,  wouM  not 
countervail  the  Sixpence  of  one  fmgle  Campaign- 
If  the  Szvitzej's  are  ever  in  danger  of  being  de- 
ftroy'd,  it  can  be  only  by  themfelves  -,  for  as  long 
as  they  continue  united,  they  will  fiibfiil  a^^  tliev 
have  done  hitherto  ;  but  if  ever  they  are  divided 
among  themfelves,  if  Hatred,.  Difcord  and  Fnvv 
iret  room  in  their  Hearts,  they  will  themfelves  do 
M  3  that; 
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that  in  a  little  Time,  which  was  out  of  the  Power 
of  all  Europe, 

Some  Years  ago  the  Popifli  and  Proteftant  Can^ 
t,ons  had  a  cruel  War  ;  the  Divifion  wasoccafionM 
by  a  Monk  calL'd  the  Abbot  of  St.   Gaily  for  in 
air  the  Dominions  of  the  Nazarene^.y  it  feems  that 
always   Difputes  and  DiiTenfion  are  owing  to  the 
turbulent  Spirit  of  the  Monks  and  Priefts.     This 
Abbot   put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  the  Popiih  Can- 
tons, and  like  another  yojhua^  he  faid  he  was  re- 
iblv'd  to  extirpate  all  the  Enemies  of  God's  People; 
-which  was  the  Name  that  he  gave  to  the  Swljs  Pro- 
teftants.     For  this  End  he  had  given   to   every  Sol- 
dier Billets,  containing  Lifts  of  the  Men  that  each, 
of  them  was  to  murder.     One  was  oblig'd  to  cut 
the  Throats  of  five,    another  of  fix^    another  of 
feven,  and  every  one  more  or  Icfs,  in  fhort,  ac- 
cording as  the  Abbot  judg'd  that  the  Soldier  whom 
i^e  commiffion'd  for  that  purpofe,  had  more,  or-lefs 
Strength  and  Courage.    He  drew  up  his  Army,  and 
before   the  Battle  began,    he  promis'd  a  Place   in 
Heaven  to  thofe  who  died  in  the  Field,  and  a  great - 
many  other   Indulgences  on  the  Part  of  the   fove- 
feign  Pontiff  to  thofe  that  ihouM  perform  the   Or-. 
ders  of  the  Ticket.     After  this  he  retir'd  prudently 
to  Deep  in  a  whole  Skin,  and  left  it  to  his  Officers- 
to  take  care  of  the  reft.     But  things  did  not  anfwer 
his  ExpecSlation  by  a  great  deal ;  for  his  Army  was. 
intirely  defeated,    the  murdering  Tickets  had  no 
EfFedis,  and   this  modern  Jojhua  was  fo  far  from 
praying  to  the  Deity  to  ft»p  the  Courfe  of  the  Sun,, 
to  give  him  time  for  the  compleat  Overthrow  of  his 
Enemies,  that  he  pray'd  to  it  earneftly  to  bring  on 
Night  and  Darkneis,  in   order  to  fave  him  and  the 
rt{\  of  his  Party  from  the  Fury  and  Revenge  of  the 
Nazarene.  Pioteftarits=, 
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After  the  Battle  the  Swifs  Papifts  were  fenfihle 
of  the  Folly  they  had  been  guilty  of ;  th'iy  were 
convinc'd  how  ruinous  it  wou'd  be  for  them  to 
carry  on  a  War  v/hich  had  prov'tl  h  fatal  to  them- 
in  the  Beginning,  and  therefore  propofed  a  Peace 
to  their  Enemies ;  who,  fond  to  ihake  Hands  again 
with  their  Brethren,  whom  Difcord  had  torn  fron% 
them,  readily  confented  to  an  Accommodation 
that  pacify'd  all  Switzerland,  and  fettled  its  Li- 
berty on  fuch  a  Bafis  that  it  cannot  be  robb'd  of 
it  while  it  continues  united.  This  is  a  Truth  of 
wliich  all  the  Cantons,  both  Popifh  and  Proteflant, 
are  fully  convinc'd,  and  confequently  they  endea- 
vour always  to  live  in  Peace  and  Unity.  Th» 
Abbot  of  St.  Gall  now  and  then  makes  frefli  At- 
tempts to  embroil  Affairs  aeain,  and  to  foment  new 
Difputes  ;  but  the  Swifs  Papifts  knew  better  things, 
having  paid  fo  dear  for  their  Experience,  and  the 
Proteftants  had  rather  fa bmit  and  bear  v^'ith  fome 
things  patiently,  than  plunge  their  Country  again. 
in  a  Civil  War. 

Some  time  after  the  Reformation  was  introduc'd^ 
tbe  Difference  of  Opinions  making  a  very  great 
Noife,  and  the  Alagiftratcs  fearing  that  fuch  jar- 
ring Sentiments  might  produce  fon>e  popular  Tu- 
mult and  Sedition,  they  refolv'd  unanimoudy  thai; 
in  thofe  Cantons  where  there  were  more  Papilfs; 
than  Proteftants,  every  one  fliouM  hereafter  adhere 
to  the  Intercft  of  the  fovereign  Pontiff,  and  that 
in  thofe  where  the  Number  of  his  Adherents  was 
lefs  than  that  of  his  Adverfaries,  they  fhou'd  in- 
flrely  break  off  Communion  with  him.  This  was 
done  witli  as  much  Eafe  as  it  was  propofed  ;  ail 
was  quiet,  and  every  one  liv'd  at  his  own  Houfe 
in  Peace.  Tiie  acling  with  fo  much  Prudence 
and  good  Senfe  does  not  denote  an  Inclination  to 
Qiiarrel  and  Contention.  The  Sn'itzers  are  the  only 
M  4  People 
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People  capable  of  entering  into  Mcafures  where 
there'ci  fuch  a  Mixture  of  Franknefs  and  Can- 
tlor  ;  nor  do  they  boaft  of  being  great  Philofo- 
phers.  I  don't  believe  that  there  were  ever  many 
Authors  in  their  Country  of  any  great  Reputation  ; 
for  with  them  a  Poet  is  as  great  a  Wonder,  as  an 
Elephant  is  at  Paris  ;  and  in  general  they  have 
more  Veflels  of  Wine  in  their  Vaults,  than  Vo- 
lumes in  their  Libraries.  It  may  be  faid  of  the 
Switzfrs,  that  they  have  a  great  Share  of  good 
•Senfe,  but  that  their  Neighbours  have  all  the  Wit  *. 

I 

*  The  Marqnis  iPJrgens  havlr.g  been  rcfrc(^cd  on, 
in  a  Paragraph  foifled  into  the  Bihiioihcque  Germanique^ 
Tom.  XL.  (urkncvv-n  to  the  learned  Author  M.  d^ 
Beaufobre)  as  if  he  had  allerted,  that  there  are  no 
truly  learned  Men  in  Sni-itzerland,  thought  it  neceffary 
in  this  Place  tQ  make  Jaron  Monacal  Apology,  as  fol- 
lows, i^iz. 

*  He  was  very  well  perfuaded  of  the  contrary  ;  but 
'  he  fpoke  of  the  Siviizers  in  the  general.     His  Exprefr 

*  fions  taken  in  their  ftrid  Senfe,  can  only  be  under- 
*■  flood  to  rrican,  that  the  Men  of  Learning  are  more 

*  fcarce  in  Snj:ii%(rla7id  tlian  in  France  and  England, 

*  Really  fuch    ns   thought  that   Aaron  Monceca  niear.t 

*  to  difparp.ge  the  Sii-it^ers  and  to  extol  the   French, 

*  have   quite    miilaken    his   Senfe;    for    he  grants    fo- 

*  lid  Treafure    to   the  former,  and  nothing  but  Tin- 

*  {e\  to  the  latter.     Are  there  any  Talents,  any  Qua- 

*  lities  which    a  true  Philofopher  viilues  like  Wifdcm 

*  and  fair  Argument  I  Can  Wit,  ever  fo  fparkling,  be 

*  put  in  ccmparifon  with  good   Senfe .?    I   have  read 

*  over  this  Letter  three  Times  fuccefllvely  with  a  f.rm 

*  Refoluticn    to    llrike   out  every   thing  that   I   cou'd 

*  think   might  give  cccafion  for  the  Muimers  of  cer- 

*  tain  People  ;  and  J  cou'd  find  nothing  in  it,  but  Vvhat 

*  I  hnve  hc^rd  declar'd  a  hundred  times  by  two  hundred 

*  Su-i-ifs  OfHcerF,  or  Merchants,  who  hrd  a  great  Shnre 

*  bct.li  cf  Wit  and  Good  Senfe,,  and  who  judging  ^ 

'   tinrgs 
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I  have  read  a  Book  which  is  reckon'd  a  Maftcr- 
piece  in  this  Country  ;  'tis  intitled,  Letters  con- 
cerning the  French  and  the  Englifh ;  hy  a  Swifs. 
This  Work  has  had  a  good  Vent  in  foreign  Parts, 
but  to  be  plain  with  thee,  'tis  not  worth  much  ^ 
for  the  Autlior  affeCls  tx>  be  witty,  and  to  fay  pretty 
tilings,  which  is  his  Foible,  while  he  embroils 
hiniTclf  with  a  Nimiber  of  Divifions  and  Subdivi- 
fions.  Le  Beau^  fays  he,  n^ejl:  pas  toujours  Bon  ; 
ma'is^  le  Ben  doit  etre  Beau.  Les  Fra-n^ois  n'o?it  qt.e 
le  Beau:  Lcur  Beau  ne  vaut  chnc  pas  le  Ben.  i.  c. 
'Yhzi  v/hich  is  fair  to  the  Eye,  is  not  always  good  , 
but  that  wliich  is  good,  muft  be  fair.  The  Frer.ch 
have  only  the  Fair,  but  their  Fair  is  not  equivalent 
to  the  Good.  Now  the  whole  Tendency  of  this 
Balderdafh,  this  ringing  of  the  Changes  upon  tl  c 
Words  Bon  and  Bcuu^  and  Beau  which  is  not  Bcn.^,. 
is  to  prove  that  Baileau^  and  fome  other  Authors  of 
the  firil  Clafs,  are  mean  Geniufles,  and  hardly 
worth  reading.  Ke  thinks  the  Englijh  Comedies 
fcarce  worthy  the  Eftcem  of  good  Judges  ;  the' 
as  to  the  Belles  Lettres.,  the  Englijh  have  fiicceedcd- 
heft,  and  have  produced  feveral  excellent  Pieces. 
In  fine,  dear  A'f;nceea^  notwirhftanding  fo  mai.v 
People  have  approved  of  this  Book,  I  think  It  a  bad 
one,  writ  in  a  bombaftic  obfcure  Stile,  convevinr?; 
no  lively  Idea  to  the  Imagination,  f;.Ife  in  its  Criti- 
cifms,  and  incorre^Sl  i:^  its  Opinions. 

*  things  without  Fiejudice,  cou'd  not  believe  :h?.t  the 

*  blaming  of  the  Faults  of  a  Nation  in  general,    waa- 

*  determining  tiie  Pvlerit  of  every  private  Man  in  par- 

*  ticLilar.     I  repeat  it  again  ,*  Let  this  Letter  be  read 
'  with  a  Philoiophical   five,  and  then   it  will  appe,:r. 

*  whether  I  intended  to  vilify  oae  of  the  moli:  cuJui*:K  ■ 

*  able  Nations  in  Europe. 
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I  wou'd  not  venture  to  fay  fo  much  In  this  Coun^ 
try  as  I  now  write  to  thee,  for  the  Swiizers  are  very 
much  prepofTefs'd  in  favour  of  this  Work,  and  al- 
moik.  as  fond  of  it  as  they  are  of  the  Liberty  of  tha 
Citizens,  which  is  their  continual  Topic.  But 
I  muft  tell  thee,  that  this  Liberty  about  which 
they  make  fo  much  Noife,  extends  only  to  People 
©f  fome  Rank,  for  the  Vulgar  are  in  more  Subje6i:i- 
©n  here  than  in  any  other  State.  Every  BailifF' 
in  this  Country  is  a  petty  Sovereign,  who,  as  long, 
as  his  Employment  holds,  thinks  of  nothing  but  how 
to  make  the  moft  of  it :  So  that  the  People  often, 
^roan  under  the  Government  of  fome  of  the  Bai- 
liffs, whom  they  love  jufl  as  much  ats  they  deferve, 
and  no  more. 

All  Countries,  dear  Monceca^  have  their  Good 
and  their  Bad  ;  and  if  we  take  a  Survey  of  the 
ieveral  Forms  of  Government^  it  will  appear,  that,, 
bating  a  few  things,  they  are  much  like  one  ano- 
ther :  I  mean  the  European  Nations  only,  out  of, 
which  I  except  thofe,  where  the  Inquifition  exer- 
cifes  its  Fury. 

Fare  thee  well^  dear  Moncecoy  and  live  conteati 
and  happy. 


I 


LETTEm 
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FrD7?i  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  /a>- 
Isaac  O^mis,  a  Caraite^  hie  a  Rahhi^ 
at  Conftantinople. 

'Tp  HEY  tell  a  piece  of  News  here,  ns  diverting  as 
^     it   is   extraordinary  ;     '  They   affirm   that    the 
new  King  of  Corfica   has  wrote  to  the  Wife  of 
the  Steward  of  the  Archduchefs  Mary  Ma^dalcn^ 
to  acquaint  her  that  he  had   been   elected  King 
of  Corfica^  and  to  dcfire  her  to  procure  the  re- 
ceflary  Paflports  for  a  Minifter  whom  he  intend- 
ed to  fend  to  the  Court  of  Vic7ina.'    VVhetlicr  this 
News  be  true,  I  know  not ;  b^t  I  don't  believe  that 
it  is  poffible  for  Impertinence  and  Stupidity  to  be 
carryM  to  a  greater   Height  than  they  are  by  thi'^: 
notable  King  Tijeodore,     Where  is  that  Mortal  who 
can  be  a  greater  P'ool   than  he  who   fancies  that  a 
Prince,  fuch  as  the  llmperor,  wou'd  vouchfafe  ti> 
receive  an  Envoy  or  an  ArnbalVi^dor  from  Rcbeln 
that  rather  defer ve  his  Indignation  than  Protection, 
becaufe  they  abus'd  his   Goodnefs ;    and  in  a  few 
Months  after  he  had  procured  their  Pardon  from  xW. 
Genoefe^  rebcll'd  agaiji  j  and  only  made  ufe  of  the 
Emperor's  Kindnefs,    to    favour   the  new  Ciimc. 
which  they  were  contriving. 

But  after  ally  admitting,  dear  Ifcac.^  'Aat  the 
Corfuans  had  juft  Reafons  for  their  Rebellion,  and- 
th;it  the  Tyranny  of  the  Gaicefe  had  forc'd  them  to 
take  up  Arms,  can  one  fo  much  as  harbour  p,- 
Thought  that  the  Court  of  Vienna  wou^  ?eceive- 
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?he  pretended  Envoys  of  a  Fortune-hunter,  and  a 
parcel  of  wretched  Mountaineers,  to  the  Prejudice 
of  a  Republic  which  it  had  always  prote6fed.  It 
would  be  a  Slur  on  the  Majefty  of  the  Imperial 
Throne,  if  it  afforded  fhelter  to  People  of  that  Rank, 
l^ebels  are  always  odious  to  Princes,  unlefs  they  get 
hy  their  Crimes  ;  and  it  may  be  well  faid,  that 
tho'they  love  the  Treafon  when  they  find  their  Ac- 
count in  ft,  yet  they  hate  the  Traitor.  They  are 
ufratd  left  fuch  Monfters  iho^ld  rife  in  their  Domi- 
nions, as  they  find  in  thofe  of  their  Enemies ;  and 
j  they  fomctimes  reward  the  Ciime  with  one  Hand,, 
ihey  feek  a  Pretence  to  punifh  the  Criminal  with 
the  other.  The  Spaniarch  had  a  vaft  Contempt 
tor  th.Q  French^  who  betraying  their  Country,  aban- 
*ion''d  their  lawful  So\'ereign-:  They  made  \{{q  of 
them  as  Tools  to  tlieir  Defigns,  but  tliey  were  cau- 
iious  of  truffing  tliem  with  Places  of  Importance  ; 
U\^y  were  more  cunning  Politicians,  than  to  be 
ignorant  that  they  who  cou'd  difobey  their  law^ 
ful  Sovereign,  might  with  much  more  Reaforr 
iyetray  tlioie  to  whom  they  are-  only  attach'd  by 
Crimes. 

\^^  dear  Ifaac^  we  obfcrvc  the  Men  who  are 
tax'd  with  juft  ReafoiT  for  the  V^iolation  of  their 
Faith  and  their  Oaths,  we  fhall  find  that  they 
never  ftopp'd  at  the  firft  Perjury,  but  went  on 
from  one  ft ep  to  another,  till  Treafon  became  their 
common  Pracfice.  They  ha^'e  adlually  reduc'd  this 
Crime  into  an  Art  and  a  Science,  and  have  cover 'd 
rheir  Knavery  with  the  Name  of  ^tate  Policy-, 
Fatal  Stupidity  !  which,  under  the  Veil  of  an  af- 
te6fed  Precaution,  conceab  Fraud,  Perjury  and 
Diffimulation  I 

Let  the  perfidious  Talent  of  craftily  abufmg 
Mens  Honeffy  be  ever  fo  noxious  to  Society,,  yet 
we  fee  that   many   People,    who  weie   weak  or 

blinded 
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blinded  by  Prejudices,  liave  beftow'd  great  Praifc- 
upon  Men  that  deferv'd  nothing  but  to  be  bore 
down  with  Contempt  for  their  Perjuiics.  They 
who  have  commended  Sylla^  Ccefar^  Alark  Antho- 
ny^ and  fevcral  other  Imitators  of  their  Rapacity,, 
approve  the  Conduct  of  great  Rogues,  and  cenfure 
that  of  little  ones^  as  if  it  was  a  greater  Crime  for 
a  Man  to  fteal  an  Ox,  or  a  Load  of  Bread- Corn, 
than  to  betray  his  Country. 

Let  People  fay  what  they  will  in  praife  of  the 
Valour,  Courage,  Pvcfolution,  Prudence,  ts'c.  of 
thofe  to  whofe  Rebellion  their  Country's  Ruin  has 
been  owing,  I  no  more  admire  thofe  Virtues  in 
them,  than  I  do  the  Refolution  of  a  High  way- Alan 
and  a  Murderer,  or  his  Porefight  in  the  Snares  which 
he  lays  for  Travellers. 

'Tis  not  in  the  Subje6ls  only  that  I  require  Honefly, 
but  I  expect  to  fee  it  likewife  in  Princes.  'Lis 
in  vain  to  objc6l  that  their  Condition  requires 
DiiTimulation:  There's  a  great  Difference  between 
Difhonelly  and  the  wife  and  prudent  Manner  of 
g;overning.  What  Monarch  did  ever  govern  his 
Dominions  better  than  Lczvh  XIl^  the  Father  of  his 
People?  Vv^here  was  there  a  Man  of  more  Candour 
and  Honefty?  The  Franknefs  and  Sincerity  of 
Henry  IV  defeated  all  the  vain  Schemes  of  the  Spa- 
iiijh  Politicians. 

They  who  fancy  that  a  Prince  is  no  farther 
great  than  he  is  crafty,  are  guilty  of  a  wretched 
Miftake.  There  is  a  great  Difference  between 
Wifdom  and  Knavery  j  and  tho'  in  this  corrupt 
Age  they  are  cali'd  by  the  fame  Name,  yet  the 
wife  Man  eafily  diftinguifiies  them.  A  Kins,  'tis 
true,  is  net  oblig'd  to  difcover  his  Defigns  to  his 
Enemies,  nay  he  ought  to  take  care  to  conceal 
them  from  them;  but  then  he  ought  not  by 
vain    Promifes,    by  the  Lure  of  a  fcign'd  R.ec©ji- 

ciliation. 
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Giliation,  and  under  the  Veil  of  a  difguis'd  Friead- 
fhip,  to  tempt  them  into  the  Snares  he  lays  %i<^ 
their  Deftru(Sl:ion.  A  great  Soul^  in  whatever  Sta- 
tion, always  takes  Virtue  for  its  Guide.  A  Crime 
is  ftill  a  Crime,  and  nothing  can  dirainifh  from  its 
Enormity:  He  who  lyes,  offends  Heaven,  and  of- 
fends himfelf.  A  Lye  has  fomething  in  it  fo  odious 
that  It  is  a  Shoek  to  the  Character  of  a  Gentleman^ 
whatfoever  can  be  faid  to  mitigate  it.  The  very 
Nations  which  the  Greeks  treated  as  Barbarians*,, 
had  neverthclefs  an  Abhorence  of  Lyes  and  Fraud. 
Herodotus  f  does  them  this  Juftice.  The  Perf.ans^ 
fays  he^  have  an  infinite  Contempt  for  thofe  who 
falfify  their  Word;  and  they  train  their  Childrerr 
from  five  to  twenty-five  Years  old  in  nothing  hut 
to  draw  the  Bow,  to  ride  on  Horfeback,  and  to 
fpeak  the  Truth. 

How  many  Misfortune?^,  dear  Ifa^c^  wou'd  ne« 
ver  have  happen'd  in  the  World,  if  Men  were  Slaves- 
to  their  Oaths,  and  kept  their  Promifes  inviolably  T 
How  wou'd  Peace  and  Tranquility  ffourifh  in  it  \' 
Kings  wou'd  always  be  fure  of  Loyal  Subjects,  and 
fuch  as  are  true  to  the  Allegiance  they  have  fworn* 
to  them.  On  the  other  hand,  thoi^  Sovereigns- 
who  are  careful  to  perform  the  Conditions  they- 
promised  to  obferveattheir  Acceffion  to  their  Thrones,, 
wou'd  become  the  Fathers  of  a  People  eafy  to  obey,, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  be  fubmifiive  only  to  Juftice- 
and  Equity. 

May  all  thofe  perifh,    dear  Ifaac^    who  are  iot: 
excufmg  Monarchs  from  that  which  is  the    fittef^- 
Qualification  to  eftablifh  them  on   their    Tlironcs. 
By  the   inculcating  of  that  pernicious   Maxim  to- 

*  The  Ferfians,   Sec. 

t  Hiftory  of  H^rodofus,  lib.  J.  pag,  69.  tranfiated  b^v 
Jk  Rj/.er, 
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them,  that  they  might  difpenfe  with  tlie  Perform- 
ance of  their  Engagements,  they  have  made  them, 
prove  dangerous  Examples  to  their  Subjed:s;  and 
'tis  this  deteftable  Principle  that  has  been  the 
Source  of  all  the  inteftine  Wars. that  have  fo  long, 
diftrailed  moft  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Europe.  For  " 
the  exorbitant  Power  with  whish  flatterers  have 
aim'd  to  compliment  Kings,  has  often  occafion'd 
the  Ruin  of  themfelves  and  their  Dominions.  Hap- 
py is  that  Prince,  dear  Ifaac.,  who  in  the  midli  of 
the  Pomp  and  Splendour  of  his  Court,  preferves  a. 
Heart  incapable  of  Fraud  and  Treachery,  and  who 
is  fo  in  love  with  Honelt>',  that  he  protects  it^ 
and  preaches  it  to  his  SubjctSts  by  his  own  Exam- 
ple. He  is  the  Darling  of  the  People  his  Cotem- 
poraries,  and  the  Admiration  of  Pofterity.  They 
who  are  trufted  with  the  Education  of  Princes,, 
cannot  fufficiently  infpire  them  with  Candour  and 
Sincerity,  fmce  from  hence  all  Virtues  are  de- 
rived. A  famous  Nazarme  Pontiff*,  who  form'd 
the  Infancy  of  a  great  Prince  f,  wrote  a  Book,  for 
tlie  Inflru6lion  of  Kings  ^^  that  was  worthy  of  be- 
ing put  into  fuch  a  Cafe  of  Gold,  as  Alexand&r 
kept  Ho?r.cr'*s  Works  in.  He  marked  out  Lefl'ons 
for  all  fovereign  Princes,  and  taught  them  the  Art 
of  reigning  over  Hearts,  and  of  being  more  abfo- 
lute  by  Virtue  and  by  Juftice,  than  by  all  the  re- 
fin'd  Policy  of  the  Italian^..  Of  this  Nation  there 
"have  been  fome  Authors  whofe  dangerous  Works 
have  been  look'd  upon  as  Mafter-pieces.  Alachla- 
vel^  among  others,  has  diftinguifh'd  himfelf  by  his 
political  Writings.  If  I  were  a  Sovereign,  I  wou'd 
order  all  thofe  Writings  of  his  to  be  burnt,    that 

*  Archbifhop  of  Camhray.  f  Duke  of  Burgundj. 

X  Adventures  of  lekmadui, 

fubje(^ 
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fubjecSI:  Virtue  to  a  Precaution,  to  which  they  teach 
that  every  thing  fhouM  be  facrific'd.  'Tis  ridiculous 
to  attempt  to  juflify  the  ufe  of  thofe  Books,  by  ailert- 
ing  that  Pohtics  ace  a  Talent  abfolutelv  neceiTary 
for  Sovereigns.  I. have  already  fhewn  that  true  Wif- 
dom  has  no  need  of  Rules  v/lierehy  to  learn  how  to 
lliakeoff  the  Yoke  of  V'irtue  and  Honour.  A  King 
may  vanquifh  his  Enemies  by  his  Wifdom,  with- 
out having  recourfe  to  Fraud  and  Perjury  j,  he  may 
keep  his  Subjects  in  tlieir  Duty,  without  reducing 
them  to  Slavery.  There's  no  Necejjity^  favs  a  fa- 
mous Nazarene  Author,  of  either  Art  or  Learni;'^ 
for  the  Exercife  of  Tyranny.  To  what  Purpofe  then 
are  all  the  Books  of  extravagant  Politics,  efpe- 
cially  as  there  are  Works  in  being  *,  which  teach 
us  to  do  by  Virtue  every  thing  that,  can  be  done  by 
Arafice. 

Thefe,  dear  Ifaac^  are  my  Sentiments  of  tint 
Policy  fo  much  boafted  of  by  the  Italians-^  and  per- 
haps if  the  Genoefe  had  conformed  to  my  Notions, 
and  inftead  of  attempting  to  reduce  the  Corfi- 
cans  to  their  lamentable  Condition,  and  thereby 
to  drive  them  to  a  Situation  in  which  they  cou'd 
not  ftir,  if  they  had  treated  them  in  a  more  gentle 
Manner,  they  wou'd  have  playM  a  much  better 
Game.  Be  it  as  it  will,  they  are  now  very  much 
embarafs'd,  and  the  Lord  Theodore  gives  them  a 
vaft  deal  of  Uneafmefs.  -  He  has  actually  blockM 
up  feme  of  the  Tov/ns  of  the  Ifland  ;  he  is  Ma- 
fter  of  the  open  Country,  and  may  perhaps  in  a 
little  time  undertake  fomething  confiderable.  V/e 
are  afTur'd  that  three  Ships  have  been  feen  on  the 
Goaft  of  Corfica  without  any  Flag,  and  that  tliey 
are  laden  v.'ith  Ammunition.  'Tis  faid  they  are 
•  Succours  Vv'hich    are    arriv'd    vtry    fortunately  for 

*  Teiemachiij. 

Lord 
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Lord  Theodore.  If  it  be  (o^  from  whence  did  thofe 
Ships  come  ?  Has  AlerVm  the  Inchantcr  fent  them 
from  the  fortunate  Ifland  ?  No  body  knows  any 
thing  of  the  Matter.  But  fome  People  pretend  that 
they  came  from  the  Road  of  Barcclcna.  If  that  be 
the  Cafe,  the  Comedy  is  hke  to  draw  <o  a  Conclu- 
fion,  and  we  fhall  foon  fee  the  Commencement  of 
the  fifth  A(Sl.  Tho'  the  unravelKng  of  this  Piece  is 
\'ery  plcafant,  I  doji't  beheve  that  the  Genoese,  half 
like  it.  Neverthelefs  we  muft  wait  a  little  while 
longer,  before  we  can  advance  any  thing  that  has 
the  Appearance  of  Truth  :  If  it  be  certain  that  feme 
V^efleis  are  arriv'd  with  Succours  to  King  Theodore^ 
trje  Phice  from  whence  they  Lil'd  will  be  a  very 
great  Guide  to  the  Conjectures  that  may  be  made* 
But  if  this  be  unknown,  People  can  only  guefs  ia 
the  Dark:  Notwithftanding  what  fome  Politicians 
hjy  who  talk  of  this  Affair  as  if  King  Theodore  had 
been  fo  complaifant  as  to  let  them  into  his  Secret  ; 
this  is  all  we  can  be  furc  of,  that  one  may  affirm 
with  good  Reafoi>,  that  what  Turn  foever  tlie  Affair 
takes,  his  Reign  will  be  of  a  fliort  Duration  ** 

YiuQ  thee  well,  dear  Ifaac^  and  live^contcnt  and 
happy. 

*  His  Reign  has  been  fnort  indeed  ;  for  upon  the  Ar- 
rival of  Troops  follicited  by  the  Genocfe  from  France, 
which  undertook  to  be  the  Mediator  betwixt  the  Re- 
public and  the  Corfuam  (but  is  now  the  Mafier  of  the 
Ifland)  Theodore  quitted  the  Ifl^'.nd,  after  having  made 
his  Party  believe  he  Ihou'd  foon  return  with  powerful  Suc- 
cours ;  but  the  only  News  we  have  had  of  him  fmce,  is, 
that  he  was  committed  Prifoner  to  the  CalHe  of  Gacta^ 
by  Order  of  the  Court  of  Naples,  but  removed  frorn 
thence  on  board  a  Ship  by  Command  of  a  fuperior  Power ; 
and  v.'hat  Merlin  has  done  with  him,  no  body  knows. 

L  £  T=. 
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From  Isaac  Oni-s,  a  Car  ait  e^  at  Ale^r- 
andria,  hut  formerly  a  Rahbi,  at  Conftan- 
tinople,  /(?  A  A  R  o  N  Mo  n  c  e  c  a ,  at  Paris* 

'T^HE  firft  Letter  which  I  wrote  to  thee  from 
Egypt ^  muft  have  given  thee  fome  general  Idea 
of  the  Ruins  o^  Alexandria  ;  but  I  am  now  preparing. 
to  entertain  thee  with  fome  Particulars,  having  made 
myfelf  fully  acquainted  with  a  great  many  things 
fmce  I  arrived  here. 

Akxandna^  as  it  now  ftands,  is  the  fecond  Town 
that  was  built  out  of  the  Ruins  of  the  antient  City 
of  that  Name.  When  the  firft  was  taken  by  the 
Arabians^  thofe  People  who  were  accuftom'd  to  live 
in  the  Fields  under  Tents,  had  no  Tafte  for  Towns, 
but  defpifed  therri.  They  look'd  upon  Palaces  as 
Prifons,  and  therefore  pull'd  down  the  fineft  and 
moft  ftately,  and  employed  the  Materials  in  build- 
ing forry  Houfes,  which  were  hardly  better  in  Ap- 
pearance than  wretched  Hovels  ;  and  they  preferv'd 
the  Columns,  and  fonie  other  Pieces  of  Architefture 
for  their  Mofques.  Antient  Alexandria  was  in  a 
manner  deftroy^d,  fo  that  this  once  great  City  was 
deferted,  and  became  a  Heap  of  Rubbifh  ;  for  with- 
in its  Walls  there  were  more  Ruins  than  inhabited 
Houfes.  The  Mahoinetan  Princes  reduc'd  its  Cir- 
cumference to  the  People  that  remain'd  in  it.  One  of 
S^^ladiris  SuccefTors  .iiadc  ufu.  of  tlie  Ruins  of  the  old 

City 
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City,  which  was  abandoa'd,  for  builJlng  the  nev/ 
one,  which  was  not  above  ten  Miles  in  Compafsj 
and  the  Walls  of  this  new  City,  with  the  hun- 
dred Towers  with  which  they  are  flank' d,  were 
partly  built  out  of  the  Ruins  of  the  Palaces.  It  has 
a  double  Circumference,  and  there  are  Roads  made 
at  the  Foot  of  the  Towers,  by  which  the  Soldiers 
that  are  in  Garrifon  may  walk  round  it,  fecured 
from  Infults  either  from  within  or  without  by  the 
double  Wall.  The  Towers  which  join  both,  are 
very  large,  and  of  a  prodigious  Height;  and  each  of 
'cm  will  eafily  contain  above  Five  hundred  Men,, 
and  has  above  a  hundred  Rooms,  all  arch-roof'd  like 
thofc  of  certain  Caferns  which  I  have  ken  in  my 
7>avels  in  Germany ;  fo  that  a  Garrifon  of  Fifty 
tlioufand  Men  might  be  put  into  the  modern  Jlex- 
andria^  without  incommoding  the  Inhabitants.  From 
hence  thou  may 'ft  judge  of  tiie  vaft  Extent  of  the: 
old  City. 

Some  People  who  know  no  better,  pretend  that 
the  Walls  which  I  have  been  defcribing  to  thee, 
were  fubfifting  in  the  Time  of  the  Romans \  but  a 
Man  v.'lio  will  venture  to  afiert  this,  muft  have;; 
00  Knowledge  of  Hiftory :  For  were  it  Coy  the- 
Extent  of  this  City  wou'd  not  have  been  the  fif- 
teenth Part  of  what  we  know  it  muft  have  been 
at  that  Time:  And  unlefs  a  Man  be  ftark  blind, 
he  will  eafily  be  convinced  by  his  own  Obfervation^ 
that  thefe  Walls  cou'd  not  have  been  built  either 
by  the  Greeks  or  the  Romans.;  for  they  confifi:  of 
a  vaft  Nunabcr  of  broken  Pieces  of  Marble  and  Pil- 
lars, with  Stones  mingled  here  and  there ;  and  the 
Walls  of  the  new  Alexandria  are  a  Mark  of  the 
Ruins  and  Spoils  of  the  old  City.  But  after  all,  dear 
Alonceca,  this  modern  Alexandria  which  I  am  de- 
fcribing to  thee,  is  not  the  true  City  of  Alexandria^. 
as  it  fublifts  at  this  Day;  and  there' are  fcarce  Two 

hundred 
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hundred  Perfons  that  inhabit  the  Ruins  which  it  con- 
tains. '']^is  fo  deferted,  in  ihort,  that  in  the  Night- 
time, and  till  it  is  quite  broad  Day,  there  is  no 
pafEng  it  without  running  a  very  great  Rifque  of 
being  robb'd ;  the  moft  folitary  Forelt  being  a  niucl* 
fafer  Place  than  within  its  Walls.  The  old  Build- 
ings which  fubfifted  there,  having  been  partly  de- 
ftroyM  by  Time,  and  partly  by  Wars,  the  People- 
weary  of  dwelling  among  Ruins  were  refolV'd  to- 
change  to  a  more  agreeable  Habitation;-  they  fettled 
themfelves  by  degrees  towards  that  Place  which  is? 
eallM  the  Port-miif^  or  New  Harbour,  exa<51:ly 
tJpon  the  Sea-fide:  llicre  they  founded  a  third  Alex^ 
andria,  and  quite  abandoned  the  fecond,  wherein.' 
there  are  only  a  fev/  Mofques  left  {landing,  which 
they  have  preferv'd  for  the  fake  of  their  Beauty*. 
This  new  City  is  as  much  inferiour  to  the  fecond 
Alexandria^  as  the  fecond  was  to  the  antient  and^ 
true  one. 

I  End,  dear  Monceca^  'tis  the  fame  v^ith  Em- 
pires as  it  is  with  Men :  They  rife  to  a  certain- 
Degree,  then  fmk  infenfibly,  and  at  laft  totally 
run  to  Ruin.  Thus  has  the  Empire  of  the  Eaft 
pafs'd  from  the  Perjtam  to  the  Greeks^  from  the 
Greeks  to  the  Romans^  and  from  the  Romans  to  the 
Turks.-  How  do  v/e  know  to  whom  it  v/ill  be- 
transferr'd  fome  Ages  hence  ?  Perhaps  the  Time 
of  fuch  Revolution  is  nat  very  diftant.  We  ob- 
ferve  the  Form-ation  of  fome  new  Empires  to  be 
almoil;  as  fudden  as  the  Rife  of  fome  Men,  and  the 
Fall  and  Extin6i:ion  of  fuch  Empires  as  quick  as 
that  of  wretched  Mortals.  A  Man  v/ho  forty  or  fifty 
Years  before  the  Reign  of  Alexander^  fhould  have 
told  the  Macedonians  that  they  wou'd  have  been 
Mailers  of  all  Afia^  and  of  a  Part  of  Europe^  wouM 
undoubtedly  have  been  reckon'd  a  Madman  :  For 
the  thing  happen'd  fo   fudJenly,     that  if  we   bad' 

not 
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not  as  much  Certainty  of  the  Fadl:  as  we  have, 
one  wou'd  imagine  the  Hiftories  of  it  that  are 
handed  dowo  to  us  to  be  only  Romances. 

U  the  late  King  of  •Sivcdtm  had  not  loft  that  fa- 
mous Battle  which  preferv'd  his  Rival  on  the  Throne, 
what  Countries  might  he  not  have  been  Maftcr  of? 
What  a  fudden  Revolution  might  not  have  happen'd 
when  the  faid  King  of  Sweden^  was  a  Fugitive  in 
Turkey^  if  a  Number  of  Peafants  pick'd  up  in  hafte, 
and  mounted  upon  Horfes,  for  moft  part  with- 
out cither  Saddle  or  Bridle,  had  not  defeated  the 
Danesy  who  ftrove  to  force  their  Way  into  Sweden^ 
which  was  then  deftitute  of  IVIoney  and  IVoops, 
without  a  King,  and  without  Hopes  of  Suc- 
cours? To  what  a  pafs  was  all  that  Glory  of  Charles 
XII.  reduc'd?  He  ran  a  rifque  of  acting  the  fame 
lew  Part  under  the  Wing  of  the  Grand  Signior,  as 
tiie  Pretender  does  under  that  of  the  foverciga 
Pontiff. 

If  Lewis  XIV  had  won  the  Battle  of  Hochjfet^ 
what  wou'd  have  become  of  the  Empire  r  I  dont 
pretend  to  (liy  what,  but  I  f^mcy  that  at  leaft  it  ra]i  as 
great  a  Hazard,  as  it  did  when  the  Turks  bcficg'd 
Fienfia.  France  was  jiot  in  the  moil  happy  wav,  if 
fome  Years  after  that,  Marfhal  Villars  had  not  beat 
the  Allies  at  De?iam.  Alinoft  all  Empires  have  had 
fome  dangerous  Shock  at  one  time  or  another,  tho' 
they  have  had  a  happy  Efcape,  but  perhaps  at  another, 
time  the  Diforder  may  prove  mortal. 

When  the  Hinis^  the  Goths,  the  Vatidals,  and 
that  Swarm  of  People  that  came  from  the  Northern 
Provmces,  ravag'd  the  Gaids  Country  and  Italy^ 
they  overturn'd  and  deftroy'd  almoft  all  the  Do- 
minions they  came  to,  and  quite  changed  the  Face 
and  Torm  of  Europe,  What  are  become  of  the  old 
Ro??iam  at  this  Day  ?   Perhaps  there  are  none  even 

at 
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at  Rome  itfelf,  but  the  Defcendants  of  the  Goths^ 
Huns^  and  Gauh^  and  not  a  Stain  remaining  of 
Roman  Blood. 

I  think,  dear  Monceca^  tliat  I  have  Reafon  to 
fay,  that  as  foon  as  an  Empire  is  arrivM  to  a  cer*- 
tain  Point  of  Elevation,  it  diminifhes  infenfiblyj 
and  thofe  which  have  acquir'd  their  Grandeur  with 
the  greateft  Rapidity,  fmk  likewife  with  the  greater 
Eafe. 

The  Switzers  have  fubfifted  for  a  good  Number  of 
Ages,  without  having  fuffer'd  any  very  material 
Chan2;es,  becaufe  as  they  are  careful  to  preferve 
their  "Liberty  and  their  Country,  they  have  not 
abandon'd  themfelves  to^'  the  blind  Ambition  of 
making  Conquefts. 

Fertice  3.nd  Genoa  by  grafping  too  much  Coun- 
try, have  reduced  themfelves  to  a  fad  Condition* 
In  the  Space  of  a  Century,  the  former  loft  tv/o 
Kingdoms  *  ;  and  not  many  Years  ago  it  was 
robb'd  of  a  flouriftiing  Province  -f  :  But  perhaps  it 
will  enjoy  more  quiet,  and  not  be  fubjedt  to  fuch 
Accidents  in  the  Mediocrity  to  which  it  is  now  re- 
duc'd.  The  latter  is  at  a  Plunge,  it  has  juft  left 
all  Corjjca,  and  will  foon  be  in  as  melancholy  a 
Situation  as  the  Republic  of  Lucca.  That  proud 
City  of  Ge77oa,  which  formerly  made  the  Emperors 
of  Conjianfinople  tremble  t,  cannot  defend  itfelf 
now  againft  a  meer  Soldier  of  Fortune  ||,  with  a 
Rabble  of  forry  Peafants  under  his  Command,  half 
naked,  and  half  ftarv'd,         ^ 

**  Cyprus  and  CaJidia.  f  Th€  Marea. 

%  The  Genoefe  were  once  Mafters  of  Pera,  one  of  tL« 
principal  Suburbs  of  Conftantinople. 
I  The  Baron  de  Newhoff. 

A  Me- 
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A  Mediocrity  is  fometimes  of  as  much  Service 
to  the  Continu;ince  and  Prefervation  of  Govern- 
ments, as  it  is  to  the  Tranquility  and  f'elicity  of 
the  People.  Tlie  Dutch  have  that  wife  Maxim, 
not  to  be  ambitious  of  making  Conquefts.  The 
Government  of  the  United  Provinces  reafons  and 
thinks  as  fenfibly  as  an  honeft  Man,  the  Father  of 
his  P^amily,  who  content  to  leave  his  Children 
a  Patrimony  well  cultivated,  does  not  defire  to 
incrcafe  it  by  incroaching  on  the  P^ields  and  Eftates 
of  his  Neighbours. 

I  fhou'd  be  glad  to  hear  any  one  good  Argu- 
ment to  juftify  the  Theft  of  great  Robbers  ;  then  I 
fliould  believe  "Julius  Cafar  and  Alexander  were  ho- 
neft Men  ;  but  till  then,  I  am  tempted  to  confider 
them  as  a  couple  of  illuftrious  Highwaymen,  who 
had  feveral  excellent  Qualities  which  were  obfcur'd 
by  an  invincible  Inclination  to  Robbery.  Why  is 
it  not  as  great  a  Crime  to  rob  a  Town,  as  to  ileal 
a  Cabbage  out  of  a  Garden  ?  Cicero  attempted  to 
prove  that  all  Sins  were  equally  criminal  ;  but  he 
never  prefum'd  to  carry  the  Paradox  fo  far  as  to 
maintain,  that  it  was  not  as  fmful  to  rob  a  great 
deal,  as  to  pilfer  a  little. 

I  return  to  Alexandria.  There  are  flill  to  be 
feen  within  the  Inclofure  of  the  Walls  that  I  have 
been  dcicribing  to  thee,  certain  Fragments  of  Ar- 
chitecture that  are  worthy  the  Admiration  of  all 
good  Judges.  Such  is  that  flately  Colonnade  in 
the  Middle  of  this  Inclofure,  which  confifts  of  a 
Row  of  Pillars  ftill  ftanding,  of  an  extraordinary 
Bulk  and  Height,  that  form'd  an  Oval,  in  the 
Middle  of  which  was  the  m.oft  fuperb  public  Square 
of  Alexandria.  1  he  immenfe  Ruins  near  this  Co- 
lonnade, fecm  to  denote  that  the  fmeft  Palaces  of 
this  antient  City  fronted  that  ftately  Piec«  of  Archi- 
tcclure  every  way,    or   thofe  Palaces  perhaps  ad- 

vanc'd 
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v-anc'd  to  thofc  Pillars  on  v/hich  the  former  Walls 
refted,  and  lb  form'd  the  Porticos  under  which  the 
People  walk'd. 

Next  to  this  famous  Monument,  the  grcatefl  Gu- 
ilofities  are  the  two  Needles,  or  Obelifks,  whkh 
are  afcrib'd  to  Cleopatra  j  one  is  ftili  {landing,  and 
the  other  thrown  down,  and  half  bury'd  in  the 
Sand.  The  four  Sid^s  of  thefe  Needles  are  full  of 
hieroglyphical  figures,  which  give  only  a  faint  Idea 
of  what  they  reprefented  to  the  View  of  the  Antients, 
to  v/hom  they  were  fpeaking  Chara6lers. 

The  famous  Column  of  Pompey  is  another  Piece 
worthy  of  Admiration.  Of  all  the  Splendid  Anti- 
quities of  Alexandria  and  its  Neighbourhood,  there 
fcarce  remain  any  Ruins  fo  entire  as  this  Column. 
It  has  very  beautiful  Proportions,  and  the  niceft 
Eye  can  find  no  T)dt€t  in  it ;  it  confifts  of  three 
Pieces,  of  which  the  Chapiter  makes  one.,  the  Shaft 
and  three  Feet  of  the  bafe  form  the  fecond,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Bafe  the  third.  'Tis  eighty  Foot  be- 
tween the  Bafe  and  the  Chapiter,  and  a  hundred 
and  ten  Foot  in  height  -,  fo  that  I  take  it  to  be  the 
higheft  and  the  biggeft  in  the  World. 

The  antient  Monuments  of  which  I  have  been 
treating,  dear  Monceca^  muft  one  Day  have  the 
fame  Fate  as  the  many  others  that  have  preceded 
them  ;  they  v/ill  be  demolifh'd  and  overthrown. 
71iey  have  already  rcceiv'd  fome  Shocks  by  Time, 
and  'tis  quite  unknown  now  by  whom  they  were 
fet  up.  The  Names  of  Pompey  and  Cleopatra^ 
Which  are  £x'd  to  thefe  Pillars,  are  not,  according 
to  all  Appearance,  the  Names  of  thofe  who  cre<Sled 
them  ;  and  why  thofe  Names  are  given  to  them, 
there's  no  Certainty.  Temples,  Palaces,  Trium- 
phal Arches,  do  not  immortalife  either  Sovereigns 
or  private  Perfons.  'Tis  great  A(Sions  or  Writ- 
ings that  are  fure  to  make  us  live  for  ever  in  the 

Memory 
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Memory  of  Man*.  How  many  Monuments  have 
there  not  been  deftroyM  fmce  Jlcihiades^  Thcniijlo- 
des^  Milliadcs^  and  thofe  other  illuftrious  Gneki 
"whom  the  Fame  of  their  A6lions  lias  tranfmitted  lo 
the  lateft  Pofterity!  How  many  Temples  an  J  Pa- 
laces have  been  overturn'd  fince  the  Death  o'i  Hofncr! 
But  that  illuftrious  Genius  ilill  Hves  amongft  us, 
and  he  is  the  Darling  of  all  Nations  now,  as  he  w.  s 
formerly  of  the  Greeks,  They  are  only  the  meaner 
Sort,  who,  for  want  of  Talents  of  their  own  lo 
pierce  thro'  the  obfcure  Night  of  Time,  endeavour  to 
outfh-etch  it  by  immenfe  Piles  of  Stones  and  Marble. 
P'are  thee  well,  dear  Monceca^  live  contented  and 
happy,  and  take  great  Care  of  thy  felf. 

*  Exegi  Monumentum  acre  perennias 
Regali  fitu  P)Tamidum  altius ; 
Quod  non  imber  edax,  non  aquilo  impoteii^, 
PolHt  diruere,  aut  inumerabiiis 
Annorum  Series,  &  fuga  temportim. 
Non  omnis  moriar;  multaque  Pars  mei 
Vitabit  Libitinam :  ufque  ego  poftera 
Crefcam  Laude  recens ;  dum  Capitolium 
Scandet  cum  tacita  virgine  Pontifcx. 

^  Ror.  Ode  XXX.  lih^  iH. 

Thus  tranjlated  by  Mr.  Creech. 

*■  'Tis  finifh'd  ;  I  have  rais'd  a  Monument 

*  More  ftrong  than  Brafs,  and  of  a  vaft  Extent; 

*  Higher  than  Egypt's  ftately  Pyramid-, 
'  That  colUy  Monument  of  Kingly  Pride, 
'  As  high  as  Heav''n  the  Top^  as  Earth  the  Bafis  wide : 

*  Which  eating  Showers,  nor  North  Wind's  feebler  Bl:iil<, 

*  Nor  whirling  7'ime,  nor  Fhght  of  Years  can  vvaile; 
■'  While  Horace  fhall  not  die,  his  Song  fhall  fave 

*  The  greateft  Portion  from  the  greedy  Grave: 

'  Still  frefh  Pll  grow.  Hill  green  in  future  Praife, 
^  1'ill 'X'ijj^g  ^3  IqI^^  j^ph^  j^yf„g  itfc'lf  decays ; 

*  Till  the  chief  Prieft  and  filent  Maid  no  more 

*  Afcend  the  Capitol,  and  7<?zr  adore.' 

Vol.  11.  N  LETT  E.  R 
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LETTER     LXXV. 

JFrom    Jacob     Brito,    ai     Lyons,      io 
Aaron   Monceca,   ^/  Paris. 

T  Am  arri\^'d  at  Lyons,  from  whence  I  propofe  to 
-^  fet  out  as  foon  as  I  can  for  Montpellier,  where  I 
(hall  make  but  a  very  fbort  Stay,  becaufe  I  am  in 
great  hafte  to  go  to  Spain.  The  Situation  I  am  in, 
•dear  Monceca,  enables  me  to  judge  for  myfelf  of  the 
Accounts  thou  haft  given  me  of  the  Manners  and 
<^uftoms  of  the  French,  I  find  thy  Reflections  juft, 
.and  the  'Hints  I  have  had  from  thy  Letters  are  of 
infinite  Service  to  me ;  I  have  fome  Foretafte  of  many 
things,  that  1  fee  and  examine  very  fedately,  which 
wou'd  furprize  and  aftonifh  me,  if  I  was  not  pre- 
poilefs'd. 

At  my  Quarters  there  are  two  Pariftan  Janfe- 
nld-Sy  banifli'd  to  this  City  by  a  Lettre  de  Cachet; 
tnere's  nothing  (o  pleafant  as  to  hear  ihem  difpute 
with  a  young  Abbe,  who  hopes  to  get  a  Benefice 
hy  the  Interells  of  the  Jefuits.  It  muft  be  owfTd 
that  he  richly  deferves  the  Prefent  they  give  him 
reafon  to  expect,  and  that  he  battles  it  for  tlie 
Party  wherever  he  comes  with  infinite  Courage. 
When  he  cannot  defend  himfelf  by  Arguments, 
he  has  recourfe  to  Invedtives-,  and  very  'often,  if 
we  did  not  check  his  Rage  and  Impetuofity,  he 
wou'd  take  one  of  thofe  Janfenijls  by  the  Collar, 
and  fo  their  Difputes  wou'd  be  decided  by  dint  of 

Fift. 

IVo  or  three  Days  ago,  a  Prieft,  who  is  a  bit- 
ter Euemy  to  the  Jefuits^    came  and  din'd  at  cur 

Quartei's: 
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Quarters :  '  I  have  an  Account,  /aid  he^  from  Dolf 

*  that  Father  Girard  has  wrought  feveral  Miracles 

*  lince  his  Death  ;  but  if  it  be  true,  there's  not  a 
'  Fellow  that's  broke  upon  the  Wheel  or  hang'J, 

*  but   may  work  Miracles  too;    the   Gibbets  and 

*  Gallows  of  Montfaucon  will  make  fpecial  Cata- 
^  combs;  and  Reliques  will  become  Dog-cheap.  You 

*  are  a    Fool,    fays  the  young  Ahhe  to    this  Janfc- 

*  nift  Prie/i^  and  to  do  you    Juftice  you  ought  to 

*  be  tuck'd  up  by  the  Neck  to  thofe  Gibbets  you 

*  talk  of,   in  Company  with  Father  Nichoia;^  la  Ca- 

*  dicre^  and  all  her  Knavifh  Family.      I'll  call  my 

*  Landlady,  and  tell  her  that  I  am  rcfolv'd  to  leave 
*■  her  Houfe,  if  (he  hereafter  entertains  Perfons  that 
'  are  excommunicated  ipfo  fa^o^  and  the  Adherents 

*  of  fuch  a  Heretic  as  the  Impoftor  Paris.  Mc- 
'  thinks,  little  Gentleman,  /aid  the  Janfenift,  yoi* 
'  give  yourfclf  mighty  Airs.  No  more  than  I  ought 
'  to  do,  reply^d  iny  little  AbbCy  and  I  fwear  to  you 
^  by  my  Band,    and  theCairoc   on  my  Back,  that  if 

*  you  ever  think  fit  to  take  up  the  Cudgels,  and  to 

*  declaim  againft  worthy  Men  wl^revcr  I  am,  I'll 

*  teach  )ou  to  hold  your   Priiting.       You!   rcplfd 

*  the    Janfenift,    fhall   fuch  a   Snotty-nofe   Prig   as 

*  yoii  make  me  hold   my  tongue,    when  the  Rc> 

*  fpeft  I  owe  to  my  Prhnce  can't  filence  me  !   B/ 

*  G — d  I  fhou'd  be  glad  to  fee  how  you  wou'd  eo 
'  about  it.     The  thing  is  very  eafy,   faid  the  Alie^ 

*  and  if  you  fay  but  a  Word  more,  PU  imme- 
'  diately  ftop  your  Mouth  by  letting  a   Plate  fly  at 

*  your  Head !    What    the  De\'il !   reply' d  the  Jan- 

*  leiiift,  a  Plate  at  my  Head  !  A  Plate  at  the  Head 
'  of  a  Batchelor  of  the  Scrhonne,  thou  little  Ex- 
'*'  crement  of  Loyola  f  Pii  m.ake  you  to  know  who 
•«  you  talk  to.  At  thefe  VVords  the  Janfmij}  was 
'  loprovok'd,  that  he  fnatchM  a  Bottle,  and  if  the 

*  r.vo  Officers,    v/ho  laughM  ready  to  buril  them- 

J^'  2  fdvcs 
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*  felves  to  fee  this  Eccleftaftical  Challenge,  had  not 
*■    been  {o  good-natur'd  as  to  check  the  Fury  of  the 

*-  two  Antagonifts,  lihou'd  havebeen  a^quiet  Spec- 
^  tator  of  a  mofl  bloody  Skirmifh.' 

After  thefe  two  Champions  were  parted,   '   Gen- 

•*  tlemen,   faid  the  Offcers^    you  -don't  obferve  the 

•■'  Rules  of  the  Military  Art  in  your  Squabbles ;  be- 

*  fore  People  proceed  to  Violence,  they  fhou'd  by 

*  a  Manifefto   juftify  their     Motives    for  declaring 

*  War.      This  is  the  Pra£lice  of  Sovereigns:   As 

*  for  you,    Sir,  you  are  an  Enemy  to  Father  GV^ 

*  yard  and  the  Jefuits',  tell  us  your  Reafons  for 
-*  it,  and  then  the  other  Gentleman  will  pleafe  to 
*•  acquaint  us  with  his.     And  what  wou'd  you  have 

*  me  fay,  reply'd  the  Janfenill,  are  you  ignorant 
■*•  of  M'hat  all  the  World  knows  ?  Who  can  help 
^  inveighing  againil:  a  Man  that  has  made  Religion 

*  a  Cloak   for  his    Debauchery,     who   has  abufed 

*  his  Character  as  Confefibr  to  debauch  his  Penitent, 
■*  and  who,  in  fliort,  by  the  Help  of  the  Devil,  got 

*  the  Afcendant  over  her  to  fuch  a  Degree,  tliat 

*  he  cou'd  obtain  her  Favours  as  often  as  he  pleas'd, 
■*  and  ftie  had  not  the  Power  to  deny  him.' 

The  Abbe  who  was  quite  a-gog  to  anfwer  his 
Antagonift,  had  not  Patience  to  let  him  empty 
liis  Qiiiver  of  Reproaches.  *  Father  Girard^  [aid 
^  he,    is    innocent  in    the  Sight  of  all  thofe  who 

*  don''t  fufPer  themfelves  to  be  influenc'd  by  Ill-will 

*  and  Prejudice.     He  was  the  innocent  Vicfliim  of 

*  a  Confpiracy  formed  between  Father  Nicholas^ 
■*   Father  Cadiere,    and   his  Sifter.      The  Janfenijis 

*  intended  to  give  a  mortal  Blow  to  an  illuftrious 

*  Society,  by  deftroying  one  of  its  principal  Mem- 

*  bers.  They  did  not  matter  how  much  they 
**  difhonour'd  Religion,  provided  they  cou'd  crulh 
^  their  Eaemiea. 

*  Thefe 
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«  Thefe  then,   Gentlemen,    faid  one  of  the  Offi- 

<  ccrs^  are  all  the  Arguments  that  bo:h  of  you  have 
«  to  produce.     Alas!  Pll  prove  to  each  of  ycu,  that 

*  you  are  both  in  the  wrong  to  uifpute  fo  eagerK^ 
'  upon  Suppofitions  that  are  equally  fiilfe.     I'll  hrit 

*  anfwer  your  Reafons,  cont'inud  the  Officer^  od- 
*•  drejftng  ^ \nmfclf  to    the    Janfcnlft,    you    fay  that. 

*  Father  G'lrard^  abufmg  his  Ch.ira'fljr,  m.i.ic  h:.s- 
'  Penitent  a  Demoniac  and  clcbauchM  her :  1  fliall 
*■  prove  one  of  thefe  Two  Things  to  you ;  eitlicr, 
«  tliat  Father  Girard  did  not  feduce  la  Cadiere ;  or 

*  that  fhe  gave  her  hearty  Confent. 

'  If  the  Advocates   who   pleaded    for  Father  Ci- 

*  yard  had  been  allow'd  to  plead   from  tlie   Boole 

*  of  Natural  Rcafon,  and  had  not  been  oblig'd  to 
'  adopt  as  an  Article  of  Faith  a  ridiculous  Notion, 

*  which  has  no  other  Foundation  and  Reality  than 
«  the  Writings  of  certain  Monks,    and  the  Preach- 

<  ments  of  fome  Country  Curates,  they  wou'd  have 

<  abfolutely  deny'd  the  Poffibility  of   the  Exigence 
'  of  Magicians,    and    that  any'  Witchcraft   couM 
'  determine  the  WilL     Suppofe  that  a  Piiilofoplicr^ 
^  accuftom'd  to  make  ufe  of  his  Reafon,  was  plead- 

*  ing  the  Caufe  of  Father  Girard  in  the  Court  of 
'  the  Parliament  of  Prcw^/cr,  Isitpojibk^  he  wounl 
*•  lav,  that  a  Man  who  has  Uv'd  fifty  Tears  in  Re- 

*  putation  for  his  Virtue^  fbould  he  accufed  of  the  7ncjf 
'  heinous  of  Crimes^  and  but  one  Proof  produced  of  it 
*•  contrary  to  all  the  Notions  of  Evidence?   Then  tJw 

*  Phihfopher  calling  found  Philofophy  to  his  Jid,  Lqi 
'■  us  fee,  fays  he.  Gentlemen  if  it  was  poflible  foi. 
'-  Father  Girard  to  direct  the  Will  of  k  Cadiere,  t(» 

*  put  her  into  Trances,  to  give  her  Marks  in  her 

*  Body,  to  make  her  fweat  Blood  thro'  her  Pores^ 
'•  and  to  caufe  Crowns  of  Thorns  to  fprout  from  her- 
'  Head,  he  abfent  all  the  while,  and  acting  only  by 

*  the  Aid  of  Philtres. 

N.  3  *  Tia 
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••   'Tis  certain  that  feveral  Liquors  are  capable  of 

*  producing  extraordinary  Effects  in  us,  and  of  quite, 

*  changing  our  Habits.  The  Remedies  that  are  in. 
'  Medicines,  the  fubtle  Polfons,  whofe  Effects  arsi 

*  as  quick  as  that  of  a  Dagger  fluck  into  the  Hearty. 

*  are  convincing  Proofs  of  the  Power  which  certaia 

*  Philtres  have  to  a6l  upon  our  Senfes.     But  is  it 

*  not  abfurd  to    maintain,    that  they  produce  Ef-. 

*  feds  contrary  to  Nature,    and  alter  the  very  Ef-. 

*  fence  of  Things?  Is  it  not  ridiculous  to  fay,  that 

*  a  Draught  has  the    Povv'er  to  make  Wood  and 

*  Thorns  grow,  and  fprout  forth  from  the  Brain  o£' 

*  a  Perfon,  and  then  to  flirink  back  into  the  fame 

*  Brain  as  a  Snail  into   its  Shell?   To  this  muft  be. 

*  referr'd  that  certain  Axiom  receiv'd  by  all  Phi- 
<  lofophers,   A  thhig  can^iot  cofmnmiicate  what  it  has~ 

*  not  it  felf.  Now  how  can  a  Liquor  produce 
t  Wood,  and  form  la  Cadiere^  Crown?  For  whea 
^  {x\Q  was  in  that  famous  Trance  wherein  that  mi- 
<^  raculous   Qrown   appcar'd,.    'tis,  agreed  that  Fa-. 

*  ther   Girard  v/as    abfent:    It    muft  be  therefore. 

*  own'd  that  Philtres  not  being  able  to  produce. 
'  thofe  Thorns,  and  Father  Girard^  when  abfent,^ 
V  not  being  able  to  give  them,    la  Cadiere  her  fel£ 

*  muft  have  plac'd  them  in  her  Head-drefs.  When. 
«  fhe  had  ftiewn  herfelf  in  hej  pretended  Trances,^ 
«  Ihe  went  at  le^ft  halves  with  Father  Girard^, 
'  in  impofing  upon  the  Public,  and  I  defy  any 
^  one  that  makes  ufe  of  his  Reafon  to  think. 
'  otherwife. 

*  'lis  extremely  ridiculous  to  prefume  to  aflert 

*  that  Father  Girard^  as  powerful  as  God  himfelFj,, 
*^  was  able  to  determine  the  Will  of  la  Cadiere  by 
"  a  fijperior  Motion,    in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  it 

*  muft  neceftarily  be  forc'd  to  yield  to  the  De(igns 
'•  o^her  Confeflor.     All  the  Love-Potions  in  the. 

^  '  W.QrK 
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*  World  cannot  reduce  and  determine  the  Will  to 
a.  fix'd  Point.      Matter  can  only  a6l  upon  Matter.- 

*  How  then  can  a  liquid  Draught  adt  diiccStly  upoji 
the  Will,   to  produce  a  certain   and   determinj-t^ 

'  Efi'e(5l  ?  Otherwife  it  only  operates  by  the  Senfa^ 
tions  and  Motions  which  it  produces  on  the  Body, 

'  Thus  by  Philtres  the  Blood  may  be  heated^  the 
Spirits  may  be  difpos'd  to  Love,  and  Motives  oi 
Concupifccnce  may  be  raifed,  Ivat  they  who  take 
them  arc  not  thereby  determin'd  to  one  particulas; 

*  Object  more  than  to  another. 

'  Tlie  Will  remains  free  ;  and  by  difpofing  tli-^ 
'  Heart  to  a  tender  Pailion,  an  unknown  Perfoa 
'  may  as  eafily  be  the  better  for  it  as  a  Lover.    The 

*  P'avours  which  the  Agitation  of  the  Spirit?,  andr 
^  the  Defires  of  Concupifccnce  have  rendered  ca(y 
'  to  obtain,  are  abfohitely  difpos'd  of  b)'  ^Vhimfy. 

*  and  the  Will.  La  Cadure  might  therefore  as. 
'  vy^ell  have  made  any  other  Pcrfon  iiappy  :  All  tha 
'  Philtres  of  Father  Girard  did  not  force  her  to  dc~ 

*  termine  herfelf  in  his  Favour,  much  Jefs  to  give. 
'  fuch  a  Grace  to  the  Frauds  and  Miracles  whicbv. 
'  I  have  prov'd,  cou'd  only  be  operated  by  the  ilu- 

*  dy'd  Craft  of  this  pretended  Saintefs. 

'  You  mufl  therefore  own,   '^iQi^icunJatiftfiiJ!^^ 

*  either  that  the  Trances,  the  Raptures,  and  Mira- 
<  clcs  oHa  Cadiere,  have  been  only  invented  for  the 
*•  Purpofc,  and  to  ruin  that  Jefuit^  or  that  la  Ca- 
'  diere  was  Partner  with  him  in  all  his  impofturcs,. 

*  1  give  you  the  Choice  of  thefe  ;  but  which  way 

*  fotver  you  decide  it,  you  mud:  own  that  the  Fe- 
'  male  Saint,  for  whom  you  are  fo  zealous,  deferves 
•^  infinite  Contempt  inftead  of  your  Eileem, 

'  Now  I  come  to  you,  Monfieur  I'Abbe,  con- 

^  tinu'd    the    Off.ccr^     and   I   will    prove    to    you,. 

'  that  fuch  a  Man  as  you,  whofe  State  demands  a 
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*  ftrid  Morality,  otight  not  to  be  an  Advocate  for 

*  Father  G'trard.     You  will  readily  grant  that  Fa- 

*  ther  Ghnrd  was  no  Fool ;  he  was  a  Jefuit^  and 
^  7i  Jefutt  for  whom  his  Order   had    an  Eftcem. 

*  After  what  has  been  faid,  no  Perfon  can  be  at  a 

*  J^ofs  to  know  his  Temper  and  Principles,     I  afk 

*  you  then.  Sir,  if  you  believe  that  a  Man  who  is 
'  not  very  glad   to  impofe  upon   the  Public,    by 

*  affe6ling  to  be  the  Dupe  hinifelf,  cou'd  give  int6 
'  all  the  Extravagances  of  la  Cadiere^  and  twenty 
*•  or  thirty  other  pious  Ladies,  mofi:  of  v/hom  were 

*  at  leaft  v/ithout  having-  taken  Love-Potions,  as 

*  much  heated  as  la  Cadlere?  The  noted  Batarel^ 
'  the  principal  and  the  moft  Illuftrious  of  this  he-. 

*  neft  Jefuifs  Female  Saints,    cool'd  her  Flames. 

*  fometimes  by  amorous  Kifles  ;    which  is  a  Fadl 

*  he  himfelf  has  own'd  *.     But  alas  \  Sir,  is  that 

*  the  Behaviour  of  a  chafte,  prudent  Prieft,  who  is.. 

*  zealous  for  the  Caufe  of  his  Religion  ?  Own 
'  therefore,    that  if  Father   Glrard  was  neither  a 

*  Magician,  nor  guilty  of  fpiritual  Inceft,  he  was 
'^  at  leaft  a  great  Knave,  and  a  confummate  Hy- 

'  pocrite.  Don't  bdieve  that  while  I  accufe  him^ 
•^  I  am  for  juftifying  his  Adverfary  Father  Nicholas  ; 

*  Being  interrogated,  if  he  did  not.klfs  Mifs  Batarel' 
at  Gadiere's  Houfe  ?  he  anfwered^  That  as  he  vvent  to 
take  his  Leave  of  Cadlere^  the  Night  before  he  departed 
for  Oulioulle^  Batarel  being  there  at  the  fame  time, 
Batarel  defirM  him  to  flep  afide  for  one  Moment  into  a 
Chamber,  on  pretence  of  fpeaking  to  him  in  private  j 
and  that  the  faid  J?*^//??-^/  {hutting  the  Chamber-Door  on 
a  fudden,  embrac'd  the  Refpondent  without  faying  a' 
Word  to  him  j  upon  which  he  flung  himfelf  immediately 
out  of  her-;  Arms.  Geseral  Colleilion  of  the  Pieces  re- 
lating  to  th  Procefs  bctuveen  Mifs  Cadiere,  ^c,  Inter= 
Toeat.  I4Q-  tom.  v,  v  xo> 
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'  for  he  was  at  leaft  as  guilty  as  the  other,  and  not 
'  near  fo  fcrupulous..    The  Jefuit  prefcrv'^d  a  cer- 
'■  tain  Decency;  as  he  was  examining  a  Wound  nn- 
'  <^itx  the  LeftBreaft,  he  had  an  Excufe  ready  if  he. 
*"  had  taken  a  Fancy  to  have  kifs'd  it,  being  politic 

*  in  all  his  Ways,  the  auftere  and  pious  Look  ne» 
'  ver  abandon '<]  him*.      But   the   Carmelite  a(5led 

*  like  2i  Carmelite  \  he  never  once  niinc'd  the  Matter 

*  and  without  {landing  upon  Trifles,    ho  ufed   the 

*  Privileges  of  his  Order  f . 

'  You  *nuft  own  therefore,  At'.  TAbbc,  that  your 
'  Zeal  for  Father  Girard  is  extravagant ;  and  to  ^eli 
*-  you  frankly  my  IMind,  a  Man  niuil  be  very  fond 
♦•  of  defending  ftrangc  Paradoxes,  who  offers  to  jufli- 
'   fy  him.     The  Public   cries  out  againft  the  Arret 

*  of  the  Parliament  of  Prcucnci^    by  which  thofe 

*  three  Perfons  were  acquitteei;  but  fincc  it  did  not 

*  punifli  them  all  three  alike,  I  think  it  cou'd  not 

*  do  better/ 

How  juft  foever  tl^.is  Officer's  Argiiments  appcarM., 
tlie  little  Abbe  and  the  Jatifcnifls  did  not  feem  very  • 
v/ell  pleas'd  ;    however,    they  each   went  his  waj  ,9 
Initting their  Brows  at  one  another  moft  terribly. 

The  Poft  is  juft  going,  off,  and  I  conclude  my 
letter. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Alonceca^  live  conteiit  and 
Iiappy. 

*  Being  interrogated,  If  he  ne^.^r  kifs'd  that  V/ound  ? 
Ke  anfwer'd.  No;  but  that.  If  he  liad  thought  it  pro- 
per to  kifs  the  Ulcer,  he  fhoud  have  only  foilow'd  tlie 
Example  of  the  Saints,  and  have  done  it  either  from  a 
Principle  of  Rehgion^  or  for  Pvlortification.  Colle.^, 
Tom.  V.  p-  34. 

•\  'Tis  proved  in  feverai  Parts  of  the  Procefi,  that  Fa- 
tlier  Nicholas  had  a  Urong  Inclination  to  debauch  la.  €a- 
:ii(-rc,  iind  that  they  went  to  Bed  in  the  Country  in  the 
ihc  fan^e  Chamber.     Colleii,  Tom.  v  p,  103, . 
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LETT  E  R    LXXVI. 

From     Aaron     M  o  n  c  e  c  a  ,     cd    Paris,. 
to  Jacob  Br  i  t  o,  ^/ Lyons. 

T  Receiv'd  thy  Letter  from  Lyons  \  the  Story  of 
*  the  Ja7ifeniji  and  the  little  Abbe  made  me  very 
merry.  The  Officer  who  endeavour'd  to  recon- 
cile therr^  fecm'd  to  me  to  be  a- Man  of  good 
Senfe^  and  I  am  inclinM  to  "believe  that  he  has  a 
jufl  Notion  of  the  Affair  of  the  Jefuit  Girard.  I 
was  always  convinc'd  in  my  own  Mind  that  thcrs 
was  ICnavery,  Cicift,  and  Impolt'-ire. on- both.  Sides* 
Cadiere's  pretending  to  be  bewitch'd,  plainly  fhev/s 
the  Ridicule  of  one  part  of  her  Depofitions;  yet 
liow  abfurd  foever  it  was  to  accufe  her  of  being 
Kewitch'd,  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary;  for  other- 
wife  Father  Girard  cou'd  not  have  been  attack'd; 
and  Cadiere  being  a  Partner  in.  his  Crimes,  wou'd 
have  been  liable  to  Punifhraent:  She  wou'd  thercr 
fore  have  k^pt  filence;  hut  as^  foon  as  a  VerdidI: 
was  given  that  fhe  was  determined  by  a  fuperiour 
Pov/er,  Ihe  wou'd  be  no  longer  guilty,  and  the 
whole  wou'd  be  chargeable  upon  the  Devil  and 
the  Conjurer. 

The  Nazarenes  have  fuch  a  flrong  Faith  in  Witch- 
craft, Sorcery,  and  -  the  like,  that  there  is  no- 
thing fo  abfurd  but  they  are  by  this  means  made 
to  believe:  linpollure  becomes  a  Miracle,  and 
38  thought  worthy  of  being  regarded  as  an  Effect 
of  the  immediate  Will  of  the  Deity,  the  Mo- 
ment that  fuch  Impoflure  is  cover'd  with -the  Veil 
©f  ObfeiTion  and  Pofleffion.  There's  nothing  fo 
.^leafunt  as  the  Dialogues  ^wliich  fome  Friars  have 

with 
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with  the  Demoniacs  whom  they  exorcifc.  Thev 
enter  into  a  thoufand  little  Familiarites  with  the. 
Devil.  They  crack  Jokes  upon  one  another  ;  and 
one  wou'd  be  apt  to  take  Bcl-zcbub  for  a  Merry- Jn- 
drezv^  and  Satan  for  an  amiable  complaifant  Petlt- 
Maitre.  The  following  are  the  originiil  Terms  of 
one  of  thofe  infernal  Converfations :  I  fancy  they 
may  be  an  Amufement  to  thee.  'Tis  a  Monk  that 
/peaks. 

'   The   Sifter    Bonavcnture   being  pofleisM   by  a 

*  Devil  caird  Arfaxa^  came  to  me  to  be  confcls'd, 

*  faying,  fhc  wou'd   go  to  no   body  ^\^^-^  and    ir. 
'  niufl    be  obferv'd,    that    tliis  Devil    was  -always 

*  fond   to  talk  to  mc  *. ' 

Thou  perceiv'fl-,  dear  Brito,  that  the  Nazarffi:? 
Monks  know  all  the  Devils  by  their  Names  and 
Surnam.es,  and  that  the  latter  have  a  Kindnefs  foi 
the  Friars,  and  are  very  eager  for  an  Opportunity 
to  converfc  with  them.  I  mutt  own  to  thee,,  that 
r  fliould  be  very  ant  to  think  that  there's  an  adlua:' 
S3>mpathy  between  the  Monks  and  tlie Devils,  tho" 
I  fancy  the  latter  are  not  near  fo  malicious  :  Atv 
thou  wilt  perceive  by  the  Trick  which  this  fame 
Friar  play 'd.  the  Devil  Arfaxa.  Hi^  own.  Word.^j' 
are  thcfc  : 

'  1  fell  down  .upon  my  Knees  before  this  Devil  v 
'  telling  him   that    my  Defign  was.  to  come    and 

*  confound  my  Pride,  by   that  of  the  Devils,  and" 

*  to  learn  Humility  of  them,  in  fpitcof  their/reeth. 

*  Triis  Devil  was  enrag'd  to  fee  me  in  this  Scate^., 

*  and  told  me,  that  he  had  received  a  Command  to 

*  prevent  me.     And  as  I  was  continuing  to  make 

*  my  Obeifancc,  he  was  refolv^d  to  take  the  Adj . 

*  The  Collection  of  Vv'hnt  pafs'd  at  the  c.xorcifmf^.cC 
certain  Nuna  of  the  Town  of  Lou-uun^  by  the  Fxvereud 
Father  Gaufre^  .Printed  at  Paris  With  Permifiian,  ,Auao  ■ 
3643.  .p.  30,   and  31. 

N-6^  *^^  v^^liilIc:^p;. 
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'  vantage  of  i^,  and  fkid  to  \T\ty  Thou  adoreji  me  \ 
^  I  reply'dj  thou  art  too  infamous^  VilLwi.     Icon- 
.*  fider  thee  as  the  Creature  of  my  God,  and  the  Ob-- 
'  jc'ftof  his  Wrath  j   therefore  I  am  for  fubmitting. 
*  to  thee,  becaufe   thou   doft  not  deferve  it;  and 
'  inftantly  !•  v;ill  come  to  kifs  thy  P'eet.     The  De^ 
*■'  'Ljiljurpri'zd  at  this  Motion^  hhider^l  me.''    What 
doft  thou  think,  dear  Brho^  of  all  thefe  Tricks  ? 
A  Monk  muft  he  very  crafty  and  very  mahgnant, . 
if  he  has  the  Secret  to  make  a  Fool  of;  the  Devil, 
iind  to  put  him  into  a  Rage.     Who  wou'd  have, 
faid  to  ArfaxQ^  that  the  Impatience  he  had  to  con- 
verfe  with  this  Friar  wou'd  fubject  him  to  be  ban- 
rer'd  and  jeer'd.     Yet  that  is  not  all  the  Scene;  the 
Conclufion  of  which  is  much  more  mortifying  to^ 
the  Devil,  find  more  for  the  Honour  of  the  Monk. 
Upon  this^  continues  he,    /  conjpyd  this  Devil  to. 
fi>eiv  me  as  far  as  was  pojjihle  the  Will  of  Gcd^  either- 
that  1  jhoiild  kifs.  his  Feet^  or  he  kifs  mine.  The  Anfwer: 
hf  rnade  me  was.,  Thou  know'ft  what  Impulfe  thoa.- 
haft  from  God  ;  follow  it. 

This  Anfwer  favours  as  much  of-  the  Norman-  as 
of.  the  Devil  i  Jrfaxa  was  not  a  Fool;  he  was 
afraid  to  be  the  Caufe  of  his  Enemy's  Humiliation,., 
-and  by  that  means  to  open  the  Gates  of  Heaven  to 
him  :  Nor  did  he  care  on  the  other  hand  to  kifs 
the  Feet  of  a  Friar,  who  made  fuch  fcurvy  Sport 
with  a  Devil  that  had  fhewn  fuch  a  Friendfhip  for: 
him.  He  therefore  left  the  Queftion  undecided, 
believing  that  the  Monk  perhaps  wou'd  not  deter- 
mine himfelf ;  but  he  had  Cunning  enough  to  out- 
wit Arfax-a.  He  fell  at  his  Feet,  and  kifs'd  them  ; 
at  which  the  Devil,  was  heartily  enrag'd  ;  After- 
wards^  fays  this  Friar,  /  commanded  him^  by  the 
Reliques  of  Father  Btrniixdiy  to  kifs  mine  j  which  hd 
did  with  great  Rcadiireji. 
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This,  dear  Brito^  is  fbeer  Malice  to  Perfedlion  ; 
and  furc  I  nm,  that  Arfaxa  Httle  thought  that  the 
Reh'ques  of  Father  Bernard  wou'd  ferve  him  fuch 
a  flippery  Trick. 

I  know  not  vvhetlier  thou   took'fl  notice  of  this 
Devil's  ready  Obedience,  as  foon  as  Mention  was 
made  to  him  of  St.  Bernard's  Skeleton  :  The  Virtue 
of  it  muft  be  very  particular,  fuice  'tis  capable  of- 
jjifluencing  the  infernal  Spirits.     This  Hidory  fecma 
to  confirm  the  Stories  that,  are  told  of  tlie  Charms. 
pcrform'd   by   the  Witches  of  old   Time;   Horace 
fpcaks  of  one  Canidia^  who   in  the  Compofition  of 
her  Philtres  made  ufe  of  Kones  which  fhe  dug  out 
of  Church-yardsi     The  Nazarc7ies  fancy  that    in- 
fome  Bones  there  is  a  great  Virtue.     The  Alahofiic 
tans,  efpecially  the  Pcrfians,  have  the  fame  Notion. 
But  in  my  Opinion,  People  muft  be  very  fond  of> 
giving  an  Air  of  Myftery  and  Religion  to  the  mclL 
common  things,  by  fuppofmg  a  Piece  of  Earth  to  . 
be  fiicred,  and,  as  one  may  fay,  a  Part  of  the  Deity. 

What  the  Nazarcnes  call  Rcliques,  is  only  a. 
fimple  Portioji  of  Matter,  of  a  Piece  with  all  the 
itf^,  and  Vy'hich  has  no  more  Virtue,  than  the  leaft 
and  moil  contemptible  Part  of  it.  For  if  the  Mat- 
ter of«  wLic:i  a  Bone  i^  form'd,  had  Qiialities  fupe- 
rior  to  the  Powers  of  common  Matter,  and  par- 
took of  the  Divine  Power,  it  cou'd  never  lofe  its 
Advantages.  Now  there  is  nothing  (o  eafy  as  to 
bring  the  Head  of  a  Saint,  to  form  in  proccfs  of 
Time  a  Part  of  the  Body  of  a  Highway-man  :  Then 
the  Matter  which  compos'd  the  Head  of.  the  Saint 
wilLhave  certainly  loft  its  divine  Virtue,  And  'tis 
as  ridiculous  to  afTert  that  a  thing  can  ufe  its  inter- 
nal Qi^ialities  and  Faculties  by  the  different  Form 
that  is  given  to  it,  as  it  is  to  fay,  that  a  Piece  of 
Marble  becomes  cold  becaufe  it  is  fquare.  But 'tis 
iliil  jaiore  dilEcult  to  comprehend,  how  thofe  Bones 
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can  lofe  their  Attributes,  becaufe,  being  In  fome  re* 
fpQ£\:  Divine,  they  muft"be  the  lefs  fubje(3:  toAlteration* 
Suppofe  that  a  Beaft  fhould  eat  the  Head  of  a  Saint^. 
and  that  this  Beaft,  kill'd  by  a  Gipfyor  a  Vagabond, 
iliou'd  ferve  him,  after  being  faked,  for  hi:.  Diet 
fix  Months,  'tis  certain  that  feveral  of  the  Parts  of  ths 
Matter  that  form'd  the  Head  of  the  Saint  will  be  dif- 
fused in  the  Members  of  the  Gipfy.  I.  demand, 
whether  they  will  then  have  the  Virtue  to  work,' 
Miracles,  and  to  fan6lify  the  offend'uig  and  unclean 
Parts  to  which  they  will  be  join'd.  If  it  fhou'd 
be  anfwer'd,  that  they  have  no  longer  any  Power, 
I  deny  with  good  Reafon  that  they  ever  cou'd  hava 
any  ;  becaufe  'tis  not  the  different  Connguiatioa 
that  gives  the  internal  Qualities  to  Matter  ;  a  Load- 
Itone  having  the  fame  Attraction  of  Iron,  be  it 
round  or  fquare.  Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  that  God 
permits  that  thofe  Bones  fhou'd  operate  while  they 
are  Bones,  but  "not  when  they  are  pulveriz'd.  If 
io^  I  challenge  the  moft  zealous  Na%arenes  to  (hew 
me  in  the  Books  of  their  chief  Dbilors  *,  where 
God  has  reveal'd  that  he  has  granted  a  Power  to 
Bcnes  to  a(Sl  as  ftrongly  as  the  Deity  ;  and  tho'  X 
am  a  'Jew^  I  am  ready  in  that.  Cafe  to  fubmit  im- 
plicitly to  their  Opinion ;  but  I  have  no  fear  that^ 
they  will  be  able  to  convmce.  me  :  For  there's  not  a 
"VVord  faid  of  Bones  in  tlie  fundamental  Books  of 
their  Religion. 

Tho'  I  make  this  public  Declaration  agalnft  the 
Superflition  of  Reliques,  I  don't  approve  of  the  ex-, 
traordinary  Contempt  which  certain  People  affc^l 
of  the  precious  Remains  of  Perfons  tlmt  have  ren- 
tier'd  themfelves  venerable  by  their  Piety  and  good 
Behaviour,  curing  the.  whole  Courfe  of  their  Lives, 
Where  is  that  Maawho  does  not  refpedl  the  Tomb 
«f..his  Ancefrors,  or  that  durft  prophane  their  Afhes? 
*  The  .Apoilles. 

VktuQus 
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Virtuous  Men  are  the  Fathers  of  their  Country, 
which  is  oblig'd    to  them   for  the  Knowledge  of 
Good,  and  for  the  Means  of  attaining  to  it.     Let 
the  Nazarenes  honour  the  Tombs  of  fome  of  their 
Anceftors  as  much  as  they  will,  I  approve  of  their 
Maxims.     But  if  they  deify  their  Aihes^  and  their 
Reliques  ;  if  they  afcribe  as  much  Power   to  them 
as  to  God   himfelf;    if  with    the    Ccnfer   in  their 
Hands,  like  to  the  Pagans,  they  cenfe  Splinters  of 
Bone  and  Shreds  of  Stuff  upon  Altars  \  I  then  con- 
demn their   extravagant  Zeal,  and   think  their  Not 
lion    altogether   ridiculous :     So    that  I  am  almoft 
byafs'd  in  Favour  of  their  Adverfaries,  who  arc  iii 
the  other  Extream  too  carclefs  and  indifferent  as  to 
the  melancholy   Remains   of  ilUiflrious   Men,  the 
Sight  of  which  may  be  a  very  great  Motive  to  Vir- 
tue.    Statues  are  eretSled  every  Day  to  great  Mo- 
narchs,    and   to    illuflrious  Generals,    in  order  to 
animate  their  Equals,  to  dcfcrve  fuch  Monuments 
by  eminent  A<ftions.    Relics  that  are  preferv'd  caro 
fully,  and  refpe£led,.  are  as  good  as  ftately  Maufo- 
leums  and  Tombs   for  exciting  People  to  Virtue. 

Therefore,  dear  Brito^  I  don't  condemn  the  A^^- 
%arcncs^  for  the  Care  they  take  in  preferving  cer- 
tain Bones  :  But  wliat  I  blame  them  for,  is  the 
Worfhip  they  pay  to  'em^  and  the  Abufe  of  'em 
by  the  Monks,  like  the  Friar  I  told  thee  of  juft 
now,  a  confident  Lyar,  who  abufmg  the  Aflres  of 
his  Father  Bernard^  commanded  the  Devils  by  the 
Power  of  a  Skeleton. 

The  thing  which  has  brought  Reliques  into  Con- 
tempt, is  their  being  bought  and  fold  like  Wares, 
for  more  or  lefs  Money,  according  to  the  Name 
of  the  Makers.  Some  of  the  fovereign  Pontiffs 
have  fold  a  great  Number  of  'ern  very  cheap,  and 
others  have  kept  them  up  at  a  very  extravagant 
Kate  3  they,  have  fearch'd  for  them  in  all  Places 

whe£€ 
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where  they  thought  they   could  find   them;    and 
when  the  true  ones  have  fail'd,  they  have  forg'd  a 
great  number  of  falfe  ones,  like,  to  certain  avari- 
cious Sovereigns,    who  after  having   drain'd    their 
Subjeds  of  all  their  Gold,  give  them  Bits  of  Pa- 
per in   Exchange  for   it   of  an   imaginary   Value, 
The  Power  which  is  afcrib'd  to  Reliques  of  work- 
ing Miracles  of  all  kinds,  proceeds  from  the  fama 
Source,  and  ^tis  Covetoufnefs  that  gives  them  thofe 
furprrzing   V^irtues..    The    fovereign    Pontiffs  have. 
*i'ifed  juft  like  the  Mountebanks,  who  for  the  bet^ 
ter  Sale  of   their  Balfam,    afcribe    all  manner  of 
Virtues    to  it.     Reliques,  Demoniacs,  and   Indul- 
gences,  are  tliree  inexhauftahle  Mines,  which  bring 
\n  more  Profit  to  the  Friars,  than  Peru  and  Bra^ 
fj   do   to   the   Spaniards  and  Fortuguefe.     All   the 
' B\i(int(s  is  to  fet  them  off  cleverly.     There  are  cer- 
tain  Nazarene   Friars  that  know  how   to    extra«5t. 
the   Quinteffence  of  thefe  Ecclefiaftic  Treafures  ;. 
ibev  cxorcife  even  the  Drute    Beafls,   tho'  there's- 
r.ot  a  Nazarene  fo  filly  as  to  believe   their  bcin^- 
pofTefsM  with  a  Devil.     Thou  muft  not  think  this . 
"extraordinary  ;  for  the  Devils  take  a  Trip  fometimes- 
into  the  Bodies  of  Animals,  when  they  can't  find 
teter  Emplay#nent.     I  have    read  in   a  Book  *,, 
«  That   a  Devil  onc€  poffefs'd  a  Cow,   and  that 

*  he  fometimes  cut  capers  in  her  Belly,  and  fome- 
«■  times  en  her  Back.  One  Martin^  fays  the  Author,, 

*  feeing  v/hat  a  fad  Plight  the  poor  Beaft  was  in^ 
<■  order'd  the  Devil  to  let  her  alone,  and  depart... 

*  The  Cow  was  fo  fenfible  of  this  Martinis  Kind- 
'  nefs  to  her,  that  (he  came  politely  to  pay  him  her 
«  Homage,    fell  on  her  Kneesj    aiid  low'd   three. 

*  times  to  (hew  her  Gratitude.' 

As  ridiculous  as   this  Tale  appears,    there   are, 
many  much  more  fo  which  the  Nazarene  People. 
*  See  tlxe  Legend  of  St.  Mariim 
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firmly  believe  to  be  true  ;  they  arc  told  very  grave- 
ly that  the  Stories  of  this  kind  are  authentic,  and 
generally  acknowledg'd   for  Fads  ;   and    they  are^ 
iifiur'd  of  this  fo  often  that  they  really  bciicve  it. 

O  Sacred  Hunger  of  pernicious  Gold ! 

What  Bands  of  Faith  can  impious  Lucre  hold  *. 

Farcv^-ell,    dear   Brltc^    and    live    content    and 
happy. 

LETTER    LXXVII. 

Frcm  IsAA-c  Onis^  a  Caraiie,  at  Cairo^ 
a'rid  formerly  a  Rahhi^  at  Conflantino- 
pic,  /a  Aaron   Monceca,  at  Paris< 

?T^  I  S  now  near  a  Month  that  I;arriv'd  at  Cairo ^ 
^  but  one  thing  or  another  has  prevented  me 
from  writing  to  thee  fooner.  This  City  owes  its 
Foi'ndation  to  one  Qiauher^  Vizier  of  the  Caliph 
Meezledin^  who.  cone[uer'd  Egypt,  This  Vizier 
caus'd  a  thick  Wgh  Wall  to  be  built  round  a  Plain 
in  which  his  whole  Army  lay  encamp' d.  His  Ma- 
iler, the  Caliph,  a  mortal  Enemy  of  Towns,  as  are 
moft  of  the  Arahs^  thinking  this  a  more  pleafant 
Refidence  than  Alexandria^  causM  his  Tents  to  be 
fct  up .  there  ;  but  by  degrees  fome  Houfcs  v.-iSre 
built  in  that  Inciofure.  In  procefs  of  I'ime  itwas 
full  of  Palaces  and  public  Stru6lures,  and  at  laft  it 


^id  non  Morialia  Teclora  cogis. 
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grew  to  be  a  magnificent  City,  which  was  infenfir 
Wy  inrich'd  with  the  Ruins  of  the  Town  of 
Mofr^  which  its  Citizens  abandon'd  in  order  to 
come  and  dwell  in  this  new  Place.  Giauhcr^  m 
Memory  of  his  Conqueft,  had  given  this  City  the 
Name  of  El  Cahera^  which,  as  thou  know'ft,  is 
the  Arabic  Word  for  ViSiorious :  And  from  heuce 
f^^me  Merchants  of  Florence  and  Venice^  who  were 
the  firft  Na%arene  Merchants-  that  were  allow'd  to 
fettle  in  this  City,  form'd  the  Name  cl  CairOy  to^ 
which  they  added  the  Epithet  Grand,  to  denote  the 
Extent  and  Beauty  of  it  *. 

That,  dear  Monceca^  was  the.  true  Origin  of 
Cairo  ;  and  all  other  Accounts  of  it  givea  by  Hl- 
ftorians,  are  contradictory  to  Truth  and  the  befF- 
Arahian  Hiflorians.  This  City  is  now  the  Metro- 
polis of  Egypt,  and  the  Seat  of  the  Bafha  who 
commands  that  Province.  The  Porte  always  trufts 
one  of  the  principal  Men  among  the  Turks  with 
this  important  Poft  -,  and  he  lives  in  a  Caftle,  or 
fort  of  Citadel  very  pooriy  fortify 'd  if  compared- to 
the  ftrong  Towns  of  the  Ncvzarenes,  This  Cita- 
del was  built  about  feven  hundred  Years  ago,  by- 
Baladin, 

In  Cairo  there  are  feveral  Pieces  of  Antiquity 
•which  were  brought  thither  in  the  Time  of  the  Ca- 
liphs, either  horn  Alexandria,  or  from  Upper  and 
Lower  Egypt.     There  are  alfo  the  Ruins  of  feveral 
old  Palaces,  built  and  inhabited  by  the  Sovereigns 
of  Egypt,  and   by  the  chief  Lords  of  their  Courts. 
The  Gildings  of   the  Cielings  which  have  efcap*d. 
the  Inclemencies  of  the  Weather,  ftill  look  as  frefh. 
as  if   the  Workman  had    but  juft  fihifli'd   them.. 
The  Mofques  of  this  Citv  are  very  beautiful,  but 
they   don't   come  near    to   thofe  of  ConJlanthjop'U\ 

^  See  Mr,.  Mallet's  Account  of  E^ft,     Part  I. 

That^ 
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That  of  Ajhur^  which  is  the  moft  magnificent,  is 
far  infcriour  to  the  feven  chief  Mofques  of  the  Im- 
perial City.  They  are  built  here  as  in  other  Places, 
coverM  with  Domes,  and  adorn'd  with  leveral  Mi- 
narets or  Steeples  *. 

There  are  about  Cairo  feveral  Tombs  of  the  AIg- 
hornet  an  Doctors  or  Santons,  which  are  very  much* 
frequented  by  a  great  Number  of  Perfons  who  pay 
extraordinary  Devotion  to  them.  One  of  the  prin- 
cipal  Tombs  is  that  of  the  famous  Dr.  Chafdi ;  *ti3 
ajmoft  as  good  an  Annuity  to  certain  Santons  and 
Dervifhes  that  take  care  to  keep  it  in  Repair,  as  the 
Chine  or  Rump- bone  of  St.  Francis  is  to  his  Difci- 
ples  the  Francifcans.  The  Tnrkijh  IVIonks  have  as 
much  Zeal  for  their  Saints  as  the  Nazarene  Monks- 
have  for  theirs.  The  boldeft  Convuificnary  Jan- 
fai'ijl  couM  not  have  fallen  upon  a  more  crafty 
Method  than  tljey  did  to  fecure  Chafa'i  to  them^ 
fclves. 

A  Sovereign  of  Egypt ^  who  was  Calipli  of  Bahy 
Im^  and  kept  his  Court  there,  was  defirous  to  have 
tlie  Body  of  this  famous  Chafdi  carry 'd  to  all  the 
Places  where  he  chofe  to  refide ;  he  wrote  to  tho 
Governour  of  Egypt  to  caufe  it  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  Ground,  and  to  fend  it  to  him  in  a  magni- 
ficent Coffin :  The  Governour  was  very  forry  for 
this  Order,  becaufc,  knowing  what  a  profound: 
Veneration  all  the  People  had  for  this  pretended 
Saint,  he  dreaded  an  Infurre(Slion ;  and  in  order  to 
avoid  the  fad  Confequences  which  commonly  at- 
tend popular  Rifmgs,  he  communicated  the  Order- 
which  he  had  received  to  the  Dervifhes,  whom 
he  exhorted  to  fubmit  to  the  Commauds  of  their 

*  They  are  Towers  that  ferve  for  Steeples.  The- 
l^urks  call  the  People,  to  Prayers  regularly  five  times 
a  Day, 

Prince^,. 
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Prince,    and  recommended    it  to  them  to  difpoie 
the  Populace    to  confent  to    the  Removal  of  the 
Saint.     I  will  go  to-morrow^  faid  he  to  them,  and 
perform  the  Caliph^ s  Command  \    do  you  therefore  he 
ready   with   all  Neceffaries.      Tiie  Turkijh  Monks 
were  not  aftonlfh'd  at  the  Summons  ;   they  rcfolv'd 
to  act  to  fome  purpofe,  and   to  oppofe  the  Orders 
of  the  Sovereign,  but   in  fuch  a  Manner  as   (hou'd 
not  make  him  their  Enemy.     To  efFec^t  this  witli 
Eafe,    they  refolv'd  to  cover  their  Fraud  with  a 
Miracle,  and  to  fecure  Heaven  on  their  Side.  That's 
the  grand  Secret  to  attain  to  the  End  of  the  mod 
difficult  Enterprizes.     They  workM  all  Night   to 
finifh  their  Projedl,    and  after  having  open'd  the 
Saint's  Temb,  they  put  combuftible  Matter  round 
the  Corpfe,  mix'd  with  fome  Phofphorufes,  which 
wou'd  take  Fire  as  foon  as  they  took  Air.     After 
they  had  prepared  every  thing,    they  very  calmJy 
waited  for  the  Governor,    who,    on  Pretence  of 
doing  the  more  Honour  to  the  Saint,  repair'd  to 
his  Tomb  with  a  Retinue  of   ten   thoufand  Men  , 
tho'  all  this  Apparatus  and  Pomp  was  only  to  keep 
the  People  from  rifmg  up  in  Arms.     As  foon  as  he 
was   arriv'd,    the  Workmen   began   to   open   the 
Ground.     When  they   came  to  the  Place  where 
the  Corpfe  lay,  and  began  to  give  Air  to  the  Phof- 
phorufes, the  com-buftible  Matters  took   Fire,  and 
fuch  a  hot  bright  Flame  burft  out  of  the  Tomb  that 
they  who  dug  there  were  deprived  for  fome  Mo- 
ments of  their  Sight  :  They  were  the  firft  that  cry'd 
out  a  Miracle  ;  the  Populace  did  the  fame  ;    and 
then  thePriefls  proclaim'd  that  it  was  not  the  Saint's- 
Will  to   quit  the  Place  of  his  Retirement.     The 
Imagination    of  the  Egyptians,    which  is    ripe    for- 
Prodigies,  greedily  catchM  at  this  ;  and  the  Tomb- 
was  inftantly  cover'd  up  again,  without  prefuming 
tp  go  any  farther  to  work.     The  Governor,    like 

a  fro.od. 
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a  good  Politician,  and  as  good  a  Courtier,  artfully 
took  the  Advantage  of  this  pretended  Miracle  to 
fatisfy  the  People,  without  flighting  the  Orders  of 
his  Maftcr,  to  whom  he  fent  an  Account  of  this 
Prodigy  which  above  Ten  thoufand  Spectators  cou'd 
certify.  The  Caliph,  when  he  heard  that  the  Saint 
was  well,  and  did  not  care  to  quit  his  Lodging, 
confented  to  let  him  lie  in  hrs  oldlY'mb,  where  he 
iViW  continues,  and  where  the  Alahomcian  Devotees 
go  in  Crouds  to  pray  *. 

Thou  muft  own,  dear  Mcnceca^  that  this  Prank 
tallies  exaftlv  with  the  Tricks  that  are  play'd  by 
the  Na%arene  Monks  :  Go  where  we  will,  we 
fhall  find  that  Superftition  feeds  the  Avarice  of  cer- 
tain Men  who  drive  a  fcandalous  Trade  with  their 
Religion,  and  difgrace  thcmfclves  in  the  Opinion 
of  Men  of  Senfe,  to  whom  their  Knavery  is  foon 
known. 

The  Egyptians  are  even  more  fupcrftitious  than 
the  Turks^  and  in  this  refpcCl  the  Spaniards  are 
fcarce  a  Match  for  them.  It  feems  as  if  in  all 
Times  this  Country  had  been  the  Centre  of  ri- 
diculous Ceremonies,  and  as  if  it  chofe  to  be  ~a 
TcfTon  to  other  Nations,  to  fliew  them  to  what 
a  Degree  of  Error  the  Human  Underftanding  is 
liable.  The  antient  Egyptians  ador'd  the  vileft  and 
moft  contemptible  of  Animals,  Crocodiles,  and 
Ichneumons  ;  nay  they  deify*d  Plants  ;  O  happy 
Nation^  faid  jfuvenal^  on  purpofc  to  banter  that 
ftupid  People,  which  Jees  their  Gods  grow  in  their 
very  Gardens  f .  I  can't  imagine,  dear  Alonccca^ 
how  'twas  polTible  for  a  polite  People,  acquainted 
as  they  were  with  the  Sciences,  and  endow'd  with 

*  Malleus  Account  of  Egypt,  Part  II. 
4"  O  Santas  Gentes,  fuibui  nafcuntur  in  Hortis 
^umlna  !  Juv,  Sat.  jcv.  v.  lo. 

a  Genius, 
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a  Genius,  to  have  fuch  blind  Ideas  as  they  had  of 
the  Deity,  That  the  barbarous  favage  Nations 
fhou'd  fall  into  certain  Errors,  does  not  near  fo 
much  furprize  me  :  A  Man  who  is  capable  of  eat- 
ing his  Fellow-Creature  v/ith  as  good  an  Appetite 
as  he  wou'd  devour  a  Chicken,  may  fall  into  the 
greateft  of  Errors  ;  and  no  Wonder :  But  that  a 
People  among  whom  the  Arts  and  Sciences  flourifh-, 
who  know  and  praclife  the  moft  excellent  Laws  of 
Morality,  fliou'd  have  fuch  extravagant  Ideas  as  to 
deify  a  Calf,  and  carefully  to  nourifh  it  in  a  Tem- 
ple, is  what  1  cannot  for  my  Life  comprehend. 
For  how  can  it  be  imagin'd  that  a  Man  who  makes 
Ufe  of  his  Reafon,  who  raifes  his  Genius  to  fuch 
a  Pitch  as  to  meafure  the  Courfe  of  the  Stars,  and 
to  forefee  and  foretel  Eclipfes  by  an  exa6t  Calcu- 
lation, can  really  think  that  a  God  has  a  Begin- 
ning and  an  End,  and  that  he  comes  in  the  Form 
of  a  Calf  to  chew  the  Cud,  and  to  browfe  for  the 
Space  of  twelve  or  fourteen  Years  ?  The  Greeks 
and  Perficns^  with  all  their  Stupidity,  were  not 
near  fo  blind  as  this  -comes  to. 

Camlyfes  being  at  -Memphis^  after  he  had  con- 
quered Egypt^  and  not  knowing  the  Caufe  of  Cer- 
tain Rejoicings  that  the  People  were  then  makings 
enquir'd  into  the  Reafon,  and  was  very  much  fur- 
prized  to  hear  that  they  were  celebrating  the  Fefti- 
val  of  the  God  Jpis^  who,  after  a  long  Space  of 
Tim«,  was  nov/  come  to  iliew  himfelf  in  public. 
Upon  this  he  fent  for  the  Priefts,  and  fald  to  them 
by  way  of  Banter,  That,  if  there  was  any  Deity 
'who  was  fo  gracious  as  to  demean  himfelf  to  the 
Egyptians^  'twas  a  Wonder  he  (hould  conceal  him- 
felf from  the  King  ;  and  therefore  he  bid  them 
J)ring  their  God  Jpis  to  him.  But  how  great  was 
the  Surprize  of  Catnbyfes^  when  the  Priefts  brought 
a^i^alf  to  him !  Being  cxafperated  to  the  laft  De- 
gree, 
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gree,  he  drew  his  Dagger,  and  run  it  into  the  Leg 
of  their  God,  who  thereupon  died  of  the  Wouiid. 
Te  Poltroons^  faid  he  to  the  Priefts,  are  the  Gods 
'then  compofed  of  Blood  and  Flcjh^  and  do  they  feel 
the  Pricks  of  a  Sword  f  Really  fuch  a  God  is  fit 
for  the  Egyptians.  Rut  I  ivill  make  you  to  knoiu 
that  you  fl)all  get  nothing  by  abufing  us^  and  putting 
a  Trick  upon  us  *. 

I  am  charm 'd,  dear  Monceca^  with  the  ncble 
Indignation  of  Camhyfcs^  and  am  pleas'd  to  find  a 
Pagan,  notwithftanding  his  Idolatry,  and  without 
any  other  Light  but  Reafon,  fenfihle  that  the  Deity 
could  not  be  compos'd  either  of  Plcfh  or  Blood, 
The  wretched  Priefts  who  fcrv'd  the  Calf  Jpis^ 
were  as  fully  convinced  as  this  Monarch,  of  the 
Vilcncfs  of  their  pretended  Deity,  wliom  they  faw 
deca)'ing  every  Day  with  their  own  Eyes  ;  but  they 
found  their  Advantage  by  impofing  on  the  Creduli- 
ty of  the  People. 

Mankind  has  been  in  all  Ages  the  fame :  Some 
have  been  glad  to  be  deceived,  and  others  to  profit 
by  the  Weaknefs  of  their  Brethren.  To  tliis  was 
owing  the  Credit  of  y^/V,  and  of  the  Egyptian 
Pi  iefls,  that  of  the  Oracles  of  Delphos^  and  of  the 
Pagan  Grcek^  and  Ro?nan  Pontiffs,  and  in  Ihort  of 
pv  multitude  of  Naxarene  Chimaeras,  and  of  the 
IVlonks  that  invented  them.  Errors,  inftead  of 
being  deftroy'd  by  Time,  only  alter  their  Shape, 
and  afiume  a  new  Form.  In  all  Ages  there  have 
arofe  Men  of  Eminence  for  their  Merit  and 
Learning,  who  were  for  oppofing  the  Torrent,  and 
combating  Superftition  :  Bu.t  they  are  commonly 
the  Victims  of  their  2^eal,  aud  are  generally  of--. 
preis'd  by  thofe  from  whom  they  endeavour  to  pall 

*  Herodotus,  Jib.  i.  p.  45.  Tranflated  by  M.  du 
i^jer, 

off 
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-oft'  the  Mafk.  In  all  Religions  the  Vulgar  favour 
thofe  moft  that  tell  them  the  moft  Chimseras  and 
the  moft  Fables.  Thou  thyfelf  knoweft  how  hard 
■it  was  for  our  Brethren  the  jfews  at  Conjiantinsple 
to  relifh  thy  Leflbns,  becaufe  thou  feemed'ft  to  dif- 
approve  of  certain  Traditions  which  thou  thought'il 
contrary  to  the  Scriptures,  and  capable  of  hurt- 
•^ing  the  Mind.  The  Mahometans  don't  much  care 
for  the  Arabian  Doctors,  becaufe  they  are  Ene- 
mies to  Miracles  and  Superftition.  The  Works  of 
Macrifi^  a  famous  Author,  are  not  fo  much 
■efteem'd  as  thofe  of  feveral  MoUas  and  Imans^  which 
are  full  of  ridiculous  Fables.  The  Turks  accufe 
~that  Author  of  want  of  Religion,  becaufe  he  has 
•  related  but  very  few  Miracles,  and  even  confuted 
feveral.  They  cannot  bear  that  he  fhou'd  charge 
it  as  a  Folly,  to  believe  that  the  Dead  return  from 
the  other  World.  Savonarola,  a  Dominican  Friar^ 
fmarted  feverely  for  having  too  publicly  con- 
demn'd  the  Frauds  of  the  Court  of  Rome,  and 
thofe  of  his  Brethren.  Alexander  VI,  fovereign 
PontifF,  found  out  the  way  to  check  his  troublefome^ 
Remonftrances,  and  Savonarola  was  hang'd  at  FiO" 
rence,  with  two  of  his  Companions.  The  Blind- 
ncis  of  fome  People  is  {^  grofs,  and  the  Malice  of 
others  fo  black,  that  'tis  almoft  impoiTible  to  open. 
tlie  Eyes  of  the  one,  and  to  mend  the  Hearts  of 
the  other. 

Farevi^ell,  dear  Moncec^,  profper  in  thy  Under-', 
takings,  and  live  content  and  happy. 


L  E  T  T  fi  R 
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LETTER     LXXVIII. 

From  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris,  tQ 
I^AAc  Onis,  a  Caraite^  at  Cairo,  for- 
merly a  Rabbi,  at  Conftancinople. 

COME  Days  agvo  I  fent  thee  an  Account,  dear 
Ifaac^  of  a  Difpute  that  happen'd  between  the 
Janfeni/ls  and  Adol'wijis^  about  the  Publication  of  a 
Book  called  the  Breviary :  This  Affair  is  now  en- 
tirely ended,  for  the  Prielb  who  wou'd  not  receive 
it,  have  fubmitted,  and  all  is  hufh'd  ;  but  it  cannot 
hold  fo  long,  and  new  Diiputes  will  foon  arife.  The 
turbulent  Temper  of  the  Nazarene  Pricfls  cannot 
permit  them  to  lie  quiet,  for  to  live  without  cabal- 
ling, is  to  the  Monks  a  terrible  Punilliment.  Bawl- 
ing and  Difputing  with  one  another  is  their  main 
Exercife,  which,  paintul  as  it  is,  they  have  Schools 
where  they  learn  it,  and  Mafters  who  teach  them 
this  kind  of  Fencing. 

A  young  Monk  is  trainM  up  at  Paris  juft  as  a 
Gladiator's  Apprentice  was  in  antient  Ro?ne.  His 
Regents  in  Pi;iilofophy  and  Theology  teacli  him  the 
Subterfuges  of  the  Difparates  neceitary  to  evade  the 
Truth ;  and  by  the  Aid  of  a  Syllogifm  he  exercifes 
himfeif  in  the  Qucft  of  Methods,  to  obfcure  things 
that  are  the  plained  in  the  World.  He  arms  him- 
feif with  a  multitude  of  Diftin£lions,  Divifions, 
and  Subdivifions,  by  the  help  of  which  ij  '}ccomcs 
invincible,  or  at  lead  fearlefs  of  being  obli2;'d  to 
fubmit  to  Reafon  and  the  Light  of  Nature.  As 
foon  as  Le  has  acquir'd  this  Talent,  he  bcguis  to  en- 
ter into  the  Circus^  where  he  exercifes  it  in  the  par- 

VoL.   II.  O  ticul.ir 
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ticular  AiTemblies  of  his  Order:  and  finally  when 
he  is  perfevft  Mafter  of  the  Art  of  attacking  Rea- 
fon,  he  rambles  like  another  Knight-Errant  in 
purfdit  of  Adventures,  and  is  a  conftant  Attendant 
at  the  feveral  'lliefes  that  are  maintain'd,  which 
is  a  Name  they  give  to  certain  public  Difputations 
that  are  held  upon  fuch  and  fuch  Days  in  the  Con- 
vents of  the  Monks.  Arlftotle^  Scotus^  and  fome 
other  School-Philofophers  have  more  Credit  in  thefe 
AfTemblics  than  Reafon  has;  and  'tis  in  vain  for  it 
to  demonflrate  the  Evidence  of  any  one  Point,  if 
it  is  not  approved  by  Artjlotle^  or  if  it  be  condemned 
bv  St.  Thojyms. 

Good  Senfe  is  a  Fool  that  muft  be  filent,  and  not 
attempt  to  combat  the  Opinion  of  thofe  Philofophers, 
to  whom  certain  Monks  are  attached. 
.  In  thefe  Affemblies,  and  at  thefe  Difputes,  he 
that  has  the  beft  Lungs  has  always  the  better  of  the 
Argument  and  Reafon  on  his  Side. 

'Fhou  would'ft  be  aftonifh'd,  dear  Tfaac^  if  thou 
waft  to  be  at  thefe  Difputations,  and  to  fee  with 
what  YxqvlK  thefe  pretended  Philofophers  deny  the 
moft  evident  Points:  Their  DiftincSi:ions  wou'd quite 
tire  out  thy  Patience.  I  am  not  at  all  furprized 
if  heretofore  Philofophy  was  generally  contemn'd 
in  France.  What  could  People  of  Senfe  think  of 
all  that  Jumble  of  imaginary  Beings^  fecond  Inten- 
tioris^  and  ma.ny  other  impertinencies,  which  were 
for  1  long  time  the  Exercife  of  all  the  Philofo- 
phers? In  order  to  deftroy  Prejudices,  there  was 
an  abfolute  NecelTuy  for  two  great  Men*  to  take 
up  the  Ferula^  to  corre<rt  all  the  pretended  Scho- 
lars of  their  Age,  and  to  force  them  to  open  their 
Eyes,  and  to  fee  the  Error  in  which  they  were 
plung'd.     But  notwithftanding  that  they  perceiv'd 

*  Des  Cartes  and  Qajindi. 
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their  Miftake,  the  Generality  of  'em  were  too  leir- 
conceited  to  follow  the  Lamp  of  Truth. 

As  for  the  Prejudices  of  certain  Monks  that 
were  ignorant  and  prepoflefs'd,  it  did  not  mucli 
furprize  me;  but  1  cou'd  not  comprehend  how  M:n 
of  Genius  and  Penetration  cou'd  be  io  far  blinded 
as  to  think  that  Arijhtle  was  given  to  Mankind  as 
a  Tcrreftial  Deity,  to  inftru6t  them  in  all  the  Se- 
crets of  the  Celcftial  one,  and  that  the  latter  had 
reveal'd  to  the  former  all  his  Operations  and  De- 
figns.  Is  it  poflible  that  fuch  a  Learned  Man  as 
Averroes  cou'd  entertain,  and  write  fucn  extrava- 
gant Notions  *  !  \S.  Arijiotle  be  the  fupremc  Truth, 
'tis  needlefs  for  Men  to  apply  hereafter  to  the  Dis- 
covery of  the  Nature  of  Things;  they  can  Icarn 
nothing  more  that  is  new;  every  thing  is  compre- 
hended in  the  Writings  of  that  Greek  Philofopher. 
He  is  the  fupre?tie  Truths  and  be  is  the  Oracle  that 
is  to  injirutl  us  in  every  thing  that  is  pojjible  to  be 
known. 

Gajfcndi  was  the  firfl  Maji,  who  in  the  lad  Cen- 
tury had  the  Courage  to  attack  the  Inuillibillity  of 
Arijlotle  f ;  but  he  met  with  almoft  as  many  Anta- 
gonifts  and  Enemies,  as  the  firft  Janfenijls  that  ap- 
peal'd  againO:  the  Bull  Unigenitus.  The  Men  of 
Honour  are  oblig'd  to  him  for  having  reviv'd  in 
the  World  the  Ufe  of  a  Rational  Philofbphy,  (o 
which  a  G^-ntleman  may  apply  himfelf.  This  g^'cat 
Genius  was  foUow'd   by  Des  Cartes^    whofe  n^w 

*  Aiijlotelis  DoSirina  ej}  fumma  Veritas,  quoniam  ejus 
intelletlus  fuitfinis  humani  intelleSus.  ^are  bene  dici- 
tur  de  ilia  quod  ipfe  fuit  creatus^  i^  datus  nobis^  Dini'* 
Ka  Pro~oidentidy  ut  non  ignoreynus  poJJibUia  fci:i.  Ave:- 
roes,  de  Gener.  Anim.  lib.  v.  cap.  i. 

f  The  firil  Work  tiiat  made  this  le.i-ned  Man 
known  in  the  World,  was  the  Tra<^t  Advi'rjus  Arijto- 
ttli^oi. 

O  2  Svlkm 
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Syftem  gave  the  final  Blow  to  the  School-Philofo- 
phy,  which  was  banifh'd  for  good  and  all  by  the 
Monks;  and  thofe  truly  learned  Men  fo  well  re- 
ftor'd  the  Sciences,  and  fo  good  an  Opinion  was 
conceiv'd  of  them,  that  fifteen  Years  after  the  Im- 
prefTion  of  Des  Cartes's  Works,  the  very  Women 
argued  much  more  fenfibly  in  Metaphyfics,  than 
three  fourths  of  the  Divines  in  that  King-dom. 
Since  that  time,  People  have  grown  more  and  more 
in  love  with  Philofophy.  All  the  better  Sort  ap- 
ply to  it;  and  even  the  Courtiers,  notwithftanding 
the  Pleafures  and  Intrigues  of  a  noify  Court,  . 
fpend  fome  part  of  the  Day  in  the  Study  of  it. 
There  are  many  of  the  Magiitrates,  who  unbend 
their  Minds  from  the  harfh  and  toil  fome  Study  of 
the  Law,  by  the  Reading  of  the  Books  of  able 
Naturalilts. 

Since  it  has  been  permitted  to  condemn  an 
Abfurdity,  tho'  advanced  by  Jriflotle  or  St.  Tho- 
masy  and  fince  the  Reputation  of  thofe  Philofo- 
phers  is  no  longer  the  Bane  of  found  Reafon,  the 
Sciences,  and  efpecially  Natural  Philofophy,  have 
been  brought  to  infinite  Perfection.  The  occult 
Qualities  are  no  longer  confider'd  in  any  other 
Light  than  as  a  Confefiion  of  the  Ignorance  of 
the  Effe6^s  of  a  Thing;  and  befides  the  Difcove- 
ries  for  which  we  are-  oblig'd  to  the  new  Philofo- 
phy, wje  are  oblig'd  to  it  alfo  for  the  Means  of 
knowing  how  to  judge  folidly  of  what  it  teaches, 
and  prevented  from  thinking  we  know  what  we  are 
ignorant  of. 

At  the  rate  that  People  ftudy  now  'tis  certain 
that  m_ore  Truths  are  to  be  difcover'd  in  thir- 
ty Years  time,  than  were  known  before  in  two 
thoufand.  As  People  argue  only  upon  evident 
Principles,  and  nothing  is  taken  for  certain  but 
what  is    mariifeft,     Reafon  which    is  no    longer 

clouded 
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clouded  by  a  Number  of  Errors  that  enflav'd  it,  a£^s 
with  greater  Efficacy,  and  more  eafily  unfolds  the  Se- 
crets it  aims  to  difcover. 

Mankind^  fays  an  eminent  Philofopher,  7ict  only  . 
run   into  very  7nany  Errors^  hecaufe  they  hufy  theni- 
f elves  In  ^uejlions  that  partake  cf  Infinity^  their  Mind 
being  at  the  fame  time  Kmite^   but  alfo  beeaufe  they 
apply  to   thofe  which   are  of  a  very  vaji  Comprehen- 
fion  while  their  Minds   are  narrovj  *.     That's   an- 
other  inexhauftible    Source    oi  the    Lrrors    of  the 
antient  Philofophy.      It  took  in  Qiieflions  the  Hu- 
man Underftanding  couM    not  rciclve,  and  \v]->ich 
are  beyond    its   Reach.      The  School- Philofophers 
apply' d  themfelves  to  few  folid  things,  but  fed  on 
Chimaeras,  and   only  ftudy'd   things  that  were  ei- 
ther incomprehenfible  or  infignificant ;  and  from  a 
fecrct  Vanity,  and  an  irregular  PafTion   for  Know- 
ledge, they  fought  to  penetrate  into  the  moft  fecrct 
and  moft  impenetrable  Truths.      They  pretended 
to   refolve  with  eafe    feveral   Qt'eftions  that  were 
unintelligible,  and  depending  on  fo  many  Circum- 
ftances   that  'twas   impofliblc    for   the   moft  pene- 
trating   Genius  to    difcover    the    Truth    of   them 
with  evident  Certainty,  after  many  Ages  profound 
Meditation,  tho'  affifted  by  an  infinite  Number  of 
Experiments. 

Another  Fault  which  confounded  the  Under- 
ftanding  of  the  School-Philofophers,  was  the  little 
Method  they  obferv'd  in  their  Studies :  Thev  ap- 
ply'd  themfelves  to  ten  different  Sciences  perhaps 
in  one  Day ;  they  did  not  refletSt  upon  the  Nature 
of  their  Underftanding,  nor  employ  it  in  tlie 
Search  of  Truth,  and  did  not  confider  that  the 
Mmd  of  Men  already  too  much  circumfcrlbed, 
ought    not    to    be    diverted   from    its    Meditations 

*  Malhh"anche\%Q2xz\\  after  Truth,  lib.  iii.  cap.  3. 
p.  107. 

O  3  by 
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by  new  ObjccSls,  which  often  erafe  the  preceding 
ones  out  of  the  Memory.  All  the  Smatterers  in 
Learning,  who  are  liable  to  this  Fault,  endeavour 
in  vain  to  penetrate  into  things  that  depend  on  a 
great  many  others,  of  which  they  have  no  Know- 
ledge nor  Perception,  becaufe  they  don't  make 
due  Reflection,  and  are  too  much  diftracSted  in 
their  Studies. 

Des  Cartes  was  only  oblig'd  for  mofl  part  of 
his  Difcoveries,  to  the  Methods  he  made  ufe  of  in  his 
Studies^  to  hinder  his  capacious  Mind  from  rambling 
to  any  other  ObjeSis  but  ihofe  cf  which  he  airn^d  to 
dif cover  the  Truth  *.  Therefore  how  clear  and  di- 
ftfnft  are  the  Ideas  upon  which  he  has  eftablifh'd 
the  Principles  of  his  Philofophy  ?  I  know  very  well 
that  this  great  Man  was  not  infallible,  and  that  his 
Writings,  tho'  they  abound  with  Truths,  which 
had  not  been  known  but  for  him,  have  a  Tin^lure 
in  fome  Parts  of  Human  Weaknefs.  But  'tis  ridi- 
culous to  think  that  a  Philofopher  muft  write  no- 
thins;  but  what  is  evident.  'Tis  enough  if  he  gives 
doubtful  Things  as  doubtful,  and  only  propofes  them 
to  his  Readers  as  meer  Conjcclurcs. 

If  the  School-Philofophers  had  been  as  honeft 
and  mod  eft  as  Des  Cartes^  a  great  many  Errors 
v^hich  have  been  warmly  maintained  for  Ages 
together,  Vvou'd  have  been  acknowledg'd  long  ago. 
Inftead  of  thofe  vain  Difputes  which  only  ferv'd 
to  perplex  Reafon,  the  Learned  wou'd  have  com- 
municated their ReflecSlions  to  one  another  fmcerely, 
;nd  perhaps  have  clear'd  up  what  they  did  not 
comprehend,  tho'  it  was  earneflly  difputed.  Huge 
iinwieldly  Volumes  were  written,  v.hich  were  only, 
full  of  Words,  and  convey 'd  nothing  at  all  to  the 
Underftanding.     One   plain    Queftion  in    Natural 

.  :|:  Mallehrancheh  Search  after  Truth,  /ih.  up.  102. 
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Philofophy  clear 'd  up  in  two  Pages  by  DtS  Cartes^ 
wou'J  have  ferv'd  for  a  Book  in  Folio.  In  juftice 
to  J'zflotle^  it  muft  be  confcfs'd  that  his  Natural 
Philofophy  is  much  more  tolerable,  when  ftripp'd 
of  the  whimfical  Notions  which  his  various  Com- 
mentators have  added  to  it.  It  may  even  be  faid 
that  this  Philofopher  Jiad  a  mofi  capacious  Genius  : 
He  fuccceded  perfectly  well  in  what  he  faid  of  the 
Paffions  in  his  Rhetoric ;  and  there  are  very  fine 
things  in  both  his  political  and  moral  Tracts :  But 
as  to  his  eight  Books  of  Natural  Piiilofophy,  they 
difcover  notl'iing  but  what  was  known  before,  and 
fcarce  any  thing  but  what  was  impofliblc  not  to  be 
known.  Wiiat  Man  is  tjicrc  that  does  not  k.'iow 
that  Pviattcr  cannot  be  faid  to  have  a  new  Form, 
if  it  had  the  fame  before  *  ?  Who  doubts  that 
every  thing  depends  upon  Form,  and  that  Matter 
alone  does  nothing  ?  furely  no  Man  is  wifer,  afiet 
having  known  thefe  things,  than  he  was  before. 
The  eight  Books  of  Arijlctlcs\  Natural  Philofophy 
appertain  rather  to  Logic,  than  to  Phyftcs  :  They 
are  only  vague  and  general  Definitions  of  Terms, 
which  convey  only  confus'd  Ideas  to  the  Under- 
flanding.  Jrijlotle^  for  Example,  fays  indeed  that 
there  are  four  Elements,  Fire,  Air,  Water  and 
Earth,  but  he  does  not  {hew  the  Nature  of  'em, 
and  from  all  his  Reafonings  no  julr  Idea  of  them 
can  be  conceiv'd.  He  wou'd  not  even  have  it  fup- 
pofed  that  thofe  Elements  are  tJye  Fire,  Air,  IVater 
and  Earth  which  we  fee,  becaufe  then  our  Senfes 
cou'd  not  help  communicating  feme  Knowledge  of 
them  at  leaft  to  us  ;  but  he  endeavours  to  explain 
them  by  the  Qualities  of  Heat,  Cold,  Moifture, 
Drought,  Weight  and~  Levity.  How  could  Men 
of  any   Underftandine   content    themfelves  with  fo 


That  is  to  fay,  unlefs  it  be  depriv'd  of  the  former. 

O  4  loofe 
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loofe  an  Explanation,  which  is  attended  with  fo 
many  ridiculous  Impertinences  ?  1  don't  wonder  at 
it,  becaufe  out  of  their  Deference  to  the  Opinions 
cf  that  Philofopher,  they  v/ere  fo  ccmplairant  as  to 
admit,  that  Nothing  was  the  fiiil  Principle  of 
Things.  For  what  does  the  Privation  of  all  Beings 
mean  but  a  Nothing,  a  meer  Nothing  ? 

Montaigne  calculated  the  Rife  and  Fall  of  the 
Principles  of  Arifiotle?,  Phllofbphy,  at  a  Time  when 
the  Nazarenes  in  general  look'd  upon  them  as  in- 
fallible Oracles.  Before^  faid  that  Author,  the 
Principles  that  zuere  Introduced  by  Ariftotle,  came  in 
Vogue ^  oiher  Principles  contented  liwnan  Reafon  as  they 
do  at  this  Ti?ne.  What  Letters  Patent^  what  fpecial 
Privilege  can  they  plead  to  Jlop  the  farther  Courfe  of 
cur  Invention^  and  to  engrofs  our  Belief  for  all  Times 
to  come  ?  They  are  no  more  exe?npt  from  being  turn' d 
out  of  Doors  than  were  thofe  of  our  Antients  f .  What 
Montaigne  faid  has  happened.  He  forefaw  that  Rea- 
fon wouM  at  length  pierce  thro'  the  Cloud ;  he 
himfelf  defpifed  the  Philofophy  of  Arijiotle^  and  he 
knew  all  the  Defedls  of  it. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Ifaac^  and  live  contented 
and  happy. 

•f  Montaigne'^  EfTays,  lih,  v.  p.  141. 
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LETTER     LXXIX. 

From    Jacob     Brito,     at    Montpellier, 
to  Aaron  Monceca,  at  Paris. 

T  N  my  Journey  from  Lyons  to  Montpellier^  vvliere 
^  1  arriv'd  two  Days  ago,  I  was  glad  to  make 
ufe  of  the  Information  which  thou  gaveft  me  of 
the  Manners  of  tiie  French  ;  for  if  I  had  not  been 
prepofiefsM  of  their  Charaaer,  I  know  not  what 
I  fliou'd  have  thought  of  moft  of  the  People  with 
whom  1  travcll'd. 

I  went  down  the  Rhone  to  Font  St.  Efprii  in  the 
Paffage-boat,  where  were  above  thirty  of  us  ia 
Company,  Men  and  Women,  Tliere  were  Priefts, 
Friars,  'Nurfes,  Soldiers,  Officers,  Merchants, 
Dogs,  Cats,  Squirrels,  and  vvhat  not ;  fo  that  our 
Boat  was  pretty  much  like  Noah's  A\k:  1  endea- 
vxDur'd  to  get  nito  a  Corner,  as  far  as  I  could  from 
the  Racket  that  two  young  Fellows  made  about  v/ho- 
fhcu'd  fet  next  to  a  very  pretty  young  Lafs,  who 
being  almuft  as  fdly  as  the  Lads,  laugh'd  with  her 
Mouth  wide  open  at  their  Qiiarrel.  A  Gaiety 
and  Sarisf.-.d'^ion  appcarM  in  her  Countenance,  and 
hy  certain  Looks  fhe  2;ave  to  the  other  Vvcmen, 
flie  did  as  good  as  teifthem  that  fhe  well  deferv'd 
fuch  Courtihip. 

During  this  Difpute,  an  elderly  OfHcer  who  flUe 
between  ^a  Friar  and  me,  began  to  light  his  Pipe  : 
The  old  Soldier  every  now  and  then  look'd  with: 
an  evil  Eye  at  his  Neighbour  the  Friar,  v/ho  was 
cf  fuch  a  bulky  Corporation  that  he  took  up  three. 
O   5  tyaaricrs 
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quarters  of  his  Room.  He  was  in  an  ill  Humour 
to  be  fo  ftraiten'd  by  this  Friar,  but  he  was  foon  de- 
livered from  him  :  He  had  hardly  began  to  fmoak, 
but  the  Reverend  Father,  not  accuftom'd  to  the 
Smell  of  Tobacco,  made  ftrange  Grimaces.  The 
Officer  perceiving  this,  affected  to  throw  the  Smoak 
in  his  Face,  which  made  the  Friar  fret  and  frown 
the  more,  fo  that  he  had  like  to  have  fallen  into  a  . 
Convulfion.  Mean  time  he  never  budg'd  from  his 
Place,  but  fate  faft,  being  loth  to  quit  a  Poft  that 
he  had  chofe  as  the  beft  in  the  Boat.  The  Officer 
perceiving  that  he  cou'd  gain  no  Ground  of  him, 
was  refolv'd  to  joke  him  as  well  as  funk  him.  Fa- 
ther^ faid  he,  I  fancy  you  have  an  Averfion  to  Tobacco* 
Jlas^  Sir  !  faid  the  Monk,  who  thought  the  Offi- 
cer was  going  to  lay  dov/n  his  Pipe,  /  have  a  mortal 
Antipathy  to  it.  If  that  be  the  Cafe^  faid  the  Mili- 
tary Blade  very  gravely,  Iwoii'd  advife  you  never  to 
fmoak.  And  at  the  fame  time  he  puff'd  out  two 
fuch  abominable  Whifts  of  Tobacco,  as  had  like  to 
have  fufFocated  the  poor  Friar,  who  fell  a  coughing 
as  if  he  wou'd  have  brought  his  Heart  up.  When 
he  was  a  little  recovered,  he  cali'd  out  to  the  Wa- 
terman, Friend^  faid  he,  the  Orders  are  that  there 
jhou^d  be  no  fmoaklng  in  your  Boat^  fee  that  they  are 
obeyed..  Tou  are  in  the  rights  Father.,  faid  the  Mafter 
of  the  Veflel,  and  the  Captain  will  be  fo  good,  if  he. 
pleafe^  to  leave  off"  fmoaklng^  Mark  ye^  Scoundrel., 
reply 'd  the  Officer,  all  that  I  will  be  jo  good  to  do  isy 
to  threjh  thee  foundly  with  a  Cudgel.^  and  then  throw 
thee  into  the  River.  By  G — d  thou  art  a  pleafant 
Rafcal  indeed.,  to  pretend  to  give  the  Word  of  Command.^ 
where  lam.  Sir,  faid  he,  turning  towards  me,  don't 
you  think  it  a  good  jeji,  that  after  having  fervid  the 
King  my  Mafter  thirty  years  together.,  I  /han't  have 
the  Pj'ivilege  of  fmoaking  before  a  Lay-Brother  f-  Tou 
might  ufe  better  Language.^  reply'd  the  Friar,  for  t 

have 
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have  been  a  Prieji  longer  than  you  have  been  in  thg 
Service.  Why  thcn^  faid  the  Officer,  Jay  ?Aafs^ 
and  fingVeJpers  If  you  will^  I  frmnt  hinder  you.  Tlis 
Kriar  was  ftill  for  preffing  the  Boat-man  to  execute 
his  Orders  ;  Faiih^  repiy'd  he  to  him,  you  who  can 
preach  fo  vjell^  reverend  Father .^  do  you  endeavour  to 
perfuade  the  Gentleman  :  Js  for  my  part,  I  Jha7it  go 
to  pick  a  parrel  with  People  that  are  above  my  ?Aatch, 
I  have  been  bapii-zd  already.,  and  don^t  care  to  be 
thrown  into  the  River.  Take  my  Advice  for  cnce^ 
Reverend  Father.,  exconimunicate  the  Gentleman  ;  then 
perhaps  he  will  obey  you.  This  rcur\'y  Drollery  of 
the  Boat-man,  who  ainvd  to  pacify  the  Wrath  of 
the  Otnccr,  made  the  Friar  quite  mad.  He  a- 
bandon'd  his  Place  at  lail,  ana  Ihifted  his  Qiiarters 
to  anotiicr  Corner  of  the  V'cfTel.  Tcu  have  no  No- 
tion., faid  the  Oliicer  tiicn  to  me,  of  this  AJcnkijh 
Race  ;  they  are  as  troublejome  t€  Travellers.,  as  Cre- 
ditors to  young  Fellows  ;  a  fid  if  one  was  to  be  ruled 
by  thefe  Sheap-ftealiTig  Friars.^  we  J}yju\l  be  olUg' d 
to  conjlrain  curfelves  in  every  thing  that  they  don't 
like. 

While  the  Officer  was  talking  to  me  in  this  way, 
we  came  to  the  Place  we  were  to  dine  at.  As  foon 
as  we  got  out  of  the  Boat,  the  Friar  faid  to  me 
very  courteously,  Pray.,  Sir.,  what  did  you  think  of 
that  Officers  Eetjoviour?  The  Men  of  that  Proffficn 
are  intolerably  rtiugh  and  haughty.,  and  fieiu  no  Regard 
to  Perfsns  that  dcferv^  the  great  eft  Refpc^.  It  looks 
as  if  they  thought  they  had  a  Right  to  treat  their  Com- 
pany.,  as  they  treat  the  King^s  Enemies.  I  had  rather 
travel  with  half  a  fore  'Prentice-Boys,  than  cr.e  of 
thefe  Kill- Devil  Captains, 

The  Monk  had  ro  fooner  left  me  to  go  into  the 

Inn,  but  one  of  thofe  young  Fellows  v/ho  had  mad<i 

liich  a  Clutter  to  fit  near  the  young  Wench,  came  . 

to  me  with  a  fmiling  infipid  Air,  /  rcalls  pity  d  -^ou, 

O  6  '  Sir, 
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Sir^  faid  he,  for  what  you  fuffer'*d  this  Morm?ig ; 
you  had  a  'very  ill  Situation  in  the  Boat ',  thofe  Friars 
know  nothing  but  hotu  to  mutter  their  Breviary  :  And 
thofe  old  Military  HeSiors  are  very  troublefome  ;  they^. 
are  eternally  roaring  and  bawling  ottt^  or  they  furfeit 
you  with  the  Accounts  of  the  Battles  they  have  been  at^ 
You  wou'd  have  been  perfectly  ?nerry  if  you  had  fate , 
where  we  did  ;  f&i'  we  laugh' d,  as  you  faw^  all  the 
Way  ;  and  I  advife  you  in  the  Afternoon  to  place  your^ 
felf  near  us. 

A  tall  thin  Man,  who  had  not  fpoke  one  Word 
all  the  Way,  fhrugg'd  up  his  Shoulders  and  lifted 
up  his  Eyes  at  what  the  young  Blockhead  faid  ;  and 
as  I  returnM  to  the  Boat  to  fetch  fomething  that  I 
had   forgot,  he  took  the  Opportunity  to  .  fpeak   to 
me  privately,  and  faid,   Suffer  Tne^  as  a  Felkw-Tra- 
veller^  to  give  you  a  piece  of  Advice ;  Take  care  hoio 
you  affociate  by  the  way  with  that  young  Fellciu^  or 
elfe  expert  to  be  teazd  with  more  ^lejlions^   hnperti- 
nencieSy  and  Nonjenfe^  in  two  Hours  Time^  than  yow 
was  ever  plagu'd  zvith  in  your  Life.     I  fpeak  this  by 
Experience^  for  in  the  Voyage  I  have  already  made  with 
hi?n,  what  with  his  talking^  whiflling.  and  fnging^ 
he  has  made  me  deaf  Sometimes  he  does  thofe  three  dif- 
ferent things  all  at  once,  and  it  often  happens  that  he 
adds  a  fourth .^  and  that  he  dances  and  capers,  talks, 
vjhiflles^  and  f.ngs  at  the  fame  time.     Injhort^  he  is 
the  moft  petulant  Mortal  under  the  Sun.  The  Tone  of 
the  Man's  Voice,  his  grave  Countenance,  and  his 
lean,  hagged  Form,  made  me  long  to  know  who, 
and  what  he  was.  After  having  thankM  him  for  his 
Advke^  I  alk'd  him  if  he  was  going  very  far  off?  / 
am  going,  faid  he,  to  Montpellier,  upon  accotmt  of  a 
troublefome  Dijie?nper  that  I  am  affJiied  with',  and 
what  is  worfe  to  me  than  all,  'tis  an  Ailment  that 
J  have  not  deferv  'd;  I  am  fuffering  Penance,  in  Jhort, 
for  the  Sim  of  my  falfe  Spoufe,     HoWy  Sir,  faid  L, 

mid 
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cou'dfo  dear  a  Creature  as  flje  pojjihly  hurt  you  P  To  be 
furcy  if  /he  has  been  the  Occafion  of  your  Misfortunes  ^ 
't  miift  he  innocently.     Til  tell  you,  reply'd  the  Man, 
a  few  Words,  the  Caufe  of  my  Misfortunes. 
«  When  I  was  very  young,  I  apply'd  myfelf  to 
the  Study  of  Philoiophy,  and  endeavour'd  to  pe- 
netrate into  the  Nature  of  Things :    At  length, 
after  a  good  deal  of  Pains  and  Patience,  I  thought 
it  high  time  to  join  the  Practice  to  the  Theory. 
I  prepared  my  Furnaces,  diredled  my  Fire,  and 
began  to  put  into  Execution  what  had  coft  me  fo 
much  Labour  to  learn.     My  Employment  necef- 
farily  took  me  up  fo  much  conftant  Attendance, 
that  I  had  not  Time  to  infpect  the  Behaviour  of 
my  Wife;    who   perceiving  me  in   fuch   a  fair 
Way  of  making  Gold,  and  of  attaining  the  Phi- 
lofopher's  Stone,  was  refolved  likewife  on  her  part 
to  take  fome  Pains  for  an  Eftate ;  but  the  btft 
Expedient  flie  cou'd  think  of  was,  to  have  a  Num- 
ber of  Lovers  ;  and  (he  playM  her  Cards  fo  well, 
that  in  a  little  Time  (lie  acquii'd  a  very  ha;id- 
fome  Fortune.     *Tis  true,   there  was  fomething 
rnixM  with  her  Riches,  which  gave  her  a  great 
deal  of  Mortification  ;    and  that  was  when  fhe 
found  the  Necelllty  fhe  was  under  of  the  AfTift- 
ance  of  the  God  Mercury,  to  repair  certain  Da- 
mage whicii  had  been  done  by  the  Goddefs  Venus. 
The  word  of  it  was,    that  tK  fe   Confequences 
quite  ruin*d  mv  Health :   My  Wife,  fearino-  that 
I  fhou'd  refent  this  Adventure,  elop'd  one  Day 
With  a  Poet  of  mv   Acquaintance,  and  1  know 
not  whither  they  arr  gone.     Yet  that's  not  what 
troubles  me,  but  the  being  forcM  to  abandon  my 
Fuinaces  for  fome  time,  to  go  in  queft:  of  feme 
Remedy  for  my  Diftcmper  :  Health  being  one  of 
the  principal  Things  tnat  a  Virtuolb  ought  to  be 

'  poflcfs'd 
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'  poflefs'd  of,  who  hopes  to  be  Mailer  of  the  Phi- 

*  lofopher's  Stone.' 
I  was  overjoy 'd,  dear  Monceca^  that  I  had  met 

with  a  Perfon  that  I  cou'd  talk  with  concerning  the 
Stories  that  are  told  about  the  pretended  Philofo- 
pher's  Stone.     '  Pray,  Sir,  fa'id  /,  is  it  really  in 

*  the  Power  of  Men  to  be  Mailer  of  it  ?    I  confefs 

*  that  hitherto  I  have  taken  what  has  been  faid  upon 

*  this  Science,  for  meer  Tales.'  '  You  were 
<  therefore  to  blame,  faid  he.     'Tis  true,  there  are 

*  very  few  People  to  whom  God  has  given  thd 

*  Power  of  attaining  to  the  perfedl  Knowledge  of 
^  fo  precious  an  Art.  But  the  Reality  of  fuch  Art 
'  is  not  a  thins:;  to  be  doubted  of.  There  is  much 
'  more  of  this  Gold  made  in  Europe  by  the  Artifts, 
'   than  what  is  brought  from  the  Indies^   Ptru^  and 

*  other  Places.  All  the  Dtre6lors  of  the  Mints  in 
'   France  own,  that  they  every  Year  receive  much- 

*  more  of  this  Gold  and  Silver,  than   is  imported 

*  from  foreign  Countries.     The  moil  (kilfiil  Gold- 

*  fmiths  don't  doubt  that  there  are  of  thefe  true 

*  Artiils.  They  kiy  too,  that  their  Gold  is  much 
'  more  perfe6l   than  that  Vv'hich  is  extra6led  ^u-)j[ri 

*  the  Mines,  and  they  pretend  'tis  an  eafy  Matter 
«  to  diilinguiOi  it. 

<  The  Opeiatijn  of  the  Philofophei's  Stone,  con" 

*  timied  the  Ohymiji^  i3  very  poflible,  and  I  hope  in 

*  time  to  make  a  huppy  Experiment  of  it.     'Tis 

*  true,  that  a  vail  deal  of  Labour  and  Pains  is  re- 
^  quiute  to  attain  to  it.     A  Man  ought,  in  the  firil 

*  place,   to  be  well  acquainted  with  Nature  :    He 

*  mufl  be  c.uiow'd  with  a  Patience,  Proof  againil 
'  ail  crofs  Accidents  :  He  fhou'd  be  a  Man  of  a 
'  llrong  and  vigorous  Couilitution  5  and  if  any  one 
'  of  thefe  Qualities  are  v»  anting  in  him  that  attempts 

*  to  nnd  this  Grand  Arcanum,  he  does  but  torment 

•   himfelf 
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himfelf  to  no  purpofc,  for  he  can  never  bring  it 
to  bear.*     '  May  I  prefume,  faid  I  to  the  Chymiji^ 
to  alk  you  if,  by  purfuing  the  Principles  which 
are  laid  down  in  the  Books  that  treat  of  this  Sci- 
ence, one  may  hope  to  be  perfect  in  it  ? '  '  There 
are  few  good  Books,  faid  /v,   in  the  great  Num- 
ber of  thofe  which  are  very  much  cry'd  up,  and 
which  are  only  written  by  Knaves  and  Impoftors, 
who  bring  this  precious  Art  into  Disgrace.     Of 
all  our  Authors,  King  Geher  is  the  moft  learned 
and  the  cleareft ;  yet  a  Man  muft  be  a  good  Phi- 
lofopher,  and  perfe6lly  acquainted  with  Nature, 
to  underftand  him.    According  to  that  great  Man, 
the  true  Way  of  attaining  to  PerfetS^ion  in  this 
grand  Secret  is,  to  incorporate  the  Mineral  Spirits^ 
when  they  are  purify'd  by  the  Art,  with  the  per- 
fect Bodies  of  the  Metals,  after  being  firft  ren- 
der'd  volatile,  and  then  fix'd,  taking  care  to  pre- 
ferve  all  the  radical  Moifture,   and   augmenting 
the  natural  Heat  by  a  reafonable  ConcotStion  of 
the  Compound,  which  is  form'd  by  this  wonder- 
ful Fermentation,    and  which   caufes  the  whole 
Mafs  to  boil  and  ferment ;  fo  that  the  Compound 
infmuates  itfelf  into  the  moft  fubtle  Parts  of  the 
melted  Metal,  purges  it  cf  all  its  Drofs,  matures 
it,  and  changes  it  into  Gold.' 
*  I  wifli,  faid  I  to  the  Chymiji,  that  your  Experi- 
ments may  fuccced  according  to  your  Heart's  De- 
fire,  and  that  you  may  have  better  Luck  in  fearch 
of  the  Philofopher's  Stone,  than  you  have  had  ia 
Matrimonv.      By  your  way  of  talking,  I  perceive 
that  you  are  thorough  Mafter  of  the  Subjedl:  of 
your   Employment;  yet  I  have  heard  feveiai  able 
Philofophers  fay,  that  the  Beginning  of  this  Art 
was  Deceitful,  the  Middle  of  it  Painful,  and  the 
End  p{  it  Beggary.' 

The 
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The  Chymift  endeavour'd  to  make  me  aker  my 
Opinion,  and  afllir'd  me,  that  fuch  as  with  Dili- 
gence and  Courage  fought  after  this  Secret,  were  at ' 
laft  amply  rewarded  for  their  Care  and  Pains.  How- 
ever he  own'd  to  me,  that  he  had  already  fpent 
three  fourths  of  his  Eftate,  but  he  hop'd  to  compafs 
the  Work  before  he  had  wafted  the  Remainder.  He 
only  wanted  the  Return  of  his  Health  to  rekindle  his 
Furnaces,  and  to  bring  his  Compofition  to  the  ut- 
moft  Degree  of  Perfediion.  I  found  him  fo  infatu-  ' 
ated  and  prepoflefs'd  in  favour  of  his  Art,  that  I  did' 
not  think  it  proper  to  attempt  to  beat  it  out  of  his 
Head.  I  had  feveral  other  Converfations  with  hira 
before  we  came  to  this  City,  in  which  he  was  con- 
tinually extolling  the  Excellence  of  tne  Philofopher's 
Stone  ;  but  fince  our  Arrival  at  Montpellier  I  have 
not  feen  him,  and  perhaps  he  is  already  in  the  Hands 
©f  the  JEfcuhfij  of  this  Country  ;  of  which  m  my 
next. 

Take  good  Care  of  thyfelf,  dear  Monceca  \  and 
live  content  and  happy. 


LETTER     LXXX. 

"Brom  Aaron   Monceca,   at  Paris,    io 
Jacob  Erito,  at  Montpellier. 

'npH  IS  City  is  as  much  the  Centre  of  Ridicule,  as 
^  it  is  of  a  good  Tafte  and  PoIitenLfs ;  and  it  may' 
be  faid,  ilQ2kTBrito^  to  contain  the  two  oppofite  Ex- 
tremes, which  have  each  a  great  Number  of  Adhe- 
rents in  it^,  for  as  the  Sciences  are  cultivated,  cbe- 
rifh'd,  and  courted  l?y  a  great  Number  of  Gentle- 
men, 


Let.  8o.     316^  Jewish  Spy.         30^ 

men,  fo  Folly  is  indulged  here  to  the  laft  Degree, 
by  the  moft  impertinent  People  in  Europe.  As  thefe 
are  very  numerous,  they  often  counterbalance  the 
Authority  and  Decifions  of  Men  of  Senfe,  and 
draw  the  filly  Vulgar  along  with  'em,  who  are  al- 
ways Dupes  to  fuch  as  are  inclin'd  to  cheat  them. 
Thefe  form  the  Retinue  of  that  Power  which  is  in 
weak  and  prejudic'd  Fanatics,  who  make  good  Scnfe 
groan  under  Oppreffion,  and  determine  Men  of 
the  greateft  Abilities  to  let  Error  take  its  U-Qt  Courfe. 
I  am  fenfible  that  'tis  very  mortifying  for  Men  of 
true  Learning  to  be  perpetually  oblig'd  to  give  Rules 
to  a  Rabble  of  conceited  Fools,  who  are  often  fo 
very  impertinent  as  to  defpifc  the  moft  ufeful  Dif- 
coverles,  and  the  moft  perfect  Works.  The  moft 
furprizing  thing  of  all  is,  that  among  thofc  who 
cabal  againft  the  truly  learned  ones,  we  find  Pcrfons 
fometimes  that  have  a  Genius,  Penetration,  and  a 
good  Share  of  Learning  too.  What  I  fay,  dear 
BriiOy  may  at  firft  View  appear  to  thee  to  be  a 
ftrange  Paradox ;  but  when  thou  reflc(fleft  on  the 
fantaftical  Humour  of  Men,  and  how  ambitious  the 
greateft  part  of  Mankind  are  to  render  themfelves 
lingular,  and  to  give  themfelves  a  Luftre  by  main- 
taining the  moft  extraordinary  Opinions,  thou  wilt 
no  longer  wonder  to  fee  Men  of  Learning^  give  a 
Sandlion  fometimes  to  the  Fooleries  of  the  common 
People,  and  even  invent  new  ones. 

A  Nazarene  Fryar  *  maintain 'd  the  moft  extra- 
vagant Syftem  that  cou'd  be  concciv'd  by  the  moft 
diftemper'd  Brain,  yet  he  was  a  Monk  of  Wit, 
and  wrote  very  well  ;  but  his  Ambition  was  to  be 
the  Head  of  the  moft  impertinent  Se6t  that  ever 
rofe  againft  the  Antients.  He  did  not  give  hixOifelf 
the  Trouble  to  difculs  what  Faults  might  be  found 

•  Father  Hardouin  the  Jefuit. 
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in  their  Works  ;  for  he  cut  the  Matter  fhort,  and 
maintain'd  that  the  Books  of  the  Aiitients,  both 
Greek  and  Latin^  were  after  all  but  the  Manufcripts 
of  certain  Monks  fince  their  Time,  who  had  bor- 
rowed the  Names  of  the  antient  Authors.  For  Ex- 
ample ;  he  deny'd  that  the  Mneid  which  we  have, 
was  written  by  an  Author  that  liv'd  in  the  Time 
of  Augnjlus.  Neverthelefs,  among  the  "Writers 
whom  he  pronounc'd  to  be  apocryphal,  he  fpar'd 
the  JForks  cf  Pliny  the  Naturaliji^  and  quoted  them 
fometimes  to  give  Credit  to  his  v/retched  Argu- 
ments ;  but  fell  unmercifully  upon  all  the  Nazarene 
J9o£tors,  fo  that  not  one  of  'em  found  quarter  at 
his  Hand. 

So  foolifh  a  Suppofition,  for  wiiich  this  Monk 
was  by  way  of  Banter  call'd,  Pere  kernel  des  Petite s 
Maifons  j  i.  e.  The  Eternal  Father  of  the  Mad- 
houfes,  was  fmartly  taken  to  pieces,  and  confuted 
by  feveral  learned  Men,  who  reduced  it  to  nothing  *  ; 
yet  it  had  its  Adherents,  fo  ridiculous  as  it  was,  and 
fo  contrary  to  good  Senfe  and  the  Light  of  Nature. 
The  Love  of  Singularity  and  Novelty,  brought  it 
into  fuch  Vogue  with  the  French^  and  with  Foreign- 
ers too,  as  lafted  till  the  Delufion  was  diiTipated, 
and  Reafon  regained  its  Afcendant. 

A  Man  muft  be  quite  ftupid  to  imagine  that  the 
Works  of  the  Greek  and  Lathi  Authors,  which  are 
come  down  to  us,  were  compos'd  at  St.  De?ii5  in  a 

*  See  particularly  the  Vindicia  <veterum  Script  ovum 
contra  J.  Harduinuni,  by  the  celebrated  M.  la  Croze, 
See  alfo  the  Miles  MacedorAcus  of  the  learned  Norris. 
The  Reafons  which  put  Father  Hardouin  upon  the  In- 
vention of  this  celebrated  Syftem,  are  very  well  explain'd 
in  the  fourth  Letter  of  the  Secret  Memoirs  of  the  Re- 
fuhlic  of  Letters  ;  to  which  if  the  Reader  will  pleafe  to 
turn  his  Eye,  he  will  fupply  the  Want  of  what  cou'd  not 
find  room  in  this  Letter. 

Convent 
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Conyant  of  Monks  ;  for  'tis  ther^  that  this  Impoftor 
pretends  that  all  Antiquity  was  forg'd.  But  I  de- 
mand, how 'twas  pofTible  that  the  Greeks,  who  fuc- 
cefTively  poflefs'd  the  MSS.  of  their  Authors  in  their 
Libraries,  cou'd  agree  to  burn,  or  tear  them  to 
pieces,  and  to  admit  others  that  were  forg'd  in  their 
Names  in  this  Monaftery  ?  Tho'  Xenophon^  Hcmer^ 
Pindar^  Sophocles^  Euripides,  Diodorus  of  Sicily,  iffc* 
Iiad  been  wrote  over  again,  how  cou'd  they  find 
their  Way  into  the  Libraries  of  the  Greeks^  which 
were  at  that  time  only  full  of  thofe  Authors  r  How 
cou'd  the  counterfeit  ones  be  taken  in  change  for 
the  true  ones  ?  But  perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  that 
there  was  no  Book  in  Greece,  and  that  the  Greeks 
cou'd  neither  read  nor  write  fome  time  after  Co?!' 
Jiantine :  And  the  Foundation  of  this  Hypothefis 
cannot  be  fupportcd,  but  by  advancing  this  imper- 
tinent Abfurdity  \  for  if  it  be  allow'd  that  the 
Greeks  had  Eyes,  and  cou'd  both  read  and  write, 
by  confulting  the  laft  Authors  who  have  wrote  of 
our  Times,  and  tracing  them  fuccefTively  back  to 
thofe  who  are  the  moft  anticnt,  we  (hall  find  they 
have  all  quoted  one  another,  and  reported  Pall'ages 
out  of  thofe  that  have  gone  before.  The  Authors 
of  the  fourteenth  Century  have  quoted  thofe  of  the 
thirteenth  ;  thofe  of  the  thirteenth  have  quoted  their 
Predeceflbrs  of  the  twelfth  and  eleventh  Centuries  ; 
and  by  thus  always  going  higher  up,  we  come  eafily 
to  the  Source  of  the  Originals  rejc6led.  At  what 
Time  was  there  any  Appearance  obferv'd  of  the 
Forgery  of  the  antient  Authors  ?  How  can  it  be 
imagin'd  that  the  Greeks  were  fo  complaifant  as  to 
receive  for  authentic,  Writings  which  they  faw 
fprung  up  in  one  Night  like  Mufhrooms,  and  of 
whofe  Authors  they  had  no  Knowledge  ?  I  demand 
what  they  vvou'd  have  f^id  when  they  faw  Works 

come 
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come  out  all  of  a  fudden,  of  which  they  cou'd  never 
have  had  the  leaft  Notion.  Is  it  likely  that  all  Men, 
by  common  Confent,  v/ou'd  have  given  implicit 
Credit  to  thofe  Writings,  and  not  one  of  'em  have 
declar'd  the  fame  Diffidence  as  the  Friar  Hardouinf 
Surely  there  wouM  have  been  Ground  for  it  ;  and 
if  it  fhou'd  be  faid  now,  that  the  Medea  of  Ovid, 
and  the  Thyejies  of  Varius  are  recover'd,  which  in- 
deed may  poffibly  happen,  how  thoroughly  wou'd 
thofe  Pieces  be  exammed,  how  many  Men  vvouM 
write  pro  or  ccn^  either  to  prove  them  genuine,  or 
to  explode  them  ?  Of  this  Fa«Si:  the  Works  of  Pe- 
trcnius  are  an  evident  Proof. 

They  who  maintain  that  ridiculous  Hypothefis, 
which  tends  to  render  the  precious  Remains  of  An- 
tiquity fufpicious,  rely  very  much  upon  the  Igno- 
rance of  the  Times  when  thofe  Authors  were  coun- 
terfeited. But  confider,  dear  Briio^  how  one  abfurd 
Argument  necefTarily  brings  with  it  another.  How 
foolifh,  or  rather  how  ftupid  is  it  to  think  that  the 
Works  ©f  DemoJIheneSy  ^Intillan^  J^^^gi^-)  Horace^ 
Perjtus^  iffc.  are  the  Productions  of  an  Age  drown'd 
in  Ignorance  *  ?    What !    can  Stupidity  and  grofs 

Igno- 

*  This  Paffage  wants  to  be  more  clearly  explained  : 
For  among  the  few  Works  which  Father  Hardoum  looks 
upon  as  really  antient,  he  numbers  the  Satires  and  the 
Epiftes  of  Horace,  and  the  Georgics  of  Virgil ;  but  he 
reje£ls  all  Horace's  Odes,  and  Virgil's  .^neid.  He  had 
difcover'd,  as  he  fays,  that  feme  Ages  ago,  I  know  not 
how  many,  feveral  Perfons  united  and  undertook  to 
compofe  the  antient  Hiftory,  which  was  entirely  loft. 
He  is  exactly  inform'd  of  the  Age  in  which  thofe  People 
Iiv*d,  as  well  as  of  the  Place  where  they  compos'd  their 
Works.  For  all  their  Monuments  of  Antiquity  were 
only  Cicero,  Pliny,  the  Georgics  of  Virgil,  the  Satires, 
and  the  Epiilles  of  Horace.     He-  thinks  that  we  had  no 

other 
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Ignorance  produce  that  which  the  profoundeft  Learn- 
ing and  the  moft  painful  Study  are  fcarce  able  to 
imitate  ?  The  eminent  Hiflorians  of  this  Age  have 
the  fame  Refpe6t  for  Titus  Livy^  as  Statins  had  for 
the  iEneid,  which  he  in  a  manner  ador'd  *. 

Tio  but  confider,  dear  Brito^  who  are  the  Men 
that  they  name  for  the  Authors  of  Works,  whofe 
Gallantry  and  Delicacy  are  ft  ill  Patterns  for  the 
niceft  Courtiers  of  this  Age.  They  are  Monks  that 
are  faid  to  have  composed  the  Heroides^  and  Ovid*s 
Art  of  Love^  and  Dunces  that  are  the  Inventors  of 
Dcmojlhenes's  Philippics^  and  the  Works  of  Plu- 
tarch. But  fome  of  thefe  Coxcombs,  in  the  ^^- 
public  of  Letters^  tell  us,  that  the  A4en  who  com- 
pos*d  thofe  Works,  had  Wit  \  but  they  who  bouo-ht 
and  receiv'd  them,  were  Fools.  I  demand  if  it 
was  poflible  that  Genius  fliou'd  be  confin'd  only  to 
feven  or  eight  Perfons  {hut  up  in  one  Houfc  ?  And 
if  it  be  anfwer'd,  That  all  the  Reafon  and  Wifdom 

other  Monuments  of  Antiquity  but  thofe,  except  (brae 

Fafti,  and  a  very  few  Infcriptions.     Deprehendit  ille- 

Cos  turn  ccrtoruTH  Hominurn  ante  Jacula  nefcio  quot  exti- 
tij'e,  qui  Hijlorice  njeteris  concinnandce  Partes  fufcepiffent^ 
qualem  mine  habemuSy  cum  nulla  tune  extaret.  Sibi  probe 
jiotam  illorum  yEtatem,  atque  Ofieinafti  ej/iy  inque  earn 
Rem  ijiis  Subfidio  fuiffe  Tullium,  Piinium,  Maronis 
Georgica,  Flacci   Sennones  ^  Epijiolas  \  nam  h^c  ilia 

fola  cenfet ex  omni  Latinitate  Jincera  Monumenta, 

preeter  Inlcriptiones  admodum  paucas^  Faftofque  nonnullos, 
Harduini  Chronologia  ex  Nummis  antiquis  reftituta, 
Proluf.  pag.  60. 

*  Nee  tu  divinam  Oneida  tenta, 

Sed  longe  fequere,  &  Velligia  femper  adora. 

Stat.  Th^baid. 

'  Th'  j^neid  fhines  in  too  Divine  a  Sphere, 
*  Trace.it  with  Awe,  and  ever  it  revere.' 
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of  Mankind  were  not  confin'd  to  one  fingle  Mona- 
ftery,  it  muft  be  own'd  that  other  learned  Men 
difpers'd  in  the  feveral  Parts  of  Europe^  and  who 
there  compos'd  the  Works  that  we  have  at  this  Day, 
wou'd  have  made  fome  mention  of  thofe  Forgers  of 
the  antient  Writings. 

Really,  dear  Brito^  every  Man  who  maintains 
the  Syftem  of  this  Friar  Hardouin^  muft  take  his 
Choice  either  to  pafs  for  a  Fool,  or  a  Fanatic  ;  and 
'tis  (hewing  them  too  much  Indulgence,  to  go  about 
to  confute  fuch  a  Heap  of  Abfurdities.  One  Reafon 
why  the  Enemies  of  the  antient  Authors  fufpe6l  the 
Works  of  Virgil  to  be  of  doubtful  Authority,  is 
this;  Pliny  the  Naturalift,  fay  they,  fpeaks  of  a 
Virgil^  Author  of  the  Bucolics^  but  does  not  men- 
tion one  Word  of  the  JEne'id  -,  therefore  the  JEneid 
which  we  have,  is  not  by  the  fame  Virgil  as  the  Bu- 
colics, I  can't  help  fmiling,  dear  Brito^  while  I 
acquaint  thee  of  this  abfurd  Argument  :  I  fhouM 
think  it  might  be  as  well  faid  thirty  or  forty  Years 
hence,  that  the  Pfalms  were  not  tranflated  into 
French  V^erfe  by  Marot^  becaufe  Boileau^  who 
mentions  the  Works  of  that  Poet,  does  not  fay  a 
Word  of  that  Verfion.  What  vi^ouM  the  World 
think  of  a  Man,  who  two  or  three  hundred  Years 
hence  fhou'd  attempt  to  prove,  that  the  Tragedy  of 
Bajazet  was  not  written  by  Racine^  tho',  by  the 
way,  'tis  one  of  that  Author's  beft  Pieces,  becaufe 
his  Friend  Dejprcaux  fpoke  of  all  that  Poet's  other 
Plays,  but  never  made  mention  of  that? 

Undoubtedly,  dear  Brito^  thou  wilt  be  at  a  Lofs 
to  sucfs  at  the  Reafons  which  determin'd  this  Monk 
to  maintain  fo  furprizing  an  Hypothefis.  I  was  as 
much  to  fcek  for  them  as  thee,  till  fome  learned 
Men  of  this  Country  difcover'd  the  Myftery  of  the 
whole   Affair    to   me,    together   with   the   fecret 

Springs 
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Springs  by  which  this  brain-fick  Impoftor  was  a<5lu- 
ated.  He  was  a  Member  of  a  Society  *  that  was 
at  utter  Enmity  with  another  f,  which  has  pub- 
lifh'd  feveral  Editions  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Na- 
zarene  Doctors.  Thefe  Books  having  been  re- 
ceiv'd  by  the  Public  with  univerfal  Applaufe,  llirr'd 
up  the  Jealoufy  and  Envy  of  Hardoubi's  Brethren. 
To  defeat  the  Authority  of  thefe  Editions,  he  was 
refolv'd  to  cancel  the  Antiquity  of  thofe  Authors  ; 
/  and  the  better  to  reconcile  the  Nazarenes  to  his 
Sentiment,  who  might  juftly  have  been  difgufted 
at  the  Contempt  fhewn  for  their  antient  Doctors, 
this  Monk  thought  to  extenuate  the  Crime  of  his 
Syftem,  by  giving  all  the  antient  Authors  in  ge- 
neral a  later  Date,  and  infmuating  that  they  were 
for  the  mofl  part  written  by  the  Mor.ks  who  were 
the  Predeceflbrs  of  thofe  who  now  plead  for  their 
Antiquity. 

That,  dear  Brito^  was  the  Caufe  of  the  ridicu- 
lous Opinion  ftarted  in  thefe  latter  Days  againft  the 
moft  celebrated  Writers,  and  embraced  by  fomc 
Novices  who  thought  to  make  fhort  "Work  with 
Wit,  and  to  give  themfelves  a  Reputation  bv  ap- 
plauding fuch  Impertinences. 

I  fhou'd  be  glad  if  I  had  fome  News  to  impart  to 
/  thee ;  but  for  fome  Days  paft  Paris  fecms  to  be 
pretty  quiet.  However,  its  prefent  Tranquility 
is  not  like  to  continue  long ;  and  the  inconflant 
Humour  of  the  French  wou'd  foon  fupply  me  with 
a  thoufand  new  Amufements  for  the  SubjccSls  of 
my  Letters,  if  I  did  not  intend  to  leave  this  Coun- 
try fortliwith.     I  ftiall  (hortly  fet  out  for  Flanders^ 

♦  That  of  the  Jefuits. 

•\  The  Congregation  of  St.  Maur. 

to 
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to  make  an  End  of  fome  Affair  which  I  have  at 
Brujfels  i  and  from  thence  I  fhall  not  fail  to  write 
to  thee. 

Fare  thee  well,  dear  Brlto^  and  may  the  God  of 
our  Fathers  abundantly  profper  thee. 


End  of  the  Second  Volume, 
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A, 

2]^^  O  Ny  the  Son  of  Jofeph^  a  Caraite,  Author  of 

•^  a  Work  preferv'd  at  Paris,   26. 

jibarbanel.  Rabbi,  his  idle  Tales  about  Mofes'%  Rod,  195, 

Abbas  I  and  II,  Sophies  of  Per/.a,  their  terrible  C3p- 
preffion  of  the  Jeivs,  91,  92. 

Jbbes^  very  great  Hypocrites,  till  they  get  fome  Bene- 
fice,  1 1 4. 

Achilles,  not  better  known  than  Homer,   56. 

Achmet,  Sultan's  Mofque  bnilt  of  the  Ruins  of  Troy,  zi%. 

Anions,  good,  immortalize  Sovereigns  more  than  ail 
their  Monuments,   264. 

Adventures  of  a  Cordelier  with  a  Female  Votary,  15, 
Of  two  Noble  Venetians  with  a  Frenchman  and  a 
Spaniard,  62.  Of  a  Foreigner  with  a  Venetian 
Lady,  65,  t^.  Of  the  Duke  of  Maine  with  fome 
Courtezans,  72.  Of  a  Genoefe  Carver,  and  a  Couple 
of  Frenchmen,  8^,  &:C.  Of  a  Bifhop  deceiv'd  by  a 
Miflion,  102.  Of  the  King  oi  Corfica,  103,  &c.  Of 
the  Daughter  of  a  D/z/c'^  Conful  at  Me/Jina,  1 1 7.  Of 
a  Spirit  that  gnaw'd  Cloth,  kc.  133.  Of  the  Mi- 
ftreffes  of  a  Rojnan  Legit,  and  a  Patriarch  of  Venice, 
140,  141.  Of  a  Legit  with  Givri,  144.  Of  one 
that  pretended  to  be  poiTeill'd  before  St.  Clou  of  Milar^ 
190.  Of  a  Molinijl  and  two  Ja?tfenijls,  c66,  kc. 
Of  a  Chymill  with  his  Wife,  301. 

Advocates,  French,  not  fo  eloquent  as  the  nntient  Ora- 
tors, and  why,  196.  They  only  plead  upon  barren 
Subjefts,  197,  1 98.  Are  too  great  Slaves  to  For,ms. 
Niceties,  and  to  the  Authority  of  Civilians,  199,  200. 
Are  often  mercenary,  202.  Plead  more  Caufes  in 
one  Year,  than  Dc^nojlhencs  and  Occro  did  in  aii 
their  Lives,  ib.  In  France  tiitir  Fortune  is  me::n. 
Vol.  II.  P  -biit 
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ijut    in  EngLmd,  they   are    capable    of  attaining  to 

the  greatcil  Honours,   201.     Not  fo  perfect  as  the 

Preachers,   202.  •  : 

Jidultery,  look'd  upon  merely  as  Gallantry  in  France,  70, 

^Alexander  the  Great  wou'd  hardly  have  been  knov;n  but 

for  Hiflory,   56.     The    Rapidity  of  his  Conc^uclls, 

260.     Cornpar'd  to  a  Highwayman,   263. 

Alexander  VI,   Pope,  caufes  Savonarola   to    be   hang'd 

for  cenfuring  Jiis  Irregularities,   288. 
Alexander  VII,  Pope,  oblig'd  to  part  with  his  Antiqui- 
ties to  Lc^jois  XIV,   230. 
Alexafidria,  its   Monuments  and   Ruins,    147.     Its  fad 
State,    and  various    Changes,   219.     Its    Ruins,  the 
Marks  of  its  great  Splendor,   227,   263.     Its  prefent 
State,   258. 
Alexandrin,  Cardinal,  folicits  and  obtains   the  Mafiacre 
of  St.  Bartholome-jjy  and  the  Pledge  he  received  for 
it,    140,    142,  kz. 
Ambrun,  the  violent  Proceedings  of  his  Council  increafe 

the  Number  of  the  Janizaries,   242. 
Americans,  cruelly  treated  by  the  Spaniards,  182,  183. 
Anacreon,  its  Odes  very  beautiful,    169. 
Antients,  the   too  great  Veneration   for  them    hurtful, 
163.  The  Commentators  deify  even  their  Faults,  164, 
The  Prepofleihon  of  ihe  French  in  their  Favour,  170.- 
Wherein  they   excel,    and  are    excell'd  by  the  Mo- 
derns,   167.     Too    much  cry'd    up  by  the  Regents 
-(of  Univerfities)  169.      Were  no  more  the  Favourites 
of  Nature    than    the   Moderns  are,   170.     How  the 
Difputes   as  to   the  Preference  of  either  ought  to  be 
lettled,  167,  &c. 
Animals^  what   'tis  that  impels  them,    135., 
Antiquity,  the   Foible  and  Fancy  of  all  People  for  it, 

220. 
j4pis,  a  Deity  of  the  Egyptians,  kill'd  by  Camhyfes,  286. 
Apothecaries,  not  allow 'd  to  prefcribe  to  the  Sick,  but 
obliged  to  give  the  Clyders  themfelves,  98.     A  Ban- 
ter upon  it,  99. 
Arabians  (\ihd\ic<i  Egjpt,  221.   Hate  Townr,  281.  Their 
X)odors  Enemies  to  Miracles,  288.       See  Bedouins. 

Jre^n^ 
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Aretin^  Peter y  prints  his  Works  at  Venice,  though  pro- 
hibited by  the  Pope,   64. 

Aifaxa^  a  Devil  that  poflefsM  a  Nun  at  Louviers^  275. 
Bubbled  by  a  Friar,   276. 

Argens,  Marquis  de^  Solicitation  of  a  Cenfare  againft 
his  Writings,    158. 

Arijlophanes,  equal  to  Mailer e  and  Lopez  de  la  Vega,  168. 

Arijlotle,  a  poor  Natural  Philofopher,  compared  to  Gizf- 
fendiy  Des  Cartes,  and  Neix-ton,  and  but  a  forry  Me- 
taphyfician  to  MalUbranche  and  Locke,  167.  Without 
him,  fay  the  Schoolmen,  Error  is  unavoidable,  200. 

Aries,  Archbifhop  Of,  a  furious  Moliniji,  his  Diirefpe<5l 
to  the  King,  234. 

Artificers,  more  happy  than  many  Authors,    161. 

Arts,  the  Fruits  of  Love,   71. 

A/a  and  Hammai,  Authors  of  the  third  Compilation  cf 
the  Babylon  Talmud,   worfe  than  the  two  firft,  30. 

AJTaJJins,  common  and  cheap  at  Naples  and  Milan, 
173,    174,    192. 

Afiyanax,  the  Son  of  lienor,  from  whom  certain  French 
Poets  and  Hillorians  derive  their  Nation,   220. 

Atheifts,  quiet  in  France,    127. 

Averroes,  the  extravagant  Saying  of  that  Philofopher 
touching  ^/'//?5//^,  291. 

Auguries,  taken  formerly  from  the  Entrails  of  the  Vic- 
tims and  Sacred  Chicken,   S3. 

A.tgufiin,  St.  finds  Chriflianity  in  Plato,   32. 

Augufius  no   better  known    than  Virgil,   56. 

Auguf.Ks  II,  King  of  Poland,  his  Hill,  low  and  mean,  77. 

Authority,  fovcrejgn,  venerable,  if  accompany 'd  with 
Juftice,    109. 

Authorities,  the  great  Miftake  of  preferring  them  to 
Reafon,  200. 

Authors,  all  Ages  have  produced  many  bad  ones,  7^. 
Gr^at  Numbers  of  "em  extind  by  the  Contempt  of 
their  Works,  ih.  The  Multitude  of  'em  i:.  prejudi- 
cial to  the  Sciences,  77.  The  antient  Autiiors  ca- 
ilrated'by  the  Monks,  121.  Their  literary  Conduift 
pleafantly  defcrib'd,  148,  &c.  to  154.  Complaints  of 
the  Bookfelkrs  againit  'em,  154,  f^c.  Who  are 
P  2  Qu:\c:.s 
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Qaacks  in  the  Republic  of  Letter?,  157.  Numbers 
of  'em  make  a  fhift  to  live  upon  wretched  Romances 
and  filly  Stories,  and  wouM  be  much  happier  if  they 
were  Shoemakers  or  Botchers,  161.  Many  of  'em 
give  and  take  Slander,   179. 

B. 

Banditti,  the  Wicked nefs  of  thofe  of  Naples,  and  their 
Deflrudion  by  the  Germans  and  Spaniards,    I  73. 

Bar,  its  Eloquence  fubjed  to  great  Inconveniences, 
196,  .&c.  Not  carry 'd  to  fo  high  a  Pitch  as  Pulpit 
Oratory,  and  why,   202. 

Bartholomen.'j,  St.  Mafiacre,  advifed  by  a  Legat,  and  au- 
thorized by  a  Pope,  141.  The  Confefhon  of  Pope 
Clement  \- III.  zho\:X  it,    142. 

Bajlards,  all  the  Grand  Signiors  are  born  fuch,    152. 

Batarelle,  la,  a  Devotee  of  Father  Glrard,  whom  Ihc 
amouroully  kifTes,   272. 

Battles,  the  Kaxarenes  place  their  Saints  at  the  Head 
of  them,  36. 

Bajhf  M.  was  vtry  difpaffionate,  53.  Condemned  by 
th^Jefuits,   158. 

Beau  and  Bon,  Muralt  rebuked  for  his  Turn  upon 
thofe  Words,  249. 

Beaumont,  an  indifferent  Painter,    52. 

Bccheran,  a  Janfeniji  Abbe,  his  Convulfions  at  the 
Tomb  of  the  Abbe  Paris,    126. 

Bedouins,  Inhabitants  of  Egypt,  their  Manners  and  Cu- 
floms,  222,  223,  224.  Paflure  and  Water  their 
greatell  Treafure,  lb.  Have  no  Divines,  Lawyers, 
Phyficians,  nor  Soldiers,  lb.  Th^ir  Quarrels  decided 
by  their  Leaders,  lb.  and  226. 

Benedldiins  of  St.  Denis,  accufed  by  Hardouln  of  hav- 
ing forg'd  all  the  antient  Authors.  306.  Their  good 
Editions  of  the  Fathers  attempted  to  be  deflroy'd  by 
that  Jefult,   311. 

Bernard  St.  falves  his  falfe  Prophecy,  touching  the  Crol- 
fadoes,  by  the  Guilt  of  the  Crclfees,   36. 

Blgarrures  des  Accords,  a  filly  Book,  printed  oftner  than 
tlie  Woxl^  Qi  Des  Cartes  and  Gajfendl,  166. 

Blron„ 
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Biron^  the  wicked  Maxim  cf  that  Genera],  who  aflerted? 
that  military  Men  fliould  not  fcnr  Juftice,   84. 

Blood,  the  fpilling  of  it  abhoriM  by  the  Clergy,  wh^- 
burn  People,  or  knock  'em  o'cirHcad,.  37.  When^ 
filed  unjuilly,  it  increafes  tlie  Party  of  the  Pcrfecuted,.^7, 

Boilcati  condemn'd  hy  xhcjcjlits,  15S.  His  laudable 
Gencrofity  to  Vatru,  203.  But  condemned  by  Mii~ 
rait,   249. 

BonifaceVlW,  Pope,  fuppofcd  to  be  the  Author  of  tht^ 
pious  Fraud  of  Loretto,    172. 

Bonrie'valy   Count  de.      See   Dedication. 

Books,  not  fufiicicnt  for  the  Knowledge  of  the  Manner?. 
of  the  People,  32.  Are  not  fubjedt  to  the  Inquifitioa 
at  Venice,  87.  Too  feverclx' prohibited  m  France,  p.rA 
therefore  the  more  inquired  for,  124.  A  pleafiint 
Account  of  the  Manner  of  Book-making,  149,  Sec. 
Who  are  to  compofe,  fell,  and  read  them,  1  57.  Very 
few  can  dillinguifli  the  good  ones,  159.  The  molk 
,  jblid  ones  not  fo  afFeding  as  thofe  of  A^irth  and  Wit, 
160.  Books  are  eilimated  according  to  the  Reputa- 
tion of  the  Author,  and  not  by  the  Contents,  165- 
Neither"  the  Sale  nor  the  Scarcity  of  a  Book  a  Proof 
of  its  Worth,  166.  Good  ones  are  often  reprinted, 
i6.  Sometimes  afcrib'd  to  wrong  Authors,  1 79.  Books 
of  the  Catholics  more  faithfully  printed  at  Genc'-jc^y 
than  by  the  Papills  in  their  own  Country,    213. 

Bookfellcrs,  Authors  complain  of  their  Avaiicc,  149,  Src. 
And  they  of  the  Ignorance  and  Knavery  of  mercenary 
Authors,  155,  &c.  The  Ingratitude  of  certain  Book- 
fellers  to  the  Public,  ib.  They  pay  Journaliib  to 
puff  their  ImprefTions,  ih.  A  Banter  upon  it,  157, 
158.  WouM  liarve  if  they  were  to  print  none  but 
good  Books,    159. 

Bookfelling,  fubjed  to  a  fort  of  Inquifition  in  France,  i  24. 

Bojfuet,  Bilh.op  of  Mcaux,  his  Difcourfe  upon  IJjiiverJ^i 
Hljiory  excellent,  but  the  Continuations  of  it  bad,  77, 
78.  His  Eloquence  inferior  to  the  Antients,  169. 
But  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Bar,   203. 

Bourdaloue,  his  Eloquence  inferior  to  the  Antients,  169. 
But  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Bar,   20^. 

P  I  Bran- 
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Brantcme  quoted  as  to  the  wicked  Maxim  of  B iron ^  S4.' 
Brenjtary^   a   Medley   of  Scraps  of    Scripture,   and    of 

Church-Traditions,  231.  Murmurings  about  that  of  the 

Diocefe  of  Paris,  2^z.  Its  general  Reception,  289. 
B^nfo^  Jacob,  one   of  the  Jeivljh   Correfpondents,   his 

Arrival  at /-'^/.'/V^,   60.     Ai  Naples,  171.     At.  Milan,. 

188.      At    Geneva,    211.     At    Laufanne,   242.      At 

Lions,    266.      At  MontpeUier,   2()J. 
Rulleis,  Cannon,  made  out  of  the  Marble  of  the  Ruins- 

of   7royhy  iht  Turks,    Z2%. 

C. 

Cahhage,  more  criminal  to  Heal  one  thsn  to  rob  a. 
Town,   263. 

Cadiere,  la.  Father  Girard^s  Votary,,  deem'd  worthy  of 
the  Gallows,  267.  A  Slanderer,  268.  A  Partner  in 
the  Irregularities  of  G/r/7/-rt',  272.  To  what  her  pre- 
tended PoffeElon  was  owing,  274.  Father  Girard 
kifTes  a  Wound  in  her  Breaft,  273. 

Caber  a  ^  the  Etymology  of  Crt/>(7,  282. 

Cajetan,  the  Pope's  Legat  to  the  League  bubbled  by 
Gi^rt,   143,    144. 

Cairo,  the  Capital  of  "Egypt,  its  Hiftory,  Defcription^ 
and  Manners,  281,  282,  &;c.  Impoilure  of  its  Der- 
vifhcs,  2 S3,  284,  &c. 

Caligula,  a  Monger  born  for  the  Chafiifement  of  the^ 
Romans,    i  i  c. 

Cambyfcs,  King  of  Perjia,  kills  the  Egyptian  God  Apis, 
2  36. 

Ca7:dia,   taken  from  the  Venetians  by  the  Turks,  262. 

Canidia  the  Sorcerefs,  who  made  Philtres,  277. 

Caviftus  the  Jefuit,  his  impertinent  ReHedion  on  tlie 
Incarnation,   34. 

Captives.      See  Starves. 

Capuchins  banilh'd,  and  reflor'd  by  the  ^^w^/ztf/^j,  116. 
Two  of  them  inveigle  and  pervert  the  Daughter  of 
the  Dutch  Conful  at  MeJJina,    i  17,  &c. 

Caraites,  Jeix-s,  who  only  admit  of  the  Scriptures  with- 
out Expofition,   25,   26. 

CarrnoJites,  very  debauch'd,,  1 14. 

Carm'U.aS 
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€arn!~jai  at  Venice^    i  1 4.     How   abufe J  there   by  tKa: 

Monks  and  Nuns,  116,  117.  And  2.\.  Milan ^  191,. 
CaJJiodorus^  his  Elogium  on  Study  and  the  Sciences,  5S. 
Cafuijisy  their  Works  faithfully  printed  at  Geneva^  213. 
Catena,   Gtrolamo,   his  Life  of  P/;// V.   quoted  touch ing^ 

the  Pledge  given  on  St.  Bartbolome^jo^  D-^y,    i  45- 
Celibacy,  mightily  extoll'd  by  the  Papilb^  tho'    fo  con- 
trary to  public  Society,   49,   50. 
Cerceauy  Father,  the  Jeluit,  his  Poetry  more   eficemM 

than  the  Poem  of  St.  Proffer,  166. 
Ccefar,  Julius,  well  defcribM  by  Voltaire,  6.  A^'cu\i 
never  have  conquer'd  one  Village,  if  he  had  foug'iC 
with  Nazarene  Soldiers,  83.  Reprov'd  for  his  Ra- 
pacity, 253.  Look'd  upon  but  as  a  great  Robber^ 
and  illuftrious  Highwayman,  263. 
Chafai,  a  Turkijh  Saint,  a  Miracle  which  his  Derviflves^ 

put  him  upon,   283,   284. 
Chapellain,  tho'  a  very  bad  Poet,  had  large  PenHons,  203  . 
Charles  IX,  who   thirfted  for  the  Blood  of  the  Frcteil- 
ants,    fettles   the  MafCicre    of  St.  Barthchtm^jj  v/iti\ 
Aiexandrin  the  Legat,  and  fends  iiim  a  Pledge  of  lii^. 
Intention,    141,  t'^.c. 
Charles  Emanuel,  King  of  ZardlKia\  Intercfl  to  thwai  t: 

Theodore  and  the  Corfican;,     237,   238. 
Charles  Borromeo,   the  Patron  of  A///^^,  1S9.      Loil  tkv- 
Tip  of  his  Nofe  for  his  indulging  fweet  Scents,  194. 
Children,  Parents  not  fo  barbarous  to  kill  them,  ai*  t^?- 

make   them  live  in  Mifery,  205. 
Chine fe    punidi  their  Deities  and  their    Priefts   for  rc».. 
regarding  their  Prayers,   1 1 1 .     Extraordinary  Boailei; . 
cf  Antiquity,   220. 
Ckirur^eons,  their  Fundiions,   97. 
Chorus's  made   Amends   for  tlic  Eievity  of  the  anticii^ 

Tragedies,  6. 
ChrijVianity,     Sec  Nazarcniff;:. 
Chrijlians.      See  Na'zarenes. 
Cbrifupher,  one  of  his  \'ertcbr.'e  worHiipp'd  at  j\lu.'.:\/'-, 

1 1 5 . 
Churches,  Keftrge  of  AiTcviUns  in  Italy,  193.   A  Pilvilegc 
founded  on  the  Ambition  of  Pritlb,   193. 

P  4  '  Ocfrc, 
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^icsrOi  quoted  touching  P/«/£?,  32.  His  Dercription  and 
Cenfare  of  falfe  Friendlhip^  40.  The  excellent  Mo- 
ral contain'd  in  hij  Offices,  167.  The  Dignity  and 
Majeily  of  his  Eloquence,  169.  Vailly  fuperior  ta 
the  modern  Orators,  ih.  196 — 199.  His  Oration  for 
DeJGtaruSy  a  Mafter- piece  of  EJoquence,  198.  The 
Exordium  of  his  firfi  Catiline  Oration  perfe6l,  1 99.  In- 
common  Caufes  not  fi-iperior  to  Fatru  and  Errard^  ih. 
•Scarce  ever  quoted  from  others,  200.  His  Attempt 
to  prove  the  Equality  of  Crimes,  263.  The  Exempti- 
on given  to  his  Works  by  Hardouin,  308. 

Circ:m:ciJioii  prefcribed  to  Kirg  Theodare.  See  Dedicatioti... 

€ifies,  Naples,  /aid  to  be  fner  than  Rome,  London, 
Paris,  and  Venice,  J73.  Compared  to  Prifons,  223. 
Hated  by  x\\q  Jlrahians,   281. 

Clemency,  Divire,  its  Nature  and  Extent,    16,  17. 

Clement  cf  Alexandria  difcovers  Nazarenifm  in  Plato,  33, 

€le}7ient  VTII,  Pope,  his  Declaration  touching  the  Maf- 
facre  of  St.  Bartholomenv,    142. 

Cleopatra,  her  tv/o  Obeliiks  at  Alexandria,   264. 

Clergy  pretend  to  abhor  the  jfhedding  of  Blood,  but  fet 
the  World  on  Fire,  37,  38.  Inftead  of  Profelytes, 
niake  Slaves,  38.  How  dangerous  to  their  Adver- 
laries,  46.  LookM  upon  as  Oracles  of  God,  ib.  How 
they  abufe  their  Celibacy,  50.  Allow'd  to  keep  Con- 
cubines, on  paying  Tribute,  88.  Very  diffolute  at 
Venice,  117,  138,  139.  Their  Tricks  with  refpedl  to 
the  Holy  Nail  at  Milan,  189.  Their  Ambition  the 
Caufe  of  Santluaries  in  Churches,  and  their  Abufe  of 
them,  193.  They  vvou'd  have  protefted  Cartouchey 
ih.  Their  Litigioufnefs  and  Chicanery,  230.  Punifh'd 
in  France,  by  being  deprived  of  their  Revenues,  233. 
AJwp.ys  felflh  and  covetous,  ib.  Their  Rebellions 
rewarded  by  the  Popes,  ib.  Are  the  Caufe  of  moft 
Troubles,  246.  Are  at  all  Times,  and  in  all  Places, 
moil:  deceitful,   288. 

Cohen,  Nehemiah,  a  learned  Jeiv,  has  a  mind  to  give 
himfelf  out  to  be  the  poor  Mcjfiah,  and  his  Difputes 
with  the  Impoftor  Sahbathai  Se'vi,  I  30. 

C%;z/,  Admiral  de,  his  Death  increas'dZfmjXV's  Party, 
241.  Csk'n'3 
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Column  of  Fompey  ?X  Afexa^idHa^   264. 

Comedy,  the  Pidure  of  Human  Life,  i .  Requires  good. 
Aciors,  ib.  A  new  Sort  introduced,  2.  The  Latin 
inferior  to  the  French,  3.  The  Italian,  pleafant  to 
fee,  but  languid  and  unedifying  to  lead,  i,  2.  Pro- 
hibited and  reviv'd,  2.  Its  Aftors  very  good,  2,  3. 
Debas'd  by  paultry  Scribes,  2.  The  Englijh  mifre- 
prefented  by  Mural t,  249.  The  Succefs  of  Comedies 
owing  to  the  Aftors,    i . 

Commentaries,  Snares  laid  to  entrap  Senfc  and  Reafon^ 
164. 

Commentators,  fuch  Idolizers  of  tlie  Antients,  as  to 
deify  their  very  Defers,  ih.  Sharers  in  the  Praiie 
they  beflow  upon  their  Authors,  whom  they  commend 
for  Fafhion  fake,  164.  Always  extol  the  Author 
upon  whom  they  comment,  which  often  fubjeds  them 
to  Contradidion,    164,    165. 

Competency,  one  of  the  Sources  of  Human  Happinef?;, 

137- 

Concubinage  of  the  Clergy  formerly  tax'd,   88. 

ConfeJ/ion,  the  Abufe  of  it  by  the  Clergy,  and  the  Profiu 
they  make  of  it,  44.     Term'd  a  Spiritual  Fiftipond, 
ibid. 

Confejfors,  their  Behaviour  to  the  Sick^  99.  Confider'd 
as  tutelary  Deities,  ib. 

Confidant,  often  proves  an  £nemy,  efpecially  of  the  Wo- 
men,  44. 

Confirmation  adminifler'd  to  Ptople  when  dying,  99, 
100. 

Conquerors,  their  great  Qualities  as  little  to  be  ellecra'd- 
as  thofe  of  a  Highwayman,  253,     lUuflrioa^  jjlob- 
bers,   263. 

Confiancy  of  the  Women  different  from  that  of  Men,  43 , 

Continuators  of  Hiflories,  commonly  very  bad  and  con- 
temptible, 77.  The  Quali tics  requifue  for.  their.  Suc- 
cefs,  78. 

Contro^erf.cs  rendered  perpetual  by  Tradition  jindl  Chi-^ 
canery,  35.  Thofe  of  the  CathcUcs  |)rinted  faith- 
fully VitGcne'va,  213. 

ConuiintSi  ^ke  Mannej-  of  Life  there,  q.     How  unpro^t' 
P  5  '  '  %\-M 
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able  and  prejudicial,   13.     Thofe  of  the  young  Wo- 
men in  France  fad  Prifons,   204. 

Gov--vulf,onaries  vQxy  knavifh,  114.  Mad,  and  deferve 
to  be  fen t  to  the  Galleys,  Fref,  aud  126.  Very 
numerous  and  fenfelefs,  131,  132.  True  Prophets 
of  Misfortunes,    132. 

Copies,  the  Remains  of  the  antient  Egyptians^  iz\.  Fol- 
low the  Herefy  of  DiofcoruSy  ib.  Their  Language 
loft,  ib^ 

Cordeliers y  the  Heroes  of  Mbnaflic  Gallantry,  15.  Not* 
very  fcrupulous,    1 1 4. 

€orciri,  a  great  Mufician^.,  5  i . 

torfieiiiey  Peter,  advances  Tragedy  to  its  Perfedion,  4. 
Superior  to  Sophocles,,  ib.  and  168.  Thomas,  inferior 
la  his  Brother,,  and  to  Racine,  and  equal  to  the 
antient  Tragedians,    168. 

Qorfica,  its  Situation,  good  or  bad  for  France,  accord- 
ing to  what  Sovereign  it  has,  236,  237.  Its  Har- 
bours block  up  thofe  of  Pronjence,  ib. 

Corjicans  fet  up  a  King,  and  how  they  receive  him,  104. 
Their  Condition  mended,  105.  Were  drove  to  Ex- 
tremity hy  the  Genoefe,  107.  Their  Conduct  com- 
mended, ;^.  A  third  Party  amiongil  them,  235.  Silly 
Arguments,  and  various  Refiedions  upon  their  Under* 
takings,   236    to   24I0 

Cortes,  lerdinando,  a  great  Murderer,   Dedication. 

Councils o^ Princes  as  fruitful  inExcufes  as  theye/uits,2^g. 

Court  of  Heaven,  chang'd  by  the  Papilts  to  a  Norma/r 
Tribunal,.  49. 

Court,   Ottoman,  refembles  the  Inquiiltion,   89,  90. 

Court  of  Rome,  e\'ery  thing  venal  there,  whether  Pro- 

^.  phane.or  Sacred,  by  the  Confeffion  even  of  a  Pope, 
Pre/.  Not  lik'd  by  the  Venetians,  1 1 4.  Sells  its 
Reliques  very  dear,  115.  Its  Cruelty  def:rib'd,  142. 
Indulgences  its  current  Coin,  144.  Its  Quirks  and 
Cavils,  230.  Rewards  the  Clergy  for  Rebellion,  233. 
It  hangs  Sa'vonarola  for  cenfuring  its  Frauds,  288. 

Courtezans,  very  numerous,  and  much  refpeded  at  Venice^ 
66.  The  Depcr:ment  of  thofe  at  Rome,  ib.  and  67. 
Some  of  them  put  an  End  to  the  League  (in  France) 
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by  a  bad  Prefent  to  the  Head  of  it,  72.  Their  life' 
and  Exit,  73.  The  Venetians  furnifh  their  City  well 
with  them,  88,  114.  They  l^udy  Politics,  ib.  One 
builds  a  Chapel  with  her  Gains,  ih.  The  BehaviouTv 
of  thofe  of  Venice y  138.  An  Egyptian  Madam 
builds  one  of  the  Pyramid?,   233, 

Crebillon,  a  good  Tragic  Poet,  5.  Quoted  as  to  Cor-- 
fica,  105,  107.  And  as  to  the  Maflkcre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomenjCy  and  the  Court  of  Rome^  143.  May  com- 
pare with  the  antient  \Vri:eis  of  Tragedy,    168. 

Qrime,  the  Parent  of  Royalty  and  'J'yranny,  108.  Is. 
always  the  fame  thing,   2^4. 

Criminals^  great  ones  prais'd,  and  petty  ones  cenfar'd^ 
253. 

Croifadoes,  tlieir  Milcarringe  owing  to  the  Wickednefs 
of  their  Undertakers,  36.  The  Nazarenes  inclined 
to  revive  them,  ib. 

CroifeSy  infamous  Robbers,  ib. 

Cruelty  of  the  Trend\  in  forcing  their  Daughters  in>o 
Convents  like  that  of  the  ?iru<viani,  who  devour 
their  Infants,   20.«. 

Cujlomi  and  Ceremonies,  the  "Je-.vs  more  attacli'd  to 
them  than  to  tiie  Law,   27. 

Cy/r«j  taken  by  the  ICurks  froiii  the  Venetians y  262. 

D. 

Damat,  a  Sharper  of  Provsncc,  tho'  he  knew  not  a  Word 
of  Latin,  has  tlie  Impudence  to  undertake  to  revile  j. 
Veriion  of  7kuanu.s'''h  Hiftory  uiih  the  Original,  1^6... 

Damnedy  Objections  againit  the  Ea-rnity  of  their  Pani'l.- 
ment,    16,    17.     Reafons //i?  and  <(7/.v  21,   22,   <5cr. 

Danes  fhamefuily  dtfeiitcd  by  Sivcd^/o  Peafants,  m  a 
manner  difarm'd,    261. 

Daniel,   Chevalier,  a  good  Painter,   52. 

Daughters  cruelly  clapp'd  up  by  their  Parents  in  Fra/nd 
in  Convents,  204.  Ufeful  and  judicious  Rsfledtions 
on   that    barbarous  X^uftom,- 209,.  21c.      Ti^e    Ait^^ 

■    ufed  to  confine  them,   207,   208. 

Debauchees,  vtry  quiet  in  France,    127. 

Dsi/ioniacsp  hardly  any  in  England  and  H^lland^  bccaufe 
P"6.  taiui. 
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there  are  no  Monks,  1 32,  In  the  MJanefe  tKey  Havd 
recourfe  to  St.  Clou,  1 89.  Are  one  of  the  Mines  of 
the  Monks,  280. 

Demojlhenes,  the  Strength  and  Sublimity  of  his  Stile, 
169.  Very  much  fuperior  to  the  modern  Orators, 
ib,  196,  197,  199.     Scrdxe  ever  quoted  otliers,   200. 

J>enainy  the  Allies  defeated  there  by  M.  VillarSy  261. 

Dennis^  St.  Abbey  of,  accufed  of  the  Falfiiication  of  all 
the  antient  Authors,   307. 

Denofitiations,  or  Informations,  how  made  at  Venice,  1 1 6. 

Der'vipes,  their  Impoilures,  283,  ^-c.  Their  Fondnefs 
for  Miracle?,  288. 

Des  Cartes,  very  foci^.blc,  53.  A  great  Natural  ill,  167. 
A  Reilorer  of  Philofophy,  290.  Gives  the  fatal  Blov/ 
to  that  of  the  Schoolmen,  291.  The  Fondnefs  of  Peo- 
ple to  read  liis  Works,  ih.  The  Nature  of  his  Me- 
thod, 292.     His  Modelly,  293. 

Des  Preaux.     See  Boileau. 

S>e^oi!  of  a  Hog.  A  Fable  of  the  Monks  at  Naples,  i  yS, 

X)e'Vi'lSf  their  Torments  may  have  an  End.  19,  &:c. 
Their  Nature  and  their  Aftions  unknown,  20,  21. 
How  they  arc  difpoffefsM  in  England  and  Holland^ 
133,  134.  Some  \txy  eafy  to  be  turn'd  out  of 
Bodies,  ih.  The  Familiarity  of  the  Monks  with 
iome  of  'em,  274,   275,   &:c. 

Diana f  Men  facrinced  to  her  in  Taurts,   38. 

Direfion,  Spiritual,  their  very  criminal  Abufe  of  thofe 
caird  Retreats,    loi. 

Difputes,  the  Monks  make  them  a  Trade  and  conilant 
Fradice,  289,   290. 

Dljfwiiilationy  abominably  criminal  in  Religious  Matters^ 

127. 

Dh-vines  not  fit  to  be  confulted  concerrdng  V/ar,  83,  84. 

Doge  q{  V£7iice,  his  Sovereignty  only  imaginary,  61. 

Doglioniy  Author  of  the  Rcjnarkables  at  Venice ;  his 
Commendation  of  the  Venetians  for  encouraging 
Courtezans  to  come  thither  cenfur'd,   88. 

jyon  ihitxote,  a  fine  Romance,  but  its  Contijiuation  bad,  7  8. 

Dragooning.      See  Perfecution  and  Papiji. 

Drunkcumfs,  very  frequent  among  the  Sivitzers,  243.   . 

Datcl: 
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Dutch  commended.     Pre/. 

Dying  Perfons,  how  they  are  treated  by  the  Priells  and 

Friars,  99,    100. 

E. 

Ecloguesy  their  moft  eminent  Authors,   i6S. 

Egypt,  the  Cradle  of  the  Jfai-i,  22c.  Its  feveral  Ma- 
tters, ib.  and  221 .  Ruin'd  by  the  Greek  Emperors,  and 
by  the  Mahometans,  ib.   Conquered  by  Mec^lcdin,  28  r . 

Egyptians,  their  ridiculous  Worfliip  expofed  by  Juvenal^ 
285,  216.  Very  different  from  the  Turk'sy  147,  kc. 
Their  fabulous  Origin  and  ridiculous  Dynafties,  2  20> 
See  Ccptes  and  Bedouins. 

Elders  of  Ifrael,  (LXX.)  receive  the  Oral  Law  froni. 
Jojbua,   28. 

Elegy,  what  Authors  have  mofl:  excelled  in  it,  168,  169, 

Elements,  the  perplex'd  Manner  in  which  Arijlotle  treats 
of  'em,  295. 

Eloquence,  the  French  good,  but  inferior  to  the  Greek 
and  Roman,  169,  196.  The  Circumflances  that  are 
the  Caufe  of  that  Dii^'erence,  197.  The  Italian  is 
puerile,  169.  Some  Subjeds  more  favourable  to  it 
than  others,    197.     Is  often  Venal,   201,  202. 

Empire  of  the  Eall,  its  fundry  Revolutions,  260. 

Empire,  German,  once  in  great  Danger  from  the  Turl}. 
^nd  French,   261. 

Empire,  Ottoman,  the  Rigour  and  Cruelty  of  its  Go* 
vernment,   89, 

Empires,  their  Rife  and  Fall  like  that  of  Men,  260.  A 
Mediocrity  contributes  to  their  Prefervation,  263. 

^?;^/^WoIerate  Monks  in  their  Lay-Habit,  14.  Their 
Love  proud  and  haughty,  69.  Their  Applaufes  ge- 
nerous, 192.  Their  Eloquence  manly  and  vigorous, 
201.  Very  Jefuits  with  refpeft  to  Gibraltar  and  Port- 
Mahon,   239.      Letters  on  their  Manners,   249. 

Epicurus,  a  bad  Naturalift,  and  an  indifferent  Metaphy- 
fician,    167. 

Epijlles  Dedicatory,  the  Abufe  and  Contempt  of  'em 
expofed,,  151.  Theodore  of  Corjica,  the  Patron  of 
this  Volume.     See  Dedication. 

Erafmus 
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Ernfrnus  in  fome  meafure  canonizes  Socrates ^   5  8.' 
Errardy  equal  to  Cicero  in  common  Caufes,    199.     But 

not  fo  perfect  as  the  Church  Orators,   203. 
Errors  are  not  deftroy'd,  but  only  change  Names,  286- 
Ethiopians  make  great  Boaft  of  their  Antiquity,   220. 
Euclid y  Plato  \^t\\t  to  Megara  to  hear  him,   32. 
Eunuchs,  A€lcrs  in  Comedy,,   192. 
Euripides  raifes  Tragedy   to  its  Perfe(^ion,   4.      Not  fa 

accomplilh'd  as  Racine,  5,  168.     His  Plays  fliort,  6, 
Europe,  the  Hu»s,  Goths,  and  other  Barharians  ^ive  it 

a  new  Form,   261. 
Exorci/ms  pradis'd  even  upon  Bealls,   28b. 
Extraordifiary,  that  which  is  fo,   ftrikes  and  feizes  the 

Minds  of  the  Vulgar,   132. 
Extreme   Undlion,  an   Officer  requires  it  v;-ith  Brandy 

and  Gunpowder,  60. 

F. 

Fanaticifm,  extremely  dangerous,   46.     Caufe  of  Henry.> 
the  Fourth's  Death,  ih. 

Fathers  of  the  Church  very  abufive,   8c» 

Fa'vourites.      See  Courtesans. 

Fear,  the  Curb  of  Mankind,    log. 

fenelon,  Archbiihop  of  Camhray,  his  Telemachus  ^  Work 
highly  to  be  efteem'd,  compos 'd  for  the  Inflrudion  of 
Princes,  but  particularly  of  the  Duke  oi Burgundy,  255. 

Feriol  employ 'd  to  no  Purpofe  to  procure  a  Copy  of  what 
v^e  fiiil  want  of  J  it  us  Lhvy,    122,    123. 

Fejli'vals .  of  the  Church  of  Milan,  an  Opportunity  for 
the  Debauchery  of  the  Priefts  and  Friars,    191. 

FlecJner,  his  Eloquence  inferior  to  that  of  the  Antients, 
169.     But  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Bar,   203. 

Fleury,  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hiilory  good,  but  the  Continu- 
ation of  it  indifferent,   78. 

Florentines,  the  firft  Merchants  at  Cairo,   282. 

F^llard,  Chevalier,  a  famous  Convulfionary,    126. 

Folly  indulged  to  the  laft  Degree  at  Paris,   304. 

Fontenelle,  his  Eclogues  as  good  as  Firgil's,  and  fupe- 
rier  to  thofe  of  Theocritus,  167,  168.  Excepted  out 
of  the  Vv^orks  of  tho  prefent.  Academy;  Of. 

Eooli/hnefs.:- 
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TdoUJhnefs  of  the  Nobility  more  honour'd  than  the 
Merit  of  the  Sl^ilful,   54. 

Fortune  takes  a  Plcafure  in  raifing  Men  from  nothing  to 
the  mort  diflinguiih'd  Honours,    106. 

Francis  d'  JJjtze,  Impiety  of  his  Look  intitled,  Conforjni- 
ties  n.vith  Jefiis  Chriji,    121. 

France  protC(!^s  Geneva  now,  but  may  hereafter  fubdiie 
it,  211.  Its  Buildings  not  much  adorn'd  with  Mar- 
ble, 227.  Her  Interert  to  thwart  Theodore  and  the 
Corfu anSy    23S. 

French  compare  their  Theatre  to  that  of  the  Greeks y  3. 
Their  fickle  inconibnt  Love,  67,  68.  Seem  inc:  pa- 
ble  of  any  Love  but  what  is  Criminal,  72.  A^^c  Jan- 
fenijis  or  Moralijis,  for  no  Reafon  that  they  know,  but 
theFaihion,  128.  Are  much  prepofTdsM  in  Favour 
of  the  Antients,  166.  Courteous  and  civil  to  their 
Landlords,  but  flatter  their  Wives,  174.  Their  Ma- 
giftrates  too  much  Slaves  to  Forms,  200.  Cruel  ta 
their  Daughters,  204.  Pretend  to  be  dcfccndcd  frcnx 
HeSicr,  220.  Letters  on  their  Manners  and  Culloms, 
249.     Their  Inconftancy,   311. 

Friendjhip,  falfe,  defcrib'd  and  cenfured  by  Cicero,  40. 
That  of  the  Women  very  fickle,  41,  •  And  ferves 
only  for  a  Blind  to  Love,  44.  It  ihou'd  be  founded 
on  Virtue,  ih. 

G. 

Galleys  the  Perfecutors  fend  People  thither  to  enlighten 

their  Minds,   37.      A  very  proper  Cure  for  the  Fana- 

ticifm  of  the  Convulfionaries,    126. 
Qajffendi,  very  fociable,   53.     A  great  Naturalift,    167. 

Reilores  Philofophy,  attacks  Arijlotle  firft,  and  finds. 

many  Adverfaries,  291. 
Gauffre,  Father,  his   Familiarities  and    Jokes  with  the 

Devil,   275. 
Gauls y  ravag'd  \iy  \\iQ  Barbarians ,   261. 
Geber,  the  moft  learned  of  Alchymifts,  303.     A  PalTage 

out  of  that  Author,  ib. 
Genebrard,  his  Impofture  concerning  the  Incarnation,  34. 
Generals,  their  great  Obligation  ta  Men  of  Learning,'  56. 

Generofttyy. 
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^encrojtty,  a  noble  and  uncommon  Inflance  of  it  in  Bot^ 
lean  to  Patj-u,    203. 

Cene^a^  its  Defcription,  and  the  Manners  and  Curtoms 
of  its  Inhabitants,  211,  &c.  Proteded  by  France 
and  the  5w//},  211.  The  Metropolis  of  the  Cal- 
n,'imj}s  Religion,  ih.  The  Nonfenfe  of  ereding  For- 
tifications there,  which  may  fome  time  or  other 
tempt  the  French  to  get  Poffeffion  of  it,  212.  Its 
Trade  in  Silks  and  Books,  ib.  Many  Popifh  Trads 
printed  there  very  faithfully,  213. 

Q&ne'vel'e,  polite  and  courteous,  but  grave  and  afFcded;, , 
213.     Great  Enemies  to  the  Papiits,  ;<^.     The  Purity 
of  their   Manners,  215.     I'he  Italians   think   them 
Devils,  ib. 

Genoa  formerly  made  Conjiantinople  tremble,   262. 

^f«of/?,  their  Fears  for  the  Ifland  of  Cor/?<:^,  105.  Their 
fuperb  Strudures,  228.  Very  much  perplex'd  what 
to  do  with  Corfu  ay  256. 

George,  St.  the  Patron  of  Battles,   36. 

Germans,  the  Haughtinefs,  Ignorance  and  Vanity  of 
their  Nobility,  ^^^.  Their  Love  phlegmatic,  69, 
They  make  fure  of  the  beft  Apartment,  and  drink 
their  Wine.without  Ceremony,   1 74. 

Qiauher,  the  Founder  of  Cairo,   281. 

Girard,  Father,  the  Jefuit,  deferv'd  to  be  hang'd,  267, 
Debauches  .his  Fair  Penitent,  268.  His  Plea  againil 
her,  269.  Flis  diforderly  Behaviour  very  probable^, 
and  as  good  as  confefs'd,  272.  Is  a  great  Knave  and 
Hypocrite,  ib.  274.  KifTes  a  Wound  in  /a  Cadier^s 
Breaft,  and  is  embrac'd  by  la  Batarelle,  272. 

Gi'vri,  a  French  General,  makes  a  Fool  of  Cajetan  the 
Legat,    144,    145. 

God  may  remit  Sins  by  momentary  Punilhment,  17.. 
The  indecent  Things  {aid  of  him  in  the  Talmud, 
25,  30.  His  Unity  the  Bafis  of  Judaifm,  32.  Ne- 
gledled  by  the  Nazarenes  for  the  Saints,  48. 

Gotidoliersoi  Venice,  their  Genius  for  Intrigue,  113.  Get 
a  great  deal  of  Tv^oney  during  the  Carnival,    1 14. 

Good  Scnfe,  one  of  the  Sources  of  Men's  Happinefs,  1  36. 

Government  J  Rigour  and  Cruelty  of  that  in  Turky,  89. 

Tliaf 
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Thzt  of  Fenice,  6iy  kc.  Its  great  Severity,  85.  All 
Governments  pretty  much  alike,,  having  their  Good 
and  their  Evil,  250.  The  Wifdom  of  thatofife/- 
/af/d,   263. 

Grand  Signiors  Teem  to  have  Death  ever  in  their  Pre- 
fencc,,  90,     Are  born  Baftards,    152. 

" Vizier's  Cruelty,   89,  90. 

Greece  abounds  more  than  Rome,  or  the  Univerfe,  iti 
noble  StruiSlures,   228. 

Greek f  antienl  and  modern,  fcarcc  alike  in  any  one 
thing,  221.  The  old  Language  will  perhaps  hardly 
be  known  to  the  learned  Europeans  hereafter,  ib. 

Creeks^  greatly  honour'd  Men  of  Abilities,  5  i .  Very- 
much  opprefs'd  by  the  Turks,  90.  Subdued  Egypt^ 
221.  Underfbnd  not  the  antient  Language,  ib.  Not 
fo  idolatrous  as  the  Egyptians,  286,  287.  Their 
Women  frank  and  fmcere,  6j. 

Gregory,  St.  the  Great,  Pope,  condemns  Li'vy  to  the 
Hames,   121. 

Grifonety  or  Scribler,  a  Name  invented  to  defcribe  the 
wretched  Condition  of  a  Hackney-Writer,  151,   152. 

Grotius,  his  Hifl.  excellent,  but  his  Continuation  bad,  yy, 

Cuariniy  his  Pajior  Fido  as  good  as  FirgiTs  Eclogues,  and 
better  than  thofe  of  Theocritus,  167. 

H. 

Hakkadojh  Rabbi,  Judah,  Author  of  the  Mi/na,  the 
firft  Compilation  of  the  Talmud,   29. 

Hamma.      See  J  fa. 

Happinefs,  how  Mankind  is  miftaken  about  it,,  i  36.  It 
confiils  in  Virtue,  Health,  and  a  Competency,  137. 
Good  Senfe  and  Honefty  the  only  Means  to  arrive  to 
it,    136. 

Hardouin  the  Jefuit,  Rcfle6\ions  upon  his  extravagant 
Syftem  for  running  down  the  Authority  of  almoil  all 
the  antient  Writers,  305,  Sec.  What  Authors  he  ex- 
cepted, 306.  Surnam'd  The  Eternal  Father  of  the 
Mad-houfej,  ib.  Confuted  by  la  Croze,  Norris,  See.  ib. 
His  Aim  was  to  ruin  the  Credit  of  the  Editions  of 
the  Fathers  publilh'd  by  the  BenediSlins,  311. 

Hatred 
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Hatred  on  the  Score  of  Religion,  the  moH  terrible,  46. 

Health,  one  of  the  Sources  of  Human  Happinefs,  137. 

Hea'ven,  four  Ways  to  go  to  it,  21^.  I'he  great  Art 
of  the  Bigots  is  to  fecure  it  on  their  Side,   284. 

Heirs,  their  Grimaces  to  their  dying  Friends,  96,  97. 

Hell  Torments,  the  Eternity  of  'em  diibeliev'd  by  the 
Wits,  and  why,   22,   23. 

Hejiry  IV.  afTalTmatcd  by  Ra^jaillac,  6^6.  Set  upon  the 
Throne  by  the  Protefiants,  127,  and  Fref.  Re-elb- 
blifhes  his  Government  as  much  by  Good  nature  as 
the  Sword,  Dedic.  His  Ixlarrirgc  a  Pretext  to  ruia 
him,   142.     His  Franknels  and  Sincerity,  253. 

Herculei"^  St:itue  at  Rome,   23c. 

Heroes,  their  great  Obligation  to  Men  of  Learning,  55,  56. 

Hieroglyphic  Charafters  loft  i<.s   well  as  the  Coptic,  221. 

Highn.vaymen,  their  Qualities  as  commendable  as  thofe, 
of  Conquerors  and  Tyrants,   252,  253,  263. 

Hippocrates,  his  firft  Aphorifra,  97. 

Hijiorians,  Heroes,  {ffr.  very  much  oblig'd  to  them,  5^,. 
56.  Good  ones  very  fcarce,  74.  Their  being  fo  nu- 
merous, fo  defeftive,  and  fo  irnmethodical,  ^^^vy  hurt- 
ful, ih,  and  75.  The  antient  ones  excellent,  ih.  What 
they  ought  to  be,  78.  Partiality  the  prevailing  Vice 
of  the  greateft  Part,  79.  Popilh  ones  very  abufive,. 
80.  A  pleafant  Account  of  the  Manner  of  compof- 
ing  bad  Hiilories,   152,  &c. 

Bljicry,  the  Continuations  of  Hiflories  commonly  very 
bad,  75,  76,  &c.  What  Care  they  require,  78.  How 
they  ought  to  be  read,  ib.  The  Antients  excel  in 
Hiilory,   167. 

Hockjht,  Defeat  of  the  Trench  there,  261. 

Holland,  Friars  tolerated  there  in  a  Lay- Habit,  14. 
Few  Devils  known  in  that  Country,  becaufe  the. 
Monks  dare  not  let  them  be  fecn,  1-32.  Its  Govern- 
ment wife,  and  not  ambitious  of  Conqueft^  263. 

Homer,  as  well  known  as  Achilles,   56.     Ail  excellent 
Poet,    167.     Has    great  Faults,  but  charming  Beau- 
ties, ih.     The  Darling  of  this  Part  of  the  World,  as 
well  as  of  Gr^rr^,  265. 
Upneji  Women,  for  their  Security  the  Venetians  autho- 
rise^ 
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rize  Courtezans,  88.  Sixtus  ^intus  did  better  for 
that  Purpofe  when  he  punifh'd  Debauchees,  ih. 

Honour  demands  Revenge  for  Affronts,   82. 

Horace^  his  Editions  by  the  Monks  caflra ted,  121,  122. 
The  Excellency  of  his  Odes,  169.  Quoted  with  rc- 
fpecl  to  a  Country  Life,  222.  Upon  his  future  Re- 
putation, 265.  All  his  Odes  fpurious,  according  to 
Hardouifiy    308. 

liujhands,  their  Jealoufy  authorized,  and  by  whom,  42. 

Hymen y  the  Tomb  of  Love,    72. 

Hypccrijy,   how  dctcflablc,    186,    1S7. 

Janifofiy  his  Siate  of  the  United  Proi'inceSy  a  poor  mer- 
cenary Performance,  owing  to  the  Envy.of  the  Author, 
and  the  Avarice  of  the  Eookfeller,   77. 

Jar.fenijls,  their  Convulfionaries  very  great  Knaves,  1 14, 
Their  Books  abufive,  efpecially  their  Nowvellcs  Eccle- 
f.afiiquesy  125.  Prohibited  in  vain,  124.  Think  of 
nothing  but  incre.ifing  their  Party,  125.  Are  dan- 
gerous Impodor?,  126.  Their  hypocritical,  abufive, 
?,nd  feditious  Charadler,  ib.  Are  Litigious  and  Ca- 
villers, 230.  Decry  the  Archbifhop  of  Pan's,  and 
accept  his  ^;(?'L7^r)',  23  r,  232.  Their  Number  in- 
creasM  by  the  violent  Proceedings  of  the  Council  of 
AmhruK,  242.  The  fharp  Difpute  of  a  Couple  of  'cnv 
>\ith  a  MoliniJ},  266,  Sec.  Are  branded  as  Impoftors, 
267.      The  old  J^;7/fr?/?j  worthy  of  Elleem,   Prrf, 

Janfenius,  the  ISloliniJu  foift  his  pretended  Propcfitions 
in  the  fpurious  Editions  of  his  A-uguJlinus,   21  3. 

Januarztts,  St.  tha  annual  Miracle  of  the  Ebullition,  or 
Bubbling  of  his  Blood,  176,  177.  Tht  Ncapolita?:! 
vvoqM  certainly  be  up  in  Arms  if  this  Miracle  did  not 
happen  every  Year,  ib.  A  fevere  Apoflrophe  upon 
thisOccaficn,    177. 

Iconium,  Battle,  St.  George  fought  there  in  Pcrfon,   36, 

Idols,  how  the  Chinefe  correal  theirs,    in. 

Jealous,  approv'd  by  all  Hufbands,   42. 

Jeremiah,  Prophet,  a  Church  built  to  his  Name  a£^ 
Venice,  115.  One  of  his  Teeth  kept  there  as  big^ 
as  the  Tooth  of  a  Horfe,  ib. 

Jefuits^. 
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yefuits,  commended  for  their  Politenefs  and  good  M^a- 
ners.  Pre/.  Banifh'd  out  of  Holland  and  England,  14. 
Their  dangerous  and  formidable  Charader,  15.  Not 
much  addided  to  Women,  ib.  Are  very  artful,  1 1 4, 
Banifh'd  by  the  Venetians^  and  re-eftablilh'd,  116. 
Their  Books  of  the  A/<?//«//?^  Difpute  prohibited,  i  25. 
All  they  think  of  is  how  to  increafe  their  Party,  ib> 
Their  unlimited  Ambition,  and  their  A6ls  of  Violerxe, 
1 27.  Their  tyrannical  A bufe  of  the  Lcttres  de  Cachet^  ib. 

Je^s,  how  fuperilitious,  27,  &c.  Are  more  Slaves  to 
their  Traditions  than  to  the  Law,  27,  28.  The  Unity 
of  God  the  B.ifis  of  their  Faith,  32.  Their  artful. 
Ufe  of  Tradition  againft  the  Papiiis,  35.  Are  re- 
vengeful and  treacherous,  45.  What  Crimes  they  are 
accus'd  of,  ib.  Much  tormented  by  the  Turks,  91. 
Cruelly  treated  ^nd  perfecuted  by  the  Perjians,  ib. 
Seduc'd  hy  Sabbathai  Se'viy  93.  The  Portuguefe  yenjcs 
mortally  hate  the  Germans,  94.  The  Venetian  Churches 
bear  the  Names  of  the  Je^  Saints,  1 1 4.  Their  Cre- 
dulity in  falfe  MeJJiahs,  i  30.   The  Nazarenes  Partiali- 

'  ty  againft  'em,  117.  Will  tolerate  no  other  Religion, 
Zi^.  Cannot  obtain  Leave  to  fearch  the  7yber,.Z2(). 

Ignatius  of  Loyola  expell'd  Devils  with  a  Verfe  out-  of 

f^if-gi^>.  133- 
Ignorant,  the  Learned  fuffer'd  them  to  triumph,  becaufe 

they  don't  care  for  the  difagreeable  Talk  to  refute 

them,   305. 
Ilium.      See  Troy. 

Images,  forbid  to  be  made  by  God,   177. 
Imans  TiXi^  Der'vifoes ,   one  of  their  Impofturcs,  283,  &;C. 

Are  great  Miracle-mongers,.  288. 
Impojiors  are  to  be  met  with  every  where,  132.     kn 

Impofture  concerning  the  Tomb  of  Plato,   33.     One 

by  the  Dervifhes  of  Cairo,   283. 
Incarnatisn,  an  Impofture  of  the  Nazarenes  concern- 
ing it,   33. 
India-fius,  pioufly  perfecuted  by  the  Spaniards,   38. 
Indulgences,  the  current  Coin  of  the  Court  of  Ro^/ie,  144. 

One  of  the  Mines  of  the  Monks,  280. 
Jnjoyment  is  the  Tomb  of  Love,  72. 

Inq^ui-^ 
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Inquifitiony  furnam'd  The  Holy  Office y  86.  Compliments 
People  at  the  fame  time  that  it  burns  them,  37. 
Very  much  curb'd  at  Venice,  86.  ComparM  to  the 
Ottoman  Court,  89.  The  State  Inquifition  at  Venice^ 
very  fevere,  but  very  wife,   84. 

InquifttorSy   their  cruel  Infolence,   37. 

Jntegrity^  one  of  the  Sources  of  Human  Happinefs,  136. 

Jn-vocation  of  the  Saints,  preferred  by  the  Naz,arenes 
before  x-^ddrefTes  to  God,  48.  Their  vain  Sophiftry 
on  that  Head,   49. 

Job,  a  Jell  upon  the  Church  of  his  Name  at  Venice,  1 15, 

Jocbanain,  Rabbi,  Author  of  the  fecond  Compilation  of 
the  Talmud  of  Jerufalem^  worfe  than  the  iirlt,   29. 

Jofephus,  the  Papilts  accused  of  having  foiiled  a  Faflagc 
in  his  Hirtory,    213. 

Jojhiia  received  the  Oral  Law  from  Mofes,  and  commu- 
nicated it  to  the  LXX  Elders,   28. 

Journal  des  Tre'voux,  extremely  partial,  and  much  de- 
fpifed,    156,    158, 

Jotirnals,  literary  Traps  laid  for  Senfe  and  Reafon,  164. 

Joiirnalijlsy  fome  in  Bookfelleis  Pay,  156,  165.  Many 
Idiots   the  Fools  of  their  Management,    164. 

Italians,  their  liable,  but  jealous  Love,  68.  Their 
Prelates  abufive  and  ignorant,  80.  Very  fuperftitious, 
82,  173.  More  or  lefs  corrupted  according  to  their 
Submilfion  to  the  Monks,  82.  Their  Politics  wicked, 
143,256.  Sorry  Tragedians,  168.  Their  Preachers 
true  Harlequins  and  Scaramouches,  169.  Are  as 
great  Bigots  and  Slaves  to  the  Monks  as  the  Spa- 
niards, 174.  Very  fond  of  Miracles,  176.  Furi- 
ous Pcrfecutors,   215, 

Italy  ravag'd  by  xht  Barbarians,   261. 

Julian,  Emperor,  his  great  Virtues,  80.  His  moll  in- 
jurious Treatment  by  the  Fathers,  ib.  His  Defence 
by  la  Mothe  le  Vayer^  ib. 

Jujlice,  B iron's  Maxim  was,  that  the  Military  Gentry 
ought  not  to  fear  it,  84.  Horribly  flow,  and  often 
not  very  equitable,   225. 

Jufiin  M^r/jr  obferv'd  Nazarenifm  in  Plato,   33. 

Juvenal,  his  Editions  by  the  Monks  caftrated,  121.     A 

Quota- 
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'<;)jotation  from  him  againfl:  the   ridiculous  Worfhlp  of 
the  Egyptians,   285. 

i-j. 

La  Crc'ze,  his  Vtndicicc  <veteru?n  Scriptorum,  ngiinft  the 
extravagant  Hypothefis  of  Father  Hardouin^   306. 

Laity,  always  Dupes  to  the  Fraud  and  Hypocriiy  of  the 
Monks   and  Clergy,    115,   287. 

Lanceta,  an  able  Mufician,   5  1 . 

Languet,  the  Parfon  of  St.  Sulpice,  a  turbulent  -Fanatic, 
232,  How  he  rav'd  againll  the  Breviary  of  Paris,  ib. 
His  Book  burnt  by  the  common  Hangman,  ib.  He  tak«s 
Money  from  all  Se6ls  for  building  his  Church,  233. 

Larrey,  his  Hiftory  of  the  feven  wife  Men,  a  bad  one, 
76.  His  Hiflories  of  Zf-a/V  XIV,  2x1^  William  III, 
mean  and  contradictory,  ib. 

Launoy,  a  Roman  Catholic  of  good  Senfe,   Pre/. 

Laufanne,  the  Capital  of  the  Vaudoes  Country  ;  the 
Charafter  of  its  Inhabitants,  242,  243. 

Lanv,  written,  the  Rabbles  fuppofe  it  to  have  been 
given  to  Mofes  in  the  Day-time,  and  explain'd  by  the 
Oral  Law  in  the  Night,  28.  The  latter  pafs'd  from 
him  to  Jojhtia,  to  the  LXX  Elders,  to  the  Prophets, 
and  to  the  Sanhedrin,  ib. 

La^vs,  as  much  fuperior  to  Sovereigns,  as  they  are  to 
the  People,  108.  Shou'd  be  accommodated  to  Times 
and  Circumftances,  209.  Judges  of  Men,  and  the 
Sovereigns  their  Executioners,    1 12. 

La^v-Suits,  their  tedious  Length,   225,    226. 

League,  (in  France)  the  Duke  of  Maine's  Debaucheries 
put  an  End  to  it,   72. 

Learned,  very  much  defpis'd  by  \}i\Q.Sa'Voyards,  52.  How 
ufeful  to  Mankind,  53.  The  modeft  Charafler  of  the 
truly  learned,  ib.  Not  fo  much  confider'd  as  a  Fool  of 
Quality,  54.  Pofterity  does  them  Juftice,  i;5,  56.  Theif 
Advantage  over  Heroes,  Conquerors,  and  Princes,  56. 
Univerfally  known  and  efteem'd,  ib.  Their  Writings 
procure  more  Eileem  than  their  Perfons,  58.  Give  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Ignorant  by  defpifmg  them,  305. 

^gats,  and  other  Minifters  of  the  Pope's,  Workers  ef 
kebeilion,  141. 

Lelio, 
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■Lelioy  an /^^/;^«  Comedian,  a  miierable  Writer,   1. 
Letiy  Gregorio,  his    impious   Maxim,  that  an  KlUorian 

fhou'd  be  of  no  Religion,   79. 
Ltttres  dtCathet,  how  they  are  abus'd  by  the  Jejuits,  127. 
Lettres  Juinjes,  defended  againft  bad  Critics,  Prtf. 
Leivis  Xn,  King  of  f ranee ^  his  Sincerity  and  Candor, 

253.     I'he  Father  of  his  People,  Vb. 
Leivis  XIV,  or  le  Grand,   King  of  France,   too   much 
difparag'd,  and  too  much  extoH'J  by  Lnrrey,  76.   Kis 
Orders  to  have  Titus  Livy  zoxi\\\z7iX.,    122.      His  Li- 
berality to  bad  Authors,  particularly  Chapelain,  while 
he  fufrer'd  Patrii  to   flarve,    203.     He  lays  out  vsA. 
Sums   at  Verfailles,   228,     Sends  for  Antiques  from 
Rome,   230.     Is  beaten  at  Hochjlet,  and  vidlorious  at 
Denain,    261. 
Libertines,  very  quiet  in  France,    127. 
Liberty,  civil,  very  great  at  A'^w/V^,  65. 
Libraries,  very  forry  ones  in  Piedmont,    52. 
Z-;//c',   <S/Var  ^^,  his  Timon  de  Mifantrope,  and  his  Arle- 
quin  Savage  good  Comedies,   2.     Falfly  afcrib'd  to  a 
Phyfician  at  the  Hague,  ib. 
himiers,  his  Continuation  of  il/fz^r^j?,  bad,   77. 
Locke,  very  mod  eft,   53.     A  great  Metaphyfician,  167. 
Loretto,  great  Indulgences  gain^'d  there,  137.     Story  of 
the  Clergy  concerning  the   Houfe    which  is    vifited 
there,    171.     Very  much  reverencM  and  frequented, 
172.     People  go  to  it  as  to  a  Ball  and  a  Mafquerade, 
ih.     Devotion,    or   rather  comic  Eehavicur  of  the 
Pilgrims  there,  ib.     A  Conjedlure  touching  this  pious 
Fraud,  172,  173. 
Lo'-je,   that  of   fcveral   Nations  charaflerifed,  67 — 73. 
"Gentle  and  folid  in  Jfia,   70.      'Tis  the  Life  of  the 
Str.ge,   5.    Women  more  conftant  in  it  than  in  Friend- 
fiiip,  41,  44.     It  exercifes  its  full  Power  over  them, 
43.     Is  a  Prefent  from  Heaven,  71.     The  Father  of 
the  Arts,  &c.  ib.  Is  extinguifh'd  by  Marriage  and  Fru- 
ition, 72.     Never  lofes  its  Prerogatives,   102.    Gave 
rife  to   Sculpture  and  Painting,  7 1 . 
Lovers,  French,  wanton  and  faucy,  iickle  and  treac'he- 
ipus,  41,  42,  43. 

JLouvien, 
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■Lou-viers,  Exorcifms  of  People  there  that  were  poflef^^S 

with  an  evil  Spirit,   275. 
Lucretius  unfolds  the  Secrets  of  Nature,   56.     Is  pre- 

ferv'tl   intire,    122.     His  Book  pernicious  as  to  the 

Deity,  but  admirable  in  all  other  Refpeds,  ib. 
ZyeSf  always  odious,  254.     How  abhorr'd  by  the  Pet' 

JtanSj  ib. 

M. 
Mahillon,  a  Catholic  of  good  Senfe,  Pre/. 
Macedonians y  the   Rapidity  of  their  Conquelb,   260. 
Machianjely  the  Impiety  of  his  Maxim,  that  an  Hiftorian 

ought  to  have  no  Religion,  79.     His  Politics  detell* 

able,  255,  256. 
Macrifiy  a  Turkijh  Do6lor,  Enemy  to  Miracles,   288. 
Magdalena,  St.  the  Egyptian,  a.  Venetian  Harlot  builds 

a  Chapel  to  her  out  of  her  Gains,   1 14. 
Mahometans  treat  the  Je^s  and  Greeks  very  ill,  91,  92, 

their  Dervifhes  as  knavifh  as  the  Friars,  283. 
Mahometan  Wives  very  fubjedl  to  .cuckold   their  Huf- 

bands,  who  make  them  believe  that  their  Souls  are 

mortal,    103. 
Maine,  Duke  of,  his  Debaucheries  put  an  End  to  his 

Rebellion,  72. 
Maitre,  le,  his  Eloquence  inferior  to  that  of  the  An- 

tients,   169.     A  great  Quo ter,  200.     Not  fo  perfect 

as  the  Ecclefiaftical  Orators,   203. 
Malherbe,  his  Odes,  tho'  beautiful,  inferior  to  thofe  of 

theAntients,   169. 
Mallebranche    quoted  againft   Queflions  not  to  be  re- 

folv'd,  293.     And  concerning   the  Method  of  Des 

Cartes,   294. 
Marat ti.  Carlo,  an  illuftrious  Painter,   48. 
Marble,  not  common  in  the  Buildings  of  France^  227, 

But  little  of  it  at  Verfailles,  228.     The  Turks  take  it 

from  the  Monuments  of  the  antient  Towns,  ib. 
Mari'vaux,   his  Double  Inconjlance^   and  La  Surprife  de 

r Amour  commended,  2. 
Mark,  St.  the  Patron  of  the  Venetians^  his  magnificent 

Temple,  63. 

Mark 
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Hark  Anthony  finely  painted  by  Foliaire,  8.  RcbukM 
for  his  Rapacloufnefs,  253. 

Marofi  his  Poetry  quoted  by  Boikau,  but  not  his  Pfahns, 

3  10. 
Marriagey  Celibacy   oppofed    to   it,  4-9,    50.     Pius  J, 
would  have  it  repermitted  to  the  Priefts,   50.. 

Murtinifre  [Bruzen  la)  his  Introdu6lion  to  the  Hiftory  cf 
Af.a,  Africa,iVi^  America^  a  very  bad  Compilation,  81, 

Mafr,  a.  Town  abandoned  for  Cairo,   282. 

Mediocrity,  ufcful  to  the  Prefervation  of  States,   263. 

Meezledin,  a   Caliph,  conquers  Egypt,   281, 

Meir,  Rabbi,  adds  fome  ridiculous  Things  to  the  Tal- 
mud,   30. 

Men,  not  fo  conftant  as  the  Women,  42.  The  Caufei 
<3yf  their  Vices  and  Diforders,  70.  Avv'd  by  Fear, 
109.  Pope's  ElTay  on  them,  134,  &c.  A  Lcdur« 
againft  their  Pn'de,  ib.  Honeily  and  -good  Senfe  the 
Sources  of  their  Happinefs,  ib.  Always  deceiving 
and  deceived,   287,   288. 

Men  under  equal  to  Moliere,    168. 

Meffiah,  Hiilory  of  a  Counterfeit  one,  namM  Sabha- 
thai  Se-vi^  92,  Sec.  Of  another  that  callM  himlelf 
the  Poor  Me^ah,    130,    131. 

MeJJina,  the  Daughter  of  the  Dutch  Conful  there  de- 
bauch'd,  and  himlelf  put  in  Danger,  117 — 120. 

Method,  the  Schoolmen  had  but  little,  and  that  very- 
bad,   293. 

Mexicafis,  the  prodigious  Number  of  'em  put  to  Death 
hy  thQ  Spaniards,    38. 

Mczerai  afcribes  the  End  of  the  League  to  the  Drtke  of 
Maine's  Debaucheries,  72.  His  Book  will  live  to  Po- 
fterity,  75.     The  Continuation  of  it  very  bad,  77. 

Milan,  its  Manners  and  Cufloms,  i38,  &c.  Milanefe 
very  jealous,  1 89.  Its  Patrons  Charles  Bcrromco  and 
the  Holy  Nail,  ib.  They  accommodate  their  Super- 
iiition  to  their  Pleafures,  190.  Their  Theatrical 
Reprefentations,  and  the  Manner  of  applauding  them, 
191.  Their  Nobility  covetous,  192.  Their  AiTailins 
numerous,   ib.     Their  Reliques,    194,    195. 

Military.     See  0£iC4rs. 

Vol.  II.  CL  Milt^.u 
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Milton  inferior  to  the  Antients,    167. 
Miuarets,   Steeples  of  the  Tarij,   283. 
Miracles,  the   Nazarenes   very   fond  of  'em,   33,   35^, 
Efpecially  the  Italians,  175,    176.     That  of  the  De- 
vil of  a  Hog,.  1 76.     That  of  the  Bubbling  of  St.  Ja-^ 
nuarius\  Blood,  ib.     Thofe  of   the   Holy   Nail    at 
Milan,    189.      That  of  St.  Charles  Borromeo'z  Nofe, 
1 94.     That  of  St.  Martin,  with  regard  to  the  Cow 
that  was  be-devil'd,   280.     That  of  a   Turkijh  Saint^ 
283,  &c.   The  Arabians  not  fond  of  Miracles,  288. 
Mifna,   the  firft   Compilation   of  the  Talmud  by  Rabbi 
Jiidah  HakkadoJJjy  not  fo  ridiculous  as  thofe  that  fol- 
lowed,  29. 
Mifftons^  often  the  Occafions  of  Debauchery,    102. 
Mijirejfcs  of  the  Clergy,  and  Financiers,  the  moft  h^.ppy, 
73.     Their  various  Fortunes,  and  their  End'  at  lalt, 
ih.     Thofe  of  the  Venetian  Prelates  and  Priefts  very 
vain  and  indifcrcet,    140. 
Mode,  the  Motive  of  Commentators  Praife,    164. 
Moderns  and  Antients,  how  the  Difpute  about  the  Prefer- 
ence to  be  given  to  either  fliou'd  be  fettled,  1 67  to  1 70. 
Modejiy,  the  Endowment  of  the  truly  Learned,   54. 
Moliere,   the  Excellency  of  his  good  Plays,  and  Folly 
of  the  indiiTerent  ones,    3.      Comparable,  if  not  fu- 
perior  to  tlie  Greek  ones,  ib.  and  168. 
Molinijls  are  gooa-natur'd  and  polite,  bat  ambitious  and 
periccating,    127,    128.      Are  the   Caufe  of  half  the 
Calamities  of  France,  ib.     Foift  live  Propofitions  into 
the  fraudulent  Editions  of  Janfenius,   213.     Are  liti- 
gious and  Cbicaneers,    230.      Fail  upon  the  Bre-viary 
of  Paris,  and  run  down  the  Archbiftiop,  231.     The 
Difcretion  of  tlie  Je/uits,  234.     The  Difpute  of  one 
.with  two  Janfsnijis,    266,  &C. 
Monarchs.     See  So-vereigns. 

Monks,  their  Life  defcrib'd,  9,  10,  hz.  Their  Unpro- 
fitabienefs,  13.  The  Prejudice  they  do,  ib.  Are 
the  Pope's  Troops,  14.  Tolerated  in  England  and 
.Holland  with  the  Lay  Habit,  ib.  Very  much  ad- 
dided  to  the  Women,  15.  A  pernicious  Genera- 
t-TOn,  ib.     Their  Writings   full   of  Invevtives,    80. 

Tht.r 
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Their  Power  d^pr^ffes  the  People,  82.    Have  Toiti^ 
Credit  with  the  Soldiery,  84.     Have  no   Power  at 

Venicgy  85,   86.     Pay  Tribute  for  Concubinage,   88. 
Take  care  to  iiir  up  thofe  that  are  dying  to  remem* 
ber  them,  99,   100.     Abufe   the  Nuns  Retreats,  ib, 
and   101.     Are  very  diflblute  at  Venice,    117,    139, 
&c.     Have  cailrated  and   dellroy'd   many  Writing?, 
120.     Their  Diihonefty  reftrain'd  by  Printing,    121. 
But  they  fubjed  it   to   a   kind  of  Inqulfition,    124, 
Truck  their  Prayers  for  the  Favours  of  Harlots,  138. 
Abandon  themfelves  to  all  the  Pleafures  of  the  Car- 
nival at  Venice  and  Milan,  where  they  a<^  Comedies, 
138,    191.     Caufe //f/zry  IV  to  be  ailaflinated,  146. 
7  heir  Abufe   of  the   Sanduaries  of  Churches,   193. 
Are  greedy,  and  Lyars,   194.     The  Caufcs  of  moll 
Dillurbances,   246.     Their  Abufe  and  Traffic  of  Re- 
lics,  280.      Their   three  Mines,  ^ji^.   Relics,  Indul- 
gences, and  Demoniacs,  ib.     They  cannot   live  with- 
out Caballing,   289.     Are  bred  to  difpute   tternally, 
ib.     Dcfpife   good    Senfe  and  Reafon,   291.     I'heir 
Habit  a  iuperllitious  Garb,    145. 
Montaigne,  a  Quotation   from   him  concerning  Cruelty, 
204.     He  predidls  the  Fall  of  the  Arijlotdian  Philo- 
fophy,    296. 
ivlontanari,  an  able  Mufician,   5  i . 
Momments  don't  immortalize  Sovereigns,    265.     Ufeful 

only  to  the  middling  Sort  of  People,  ib. 
Mvral  of  the  Antients  very  beautiful,'  167. 
]\Iorea  taken  from  the  Venetians  by  the  Turh,   262. 
Mofes,  how  the  n.vr4tten  and  the  oral  Laws  were  received 
according   to   the   Rabbies,  28.     A  Banter  upon  the 
Church  of  his  Name  at  Venice,    1 15.     His  Rod  pre- 
ferv'd  at  Milan  and  RQ7ne,   1 94,  t^c.  The  idle  Stories 
of  it  by  Abarbanel^,  ib.      Hib  Brazen  Serpent  at  Mi- 
lan, ib.     A  ye^M  of  Candia  pretends   to  be  the  an- 
tient  Mofes,  and  ruins  many  crcdulou'  Je^s,   131. 
Motte,  Houdart  de  la,  defpis'd,    167.     JHii  Odes,  the' 

good,  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  Antients,   169. 
Multiplication  commanded  to  tiie  Jetvs,   50. 
Jl/K;W;,hi§Leuer§  Qn  "-MFrench  and£«^/^^^j-:uci5*d,  2 19, 

Q.2  "  M'ic::.' 
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Mfrfic  fupplles  in  Chorufles  the  Defed  of  the  antlent 
Theatrical  Pieces,  6. 

N. 

'Natl,  Holy,  at  Milan,  fuppos'd  to  -come  out  of  the 
real  Crofs,  189.  The  Miracles  afcrib'd  to  it,  ib. 
Half  a  hundred  more  of  'em  in  Europe,  ib. 

Naples,  City,  often  ravag'd,  173.  Its  fine  Monuments, 
ib.  'Tis  large,  regular,  and  more  beautiful  in  the 
general  than  the  chief  Cities  of  Europe,  ib.  Not  fo 
pleafant  to  live  in  as  Rome,  175.  Its  Court  in  clofe 
Alliance  with  that  of  Spain,   238. 

Narrati'Ves,   the  beft  often  imperfedl,    32. 

Nathan, Benjamin,  Rabbi, aDifciple of  Sabbathai  Sei'i,g^. 

Nazarenes,  Primitive,  moft  of  'em  Platonics,  33.  A- 
fcribe  a  Prophecy  to  Plato,  ib.  Rely  upon  Tricks  and 
Jmpollures,  34.  Very  fond  of  Miracles  and  Prodi- 
gies, 33,  35.  Ready  to  revive  the  Croifades,  36. 
Negledl  God  to  pray  to  the  Saints,  48.  Charadlers  of 
their  Love,  67,  68,  71.  Ruin  themfelves  with  the 
Courtezans,  while  they  condemn  the  Mahometans 
Plurality  of  Wives,  73,  Their  Hiitorians  very  par- 
tial and  abufive,  80.  Are  agreed  as  to  the  Iniquity 
of  War,  and  make  it  without  any  Scruple  or  Mercy, 
84.  Mcll  of  'em  give  Legacies  to  Monks,  99.  Their 
Partiality  againft  xXx^Jc^os,  177.  Their  Cruelties  to- 
Vv'ards  the  cloifter'd  Nuns,  203,  to  209.  Oblig'd  to 
£x  their  Antiquity  as  well  as  the  Jeivs,  at  the  Cre- 
ation of  the  World.  220.  The  Perfecutions  of  'em 
increafe  their  Number,  241.  Are  very  credulous  as 
to  the  PoiTeffion  of  Demoniacs,   274,  280. 

Na%arenifm  wants  no  Impofture,  34.  Is  only  £t  to 
make  Cowards,   82. 

Nazareth,  the  Virgin  Mary's  Habitation  carry 'd  thence 
through  the  Air  to  Dalmatia  and  Italy,    171. 

Neapolitans,  the  moil  wicked  People  in  Europe,  173. 
Their  Banditti  extirpated  by  the  Germans  and  Spa- 
niards,  I  74.  Their  Difpofition  to  the  Germans,  French, 
and  Spaniards,  ib.  Even  thofe  of  Diilindion  ftupid, 
and  ignorant,  175.  Their  Nobility  go  to  live  at 
Kme^  ib.     The   Beauty  and  Magnificence  of  their 

Temples, 
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Temples,  ib.  Are  very  fuperlHtions,!  t6.  Are  Bupes 
to  their  Miracle  of  St.  JanuanuSy  176.  A  fmarc 
Pvefle(5lion  upon  it,    177. 

l^ero,  born    for  tiie  Punilliment  of  the    Romans,    i  10. 

Nc-^-vhoff,  Baron  de,  proclaims  himfelf  King  of  Corftca, 
106.      See  Theodore  I. 

Nei-vton,  Sir  Ifcmcy  commended  by  Pope^  135.  A  great 
Natural  PJiiiofopher,    167. 

Nicholas^  Father,  a  Carmelite y  deferv'd  hanging,  267. 
His  Debaucheries,   273, 

Kobility,  their  Folly  more  honour'd  than  real  Merit,  54. 
Charaders  of  the  petty  Nobility  of  Germany ^  55. 
They  imagine  they  fhall  have  tiic  Regard  of  Follerity, 
59.  A  pleafant  Story  of  one  of  this  Stamp,  ib.  The 
Poor  always  defpifcd,  63.  The  Venitiafn  proud  and 
haughty,  61.  'Fhe  KeapoHtaus  ignorant  and  Ilupid, 
175.  The  Milanefe  covetous,  192.  Their  Cruelty 
to  their  Daughters  in  Nunneries,  209.  Not  fo  mucli 
efleem'd  as  formerly,   55. 

AW;-/j,his  MilcsMacedonicus'^^^xw^ Father //^r^'i?;////, 306. 

Nowi'elles  EccleJiaJJiques,   fediiious  and  abufive,    125. 

iVa/f J,  their  Gallantry  at  Ft'^/Vf,  139.  A<^Comedies  at 
Milafty  191.  Thofe  of  Paris  more  chafke,  but  much 
reftrain'd,  204.  Ufeful  and  folid  RcflcL'^ions  upon 
their  Lives,  ib.  Sec.  The  Arts  made  ufe  of  to  con- 
fine 'em,  206,  207. 

O. 

Odfi  the  Antients  perfe6l,  but  that  of  the  Moderns 
indifferent,   169. 

O^ersy  the  chimerical  Hopes  with  which  the  Meancft 
feed  thcmfclves,  59.  Are  rough,  haughty,  and  un- 
fulTerable,   299,   500. 

OntSy  Ifacc,  one  of  the  Corrcfpondents  in  thefc  Letter?;, 
being  difgulled  at  the  Abfurdities  of  the  Talmud, 
tMvn.^  Cara:te\  28,  3c,  39.  Abiindons  Conjlantinople, 
89.  And  arrives  at  S-nrr-ia,  128.  hr.  Alexandria, 
218.      At  Cairoy    281. 

Orafcrs,  the  antlent  Gree^  and  Rc-^nan  vzry  much  fupe- 
rior  to   the  Moderns,    169.     The  Fz-fAv/Ws ft ly  infe- 
rior,  196.     Circumftances,  the  Caufe  of  iuch   Dif- 
0^3  fsrence, 
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rerenee,   197.     The  Laity  not  fo  perfefl  Orators  a» 
the  Clergy,   202.     See  Advocates. 

Oratory,  Fathers  of,  Haunch  Janfenijls,   Pre/. 

Orleans,  Duke  of,  revives  the  Italian  Comedy  at  Paris,2, 

Ofman,  Eafha.     See  Bonneval,  Count  Je. 

OJfaty  Cardinal,  reports  a  Confeffion  made  by  Pope. 
Cleme?it  VIII,  touching  the  Maffacre  of  St.  Bartholo- 
me-a;,    142. 

Oind,  his  Medea  loft  and  commended,  4.  How  it  vvouM 
be  criticised  if  it  ihou'd  be  ever  recovered,  308.  His 
delicate  Lamentation  of  his  Sufferings  in  his  Elegies, 
56.  The  Editions  of  him  by  the  Monks  caftrated, 
121.     Beauty  of  his  Elegies,   169. 

Oj'/ of  Confirmation,  a  pleafant  Thought  upon  it,  100. 
P. 

Fadua,  its  Univerfity  admits  ProfcfTors  of  all  Reli- 
gions, 87. 

'fainting  eileemM,  but   ill   executed   in  Piedmont ^  52. 

Palaces  defpis'd  by  the  Bedouins,   222. 

Fapijls,  their  Writers  abufive,  ^o.  Great  Corrupters 
of  Books,  213.  Their  Averfion  to  any  Religion  but 
their  own,  215.  The  Banifcment  of  'em  from /r^- 
lafid  only  ferv'd  to  increafe  the  Number  of  them 
there,   241. 

Paradife,  four  ways   that  lead  to  it,   214. 

Parents  in  France  cruel  to  their  Children  in  Convents^ 

204.  Ufeful  RefleiTiions  upon  it,  205,  209.  The  Arti- 
fices they  make  ufe  of  to  this  End,  205,  206,  207. 

Paris,  City,  a  ridiculous  Quellion  of  a  Neapolitan  No- 
bleman concerning  its  Harbour,  175.  Little  Marble 
in  its  Building?,  227.  The  Centre  of  Nonfenfe  as 
v/ell  as  of  good  Senfe^  304^ 

Paris,  the  Abbe,  a  Jatifenifi  Deacon,  his  pretended 
Miracles  ridicurd,  125.  Has  no  Advocates  now  but 
the  Fifh-women,  47.  Corrupts  the  Minds  of  a  Mul- 
titude of  People,-  132. 

Parthians,  their  Abhorrence  of  a  Lye,  254.  Their 
Education  of  their  Children,  ib.  Not  fo  idolatrous 
as  the  Egyptians,  ib. 

Partiality  ^t\iQ  prevailing  \^ice  of  many  Hiftorians,79,  80. 

Pajfcigs- 
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Pajfagc-hoat^  Inconveniencies  fufrej-ed  in  it,  2  89,  <&c. 

Patriarchs,  Kings,  and  Fathers  of  their  FamilieF,  ico. 

Patrif^  his  Eloquence  inferior  to   that  of  the  Antienr^, 

169.     Equal  to  CrV^ro  in  common  Caufes,  199.    Not 

fo  perfcd  as  the  Church  Orators,  203.      Labours  for 

Glory,  but  dies   a  Beggar,  ib.     The   Generofity  of 

Des  Preaux  to  him,   ib. 

Paul,  the  Deacon,  maintains  an  Impoflure  touching  the 

Incarnation,   34. 
People's  Manners   and    Cufloms  imperfcdiy  known  by 
Books,   32.     They    made    thenilelves   Prifons    when 
they  bull  t  Towns,   223. 
Pe7-a,  one  of  the  Suburbs  of  Conjlantiuople,   belonged 

once  to  the  Gen oe/c,   262. 
Perfccution,     its   horrid    ConfequenccF,    38.       The    Lift 

Rcfource  of  falfc  Religions,  ib, 
Perfians,    their  terrible  Opprefiion   and   Pcrfecution  of 

the  Je^s,  91,  &c.    Their  Conquefr  of  Egypt,  221. 
Pcrwvians,  fatten  and  ent  their  Concubine'sChildrcn, 204. 
Petits-Maitres,  when  fuithlefs  and  fickle,    acl  in    Cha- 

radler,   42. 
P^/rc;/.wrecovei'd  almoftintircly,  122.     What  Dlfputcs  . 

there  have  been  about  theFr?.gmentsof  his  Works, 30^5, 
Pharos,    or    Watch-tower   oi  Alexandria,    one    of   the 
Wonders  of  tlie  World,  2  1 9.  Built  by  Sofimtus  o'iG ni- 
dus, ib.     Rain'd  and  bury'd   under  W>.ter,  ib. 
Philip  de  Ncri,  the  Patron  of  Turi/:,  48.     The  extra- 
ordinary V^eneration  there  paid  to  liim,  ib.     7'he  fine 
Pit^ure  of  him  by  Solimaint,  ib.     His  Panegyric  a;» 
to  Celibacy,  49. 
Philip  II,  King  of  Spain,    his    farguinary   Barb-.irllies 

make  him  lofe  the  United  Provinces,   242. 

Philofophers,  the  antient  ones  very  great  7'raveller?,  32. 

Philofcphy,  poorly  t;iught  heretofore  in  France  and  de- 

fpis'd,   290.     Rcviv'd   by  Des  Cartes,  and   Goffendi, 

ib.     The  Difcoveries  for  which  the  World  is  oblig'd 

to  them,  291.     That  of  the  Schools  deftioy'd   by 

GaJJendi   and   Des   Cartes,  ib.      its    various    Lviper- 

fedions,   290,  &c. 

Philofcphy^  HenLctic,  or  Tranfmutatory,  /.  e.  the  Phi^ 

0^4  lo/oplerS 
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iofipher's  Stone,  this  foolifh  Science  criticisM,  302. 
There  are  few  good  Books  that  treat  of  it,  and 
many  fpurious  ones,  203.  Geber  the  moft  learned 
Author  that  ever  efpous'd  it,  ib.  Its  Ihameful  Be- 
ginning, Progrefs,  and  Conclufion,  fk. 

Philtres,  or  Love-potions,  cannot  determine  the  Will, 
but  difpofe  the  Body  to  yield  to  the  firft  Objeft  that 
prefents,  270^  271. 

Phyjicians,  their  Management  of  Patients,  96,  97.  Make 
the  Apothecaries  themfelves  give  Clyfters,  97.  A 
Joke  upon  it,  98.     Tax'd  with  Incredulity,    106. 

Figures  forbid  to  be  carried  out  of  Rome,  229,  230. 

Piedmontefe  follow  the  French  Fafhions,  47.  Their  Livey 
very  uniform,  ib.  Good  Symphonifls,  but  bad  Singers, 
51.  Have  no  good  Painters,.  52.  Love  the  Liberal 
Arts,  but  have  no  Tafie  for  the  Sciences,  ib.  Their 
Difdain  of  every  thing  that  is  not  Catholic,  52.  Their 
Libraries  very  mean,   53. 

Pilgrimages  to  Loretto,  meer  Parties  of  Pleafure,  Gal- 
lantry, and  fantaftic  Devotion,    172. 

Pindar,  excels  in  the  Ode,    1 69. 

Pius  II,  Pope,  a  remarkable  Quotation  from  him  con- 
cerning eiie  Abufe  of  the  Priefts  Celibacy,  50.  An- 
other as  to  the  Venality  of  all  things   at  Rome,  Pref. 

Pius  V,  Pope,  puts  Cardinal  Alexandrin  upon  foliciting 
the  Maflacre  of  St.  Bartholo7ne'vo,  143.  His  Life 
written  by  Catena,   ib. 

Plato,  a  great  Traveller,  32.  His  Idea  of  God  not 
like  that  of  the  Jews,  ib.  Moll  of  the  primitive  Na- 
%arenes  of  his  Se£l,  ib.  And  treated  him  as  a  Saint 
and  a  Prophet,  33.  A  Monkiili  Importure  concerning 
his  Sepulchre,  ib.  A  forry  Natural  Philofopher,  and 
<! a  indifferent  Metaphyfician,    167. 

Plautus,  ingenious  and  diveriify'd,  but  often  fiat  and 
pueiile,    3.     Equal  to  iV/cZ/V/r,    168. 

Piiny,  almoll  the  only  antient  Author,  according  to 
Hardouin,    306. 

Paim,  Epic,  of  the  Anticnts,  very  much  fuperior  to 
that  of  the  Modern?,   16S. 

PoetaJIer^ 
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Pietajler,  a  Nick -name,  expofing  a  poor  Poet  to  Ridi- 
cule,  149. 

Politics  of  the  Court  of  Ro?ne,  and  indeed  cf  all  the 
7/<7//«7//,  very  crafty  and  cruel,  144.  Are  unrroht:.b:« 
for  governing  well,   254, 

ToliticianSy  vain  Babblers  and  Gueflers,   240,   241. 

Polity,  or  Civil  Government,  \z7y  fevere  among  the 
Veiietians,   85. 

Polnitz,  Baron  de,  was  once   an  Ecclefiaftic,   DiJicaf. 

Pofnpey,  his  Column  at. '^/^AraW/'/^z,  an  excellent  Piece,  264. 

PoMponius,  Bifliop  of  Naples,  delivers  that  City  from  a 
Flog  pofTeiVd  with  a  Devil,    176. 

Pipe,  the  bed  Poet  in  England,  134.  The  Subliance 
of  his  EJJay  on  Man,   ib.   Sec. 

Popes  of  Rome,  fo  many  Monks  they  have,  fo  many 
Soldiers,  14.  Eipccially  among  the  Jefuits,  ib.  Their 
Miniilers  Workers  of  Rebellion,  141.  Their  Poli- 
tics very  knavifh  and  cruel,  144.  How  they  reward 
their  Clergy  for  Rebellion,  233.  Tiieir  fcandalous 
Trafiic  in  Relics,   279. 

Porto  Fecchio  taken  by  'Theodore,    105. 

PoJ'cJJion,  and  Obfeffion  by  the  Devil,  meer  Impofiurcs 
of  the  Monks,  274.  How  apt  the  common  People 
arc  to  believe  'em,  ib.  That  of  a  Cow  delivered  by 
St.  Martin,   280. 

Pradon,  writes  his  Phcedra  in  a  Month,  v.hich  wr.s  pre- 
fently  turn'd  to  waile  Paper,  54.  Superior  to  Seneca 
the  Fringedian,    168. 

Pyaife  of  a  Book  not  a  fure  Rule  to  judge  of  its  Me- 
rit,   165. 

Preachers,  thofc  of  France  folid  and  afFeifling,  1 69.  Their 
Eloquence  more  perfed;  than  that  of  the  Advocates, 
and  why,  202.  A  ridiculous  Sermon  of  an  imperti- 
nent one,  215,  ka.  Of  what  Importance  it  is  to 
the  Public,  that  they  be  fober  and  well  intruded, 
218.  Their  Abufe  of  the  Pulpit  cenfur'd,  217.  Th« 
iirid  Examination  they  ought  to  pafs  before  they 
have  a  Licence  to  preach,  ib.  218. 

Prefaces,  Snares  laid  to  intrap  the  Undcrftanding  and 
good  Senfe,   164.     Moft  of  'em  untrue,   165. 

0^5  Prejudiiesy 
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Prejtidlces,  flrongly  planted  fey  the  SehooImafterSy  &<:. 
in  the  Minds  of  the  Youth,   1 70. 

Tr-ieJis^Nazarene^zlvjRys  deceitful,  288.  And  peevifh,2  89» 

Trinting-frefs  has  great  Liberty  at  Venice^  87.  A  Curb. 
to  the  Knavery  of  the  Monks,   121. 

Trocuraion  of  St.  Mark,  their  Fundlions  and  Preroga- 
tives, 64. 

TroperthiSy  his  Elegies  very  beautiful,   169. 

Frophets  of  the  Jenx:s  receive  the  Oral  Law  from  the 
LXX  Elders,  and  communicate  it  to  the  Sanhedrin,  28. 

frofper\  Poem  not  printed  fo  often  as  Cerccaus  Poetry^ 
166. 

frotejiants  rejefl  Tradition  as  well  as  the  Caraites,  31. 
Admit  only  Scripture  Evidence,  35.  Keep  up  the 
Honour  of  their  Families,  without  cruelly  cloiftering 
their  Daughters,    2 1  o. 

l^ro'vence,  its  Harbours  block'd  up  by  thofe  of  Cornea,, 
2ij.  Its  Parliament  vindicated  as  to  their  Sentence 
on  Father  Girard  and  la  Cadiere,   274. 

Provinces^  United,  State  of,  a  forry  Book,  jj.  Loll 
to  Spam  by  Philip  IPs  Cruelty,   242. 

?ruih:nce,  too  much  confounded  v.'ith.  Difhonefty,,  253. 

Titllic,  the  Dupes  of  the  Underftanding  between  the 
Bookfellers  and  mercenary  Journalifls,  156,  &c.  Al- 
ways the  Dupes  of  thofe  that  have  a  mind  to  de- 
ceive them,   305. 

J^uffeiidorf^  Introduftion  to  Hiftory,  the  Continuation 
of  it  a  very  bad  Book,   "]-]. 

Fullets,  Sacred,  confulted  as  to  War,  83.  The  Banter 
of  a  Roman  General  on  that  Subjedt,  ih. 

Tunijhmenis  everlaiiing  objected  to,  i  7,  S<x.  The  Agree- 
raent  of  Jevj^^  Nazarenes,  and  Mahometans  in  that 
Point,  :i^.  Arguments  j5r<j  and  rca,  22,  23.  The  Fear, 
of  temporary  Puniihments  has  its  EfFeft,  even  upoa 
the  molt  wicked,  23,  24.  Their  Ufefulnefs  when  im- 
pos'd  conformably  to  the  natural  Notions,  24. 

furgatory  admitted  by  many  Religions,  21.  Charg'd 
by  the  Fapijis  with  Abfurdities,  ib.  In  what  Senfe 
there  might  be  one,  ih  Venetian  Harlots  facriiice. 
their  Gains  to  it  on  csruin  Days,   138. 

Fyramidy 
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Pyramid,  built  by  an  Egyptian  Harlot  out  of  her  Gains, 
233. 

Rotations,  Pleadings  formerly  abounded  with  'em,  zco. 
Not  fo  many  in  all  Cicero  as  in  the  lirlt  Page  of  U 
Maitre,  ib. 

R. 

Kahbies,  very  different  from  the  Caraites,  2J.  Excef- 
fively  fuperftitious,  27.  More  Slaves  to  their  Traditions 
than  to  the  Law,  ib.  Suppofe  the  written  Law  given 
by  Day,  and  explained  at  Night  by  the  Oral  Law, 
28.  Make  God  a  Sinner,  vicious  and  penitent, 
26,   30. 

'Racine  advances  Tragedy  to  its  Perfection,  5,  6.  Mon; 
perfeft  than  ^/^r//)///*?^,  ib.  and  168.  His  Ejlher  zx\C\ 
Jthalia  mp.y  be  numberM  amongll  the  annert  Tra- 
gedies, 6.  His  wonderful  Character  cf  Ibraki\>:,  7, 
The  Beauty  of  his  Bajaz^ct,  ib.  and  310.  His  ^ihi^-a- 
ine?ies  cenTurM,  9.  Was  a  Year  in  compofmg  his  Fhr-.--- 
dra,  which  was  his  true  ^L'lller- piece,  54.  The  fine 
Verfes  of  h\^Britannicus,  ijQ.  A  Quotntion  from  him 
concerning  the  AflaiTmation  of  Henry  IV,  146. 

Ttagofjki  fuppofed  to  be  the  new  King  of  Corfica,  105. 
His  Bigotry,  ib. 

Rapin  Thoyras  a  good  Hiftorian.  but  inferior  to  the  An- 
ticnts.  167.  The  Continuation  of  his  Hiilor}',  n 
wretched  Libel,  77. 

Rarity  of  a  Book  not  the  Mark  of  iti.  Cioodnefs,    166. 

RavaiUac  aCifli-iates  Henry  IV,   46. 

Reafon,  the  Principle  of  all  our  Action-:,    1:5:^. 

ReheUicn,  the  Clergy  make  their  Court  to  tne  Pope  by- 
it,   233.. 

Rebels  always  hateful  to  SovercigRF,  252.  Ofien  ap- 
plauded,  253.     Do  not  become  fo  nil  at  onoe,   252.    • 

Reformed,  or  Cahinijis, who  had  placed  He/jrylV,  on  the 
Throne  of /-V^.'/c^jbanilh'd,  127,  and  Pre/.  Maffacred  at 
the  R-equeil  of  Rome,  141 .  Look  cpon  Gtne^oa  as  theit- 
Rletropolican  City,  211.     Have  ^iven  EAainples  of 
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peife»a  Virtue,  215.     Their  Maffacre  incrcafes  their 

Number,  241. 
2ieliques  fold  very  dear  at  the  Court  of  Rome,  115.    A- 

bandonM  to  the  common  People  of  Venice^  ib.     May 

become  Part   of  the   Body  of  Highwaymen,    £77. 

They  are  ineffeiflual,   278.     The  Prefervation  of  'em 

excufable,  but  the  Worfhip  of  'em  blameable,   279. 

The    Pope's  fcandalous  Traffic,   279.     One    of    the 

Mines  of  the  Monks,  280. 
^ilLgiony  how  dangerous  when  it  degenerates  into  Fana- 

ticifm,   46.     Serves  every  where  for  a  Cloak  to  De- 
bauchery,   103.     The  Difference  of  it  no  Authority 

for  Rebellion  againft  Sovereigns,.  145. 
'Religion,   Romijh.      See  Papijls. 
Religions,  there's  but   one,  properly   fpeaking,   though 

diverfify'd  by  Worlhip  and  Ceremonies,   214. 
Renard,  his  Banter  upon  Apothecaries,   98. 
Reputation,  a  bad  Rule  to  judge  of  the  Goodnefs  of  a 

Book,    165.. 
Retreats,  Affemblies  of  the  Women  to  certain  Monks^ 

and  the  Abufe  'em,    100,  &c. 
Rcnjenues,  Deprivation  of  them,  the  Punifhment  of  the 

Clergy  in  France,   233. 
Rhodes,  the  Jenxs  charg'd  with  the  Lofs  of  it,  45. 
R.iches,  the  more  they  are  difpers'd^  the  better  for  thfe 

State,   210. 
Ripperda,  Duke,  his  Retirement   to  Morocco,  and  CalV 

to  Corfu  a,    DecUc. 
Rod  of  Mofes  prcferv'd   at  Milan,  and  at  Ro7ne,  194, 

395.     A  Rabbi's  Account  of  it,  ih, 
Romagnefi,  an  Italian  Comedian,  a  mifsrable  Writer,  2, 
Romances,,  dangerous   to  read  them,  160,    161.     Never 

to  be    look'd  into    but  for  Arnufement,  ib.    Are  a. 

fort  of  Sabfillance  for  a  great  many  forry  Writers, 

161,    162. 
Remans,  V6ry  different  from  the  Venetians,   1 1 7.     Sub^ 

dued  Egypt,  221.     Are  abfolutely  extinft,  262. 
Rome,  antient,  had    not  {o    many   llately  Buildings  as 

Greece,  228.     The  Behaviour  of  its  Courtezans,  66. 

Statues  and  Pidures  forbid  to  be  carried  out  of  the 

City, 
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City,  229,  Money  fcarce  there,  ib.  No  Trace  left 
of  the  Blood  of  the  antient  Romans,   262. 

Roujeau,  his  Odes  commended,  and  his  other  Writings 
.  cenfur'd,  169.  His.  horrid  Charader,  with  Quota- 
tions from  his  Hiftory,    179,    180. 

RsyrJtyy  founded  on  the  comm©n  Intereft  of  Mankind^ 
107. 

S. 

Sahbathai  Sei'l,  the  pretended  rdejjlah,  his  liillory,  9^. 

&c.  Other  Particuhirs  of  this  Impollor,  128,  129. 
^aint   Julian,  a  Village  of  Savoy,  nea.T  Geneva,   21  j. 

An  impertinent   Sermon  preach'd  there  by   the  Par- 

fon,  ib.  &c. 
Sairts,  introduc'd    by  the  Nazarenes  into  Battles,   36. 

Worfhip'd  preferably  to  God  by  the  Nazarenes,  48.. 

Vain  Sophiilry  of  the  Nazarenes  as  to  their  Invoca- 
tion, 49.     Their  Relics  capable  of  becoming  Part  of 

the  Bodies  of  Highwaymen,   277. 
Saladin  built  the  Citadel  of  Cairo,   282. 
Sal-Jo,   hib  Journal  Jcs  Sfavans  imccrCy    158. 
Sallufi,  an  excellent  Hillorian,    167. 
Salutation-m?At  to  the  /^^;/f//'^«  Nobility  by  kiffing  their 

Sleeves,    113. 
SarMuarics  of  Churches,  founded  en  the  Ambition  of 

the  Priefts,   193.     Have   been  ufed  by  many  People, 

ih.     The  Abufe  of  them    by  the  Priefis  and  Friars, 

ib.     Princes  and  AmbalTadors  don't  grant   them    to 

Criminals,  ib. 
Sanhediin,  the  chief  Tribunal  of  the  Jevos  at  Jertifalemy 

28.    Pveceives  the  Oral  Law  from  the  Prophets,  ib. 
Sarp},  Father  Paul,  his  Hiltory  of  the  Council  of  ^rent 

printed  at  ^*///c^,.  87.     Inferior  to  the  antient  Hifto^ 

rians,   167. 
Sarccna  taken  by  Theodore,    105. 
Savonarola  hang'd  for  preaching  againft  the  Diforders 

of  the  Court  of  Rotne,   288. 
S.'choohien,  all  their   Reputation  loft,    165.     When  out 

of  their  Road,  they  knew    not   where   to    fix,   200. 

Defpife  good   Senfe   and  Reafon,  2^0.     Defefts  o£ 

theirt 


INDEX; 

their  Philofopher,  ib.  Their  Reafons  forefeen  by  Mon-- 

taigne,   296. 
Sciences  cond'a<^  to    Immortality,    58.     The    Way   to 

them  ought  to  be  free  to  all  Religions,   ^j.     Fana- 

ticifm  and  Hypocrily  their  worft  Enemies,   121. 
Scot,  or  DunfcGtus,  all  his  Reputation  funk,   165.     Pre*- 

ferr'd  by  the  Monks  before  Rcafcn,   290. 
Scribbler, 2l  mercenary  one,  nick-nam'd  Grifo7iety  151,152. 
Sculpture  owes  its  Riie  to  Love  and  Fortune,  7 1 . 
Seduciion,  a  remarkable  Inflance  of  it,    117,    118. 
Segrats,  his  Eclogues   equal   to    VirgiVi,  and  fuperior 

to  thofe  of  Theocritus,    168. 
Self-love,  the  Principle  of  all  Human  Aclions,    135. 
keneca   the  Tragedian,  his  rlays  unnatural  and  irregu- 
lar,  4,   7.      Inferior  Xo  P radon,    t68. 
Seraglio,  the  Indolence  of  that  Place  v/ell  deferibM   by 

Racine,  7.     The  Gloom  and  Melancholy  of  that  at 

Ccfjjlantinople,   90. 
Sermons,    an  impertinent    one   by  a  Savoyard  Parfon, 

215,  &c. 
Serpent,  Brazen,  o^  Mofes,  preferv'd  at   ^Ailan,    195. 
Se-verity  neceiljiry,  efpccially  towards  fucii  Wranglers  as 

X\\&janfet2ifts  ^Vidi  Molinifts,    128. 
Sins,  look'd   upon  as  equal  by  Cicero,   263. 
tixtus   ^mtus,    Pope,    banilhes    the  Courtezans   from 

E.ome,   8$.     Severely  punifhes  Debauchee^.,  ib. 
Halves,    Men   render'd    themfelves    fuch    hy    building 

Towns,   222. 
Slee-ve  of  the  Venetian   Habit,  to  what  odd  Ufes   put, 

Smaus,  a  Vv''ord  of  Reproach,  denoting  a  German  Je-iv, 

■-  4 

Soanm,    BiOiop  of  Senez,    his    Depofal   increased    the 

Is  auihtr  oi  Janfcnijls,   242. 
Society,  Civil,   what  an  Enemy  Celibacy  is  to  it,   50. 
Socrates,  canonized  in  feme  Meafure  by  jEr/rz/^.'^/,   ^'^. 
Solimaine,  Fainter,  his  Pifture  of  Philip  d€  Neri,  48. 
SoJon  builds  a  Tempk  to  Venus,  with  a  Tribute  from 

the  common  Women,   114. 
$Q?f:is,  a  9*i\t  Player  on  the  Violin,  5 1 , 

Sopho" 
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Sophocles  advances  Tragedy  to  its  Perfcflion,  4.  Not  (a 
accomplifh'd  as  Corneilh^  5,  168.  His  Plays  Ihort,  6. 

Sorbo?ine,  its  Dodors  tax'd  with  Ineligion,  106. 

Sojiratus  of  G?ii{!us  built  the  Pharos,  or  Watdi-tov/er  of 
Alexandria,    219. 

Spaniards  perfecute  the  Indians  for  the  fake  of  Religion, 
38.  The  vail  Numbers  they  put  to  Death,  ib.  Their 
Paflion  of  Love  violent,  69.  Scourge  themfelves  for 
their  Miibefles,  ih.  Are  always  at  Enmity  with  the 
French,  and  promoted  the  Aflafiination  of  Henry  IV, 
146.  Being  as  much  Slaves  and  Bigots  to  the  Monks 
as  the  Italians,  they  fympathize  wich  *em,  1 74.  Their 
Cruelty  towards  the  Americans,    i  83. 

So'vcreigns,  their  Obligations  to  Men  of  Learning,  56. 
The  Subiedion  they  owe  to  the  Laws,  108.  Tl^ir 
Duties  particularized,  109,  Sec.  Were  conftituted  by 
Wickednefs,  ih.  Are  punifhable  only  by  God,  ih. 
And  dependant  en  him  alone,  112.  They  are  to  be 
cbcy'd,  whatever  be  their  Religion,  145.  Ought  to 
be  wife,  but  not  crafty,  253.  When  they  fulfil  their 
Engagements,  they  become  the  Fathers  and  Delight  of 
their  People,  254.  Telemachus  composed  for  their 
Initruftion,  255.  Are  not  immortaliz'd  by  Monu- 
ments,  265. 

Soul,  pure  Spirit,  the  Divine  Breath,    10c. 

Seuls  in  Purgatory,  Whores  fet  c^part  the  Gain  of  one 
Day  in  the  Week  to  pray  for  them,  138. 

Spinofa  {labb'd  by  a  y^rw,  and  leaves  their  Communion, 41^, 

Spirit  of  Party  is  heated  and  irritated  by  Puni{hments,24i . 

Statius  in  a  manner  ador'd  the  yEneiJ,   309. 

Statues  forbid  to  be  carryM  out  of  RoTne,   229. 

Stoics,  their  Notion  of  Wifdom  ridiculous,    137. 

Studies  the  Path  to  Immortality,   58. 

Suhje^s  ought  not  to  call  their  Sovereigns  to  Account, 
109,   no. 

Suhjcds,  fome  much  more  favourable  for  Eloquence  thaa 
others,  197,  &c.    203. 

Sublime,  the  plaineft  Didion  fufficient  to  exprefs  is,  197. 
Inftance  of  it  in  Genejis,  ib.  That  in  the  Exordium 
©f  Cicero' fi  Oration  for  Dejotarus,   198. 
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Saltans.      See  Grand  tigniors. 

Superfiition^  its  Appearance  in  the  Monk's  Drefs,.  145. 
Is  every  where  lerviceable  to  Knaves,   285. 

Suza,  Countels  of,  her  Elegies  very  fine,  but  inferior  to 
the  Antients,    168. 

Sweden,  its  fad  State  after  the  Defeat  of  Charles  XII, 
261. 

Swedes f  the  wonderful  Valour  of  their  Peafants,  ib. 

Snjcines-fitfh,  an  Abomination  to  the  Jeixs,  i^z.  An 
odd  Comparifon  of  it,  ib. 

Civitzers  protedl  Gene'va,  211.  The  Lofies  of  their 
Catholics  united  them,  241.  Are  inur'd  to  Fatigue, 
243.  Modell,  and  very  frugal,  ib.  Given  to  drink- 
ing, but  mind  their  Bufmefs,  244.  Owe  their  Li- 
berty to  their  Union,  ib.  Train  up  their  Troops  at 
the  Expence  of  other  Sovereigns,  245.  Their  Mili- 
tary Dii'cipline,  ib.  Their  Situation  fecures  them 
from  Invafion,  ib.  The  Abbot  of  St.  Gall  kindles  a 
cruel  Vv^'ar  among  them,  246.  And  notwithlland- 
ing  his  fuperilitious  Tickets  given  to  his  Soldiers, 
is  well  beat,  246.  How  the  Swifs  ellablifh'd  the 
Reformation,  247.  Are  not  eminent  for  Learn- 
ing, 248.  Their  Libraries  not  fo  well  furniUrd 
with  Volumes,  as  their  Cellars  with  Calks,  ib.  The 
Author's  Explanation  of  tliis  Matter,  ib.  Have  a 
oreat  Share  of  good  Senfe,  but  little  Wit,  ib.  Their 
cbimserical  Liberty,  250.  Their  Bailiffs  rigid,  and 
not  belov'd,  ib.  Their  Prefervation  cvv'ing  to  their 
Want  of  Ambition,  and  to  their  Fondnefs  for  Lip 
berty,   262. 

Sjv.phoiiijis,  excellent  m  Piedmont y  51. 

T. 

Tacitus i  an  excellent  Hiftorian,  45,  167.  He  accufes  the 
Jews  of  a  cruel  Hatred,  ib. 

Talmud,  a  CoUedion  of  the  Traditions  of  the  Rabbles, 
2C.  Its  Errors  and  ridiculous  Abfurdities,  26.  Its 
Piecepts  better  obferv'd  than  the  Law,  27.  Its  dif- 
ferent Authors,  afid  the  time  of  its  being  compiled, 

Tamerlane, 
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Tamfrlane,  the  fuppos'd  Son  of  a  Shepherd,  236.  His 
Advancement  not  To  wonderful  as  that  of  Theodore  of 
CorJlctXy    ih. 

Tajfo  inferior  to  the  Antients,    167. 

*Ients  preferred  by  the  Bedouins  to  Houfes  and  Palaces, 
222. 

Terence,  an  able  Painter,  a  fkilful  Writer,  and  a  good 
Oeconomift,  but  wanted  Variety  in  his  Charaders, 
3.      Equal  to  A/tf/iVri-,    168, 

Terfjlto,  a  Mountain  of  Dalmatia,  the  firft  Stage  of  the 
Virgin  Mary's  Houfe  in  its  Journey  to  Loretto,    171. 

Theatre,  Love  is  the  Life  and  Soul  of  it,  5.  The 
Pieces  of  the  Italian  Theatre  diverting  to  fee,  but 
iniipid  to  ready  2.  The  Fate  of  the  old  Italian 
Comedy  at  Paris,  ih. 

Theocritus,  inferior  to  Virgil,  and  even  to  Guarini,  Se* 
grais  and  Fontenelle,    168. 

Theodore  the  Mathematician,  Plato  went  to  hear  him  at 
Cyrene,    32, 

Theodore,  St.  the  Vd.tr on  of  Venice  before  St.  Mark,  63. 

Theodore  I,  King  of  Corjica,  in  what  Equipage  he  ar- 
riv'd  there,  103,  &.c.  His  Romantic  Adventure,  104, 
&x.  235,  &c.  Supposed  to  be  Ragotjki  or  Ripper  da, 
105.  Declar'd  to  be  the  Brtron  de  Kc'v.hoff,  -106. 
His  Power,  107,  108.  A  Banter  upon  his  Origin^ 
151.  Wants  Money  and  Troops,  235.  Idle  Specu- 
lations and  various  Rcfledions  upon  his  Undertaking, 
235,  236.  His  Advancement  more  furprifing  than 
•  Tamerlane'' s,  ih.  He  iUin'd  the  Character  of  the 
Gentleman  more  than  once,  ib.  CausM  feme  Corfi^ 
cans  to  be  fhot  to  Death,  241,  and  Dedicat.  His 
Demand  to  fend  a  Minilter  to  Vienna  fharply  cen- 
fur'd,  251.  He  receives  Succours  from  unknown 
Hands,  257.  Xtry  much  embarrafTcs  the  Genoefe^ 
262.     This  Volume  is  dedicated  to  him. 

Tho7nas  (C  Aquinas,  furnam'd  U\q  Jngel  of  the  School,  34, 
He  maintains  an  Liipoiture,  concerning  the  Incarna- 
tion, ib.  More  eileem'd  by  the  Monks  than  Rea- 
fon,    290. 

Tb{}u^  M.  df,  hia  excellent  HiHor^  will  Jive  to  th-e  latefl 

Polle- 
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Pofterity,  75.  Though  a  Papift,  he  was  very  muck 
cfleem'd  by  the  Reform'd,  79.  Tranflation  of  his 
Hiflory  monilroafly  undervalued,  155.  Inferior  to 
the  antient  Kiftorians,    167. 

^hucydidesy  an  excellent  Hiftoriari,   167. 

Iibullus^  his  Elegies  very  good,    169. 

Titus  Li'vy,  an  excellent  Hiftorian,  167.  Condemned 
to  the  Flames  by  Gregory  the  Great,  121.  Suppofed 
to  be  incire  in  the  Grand  Signior's  Library,  122. 
The  unfuccefsfu]  Endeavours  of  Leivis  XIV,  to  get  a 
Copy  of  it,    122,    123. 

7oler£ttiot?,  grtzt  and   wife  at /^<?«/<r^,    1I7. 

Traditions,  the  Bulwark  of  the  Rabbles  and  Papifts,  3 1 . 
How  ufeful  to  the  Jeivs  againll  the  Papills,   35. 

Tragedin^  a  Nick-name  for  a  bad  Compofer  of  Tragedy^ 
149,  &c. 

Tragedy,  Greek,  rals'd  to  perfection,  4.  The  Latin 
very  bad,  3,  4.  The  French  render 'd  as  perfect  as 
the  Greek,  4,  5. 

Travellers,  taeir  Pleafare  and  Profit,  32.  The  Con- 
tradidion  of  their  Journals,  ih.  Old  Philofophers 
great  Travellers,  ib. 

Traitors,  ufeful,  but  hateful  to  Sovereigns,  252.  Be- 
come fo  by  Degrees,  ib. 

Treaty  of  Nimeguen,  its  Hiflory  a  very  bad  one,  j6, 

Trenjifani,  a  celebrated  Painter,  48. 

Tre'voux,  the  Journal,  or  Memoirs  printed  there  by  the 
Jefuits,  extremely  partial,  and  very  much  defpifed, 
156,   158. 

Tribunals,  judiciary,  their  abominable  Slawnefs  and 
Partiality,   226. 

Troy,  its  magnificent  Ruins  carried  away  by  the  Turksy 
to  raife  tiieir  own  Buildings,  228.  Or  elfe.  brokea 
in  Pieces  to  make  Cannon- Bullets,  ib. 

Truth,  v^ry  dear  to  &iQ  Perfians,   254. 

Turin,  extraordinary  Adoration  paid  there  to  Philip  de 
Neri,   48. 

Turks,  run  all  Hazards  for  Money,  123.  Their  barba- 
rous Ufage  of  antient  Buildings,  147.  Their  Con- 
quell  of  Egypt,    221.     Defcoy  the  Monuments  of 
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antient  Towns,   228.     Break  Chapiters  arJ' Columns 
to    pieces  to  make  Cannon-Bullets,  ih.     See   Maho- 
metans, 
^urpin.,  Archbiihop,  did  not  ufe  a  Sword,  becaufe   he 
would  not  fhed  Blood,  but  ufed  a  Club,  with  which 
he  knocked  People  o'th^hcad  epifcopally,  ^7. 
tutors  corrupt  Youth,    169.     Their  Prepoflcirion  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Antients,    1 70.     Think  that  without  A- 
rijiotle,  Error  is  unavoidable,   200. 
Tyber,    River,    mull   contain  vaft  Wealth   in  Statues, 
Pillars,  iffc.  228.    The  Jszvs  are  deny'd   Leave  to 
fcarch  it,  229. 
tyranny  reduc'd  by  Sovereigns  into  an  Art,    109. 
Tyrants   are  only  cbey'd  out  of  Fear,    109.      None  of 
their  great  Qualities  more  to  be  admired  than  thofe  of 
a  Highwayman,   253. 

V. 
Vanity^  that  of  certain  Nobility,  53,  54,  ^V.  59.  Num- 
bers of  unfortunate  young  Women  fent  to  Nunneries 
on  that  Score,   210. 
VarmSy  a  Latin  Poet,  his  Thyejfes  loft  and  applauded,  4. 
How  it  wou'd  be  examined  if  it  cou'd  be  recover'd, 
308. 
Vaudy  Pais  de,  the  Produflions  of  that  Canton,  243. 
Vayer^  la  Mothe  le,  defends  the  Emperor  Julian  againfi: 

the  Invedives  of  the  Fathers,  80. 
Vega,   Lopez  de,  a  good  comic  Spanijh  Author,  equal 

to  the  antient  Greeks  and  Romans,  168. 
Venice  and  Venetians,  Defcription  of  the  City,  and  of  the 
Manners  and  Government  of  the  Republic,  60,  5>;c. 
Its  Senate  difpofes  of  every  thing,  61.  The  haughty 
Temper  of  their  Nobility,  and  their  feveral  ClalTes^ 
ib.  The  Danger  of  difobliging  them,  62.  Their 
Choice  of  St.  Mark  for  their  Patron  owing  to  their 
Vanity,  63.  A  Story  of  one  of  their  AmbalTadors, 
64.  TJiey  allow  great  Liberty,  ib.  and  117.  The 
Charafter  both  of  the  Men  and  their  Wives,.  65. 
The  Daughters  are  frec^uently  fold  there  by  ths 
Mothers,  ib.  The  Behaviour  of  their  Courtezans, 
^^^  66.     They  are  reafonablc  and  not  fuperllitiouF, 
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82,-  117.  The  Monks  have  no  Sway  with  'em,  S^^ 
The  Severity  of  their  Politics,  S^.  The  Check 
they  have  given  to  the  Inquificion,  86.  The  Free- 
dom of  Printing  there,  87,  120.  They  adapt  their 
Religion  to  their  Politics,  87.  They  furniih  their 
City  with  Harlots,  88.  The  Gains  they  get  by 
.  them,.  /^.  Their  Cultoms,  112.  The  Habit  of  their 
Nobility,  113.  And  how  they  go  to  Market  for 
their  Provifion,  ih.  The  Talent  of  their  Gondoliers 
for  Intrigue, /^,  Their  Carnival,  114,  139.  Their 
Churches  beautiful,  and  all  dedicated  to  Jenfjijh  Saints, 
114,  115.  They  don't  love  the  Court  of  RQ?ne^  1 14. 
Their  Senate,  when  under  an  In terdift  from  Romey 
banilh  the  Jefuits  and  Capuchin  Friars,  116.  Very  dan- 
gerous to  cabal  at  Venice,  ib.  Their  fecret  Offices  of  In- 
formation, ib.  The  Wifdom  of  their  State  Inquifition, 
117.  The  lewd  Lives  of  their  Monks,  117,  139.  How 
much  they  differ  from  the  People  of  Rome^  wj.  The 
Intrigues  of  their  Harlots,  138.  Debauchery  of  their 
Clergy,  ib.  Gallantry  of  their  Nuns,  139.  Their 
Lofs  of  Cyprus^  Candia,  and  the  Morea,  262.  Were 
the  fir  ft  that  traded  to  Cairo  y   282. 

VentimiUy  Archbifhop  of  Paris ^  tho'  a  civil  Man,  very 
much  hated  and  afpers'd  by  the  JanfeniJiSi  230,  &Cr 
Caufes  a  new  Bre-viary  to  be  compil'd,  which  fub- 
jeds  him  to  the  Hatred  of  the  Molinijis,  ib.  Sup- 
ported by  the  Parliam.ent,  232. 

Venus,  Solon  builds  a  Temple  to  her  oat  of  the  Tribute 
of  the  public  Whores,  414. 

Ver/ailles,  little  Marble  there,  the  Statues  excepted, 
228.      Its  Antiques   taken  from  i^(7>%^,   230, 

Vidor,  St.  Patron  of  Battles,    36. 

Villars  beats  the  Allies  at  Denainy    261. 

Virgil  as  well  known  as  Augujiusy  56.  IgnaYius  of  Lay- 
ola  difpoffefs'd  Devils  by  the  Kelp  of  one  of  his 
Verfes,  133.  An  excellent  Poet,  167.  A  Quota- 
tion from  :^vc\  upon  the  fad  State  o{  Alexandria,  219. 
And  concerning  the  Avarice  and  impofture  of  the 
Monks,  281.  His  ^ncid iv\d  by  Uardouin  to  be  fpu- 
rious,  309.     Ador'd  as  it  v/ers  by  iifatius,  3,09. 

Virtue 
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Virtue  cmght  to  be  the  Bafis  of  Friendfhip,  44.  One 
of  the  Sources  of  Happinefs,  137.  That  of  the  Nuns 
often  by  Conftraint,   205. 

Vfzicr.      See  Grand  Fix.ier. 

VhJJ'es  rendered  immortal  by  Homer y   5  7. 

Voltaire,  very  fond  of  the  Englijh,  Pre/.  A  good  Tra- 
gic Poet,  and  introduces  a  new  Method,  5.  His  Play 
caird  The  Death  of  C^far.  Thoughts  of  it,  6.  His 
Charaders  too  uniform,  8.  Is  tax'd  with  irreligion 
and  Janfcnifm,  159.  Inferior  to  the  Anticnts  in 
Epic  Poetry,  but  may  compare  with  them  for  Tra- 
gedy, 167,  His  Henriade  admir'd  for  the  Verfes 
and  Sentiments,  but  condemn'd  becaufe  the  Author 
is  a  Modern,  170.  His  bold  fprightly  Temper  pro- 
cures him  many  Enemies,  179.  Accus'd  of  Irreligion, 
though  he  highly  extols  the  Deity,  179,  180.  Slan- 
dered by  Roujjeau,  \  79.  An  Extrad  from,  and  a  Com- 
pliment upon,  \\\s  Alzira,  180,  iffc. 

Vulgar,  always  fond  of  Chimaeras,  and    Dupes  of  all 

that  have  a  mind  to  gull  them,  2 87. 

•» 

W. 

War,  its  Cruelty  and  Horror,  84.  The  Nazarene^ 
own  the  Iniquity  of  it,  and  yet  enter  into  it  without 
Scruple  and  Pity,  ib. 

Will  cannot  be  determined  by  Philtres,    270,   271. 

William  III,  King  of  England^  Larrey\  contradidory 
Account  of  him,   76. 

Witchcraft,  the  Nazarenes  extremely  credulous  in  this 
Matter,   274. 

Wi'ves,  the  Plurality  of  them  with  the  Turks  condemn'd 
by  the  Nazarenes,  who  do  worfe,   73. 

Women,  their  vile  Abufe  of  their  Retreats  for  pretended 
Devotion,  100,  &c.  Are  great  Readers  of  P.omances, 
160.  Not  much  in  the  Favour  of  the  y^/'i^/V/,  15. 
Very  fickle  in  their  Friendfhips,  41,  &c.  More  con- 
ftant  in  their  Love,  and  their  Attachments  ftronger 
than  the  Men,  ib.  Vindicated  againft  the  Prejuaice 
of  conjugal  Infidelity,  41,  Their  Friends  are  only 
fuch  as  their  Confidants,  44.    Better  lov'd  in  Jfia 
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than  in  France,  70.     Are  every- where  voluptuous  and 

intriguing,    103. 
Writing  owes  its  Origin  to  Love,  71. 
Writings  make  more  Impreffion  than  the  Perfons  of  their 

Authors,    52.      Immortalize  Sovereigns  more   than 

Monuments,  265. 

X. 

Xenophoriy  an  excellent  Hillorian,   167. 

Y. 

Youth  fpoiled  by  their  Tutors  or  Governors,  who  £11 
them  v/ith  Prejudices,   170. 

Z. 

Zonaras  tells  a  Story  of  Plato's  Tomb,  34, 
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i.^-^iHINESE  LETTERS;  being  a  Philofophi- 
\^^  cal,  Hiftorical,  and  Critical  Correfpondence  be- 
tween a  Chine fe  Traveller  at  Paris^  and  his  Countrymen 
in  China,  Mufcovy,  Perfiuy  and  Japan.  Tranflated 
from  the  Originals  into  French,  by  the  Marquis  d'Jrgens, 
Author  of  the  Lettres  \Jui'ves,  or  Jeivijh  Spy,  and  now 
done  into  Englijh. 

2.  The  Memoires  of  Char  hi  Le^ivis,  Baron  cie  PolnitTC^ 
being  the  Obfervations  he  made  in  his  late  Travels  from 
RuJJia  through  Ger7Hany,  Italy,  France,  Flanders,  HoF- 
land,  England,  See.  in  Letters  to  his  Friend  ;  difco* 
vering  not  only  the  prcfent  State  of  the  chief  Cities- and 
Towns ;  but  the  Charaders  of  the  principal  Perfons  at 
the  feveral  Courts.  The  Second  Edition  with  Additions, 
in  4  Vols.  S-vo.  , 

3.  The  Eight  Volumes  of  Letters,  writ  by  a  Turkijh 
5/))',  who  lived  five  and  forty  Years  undifcover'd  at 
Paris. 

4.  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  dc  Ripper  da,  firft  Embaf- 
fador  from  the  States-General  to  his  Moji  Catholic 
Majc/iy  ',  then  Duke  and  Grandee  of  Spain  ;  afterwards 
Balhi,  and  Prime  Miniiier  to  Muly  Abdalla,  Emperor 
of  Fe%  and  Morocco,  <ic.  Containing  a  fuccind  Account 
of  the  moll  remarkable  Events  which  happened  between 
1715  and  1756;  interfperfed  throughout  with  feveral 
carious  Particulars  relating  to  the  Cardinals  DelGiudice 
and  Alheroni,  the  Princefs  of  Vrftns,  Prince  Cellamere, 
the  Marquis  Beret ti  Landi,  M.  de  Sa?ita  Cruz.,  and 
other  Perfons  of  DilHndion  in  the  Spanijh  Court,  As 
alfo  a  dJrtintSt  ai.-d  impartial  Detail  of  the  Differences 
between  the  Courts  of  London  and  Madrid ',  with  many 
authentic  Memorials,  and  other  valuable  Papers.  And  an 
Alphabetical  Lidex.  The  Second  Edition,  correded,  with 
Aaditions.  To  which  is  annexed  an  Appendix,  contain- 
i  ig  I'ome  Papers  on  the  Balance  of  Europe,  the  prefent 
State  of  Spain,  and  the  Confequences  of  a  War  in  the 
M'ejl- Indies. 

5.  A  New 


BOOKS  lately  Puhltjh'd, 

5.  A  New  Account  of  the  Eajl-Indks.  Giving  an 
exad  and  copious  Defcription  of  the  Situation,  Prcdudl, 
Manufad^ures,  Laws,  Cuiloms,  Religion,  Trade,  ^c.  of 
all  the  Countries  and  Iflands,  which  lie  between  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  Ifland  of  Japon.  Inter- 
fparfed  with  an  entertaining  Relation  not  only  of  th« 
principal  Events,  which  happened  during  the  Author's 
thirty  Years  Refidencc  in  thofe  Parts ;  bat  alfo  of  the 
moft  remarkable  Occurrences  and  Revolutions  in  thofe 
vaft  Dominions,  this  Century  paft.  Comprehending 
alfo  many  curious  and  interefling  Particulars  relating  to 
our  Commerce  with  thofe  Countries,  and  the  Affairs  of 
the  Eaji-India  Company,  illuftrated  with  Maps  and 
Sculptures.     By  Capt.  Alexander  Hamilton. 

6.  The  Military  Hlftory  of  Cbar/es  XII.  King  of 
S'w.eden  ;  written  by  the  exprefs  Order  of  his  Majefty, 
by  M.  Gujlwous  Adlerfitld,  Chamberlain  to  the  King. 
I'o  which  is  added,  An  exa6l  Account  of  the  Battle  of 
Pulto'vca  ;  with  a  Journal  of  the  King's  Return  to  Ben- 
der. Illuilrated  with  Plans  of  the  Battles  and  Sieges. 
Tranflated  into  EngUJh.     In  3  Vols. 

7.  The  Gasman  Spy,  or  Familiar  Letters  from  a  Gen- 
tleman on  his  Travels  through  Germany,  to  his  Friend 
in  England.  Containing  an  exa£l  and  entertaining  De- 
fcription of  the  principal  Cities  and  Towns;  with  their 
feveral  Religious  Ertablifliments,  and  Governments,  Civil 
and  Military.  An  Account  of  the  Cuftoms  and  Manners 
of  the  People  ;  Remarks  on  their  Language,  Interelts, 
and  Policies ;  Fortiiications,  Churches,  Public  Buildings, 
and  Curiofities.  Interfperfed  with  'the  Secret  Hiftory 
and  Characflers  of  the  feveral  Princes  and  Princeffes,  and 
other  the  moft  confiderable  Perfonages  in  the  Empire  of 
Germany. 

8.  The  Mufical  Mjfcellany  :  Being  a  Collejftion  of 
choice  Songs,  fet  to  the  Violm  and  Flute,  by  tlie  moil 
eminent  Mafters.     In  6  Vols.  Z^jq, 
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